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Notcs ()n Baurtling Ncsting Flame Robins
K A T H A R I N E  H O U G H

Iior thc last fcw ycurs. largc flocks of Flanrc Robins / 'clroicri
l t lu tu t i t tu  havc  bcen seen in  thc  la t tc r  par t  o f  Scptcn tbcr  and car ly
in  Octobcr  in  a  gu l l y  w l t i ch  luns  up  in to  thc  lh ick ly  t imbcrcd
l i xxh i l l s  o f  thc  Hu l te  Range -15  k i lon te t res  nor th  o f  Me lbournc .

Ih is  g r r l l r  i s  about  . l  k i l ( )n rc t rcs  duc  south  o f
MoLrn l  D i \ i rppo in l rucn t  (  l l t i tude  T t l l  n r  )  wh ich
is rr knoun ncsting itrcir for this s1-rcci';s. Thc
gu l l \  ( i r l t i tu ( l c  290 nr )  i s  cons idcrc r l  to  bc  a
gr r thcr ing  ( ) r  \ t i l g ing  p lucc  bc forc  thc  b i rds  n rovc
h i rhcr  ink )  thc  rxngcs  to  b rccd .  thc  la tcs t  rc -
cordcr l  s ich t ing  b t ing  on  l {  Oc tobcr  I970.

l le rc  on  l9  Scptcnrbcr  1971.  n rcnrbcrs  o f  thc
\ \ 'h i t t l csc i r  g roup o f  rhc  VOI iG F l rn rc  Rob in
SLr r rc r  l i runc i  i r  I lock  o f  ubuut  l2  b i rds .  and a
p i r i r .  l )o th  unco lourcd .  bu i ld ing  in  thc  up turnc( i
roo l -sec t ion  o i  u  f i r l l cn  t rcc .  Obscrvcrs  in  thc
c l i s t l i c l  h i rve  b ;c l  u lc r t  fo r  s igh t ings  o f  F l ln tc
I ioh ins  l i r r  thc  pas l  four  vcars .  bu t  th is  wrs  thc
lir\1 l inlc l nr'\t hld h:cn found ut such u lorv
i l l t i l u ( l ,  in  th is  i i i s t r i c t .  Bccausc  0 i  thc  good
I ro \pcc t ,  lo r  rc t rapp ing  in  thc  fu tu rc .  banc l ing
sas  dc l l r rec l  to  n t in in r iz :  in tc r fc rcncc .

Ihouclr botlt Lrirds \\ 'crc in grcr'-trrnrvn plunragc
thc \  \ \ c rc  cas i l r  c l i s t ingu ishcd i l s  thc  u la lc  wrs
nruch d l rkc r .  Thc  fcnra lc  t i id  l l l  thc  t ru i ld in -c .
csc()rtc(l b\ thc n]l l lc to and frortr thc ncst. ln(l
l r t c r  \h r  i rppr i l rc ( l  to  b :  rcs fons ib le  fo r  a l l  thc
brooriinc of thc cggs i lnd voullg. She wls not
he l r rd  (o  c l t l l  i l t  i l n \  t i lDc .

( ' ( ) l l c c l i on  o l  ncs t  n ta i 0 r i i l l  k )ok  f r on l  5  t o
JO sccon ( l \  and  ncs t  bu i l c i i ng  f r om I -5  t o  75
sccontis. 

_fhc 
t int!- l l lost cotnnronlV spcl ' t t  wi l l i

l bo t r t  lO  scc r r r t r i s  co l l c c t i ng  and  abou t  25  s j conds
\ \  o l  k  r n t .

\ \ l l c l l  t l ) c  nc \ l  \ \ i l \  r ev i s i t cd  on  25  Scp tcn r t l : r .
r t  l f pc i l r c ( l  l i n i shcd  cxccp t  f o r  l i n i ng ;  t h i s  wus
l i l t c r  co rnp l c t c ( i  \ r i t h  \ hccp ' s  r voo l_  Ne i t he r  o f  t hc
h i r c l s  uas  sccn  no r  hc l r d  nca rbv .  t l r ouqh  l ower
do\\ 'n thc val lct a srnit l l  nr ixccl f lock of sevcn
I: lr trnc Rol-r ins \\ i ls \sc11. I  hc clav rvas cokl and

ovcrcasl with strong {it 'rds irnrl fc$ bird spccics
rvcrc in cvidcncc.

Dur ing  thc  ncx t  two wccks ,  thc  ncs t  was  un( lc r
obscrvation cvcry two or thrcc dirys. though not
lupproachcd too closcly for fcur of causing
dcscrtion. Thercforc drtcs of cgg laying urc
unknown. On l-5 Octobcr. thc parcnt birds rvcrc
rcportcd feeding thrce vcry srrall voung. Thus,
if l ining thc ncst was cornpletcd on 26 Scptcnrbcr,
the naxinrurn possiblc pcriod for cgg laying and
incub i l t ing  rvus  l l l  days .

On l7 Octobcr. four unsct traps baitcd with
mcalrvorns werc placcd within l-5 nrctrcs of thc
ncst, thrcc near favourcd pcrchcs and thc fourth
wi th in  2  mct res  o f  thc  ncs t .  Whi le  th is  t rap
was bcing positioncd, thc fcmalc continucd to
fccd thc young. Evcry sccond dly thc nrcalworms
rvcrc rcplaccd and bcforc long both parcnts took
thc \\,orms almost as soon as thcy wcrc put out.

On 221 October. it rvas decidcd to band thc
ninc-day old nestl ings. This tinrc thc traps wcrc
to bc baitcd lnd sct, but thc nralc was caught
in thc first trap bcforc thc ()thcrs coukl bc
ad jus ted .  He w i rs  qu ick ly  p laced in  a  ho ld ing
bag while thc ncstl ings. which now ha<l well-
.trown wing .rnd tail fcathcrs. wcrc banded ancl
rcplaccd in the ncst. Thc fenralc did not sccn')
unduly agitrtcd, gavc no distrcss calls l lnd
pcrchccl within threc mettcs of thc banders.

Aftcr the male was banded and rcleascd, both
birds disappeared and the bandcrs left the area.
An hour latcr thcy rcturncd to l ind both parcnts
fccd ing  thc  young as  usua l .

On 3l Octobcr. 16 duys aftcr fecding conr
nrenccd, thc parcnts wcrc in thc trcc adi ccnl
to the nest fecding the three fleciglinqs no$
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Tasnr rn ian
t ingu ishab le  by
wi th  i . l  l i t t le
thesc  and
h i rvc  bcen

Tasnranian Tvlre Silvcr.eves
in Nerv South Wales

s .  ( i .  l -ANE

typc Silvcrcyes Zt)st(n)p.\ ldt.rdliJ t.tsDt.tni(rr arc dis-
the  ru lous  f lanks  and a  grey  or  w l t i t c  th roa t  son)e t in re5

yc l low usua l lv  near  the  ch in .  P lu r r rage d i f le renccs  fo r
o ther  s i l vercyc  types  occur r ing  in  sout l r -cas te ln  ALts l ra l l l
g rven prev ious ly  (L lne  1962.  1966) .

N , . r r l . r l l r  l i r \ l l . r r r i i r n  l ) l r (  S i l \ c r ( . ) c \  : r r r i v (  i n
t l )c  5 \ ( ln ( )  L l i s l r i c l  i l l  Mr r l  r rnc l  dLp l r t  i r r  SrP-
tcrDber cuch vcar. I know of only one record
bc t *ccn  Ntxcnrbcr  and March .  Mi  J .  E .  Walsh
inlirr| lrcd nrc that he had cilught about -50 silver-
c\c\ ul Lil Pcrousc nclr thc entrlncc to Botany
Br r r  s l to r t i r ,  i r l tL . r  d .N l igh t  o r r  l l  F rhrur r r l  19b4.
I  l r ( . !  h l rd \  \ \ \ ' r (  n (  cd  . rs  lhu ;  s r rught  cover
in  i r  hcdgc l ine .  Walsh  s ta ted  tha t  thc  b i rds  seemcd
sonre\\ 'hu1 c,rhirustcd. From his dcscription given
to olc thc slntc dn1. nrost wcre appaicntly Tas-

jus t  ab le  to  f l1 .  T raps  sc t  to  ca tch  the  femalc
rvcre i-{norcd and thc young wcrc cncouraged
by llrcrr plrcnts to nreve further olT. The bandcd
birds wcrc sccn in the vicinity for a fcu, wceks
but no lttcntpt was ltade to raise a sccond brotxi.

I l t c  n r i t x in runr  pcr ioc l  fn rnr  c i r r l y  ncs t  bu i ld ing
until lhe voun{ lcft the nest was ,12 days. 1'hi
| t  rJ , r r l r  t , r r  l r r r_ in r  incuh l r t rn !  and hr r teh ing  ro
l l ( ( l f r r ) !  i r r , .  \ \  t th  t  th (  r l rn t r .  g ivun  h \  (  our tnL . \
ro ( l  Marc l r rn t  (  |  971  ) .

Th lnks  arc  duc  to  Z .  Dennct t .  F .  &  B.  Dcnton ,
I ) .  lhonras .  M Tout  l r rd  H.  Young rvho sharc r i
In  th  ts  p ro icc t .

Reference
(  , ) u r t n c ! .  J .  l n r l  l \ l l r c h a n r .  S .  ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  . t ] r c e d i n s  D e r a i l s

of  Sonrc (  onrmon l t i rd\  in Sol | th_el \ lern Ausrrr l i r . .
/ , , | /  7 l :  l l l - t : t : 1 .

rlrniar) tvpc bircls. In thlt scirson I rccordcd thc
l i rs l  l  l r s t t | l rn i r rn  I )p (  S i l \ \ . rcyu .  on  . t t )  M i ry .  l : t l ( . r
ln r r l  In  n r ( ' \ t  I ' thL ' r  yc l t r \ .

My own c rl icst arrival datc recordcd for thc
Syr lney  LJ i . t r i . r  i .  l4  Apr i l  i rnJ  thc  l j r te r l  t J . .p i r r r r r re
, lu t r  1 l  Oc toh . r .  I  l r rvc  r rn l \  lwo re , " r r ids  lo r
Octoh- r  r rn t l  u :u r l l1  thc  r r r r ju r i i y  o l  thc  Trs r r r i rn iu l
t lpc  S i l rc rcyr . r  h lv r  , .1 - .p r r i cd  by  r r r id  Scptc r r rhcr .

' lhe 
pL'rcentagc of Tasmanian typc Silvcrcycs

r rn t t rng  u in le r  f l r rcks  nc t r r  Sydncy ' i r r r iL . . ,  r r r -hcr
cons id rnrb lS .  Of  T l r r  r i l r c tuyc i  e rught  neur
Mount Ke ir-a -at the southerr fringc of th-c Sydncy
d is t r i c t  on  6  May 1967 lnd  2  I IJ  i rn  7  Mty '196 i  .
rnc pcrcentlges wcre:

Typ"

Tusnran ian
Sydney
Otltcrs

6 May 1967 7 May I  9( r7
7.5.9
2 . 5

2 t  . 6

4 t . 6
3 . 7

5  4 . 7

I i l lrs ) Kutlnrine Houeh,
27 Phil l ip Srrcer.

L o l t r  I ' l c n t y ,  V  .

,  
I  h ! '  r \ ( r i l l c  l ) .  r C ( n l i l ! : \ '  ( , 1  I  i t  t :  l i i t n  t \ l r (

r r r r o .  n l r n d . d  d u n n !  s c r j n  w i n l ( r \  i r t  N o r t h  R l r l , :
{  5 )  d n c )  )  $ : t s  6  I  I ' c r  e  e  n t .  O n  s o r r r , . .  d i r l  s  t h e
hgurc cxcced.d l iO pcr cent whitc in Augusr
_19f9. I i5 pcr cenr wcrc Tasmanirn typc biids.- l ' ab le  

I  shows thc  numbt rs  bandcd- i t  Nor th
Rvdc in the rrronths of May to Septcnrber fronrj959 to  l9 r r5 .  r r i th  t l te  pcrccn tug , . . .  o l  l r rsnr r rn iun
l \p .  h i rJ .  uh i r .h  r r re  i r re lL rc l - .d - in  t l ) ( .  nu l lh - . r \
bantl ccl

In  Junc ,  Ju ly  i r rd  Augusr  196-5 ,  I  bundec l  28 l l
srlvercycs at Lrnc Cove of which lgl (63a1. )uerc  T : r . in l rn | i rn  typc  h i rd \ .  Dur ing  Ml r t  o r r l r
l , )u r  lo l :  r l  t rne  . i l r i r c re .  r rc re  e lug l r i  r rh i l i ,  r t ,n i .
rvirs cirr.rght in Seplcnrhcr_
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