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This  review outlines some  of the results obtained from a co-
operative project involving the bunding of over 100,000 silvercyes since
195%: numerous banders in four states and the Australian  Capital
Territory  have participated. Reference is made to the initiab aim and
its achievement, and to the value of the published urticles  which
have added considerably to the knowledge of the life history ol the

A Review of the Co—opo ative Silvereve

species. Somie yuestions  are
future  activities.
Introduction

In Novembor 1970, schedules received at the
Banding Othice took the number of Eustern Silver-
eves Zosteraps lareralls banded in castern Aus-
tralin past 100000, the first species total to
exceed this figure. The total is a credit o the
banders who have participated in the Project.
particularly  those whe have done so for some
years. Table 1T shows the number banded each
vear as detailed in the annual reports of The
Australian Bird-banding Scheme.

Formerly  silvereves were considered  to bhe
sedentary or at the most, somewhat nomadic.
Considerable doubt existed among many  Aus-
tralian  ornithelegists following A, 1. Keast’s
publication (1938) of the theory that silvereyes
irom Tasmania were found in New Scuth Wales
and the south-cast corner of Queensland during
“winter” muovement.

Aim

The tnitial aim of the project was 10 endeavour
to prove Keast's theory. If the theory were cor-
rect. the achicvement of the aim scemed feasible
Because of the habits of these birds, Apart from an
inscetivorous  diet. silvereyes feed on u variety
af soft foads. They are common in suburban
gardens, were known 1o be attructed to food
seraps particularly during cold. wet conditions

posed

and  some  guidelines  given for

TABLE 1
Number of Fastern  Silvereyes  banded  ench yew
vince Fuly 19650 excepl for the First Report which
covered the period frem Oclober 1953 to JTune Y55,
the periods are from 1 July to 30 June.

Repart Period Number  Progressive
Binded Total
First 1953-1935 6 [§]
Scecond 1955-1936 B 15
Third 19561957 16 3l
Fourth [957-T195K sl 112
Fifth [958-195Y9 1.174 1,286
Sixth 195U-TY6H RNICN] 4381
Seventh 19601961 3,053 7.434
Eighth 1961-19062 6.443" 13,877
Ninth 1U62-1963 11,6487 25525
Tenth 1963-1963 14,309 39 K94
Fleventh 1964-1965 14,8087 54,702
Twelfth 1965-1966 14,332 69,034
‘I hirteenth 1966-1967 H.IK83 77.217
Fourteenth 1967-1964 10.916% SH.133
Fifieenth 1068-1969 4,498 42628
Sixteenth 1969-1970 74755 100,103
Seventeenth™* 1970-1971 6011" 106,414

Largest species lotal for the peried
Not yet published

NOTF: The total shown for the Thirteenih  Report was
considerably lower than the previous four years due to n
general reduciion in bunding following the introduction of a
new  policy in January 1966, Subsequent  figures undoubtedly
reflect  the extremely dry  conditions experienced in most of
eastern Australin since that Gime, Extensive bushfires destroyed
large areas of habitat and o reduction in breeding resulted
in an obvious drop in bird  populations generally



The Australian Bird Bander Vol 10, No. |
TABLE 2
Details of Eastern Silvereyves recovered more than 300 kilometres (186 miles)  from banding  place
Band Dite Where Where Date  Distance Direction Recovered
Number  Bunded  Banded Bander Recovered Recovered Kilometres Miles By " Stalus
D10-06887 20, 659 Lane Cove, N.SW, lane Rosevears, Tas. 19, 160 917 ST0OSSW Dead
OH-18 100 160 Kulnura, IN.SOW, Lane Rathdowney, Q. 23 K61 8495 370 NN, — Dead
010-32200 2%, X.61 Bundon Grove, NSAW. Dowling Tianjura, N.SW., X.7.62 0 3400 210 SSW. Belton Atbive”
010-34267 9. 7.6 Hoburl, lus. Meldrum Fastwood, NASW. Y. K.62 1,070 665 NNE. Hoskin Alive™
O10-09570 17, 8.61 West Tamar, Tas. Gireen Eustwood, N.SW. 18, X.62 917 570 NNF. Hoskin Alive™
010-36546 9. 662 South Gratton, N.SW. Burnett  Cunberra, ACT. 23,962 732 455 SW. - Dead
O10-10425 20 8539 North Ryde, NSW.  Lune Rosehery, Tas. 12,1162 1030 640 5W. - Dead
O10-589(3 1. 9.62 Fastwood, N.SW, Huoskin Bega, N.S.W, 19, 1.63 348 215 S85W. — ead
01022076 9, 862 Fastwood, N.SW, lLonnon  near Moe, Vi, 25, 463 660 410 SSW. Dead
0DrO-6768 1 31, 363 Riverside, Tas, liddy Turramurmi, NS W, 10, 8.63 917 700 NNE. Walker  Alive'
IO-43261 16, 6.63 Sutherland, N.S.W. Wheeler  Fxeler, las, 17. 6.64 90| 560 SSW. o Meldrum Alive
O1-91326 13 2.64 Birkdale, QId. Robertson Canberra, ACT. 16, B.64  YR2 610 S5W.  Wilson Alive™
O10-98280 15, 664 Cudgeon. NSW. [iddy Silvan, Vic. I5.11.64 1,324 K23 SW. — Dead
O10-78709 20, 5.64 Pendle Hill, N.S.W, Currin St Muarys, Tas. 251164 9| 360 SSW, — Dead
011-12723 %, #.64 Loddon River, N.S.W, Strong Minnic Water, NSW_ 1L 7.65 547 340 NNF.  Strong Alive'™
O20-17871 Hh 760 Fort Fairy, Vic, Bowker  Minnic Waler, N.S.SW. 14, 8.65 1432 890 NE, Strong Alive'™
0112230 8. 7.63 Launcesten, s, Green near Uralla, N.SW. 10. .65 1287 804 NNE. — Dead
O10-89356 13, 6.65 Clurendon, S A, Melvin Meridith, Vic. 17.10.65 571 355 ESI - Alive"™
(H11-56251 26, 3.66 Dunmore. Vic, R Nildottie, S.A. April 66 453 IR ONNW, — Dead
011-36254 26, 3.66 Dunmore, Vic. Ross Nildotlie, S.A. April ‘66 453 IR NNW. — Dead
011-13608 3. 7.65 Haslings Point, N.S.W.  Liddy Don, Tu- 14, 5.66 1601 995 S5W, — Dead
O11-90811 13 3.67 Wilsons Prom., Vic, Gower Tatham, N.S.W, ¥, 7.67 1,304 ¥ NNF. Dead
O11-53463 15, 53.66 Beaumont, S.A. Paton Skipton, Vic. 24, 8.67 531 330 SE. Dead
01202354 1. 7.67 St Ives. N.SIW, Spurge Wilsons Prom.. Vie. 15,1067 724 450 Sw. Dead
0t0-65737 5. K67 Lismore, NSW. Benham  Swifts Creek, Vic. 7. 368 [,102 a8S  SSW. - Dead
O1L-28250 23, 865 Lone Cove, NSW. Lane Bega, N.SW. 14, .68 348 1A OS5W. — Deud
O11-44651 13, ¥.66 Waikerie, S.A, Muck Inglewood, Vic. Septl. ‘68 413 257 SE. -_— Dead
OL1-61589 30,1268 Mallacoota. Vie, Lane Line Cove, N.S.W. 6. 7.69 444 276 NNE. lLune Alive
O12-00510 20, 4.68 M Keira, N.SW. Cramer-  Cape Paterson, Vic. 19. 1.71 647 412 SW. — Dead
Roberts
01214678 220 368 Five Dock, N.SW, Swanson  Barooga. N.S.W. 13. 6.71 547 340 WSW. Gove Alive™
TWhere the recovery was by oo bander the noamie s shown,
U Released with band
TABLLE 3
Examples showing the number of times some individual silvereyes were caught in ecch month (Sydney distriet),
Buand 010 ‘ nro 010 010
Number 10679 1O35K 66137 66138
Mamnth Year 6k 61 62 63 Ced 65 66 67 "6H 69 TS89 RO 6T 62 63 64 T6S "6 64 '6S
Tan. R 1 | | 4 . 3
[ Lo i
Mar. 2 1 | 1 2 4 i 3
Apr. { l 2 M 5 5
My 2 1
June 1 1
July 2 1 1 2 H I 1
Anp. R | | 2 1 2 2
Sepl. | 4 3 | | 2 |
et 2 1
N, | 1 |
Dec, 3 2 ;
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and were casily trapped. For these reasons they
were also considered 2 suitable species for initial
bander  training  when  the  Banding  Schemie
widened s sphere of operations in 1958,

Results

A direet resualt of the project has been the
publication in this Journal of 19 articles and
notes on the Eastern Silvereye by 9 authors;
the information published in these papers has
added considerably o the knowledge of the tife
history of thix species.

The fist confirmation of Keast’s theory oc-
curred  when o silvereye which 1 had  banded
in my garden at Lane Cove on 20 June 1959 was
Killed by o cat at Rosevears, Tasmania on 19
Fanuary 1960, Detaits of this and six other
long distunce recoverics were recorded in Fhe
fird Bander, vob. 1, no. 20 page 12 (Lane 1962).
Five of these recoveries are the first five listed
- Table 20 which summurises details of silvereye
recoveries Tor distances exceeding 300 kilometres
(186 milesy. Forty-five other recoveries  have
been reported for distances between 50 kilometres
(3 miles) and 300 kifometres, and many more
for lesser distances.,

These records prove that there is considerable
movement by some sitvereyes in castern Australia;
most of the movement takes place at night {see
Lane and Batam, 1971). A revision of the map
of silverese movements  (Hitcheock, 1966)  as
suggested by Roberson (19710 s contemplated.

Resident or Sedentary Birds

The sedentary status of some silvereyes at
Five Dock. N.SW. has been clearly indicated
by NO ML Swanson (19681, At Mosman, another
Svdney suburb. 1o Bradley (1963) stated that
her records showed ™. .. a very high percentage
ol resident birds and o high retrap rate, parti-
cularly of birds banded in summer™.

An analysis of data for some “local™ birds
retrapped regularly at Lane Cove is set out in
Table 3t this shows the number of times that
cach  bird was caught during cach month. In
some mstances such as G10-1035%, the bird was
not caught during the months when breeding
oceurs i this areas possibly the trapping site was
Bevond that bird's feeding range from its nest.
Although not so conclusive as Swanson’s datu,
similar sedentary status i clearly indicated.

4

Marcit, i‘)73_

Other Aspects

The various authors have dealt with aspects
such us feeding, trapping. longevity, plumage,
weights and moult. Additional papers are planncd
to confirm, claborate on. and add to the informa-
tion already published. Those interested in this
study are reminded that anayses of results from
different arcas are most important. because whal
applies in one place is not necessarily the case
in another place.

Hypothesis

At the Coengress of the Royal Australasian
Ornithologists’ Union in Canberra, A.C.T. on
14 Qctober 1968, 1 stated that there appeared
to be two breeding populations of silvereyes in at
least some arcas of castern Australin, one which
was sedentary and one which migrated; o stmilar
habit was also indicated with some species of
honeyeaters such as the Yellow-faced Honeyeuter
Meliphaga chrysops and the White-naped Honey-
cater Melithrepins  funatuy. Discussion on, and
some evidence of this hypothesis will be included
i a later paper.

Conclusive evidence of the hypothesis is difhi-
cult to obtain and will not be acquired quickly
but Dr H. Elliott McClure (pers. comm.} has
found similar habits in comparable  temporate
arcas in Asia,

The Future
The initial aim of the Project has been achieved
but like so many studies. in proving one facet,
many other guestions arise, and this has certainly
been the case here.
Seme questions for future consideration follow:
® What is the origin and extent of movement
of migratory silvereyes—where do they breed
and where do they pgo?
® What routes do they follow and do they use
the same routes for the return?
® How long do they tuke to move from their
breeding areas to their wintering areuas?
® Is there any plumage variation distinguishing
sedentary and migratory birds which breed in
the same area?
® Do young birds of the year foltow similar
patterns of movement as the adults?
A lot more work is needed to provide adequate
evidence and answers o sone or all ol these
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questions. However,  those participating in the
Project are requested to place cmphu;‘is on—
® banding breeding birds,

® banding nestlings.

® recording plumage details in every instance.,
particularly for bhreeding birds. )

Conclusion

 This review of the Co-operitive Silvereye Pro-
et IS tooserve as an introduction o o number
of papers which will deal with various aspects
of the study: these papers are planned for publi-
cation within o year or so.

The hiblwgraphy lists all the articles and notes
published in The Adustraliun Bird Bander, and
also the ather papers referred to here.

Continuation of the Project should  provide
answers o some of the questions raised, adding
further to the knowledge of the life history of the
Eastern Silvereye.
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NEW MEMBERS

Full Members:

FELENMING. M. 84 Pennefather  Sireet, Higgins,
AT
HONIE. 1. 1. Robb College, University of  New

Foglund, Armidale, N.SW. N
SHAW, R. 1., 5§ Osric Street. Ashhurton, Vi,
VESTIENS, W 1.

AT
Associate Members:
CASTIGAN, Mrs Goo 8 “Turner Street, Bunbury, WA,
COWAN, A, N.. 6a Vancouver Street. Red Hitl,
A L.
FRANCLS, G 1 Mount Kaputar National  Park,
Box 232, PO Narrabri, N.SW.

MeQUFEN. Miss AL L0 Ro Flat 60 20 Tovala Avenue,

Brunswick, Vic,
AMANNELYL, R OH.
NOSW,

13 Winitred Street,

Mo 33 Sherbrooke Streer, Ainslic,

Bankstown.

G

MILES, Mis S0 Mo 103 Currington Rogd, Wuhe
roongi. N.S.W.

PROUEFSE. Ny S0 M. Beerburrum. Q. )

SMITHSON, M. A K3 Copeland Strect. Penrith,
N.S. W,

VERCOE. D. [... Higher Fank. St Breward, Bodmin,

Cornwall, Uk

Junior Members:

BROWN. P, 6
Vi,

JOHNSON, M. AL 42
Pymble. N.SW,

Change of Status:
The following members, having been granted banding

permits, have become Fall Members.,
LOGAN, G., Il Raphael Street, Lidcombe,

Birchwood  Avenue. Lower Plenty,

vmoon Avenue,  Wesl

N.SW.

MYLREA, Dr P. ). 8 Pideock Plice, Goonellabah,
N.SW, .

SPINAZE, Miss Moo 113 Wyradlnh Rouwd, Lismore,
N.S.W, ‘

VAN GESSET . FowW O 4 Bennert Street, Hamilton,
N.S.W.



