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Singing Honeyeater   Lichenostomus virescens    Species No.: 608   Band size: 03 (04)    

 

 
Morphometrics: 

  L.v. virescens (s-w & s-w. WA)  L.v. sonorous (central & s.Qld, NSW,  
Vic & e. SA ) 

  Adult Male  Adult Female     Adult Male  Adult Female 
   THL:         39.0 – 43.0 mm 37.0 – 40.0 mm 
   Wing :  89 – 100 mm  79 -97 mm  84 – 100 mm  80 - 98 mm 
   Tail:   77 – 98 mm  73 -90 mm  78 – 92 mm  70 - 91 mm 
   Weight:            20 – 38 g    22 – 38 g  21 -34 g 
 
   L.v. forresti (central & n. WA, s. NT   L.v. copperi (n. NT) 
       n. SA & w. Qld) 

 Adult Male  Adult Female  Adult Male  Adult Female 
   Wing:  82 – 96 mm  72 91 mm  84 – 88 mm  80 mm (1) 
   Tail:   72 – 89 mm  69 – 86 mm  72 – 82 mm  72 mm (1) 
   Weight:  21.8 – 29.7 g  19.1 – 26.5 g  20 – 28 g   
 
Ageing:  

Adult (2+)    Juvenile (1) 
Bill:   grey-black or black;   upper mandible grey- black, base of 

 lower mandible dull pink to dirty pink 
 with grey-black distal half; 

Forehead, crown & grey-brown faintly streaked by  light grey-brown; 
 nape:     brown shafts to feathers; 
Throat:   off-white with grey-brown streaks; off-white, but lacks streaking; 
Breast & belly:  cream, coarsely streaked by broad cream with dull diffuse streaks; 
    light grey-brown to brown shafts;  
Alula tip:  pointed;    rounded; 

 
Juveniles may undergo a complete or partial moult to an immature plumage that is only subtly 
 different than adults, appearing paler or duller than adults. 
Immatures may retain juvenile remiges and rectrices and alula.  
Commence moult from immature to adult toward the end of the first year.  Complete adult plumage 
 attained early in the second year. Thus adults should be aged (2+). 

 
Sexing :  

Sexes similar in plumage and males are only marginally larger than females.  
Only female incubates. 

 


