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Wendoureein Ballarat (37'33'5, 14349' E) with metal
bands.Eleven ducks were also fitted with a colour band to
allow recognition of individuals to perform behavioural
observations.Since then the water level in Lake Wendouree
has steadily decreasedand the Musk Duck population has
diminished.The lake is now drv and all of the Musk Ducks
havedispersed.

INTRODUCTION
Historically, there has been much debateas to whether
Musk Ducks Biziura lobata are flightless. Ramsey (1867)
states that "They seldom take wing; only upon a few
occasionshaveI seenthem do so, and thesewhen they have
been fired at and wounded mortally". Campbell (1901)
reportsthe following correspondence
he receivedsuggesting
that Musk Ducks areincapableof flight: "I neversaw one fly,
and the native tell me they neverfly"; "Musk Ducks can no
more be said to actually fly than, say, flying-fish".
Conversely,one correspondentreported, "I, as an old
bushman,was of opinion that they could [fly]; otherwiseit
seemsto me unaccountable
how they could suddenlyarriveat
swamp, etc., up country, newly-filled or filling by the first
rains". Campbell (1901) also reportsthat Musk Ducks have
been shot on the wing in a few instancesand presentsthe
following interestingcommentfrom a man from Queensland:
"We have a small steamlaunchhere,
[...], and go out for
moonlight excursions,and when we came to the part where
Musk Ducks congregated,as the launch came up to them,
they used to get up and fly, whereasin the daytime they
would merely flutter along the top and dive". Campbell
thereforeconcludesthat Musk Ducks can flv. althoush thev
do so mainly at night.

On 21 February 2006 while performing behavioural
observationsat the Western Treatment Plant in Werribee
(WTP; 38'00'5, 144"38' E), a female Musk Duck banded
with a metal band on the right leg and an orangeband on the
left leg was sightedby the author on one of the treatment
ponds.The combinationof metaland colour bandwas unique
and the band numberwas inferredfrom that information.
That female was banded on Lake Wendoureeon 12
December2003. The recoverytime was 2 years,2 months,
and l5 daysand,more interestingly,the distancebetweenthe
two sightingsis 86 kilometres,which constitutesa recordfor
the longestrecordedrecoverydistancefor a Musk Duck.
DISCUSSION
Only four other recoveryrecordsexist for Musk Ducks.
Three of them are birds banded and recoveredon Lake
Wendoureein Ballarat (ABBBS 2006). The only other
recorded long distance movement for Musk Duck comes
from a bird banded at Herdsman Lake, Perth (31"56'5,
115"47' E), and recoveredin Mandurah Estuary (32"32'5,
175"42'E; distanceof 68 km). Although HerdsmandLake is
not connectedto MandurahBay by waterways,which clearly
implies the bird had to fly, the duck could haveswum most of
the way. HerdsmanLake is situatedclose to the Swan River
(5.5 km) and the ocean(4.5 km). The Musk Duck could
thereforehave flown to the ocean or Swan River and then
swamover the courseof sevenmonthsto MandurahEstuary.
Musk Ducks are frequentlyobserveddisplayingand foraging
in marine habitat,on Port Philip Bay next to the WTP (pers.
obs.).Musk Duckshavealsobeenobservedforagingin saline
environments at Kangaroo Island, South Australia, and
Encounter Bay, South Australia (Wood 1960; McCracken
1999). The recovery from the WTP constitutesthe longest
recovery distance recorded for Musk Duck, but more
importantly,implies flight, as thereare no watersconnecting
Lake Wendoureeand the WTP. The female must. therefore.
haveflown from Ballaratto Werribee.

It is now clear that Musk Ducks can fly: a first hand
account of Musk Ducks taking flight has been described
(Dickison 1962; Frith 1967) and numerous extra-limital
records have been noted in Queenslandand Western
Australia.Brisbaneand SharkBay are at the northernedgeof
their easternand westerndistributionrespectively,but Musk
Ducks have been recorded in Broome, WA and Northern
Queensfand(P. Collins pers. comm.; Barrett et al. 2003;
Marchant and Higgins 1990). Musk Ducks seem to be
sedentaryon permanent wetlands, but can disperse to
coloniseinland water bodieslike Lake Eyre after rains (Frith
1967). A total of 8l Musk Ducks has been bandedro date
throughout Australia. Although available information
suggeststhat Musk Ducks can fly long distances,only one
bandedMusk Duck has ever been recoveredat a site other
than whereit was banded(ABBBS 2006).
OBSERVATION
During the 2003 breedingseason(August to December),
3 | Musk Ducks were banded by the author on Lake
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The water level of Lake Wendouree has drastically
decreasedsince 2003, when the Musk Duck female was
banded,and has now dried out. The Musk Duck population
diminished with retreatingwater levels and all ducks have
now disappeared. Prior to the lake level decrease,Musk
Ducks seemedto be quite sedentaryin Ballarat. A female
bandedin 1991was resightedon the lake more than six years
later (ABBBS 2006). This banding recovery record is
thereforethe first one to confirm, as Frith (1967) suggested,
that althoughthey can be quite sedentary,Musk Ducks can
disperseover long distancewhen local conditions become
unfavorable.
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