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Birds of Gabo lsland, Victoria

I ' .  N .  R L I I - L Y

A descript ion or Gabo rsrand, vicloria, appeared in the seabird rsiand series in
corel la (Reil ly 1977). As there is I i t  e etse in the ornithotogical l i terature about this island,
r t s  av i f auna  i s  desc r i bed ,  t oge the r  w i t h  add i t i ona t  de ta i t s  o f  t he  seab i rds .

I )u r i r rg  v is i t s  to  ( iabo  Is l i rnd  on  5_15 Dcc_
cnrbcr .  197-5 .  22-27  Januar l  lg j j .  20-27  Jar r -
r ra r r ' .  l97 l i ,  an t l  occas iona l  iubs id ia r r ,  \ , i s i t s ,  l i s t_
Ing wcrc rnirdc of all birds both on lantl and oll_
s  horc .

Wc rvcrc  surpr ised  a l  t l r c  sn l r l l  nunrber  o f
spcc ics .55 .  dcsp i tc  the  prox imi ty  o f  the  is lanc l
1 ( )  Ma l lacoota  uhcre  ruor i  than 220 spcc ics  wcrc
lccorc lcd  by  thc  B i rd  Obscrvcrs  C lub- (Rob inson
. l ' , n i  l .  l  i t l r  t l r , .  . x e ; 1 ' 1 i , , 1 1  , , 1  t h c  r : r : r . s l r r r r r l
l r ( . r lh l i r r \ l  l rd . rp lc r l  r1 'ee i r ' r  a r r r l  l t c r  i i l  l ecL lc r .
I t l r r c r  o l  * h i e h . r r (  s L  D n l c r  I t i ! r i r n t s ) .  l l ] r . r c  i  \( ' | | l \  l ( r l l r  th l r t  l r r i  whr r l l \  ins . .c l i r  r r ,us  lh r .se
l i ru r -Wl r i te  -u  ingcc t  Tr i l l i r .  Brown Song l l rk  and
l \ \ r , ,  C t l ( L , \ , r \  -  

. l t r f  | l ] , ' \ t  l i L , 1 1  r . r l r . r n t .  . r r r , . t  . e r -
I : r l r r l \  l r \ r  t  r , n l \  i l  \ C r )  s n t J l l  ( r ) | l l p r r t ] ( l t t  i , l  t l ) (
r l ) l 1 ] [ a to r \ '  \ l ) c c t cs  p r cscn {  ( ) n  t he  i s l a l t d . ' I , he rc  i s
i t t l . c l t t l r t L  \ ' , ' r c r  l ( , r  : \C rUh  l ncJ  t r r j und - fo raS inC
h i rd \  hu l  t h (  l : r r . l  , r l  F r r c r r l yp r . .  " i t h  c , , , , * eq i "n j
l j r \  ( l t r r  r - t t \  r ' l  h , r h i t . r t .  l l t i t \  l r i l t l j \  t r c ( , , u  t  [ , , r
t  he r r  i t bscncc .

Ulacklrcr l ics l lul tu.s t .ulguri .s which are *, idc
sPrcirt l  are p trot. l iscd by Si lvcrcycs i l l ld t l rr l ]c
s | cc r cs  o l  l l onc \ , ! ' l 1 c r .  a l l  n ro re  a t rund l rn t  pc rh l r ps
lh l n  h i r ( l  t hc r c  bce 'n  p t r r c l y  i l t l i g cnous  vcgc tu t i on .

. .  
l - i gh t kecpc rs  havc  r cpo r ted  scc ing  ( i a l ah .

l :as tc rn  Rose l la .  Cr in rson Rose l la ,  b la ik  cocka_
too .  I ( ) r i kcc t  and B lue-u ingcd p l r ro t .  Wc hepc
Io  con l i ln r  thc j r  obscrv i l t ions  c lu r in -L l  v is i rs  in  o t l i c r
scasons .

Nunt .bcrs  o f  a l l  spcc ics  wcc  jo rvcr  in  I97 l i  thun
rn  prcvrous  )curs ,  bo th  on  lunc l  wherc  cond i t ions
$crc (lr\ ' . uncl olTshorc. Therc was iln it lmost total
lack of brecding succcss uutoltg Litt lc pcnguins
irpparcntl)- causcd by foed shortage, and wils
presunrably also thc reason why foraqin-q scabirds
\\ 'crc l l()t attritctc(l to thc arca.

I,IST OF SPI.]CIES

Hortrr'-headed ()rcbe H iotephulu.s polioct,pltulus
Rcnltins ol ' orrc found nclr l ighthousc, Dcc-
c r rbcr ' ,  1977.

I. i l ffc lfcnguin Iltult l trulu uitpr
\h t r r r r l r r r r r .  .h r .c r l i r rg  .pL .c ic i  hu t  l , ( ,p r r l i r l i on

\ i r n ( .  \ r r d ( l )  l r ( ' t ) t  ) \ ' i t r  l ( ,  \ \ . i l r .
lVandering Af batross l)iorttcdla t.rulant' lwr  

s igh t ings  o f  I  s ing lc  b i r t l  f l y ing  odshorc
1 9 7 5

ll lack-browed Albatross D. rncluutpltrt.s
Sr rc ru l  s i . th ( in r : .  o l  ; r  s in . r l c  h i r r l  f l1 i r r r  o l l -
\ h o r c  l ( / 7 5 -  1 9 7 7 .

ll 'hitc-capped Albatross /). < railrr
Onc l l y ing  o l l shorc  1975.

Shorl-tailed Shearwater Ptrfl inut tt 'rttr irostris
Abundant  b rccd ing  spcc ics ;  in  r l l t s  o f  2000
o l ishorc  bu t  fcwcr  in  l97 l l .

l t lutlcring Shcarwalcr / ' .,r,,rrl lc
I r  1975 in  ra l ts  o l  about  2  (XX)  b i rds  o l l shorc
with l ' . tcntrint.stri"- (specirncn conlirntcd ohscr-
va t io | ) :  f c \ \ , c r  in  1977:  nonc  in  l97 t i .

ll'hite-faced Storffr-petrel Ptlugodrotttt rnurirrcr
Repor tcd  bv  l igh tkcepcrs  to  a r r i vc  cxh i lus tcd
at  n igh t .  Reo la ins  o f  l rvo  fount l  l97 l i i .

Arrslralian Gltnnal M(r.ut .\erret()r
A lu r rys  o l l shorc .  t rp  to  20  in  1975.

f icd Cornxlrant I ' lrtkrcnxttra.t t.utrtu
About tcn on rocks. all ycars.

Little Pied Cormoranl P. tttt'ltuolctrccts
l 's'o on rocks l97ll.

lllack Cornorant P. t rrr.lo
Twcnty  0n  rocks .  a l l  years .

Lif tfe Rlack Cormoranl P. .tuk in,ttrit
Onc  on  rocks  1977.
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Whilc.faccd Harrn, ,1rdcu ml uzhollurdiut'
(Jp to thlcc in boggy arcas wirlcrcd by spriogs
nntl on inlatrtl srvantps.

lf lack-shouldcred Ki|e Lluru.v nolulrt
C) lc  n lo \ t  da1 's  r l t r r ing  l (175 an i l  ( ) l rcc  on l )
1 9 1 7 .

lVhislf ing ldilc I Iali.r\ lur slt ltuturu.r
l97 l i  o l l l .  Ur in -u  lou '  ovcr  pcngu in  bur rows.
( )ncc .  *hcn  c l i s tu rbcc l .  l l cw o l l  w i th  pcngu in
brrt dtoppctl it: not knoNn whcthcr pr!-y dcild
( ) I  i l l l v c .

WhilcJrrcastcd Sca-caglc Hu[it(t ' tu,\ l(ttd)!]u!l(t
A t  l c r \ t  th rcc  b i rds  inc lud i r rg  two inun l tu rcs .
I ' cngr r in  an t l  s l t c i r r \ \ l t t c r  rcn t l ins  fo t tn t l  l t l  f ccd
in r :  p l i t ccs .  spcc ia l l y  in  197f3 .  Whcthc t  p t .cy
takcn a l i vc  i s  no t  knewn.  though s ta rv ing  l i vc
J0uDg pcn{u ins  nrovcc i  on  thc  sur tacc  i t r  d i ty -
l igh l  in  l97 l i .  t - igh tkccpcr  rcpor tcd  ( )nc  ( l rop-
pcd tr) sca clglc \\ i l \ sl i l l  wirrm.

Swanrp Harricr C irctr.s uartrgiuosu.r
S ing lc  s igh t ings  in  r l l  ycars .

l, i l tfe Frlcon Fulco kttgipctttt is
O n c  i n  1 9 7 7 .

llrorvn F-alcon L ltL'rigoru
S ing lc  s igh t ings  in  a l l  1 'cars .

Nrtnkecn Kcstrcl l: . rnu lu rt i l 'r
S ing lc  s igh t i r rgs  in  1975 and August ,  1977.

Picd Olstcrcalcher Lt((t lulopu.\ r)\1rulegu,r
l ) i r i r  oncc  in  1975 unc l  1977.  f l y ing  c losc  to
sh orc'.

Srxrl l Olslcrcalchtr I L luligino.sut
lJp  to  l i vc  o l )  rocks .  u l l  ycars .

l\frskcd l 'ktver l l  utcllu'; nri lcv
Lrp to I I togcthcl in i l l l  opcn i lrcas. all yclrs:
hrcc(i\ on airstrip.

(lrntrrron Sandpiper'frirtgtt htpoleuco.s
S ing lc  s igh t iug  on  rocks  1975 nnd I977.

Japancse Snipc ( )a inu1:o luudwi<li i i
Onc  in  1977 in  bogg l  a rea .

S i f rc r  ( iu l f  Lu t  t r t  rnnre ln ' lhux l i tL
Op to  30 .  r r l l  I c r l s .

Ifrrcil ic Grrl l 1.. put' i f i ttrs
Onc olTshorc Octobcr, 1977.

Crrnrnron Tetn Stcnu ltirundo
F iVc  o l l s l ro rc  o l r  th rcc  da)s  lq7-s .

Cresled 'l'ern .1. bcrgii'
Up  to  26  on  rocks .  i r l l  ycars .

flrush llronzewing Phap,r cleguns
ln  a l l  \u i tab lc  hab i ta ts .  a l l  yeurs r  b recd ing .

of Gabo lsland Corella 2 (4)

! 'an.tailcd Cuckoo ( i i t t i lrrr ptrrhrtlt l tuuts
Onc juvcn i le  1975.

Rufous-tailed Bronzc-cuckoo
C It t.u t<:oL t r,.r bs.sqlis

Occas iona l  rccor ( l s  d t r t ing  l ( )75  l rn t l

lhrn Orll 
' l  

t l tt ulltu
Spotlightcd I975. Rc|,.rrtecl to ftxrst
tca- t rec .

l ( ) 7 7 .

in  th ick

Spinc-tailed Swilt H i r u ntl u p t r,s (.1 u d.t('t I l I | \
F locks  o l  up  to  l5  b i rds ;  a l l  ycars .

t-ork-tailed Swilt A pus ptt< ifi< u.s
I : locks  o f  up  to  5O b i rds .  low dotn  i t r  1977:
( )nc  ( )n lv  i r len t i l i cd  i r r  Prob i lb lc  n l i xcd  f lock
l 9 7 l { .

Sacrcd Kingfishcr lt( (.\'ott .\(ttctu
Brccd ine  pa i r  19771 i l t  l cas t  t l l o  b rced i r lg  p l i rs
r97 t i .

( i r t r tn ron  Sk l la rk  th  k ln  t t ( t t \ i \
T rvo  on  a i rs t r ip  197-5 .  onc  l97 l l .

lvelcone S*irllow ft irrtrttkt tteoxcnrt
Wide spt citd; br.cccling.

Richard's Pipit A tt luts notu(\(clundiu(
Evcrywhcrc itr opcn lt rcits.

Whitc-wingcd'l' riller I'ul ug t ; t tL' ur t t
Onc  fe  ma lc  on ly  1978.

(lonrnon Rfackbird l'ttdu: mtrulu
Evcrywhcrc  in  sc rub .  spcc ia l l y  in  b lackber r ics ;
[]rccd ing.

Golden Whistlcr I'ucln ceplrukr p(torolis
' lwo 

in  t975 and 19771 a t  l c  s t  th rcc  pa i rs
I 97ll ; prcsurtcd bt.ccdirrg.

Cllnrorous Reed lVarblcr
A tx t ce p I u I u.t t t ( t t I o r ( t t,\

Onc  s i len t  b i ld  in  rccc ls  l9?11.

Lifl ls (;rassbird 14, gulttrt l N,(rnittt !t\
In arcas of thick rccd antl rttsh. l ivc pairs
brccd ing  1975,  obscrvcd  a l l  Ycars

(;olden.headed Cisticola ( r,r ' l /cola r't l l i lr
ln  th ick  rccc ls ,  l t  l cas t  s ix  pa i rs :  b rced ing

Rulous Snnglark Cinchtrfuunplu'; I alIIctt"\ i
C)nc  hcurc l  dur i t tg  hcavy  r : r in  1977.

f ieldwrcn Serittrttis f uIigircsu,;
Onc in  bunks ia r " tca- t rcc  scrub  w i th  th ick  rccds
1 9 7 7 .

Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Lich\tostomus cllryso ps

Sclttcrcd throughout scrubl brccdlng.
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New Holland Honevcaler
I 'Irt I i t lontvi.t not uehIkndiut

In  l l rgc  l locks  rh roughout  sc rub  and lou  heuth ;
brccding.

'f 'rrr 
rl.crowned Honeletaer l ' . nrclunopu

I rvcr ' \whcre  hu t  r t l r in lJ  in  opcn hc l th land;
brccc l in t .

Sifvere\e /r)\k,/ 'rrlty Ittt,ruli.s
M()s l  con tn lon  b i rd  on  is l l rnd  excc l ) l  o l l  rocxs
l r ld  g ras : land:  b rccc l ing .

(irrnnron Slarl ing Sria.lrr.r r rrlq,rl- ir
[:rcrvrvhcrc : hrccrling.

Artslrafi irrr Rtvcn ( oi.t r ir qtromtides
tJp  to  I l  l l i rds .  o l ten  nc l r r  l i rn rv r r ro .
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-  ln  . \L r {us1  197;1 .  a l I : r le  n  V i r l c ' .  Sandy I r la t .
Nerv  Sout l t  \ \ ' a les  a  p r r i r  o l  inc l i v ic lu l r l l v  co lour -
brndcti ' : '  Ycllou-rurnped Thornbil ls A eurt lt i iu
(JD . \ . \ t ) r t l t r )4 ,  (  No.  0 I  2 -22  103 and O l  2_22 I  I  3  ) ,
uas obscrvcti rc|lr ir ing 1ln old ncst I nr fronr thc
qrrlrrrrl irr ir [Junva Pine Aru!(uriu ir it i  r, i /11. FoLrr
, ! i '  N . r . .  l r r i , . l  hur  rh ru i  r l i s r r l rpc r r r r . r l  , l r r r i r rg  in_
\ ' r r l rJ t r r )  .  \ ( r  t (  r l l r r r  , t l t . . I  h l l ch i r t r :  r t  $ l rs  J i r_
c( ) \ ' c re ( l  th : t t  lhe 'ch ick  $ l rs  i r  cuckoo.

A Ilrrl irrrs-tailccl I lronze-cuck0o (: I r\.\()(occy.r
/ , r i . ra1 l r ,  l l l r r l  bcen sccn und l l ! ' a fd  in  thc  v iC in i lV
l r r r  s r r t l .  , l l r r . .  r r . u . r l l 1  e i r r l t  r r t o r n i r r ! s .  t r r j l i n u
lrorrr pirl lcs lrirnsntissiltn l incs or. u Pinu rudiutit
i l boLr l  l0  D l  I toor  th ( '  ne \1 .

Iircqrrcnt obscrvations rvcrc rnirdc ol l lrc ocst
rluring thc tccdinl pcriod, lnd it was noticccl
lh i r l  r r ( (  l r r l lg - l l l r ynsq l  . : r r r . r l r r r l rpc r . .  { l c t t ig0n i i -
( lu i  ) .  i l I ( l  \ \ ' \ i t . r l  \pc r . i ( \  , r l  :n t ( , r , t l l  \ k inncd
cllcrpil l i tr i lppcilrc(l 1() hr thc nrl in itr:nts of forxl
b rouqh l  to  thc  les l .

\Vhcn thc \oung cLrclioo lcli lhc ne\l it spcnl
the  l i r \ t  th rcc  d i t l s  f lu t le r in {  about  i l  thc  r rcs t
t rcc ; lnc l  in  scvcra l  l ru i t  t rccs  ncarby ,  thcn  i t  l l c$
ln lhc l ' . tqdiutd al]cl irrrrDcti i lr lely bcgln t0 sup
p lcnrcn l  thc  r : r t i ( )n  b r ( ) l t rh t  to  i t  l t )  1hc  thornb i l l s

t t , u ' , t \  i t \ t , t  n , ; ,  f ' t . " ; , t , J  , ,  t t t ,  e t , , r , a t i , , n  B i t , l -
ht tk l i t t !  . \  l t t  t l l i  ,  l ) i I is i t  , l  a l  ly i l ! l t i l (  Retef th.  CSIRO.

observations on the Diet of a Fledgling Rufous-tailed Bronze-cuckoo
by crting hailv cutcrpjl lurs rvlrich rvcrc ul.runthnl
( )D t l re  l rce .  l t  w i ts  lhcn  jo incd  by  lhc  l ( lU l t  cuc_
koo. t)ut \\ ' t\ Dol sCCn t() hc fetj bf it.

Thc ' . thornb i l l s  r : radur l l l  s loDped Ice( l ing  rhe
yot rng  b i rd ,  and in  l$ 'o  wreks  bo th  cuc loo i  hu t l
d  i \ i r l )pc r r rcd .

.  I l t i .  ; r r r r c s  l l r c  t l r r e s t i r r r r :  \ | r \  l l l u  f . t i t l ! :  l c d
r r \  r l  \  rc i t l  I ) i l r c I l  u l t kn( , \  l ( '  l hc  ( )h : \ ( . r \ c [ ,  r
r locs  thc  youn! r  cuckoo ins l inc t i vc lv  c  t  I t i t i r v
( i r r ( r l \ i l l i l r . ' .  l t , ,  . r rek , ' , r .  hur r  i r l rp l r re i r t l l  hc . . , ,n t i
ldap tcd  1{ )  c r l ing  lh .sc  c r r rc r f i l l r r rs  r ih ich  rc
rrviridcrl bV nrorl bircis]

l )L r r ing  the  who lc  l te r io r l  tha t  lhe  voun i l  cudkoo
r r r rs  l r . in . .  I i .L l  h r  r l rc  t j r ( , r lh i l l .  i r  r r i ; , .1c  i l r . , . r r r l . .' h iss in { ' ca l l s  

as  voung thornb i l l s  tk r .  In  Dcccnrbcr
ol thc sllntc vcaf a grollp of Supcrb Bluc Wrcns
L4altrrtt.s tyunttt.s, wits secn lo bc l,cccling lrnothct
IlLrhrLrs-tl i lecl Brunzc-crrckrxr which rirarlc thc
\ i | | r )c  ' \qu{ : rk inu '  c i l l l .  i r s  } i rU  g  \ r  rcn \  ( l ( r .  Ap l ) i t r -
( .  t l \  cUckr ro \ . r r t .  l rh l t  t  r r r rn r ic  t l te .b . .g ! ing  L . l r l l .
r r l  lhc  yor rnp  o l  t l r c  sp tc ics  uh ich  is  l i r s t t ' r in r . :
l h c n l

t  hc  f o l l ow ing  yc l r  t hc  t ho rnb i l l s  l t ( ) vL ' ( l  3 (X )  r ) r
. twu1  l r nd  : , uccc rs l u l l )  r c l r r ' , : t l  t l t ( i r  o$n  y ( \Un ! .
as  c l i d  l n  unbandcd  pa i r  u .h i ch  t ook  ove r  t hc  o l r l
ncs l  i n  t he  Bunvn  P inc .
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