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Fairy Penguins Eudyptula minor
penguins was carr ied out at one

within Twofold Bay
such location during

Sep tember ,  1978

Ma in land  b reed ing  co lon ies
NSW a re  documen led .  Band ing i '
the 1977-78 breeding season.

lntroduction
.l 

wolold Bay is a natural dccpwater harbour
(I; igLrrc I ) on thc firr south coast of New South
Wirlcs. on rvhich thc township ancl port ol Edcn
is situalcd. Thc Bay has a colourftt l history of
shorc rvhaling and nrrrit iurs ctltnntcrcc. It cn-
c()tnpilsscs itn itrert of -50 squarc kilQntctcrs, at
37  O4 '  S . .  149 56 '  E . .  somc 400kn (by  sca)
soLrtlt of Sydtrey.

In I974. Mrs Paulinc Rcil ly rcqucsted details
of r nlrinland Fairy Pcnguin EudlPtulu mirutr
brccding colony in the Eden arca. My inquiries
fri lcd to rcvc l iocll knowlcdgc of any colony;
howevcr, in 1975 a child reported seeing Fairy
Pcnguins ncar 

' l  
hc Eagles Claw. A scurch reveal-

ccl cviclcncc of a small colony at thc basc of a
s tccp  c l i lT  in  thc  v ic in i ty .

Ornithological History
'I 

hc Iack of local knowledge of this small
colorrS' t irs surprising, howevcr, furthcr invcsti-
galion lnrl i lrfornration glcarrcd from older fishcr-
incn rncl rcsidcnts showid a substantial dccline in
thc poprrlalion of ltnguins in Twofold Bay.

Pr io r  to  1935 co lon ics  o f  Fa i ry  Pcngu ins  wcre
known 11 'thc ladclcr'. in Snug Cove and in Yal-
lunrgo (-ovc (scc F'igurc l). It would appear
tl lat thcrc \rcrc other colonics in the Bay, the
lotirl population ntav havc bcen in exccss of 500
brccd ingr  pa i rs .  

- Ihc  
on ly  known co lony  w i th in

thc Brl ' at thc prcscnt t inte is that at The Eaglcs
Claw which contained fivc breeding pairs in the
sumrDcr of 1977-78. Apart fronr th(] obvious rc-
rrrovul of hahitat in Snug (i)vc, which now accom-
rrodatcs thc Edcn Fishermcn's Co-operirt ivc, a

slipwal' lnd ussociatcd buildings, and Yallumgo
Cove which contains bulk fuel lacil i t ics, the main
cause of thc birds clcclinc has becn predation by
dogs. In thc carly 1940's thc penguins in Snug
Covc nested undcr then cxisting buildings, but
'clogs sniffcd out the burrows and torc thc birds to
p icces '  (Mr  Jack  Warrcn ,  pcrs .  comnt . ) .  The

ot
of

a Figure l. Mup ol Tvnlold Ba!- showing locations
tn(ntion?d i tr  l (  r t .

( iilt ( ri!. linl

Ilattl: u\td tttrc proritlul b,r tlrc Australiu Bird-
htnl i  t :  S( lu,nt( , I ) i \ is io o l  Wi l l l l l (  Resedrch,CSIRO.
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tlcnrisc oI the birds rcsidcnt at 'thc laddcr' was
also caLrscd prirnarily by clogs (Mr. Eric Fletchcr,
pcrs .  comm.  ) .

Observations
'I-hc 

[iaglcs C'l lw colony was lirst observcd
by  nrc  in  thc  spr ing  o f  1975.  Thc  hcad land on
which thc colonv is locatcd contprises volcanic
clays lnd rhyolitc of rhc Dcvonian rgc. The birds
hrvc nestecl bcncath bouldcrs in soft clay, shcll
grit and sand. atnor]g it soft crccpcr plant ancl
tr. lssock grass. Thc tops of thc cli lT irrc covcrcd
thickly in tea-trcc and thc only protection front
prcdirtion is thc stecp cli l ls surrounding thc
colonv. 

-[en 
n!'st sitcs havc bccn located and

t l te rc  i s  r . ' r ' i Jcn .c  r r j  r , . r t i r r !  t l . I r t . . r ions  i rmr rn !
lhc tussock gftlss.

In October, 1975, scvcral birds wcrc observed
sltlrrg ot't eggs, hut beforc thc study was lully
corllrncnccd il scvcrc stornl occured and wltvcs
cxcccd ing  l0m brokc  in to  thc  Bay .  caus ing
s_!'v! 'rc dauragc to vcsscls ancl property. Tha
Fr rg lc :  C l i t r r  \ ' ' ,1 , ) l \  w i t :  c ln lp lc ic ly  u i r .hc r l  , ' r r t
i l l l ( l  t l l (  h l r ( l \  d rd  n , , l  rc tu rn  tO br (cd .

[)uring thc 1976-77 scirson on11 fir,c bircls wcrc
obscrvcti in ncsts and cisht chiiks wcrc lound
dcad .  in  thc  co lon_" -  on  subscqucnt  v is i t s .  No
brccdrng succcs\ was founcl an<l no bantling was
ir ttcnrptcd.

In  l ( )17-78  ncs ts  wcrc  nunrbcrcd  and dc ta i l s
rccordc'c1 clLrring six visits fronr 9 Nov., 1977 to
l2  Fcb. ,  1978.  l -cn  adu l t  b i rc ls  wcrc  b lndc t i . i
an(l t$o i ldult birrls wcrc found dclrcl lrt thc
colonl, in Novcnrbcr. Fivc chicks wcrc bandecl as
hcr l thv  runners  and havc  s incc  lc l t  thc  co lony .
IroLrr chicks (unhantlc'd) u,crc founrl dcucl cluring
l l t c  1 le r iod .

Nesting Observations and Results:

,   PPA  RF  N ' I  I 'A IR  R I .SU I - ' I '
I 90 -
07tl l i4 & {)7l l l l5 Firsl  :r t lenrpt- l  dead chick (Nov.)

Scc. ultcnlpt-2 chicks raised (Jan.)
chicks 07892 & 07893.

07l l l l6 & 078117 Fir\ l  l l lcnrpt. I  dc:rt l  chick (Nov.)
Sccond l  empt_l dc|d chick (Feb.)

_ t  Ch i ck  07894  (Fcb . )
07l l l l . l  & 0Tlt l l l {  I  eggs (Nrrv.) no further success.
071 t82  &  o lhe f  I  ch i cks  ( Jan . )  07890  and  07891 .
071{l l  |  & 071l l l9 I  r lead chick (Nov.)

I  de  d  ch i ck  ( Jan . )
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'I-hcrc 
was eviclcncc of chicks using nrorc than

onc ncst sitc and thlt birds could breccl success-
fu l l y  a f te r  ln  in i t ia l  fa i lu rc  w i th in  thc  onc  scasot ' I .' l 'his 

concurs rvith obscrvalions nraclc bl thc Pcn-
g r r i n  S t u r l l  ( i r , ' 1 r p  1 r 1  \  O l l ( i  i r r  h r t L r l i r i g  r r ' l r r l i e '
i t r  \ / i c to r i l r .  ( I , .  Re- i l l1 .  f c rs .  con ln l . ) .

Conclusions
' I  

hc  dcc l inc  in  popu la t ion  o l  Fa i ry  Pcngu ins  in' l 'wolirlr l 
Bly uncloubtcdly resultcti front cxpan-

s ion  o f  hun] l r l t  fopu la l ion .  subscquc t r t  ( l cs l ruc t io r r
o f  b rccd ing  hub i t r t  and i r r l c r fc rencc  bv  dogs . ' l -hc
ncilrcst known hrcccling colonics ol Fairy Pcn-
gu ins  cx is t  on  Mont lgu  Is land sontc  l (X) -km (by
sca) north, nd Cabo Islund sonrc 55 km to thc
south .  

' l hc  
fuggc( l  n i l tu re  o f  thc  coas t l inc  par t i -

cularly bctwccl'r Edcrr and Cabo Island suggcsts
a  prob lb i l i t y  o f  s in r i la r  sml l l  n ra in l lnd  brccd ing
colonics. Howcvcr, thc Iinlitcd brceding succcss
cmphasiscs thc nccd for. protection of thc brccd-
ing  s i tcs  f rom prcd i l t ion  by  r lan  and h is  in l ro -
rlucctl 'pets'.
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