
Observations on White-breasted Robins Breeding near

From obscrvations of White-breasted Robins
Eopsaltria gcorgiana in the Manjimup rcgion of
Wcstern Australia during 1975 we obtained a
strong indication that a pair had double brooded,
but without any means of individually identifying
t l rc  h i rds  wc cou ld  no t  bc  cer ta in

I .hc  ncx t  sc l ts r rn  a  pa i r  ag l in  took  up  the  same
lc r r r to rv  i r \  Ih r t  occup ied  in  Iq75 by  the  suspcc ted
doublc-brooded pair. This territory was about
60 m x 20 nr in size and situated between a road
and swamp in a stretch of Karri and Marri trees
rvith an understory of Karri-hazel, sword grass,
brlckcn and bramble.

^ On 8 September 1976, a nest with two eggs was
found_ in a tangle of Karri-hazel and panI! con-
cealcd by hanging dead bracken. Thi neit was
camouflaged on the outside with dead bracken and
placcd about one metre above the ground. a simi-
la r  he i {h t  to  tha l  o f  the  two nes ts  lound in  1975.

On l6  Scprembcr  rhe  cggs  ha lched;  on  l9
Scptemhcr thc mirle w:ts banded* and the next dav
thc two pull i and the female were banded. Thi
pull i f lcdged succcssfully on 29 Scptember. One
of the banded runn€rs was seen feeding indepen-
dcntly in the ground litter in the nestin-g territorv
r ,n  l7  Octoher  anr l  thc  fo l lou ing  p tumage deta i l s
werc recordecl:-

Head end w,ing coverts: Mottled brown.
Pritnarie.s: Blue-grcy. t ipped brown.
rrccft. lJtue-srev-
Brecst: Motiled brown and gey with clear

grcy  c loud ing  a t  the  s idcs .
A hdotncn: White

, . ,Our . impress ions_ ga incd  the  prev ious  year  tha t
whr tc -brcas ted ,Rob ins  may ra ise  more  ihan one
nrood were conhrmed when on 4 December about
40 m from the site of the old nest the banded

female was discovered again sitting on two cggs.
This nest was about 3.5 m from the ground in an
upright fork of Karri-hazel camouflaged on the
outside with bark and bracken. Betwecn 16:O0
hours on 12 December and 16:30 hours on 13
December one egg disappeared; the remaining one
hatched on l5 Dccember.

As late as 24 December one of the juvcniles
from thc first brood was stil l feeding in thc terri-
tory unmolested by the adults and as far as wc
could see taking no sharc in thc feeding of the
ncstling. The ncstling fledged successfuly on 28
l-)e cc m bL- r.

Fivc other nests of White-breasted Robins were
discovercd in the locality; four werc from 2.5 m
to 3 m above the ground, and one less than I
m. The higher nests were camouflaged with bark
and lichen but the lower one used bracken. All
the low nests under observation in 1975 and, 1976
succcssfully nedgcd two pull i but rrnly one of rhe
hrgh ones was not predated.

- The latcst edil ion of Birds ol Westcrn Australia.
Serventy  and Whi t te l l  (1976) ,  in  i t s  d iscuss ion  o f
the Whit€-brcasted Robin states that-'(wo cr more hr,x)d\ mry be reared.
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