


68 Cook Island, New South Wales

D. Charley, R. Moffatt and L. Tarvey visited the island
for 2.5 hours.

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Puffinus pacificus Wedge-tailed Shearwater — The
burrows of the birds were spread extensively over
much of the island. Some 1500 burrows were
estimated. The greatest densities occurred on the
elevated flats where deeper soils have developed. A
number of adult birds were located during our visit.
There appears to be little change in the number of
breeding shearwaters on the island when compared
with Lane’s estimates of 19632,

Haematopus fuliginosus Sooty Oystercatcher — Three
pairs were observed. Two nests were found, one at the
base of the cliffs at the northern side of the island. The
other was at the base of the cliffs at the north-western
edge of the island. The species was not recorded on
the island in 19632

Larus novaehollandiae Silver Gull — This species was
not recorded on the island in 19632. An estimation of
more than 2 500 was made during the visit. Some 23
nests containing eggs or nestlings were located. A
number of empty nests and runners were also found.
These nests were found in all parts of the island
and were usually located among the Tuckeroo shrubs
or on the vine mats. The establishment of a nesting
population of Silver Gulls on the island appears to be
a relatively recent occurrence.

Numerous items of household food scraps, including
cooked meat bones, were found on the island and it
was suspected that the gulls were foraging in the urban
areas of Tweed Heads about 4 km to the north-west.

Sterna bergii Crested Tern — Over 200 individuals
were observed on the island during the 1992 visit.
They were not recorded by Lane? in 1963 but he
recorded that local fishermen stated that the terns nest
‘some years but not others’. During the 1992 visit two
small colonies, one of of eight and the other of eleven
nests were located at the crest of a rocky slope mid-
way along the island.
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Other Seabirds Recorded
Phalacrocorax carbo Great Cormorant

Short-tailed Shearwater
(One found dead on the shoreline).

Eastern Reef Heron

Puffinus tenuirostris

Egretta sacra

Factors Affecting Status

Human visitation appears to be confined to the lower
slopes and rock platforms. The fishermen’s hut, noted
during the 1963 visit, Lane?, has been removed from
the island.

The increase in the number of silvers gulls may be
having a detrimental impact on the Crested Tern and
Sooty Oystercatcher breeding which may necessitate
some future management action. Gulls were observed
harassing the terns and a number of broken eggs were
found within the colonies. The large number of gulls
on the island probably accounts for the small number
of breeding Crested Terns.
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