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Observations on Swamphens tsreeding
near Manjimup, W.A.
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Observatrons ol a breeding pair of Swamphens. Porhpyrio porphyrio. breeding near
Man l lmL rp .  480  km so !1h  o l  Pe r i h .  du r i ng  1976 /77  a te  p resen ted .  A f t e r  ha l ch i ; g  t he
ma le  cons l ruc l s  a  nu rse ry  nes t  (R rdpa th  1971 )  i n  a  t ussock  o f  g rass  o r  amongs t  some
reeds  I n  a  s i t ua t ron  more  eas i l y  access ib l e  t o  t he  ch i cks  whe re  l hey  can  be  b rooded
a l  n rgh t  o r  a l  t imes  du f l ng  l he  day .  Two  o r  t h ree  o l  t hese  nu rse ry  nes t s  may  bc  bu i l t
a r  o r  e ren t  s r l es  w r l h i n  l he  l e r f i l o r y .  pc rhaps  i o  csson  t he  r i s k  o f  p r cda l i cn .

Orr r  ho t ) tc  o \c r look \  a  s r l i r l l  i r r iga t ion  t ianr
l rh ich .  in  Iac t .  i s  low- l r ing  ground l lo ( )dcd  in
sPrur r :  i r r t r . l  d la inc t l  in  i lu tun) l l .  ' l  hc  c r lgc  ( ) l '
thc (,irn) supports a tood rro\\t lt oI swilntl.)
\ cgctltt i(]n: rccdnracc. swordgras\. sctlge ltnd
fushc \ .  \ \h ic l t  i s  thc  h i rb i ta t  o f  l r  nunrbcr  o l
\ \ \  lu ] lnhc  \ .

lhc  i r rcgu la r  shorc l i r rc  o l  t l r c  dant  i s  t l i v idc t l
in to  l i r c  l c r r i to r i cs .  uh ich  arc  \ t rong ly  de fcndcd
(luring thc hrccrling sclrson and to l l lcsscr cxtcnt
lo r  t l t c  re \ t  r r f  lhe  Icar .  Thc  tc r r i k r rv  o f  thc
(1 , 'n r in : ln t  l l i l i r  r .  l l l r .  l l r t t . s t  : rnJ  c \ t r i t ( l \  i l l t , '
o ! I l '  g i l rdcn .  l  h is  te r r i lo r !  i s  vc r r  s t rong l !  dc
lcn t lcc l .  i r l l houg[ r  dur ins  thc  w in tc r  n ' ]on ths  an-
o thr r  pu i r  i s  pcr rD i t tcc l  t ( )  f ccd  in  thc  poorcs t
scc l ion  o l  t l r c  .uurdcn.  

' l hc  
dont inant  p l t i r  ncs tcd

in  l l t c  on l r  pa tc l r  o f  rcc t ln r tcc :  ( ) (hcr  s \ \ ,an lphcns
nc \ tc ( l  in  c i ther  s$ordgmss or  rushc \ .

' I  
hc  ncs t  *as  rnadc  by  bcnd ing  ( )vc r  thc  rccd

lrlcc to l-(trnr a plirt l irrnr approxintttcly 20 cm
th ic l .  u i th  r r  sha l low suuccr -shapcd de 'p rcss ion
in  l l ) .  ( (nLr r  . l ' r r r . . l )  l i r r . ' .1  r r i t l :  : ' r ; r . ' c , .  r r Ip r r r r i -
n lx lc l \  l0  cm d ian ]c tc r  by , l  cn t  dccp  a t  thc
con lnrcnccn lcn t  o l  incub l r t ion .  inc rcas i r rq  to  l0
c n l  i l l  h l l l c h i n i t .

I )u r ing  Scptcnrbcr  1976 thc  fcnra lc  $as  found
incuhat ing  four  cg ls  lnd  on  9  Octobcr  two
ch icks  hr r l chcd.  Onc cg i :  had bccn takcn .  p robat r l l
hy  r r  r l t  !udr : in r  bv  cxcre t l  found nc l r  t l l c  c l lp ty
shc l l ,  a r rd  thc  o thcr  \ \ ' as  in fc r t i l c .  On I  I  Ock)bcr ,
i r1  I7 :OO hours .  thc  n t i l l c  i tnd  lcn ta lc  tverc  ob-
\c r \c ( l  cons l ruc t l l l g  i t  | lUrs ! ' rv  nc \ t  tn  a  c lun tp
o i  r t r rhcs  gro$ inq  in  i rbout  onc  rc t rc  ( ) f  watc r .

On corup lc t ion  o f  th is  ncs t  the  lcnr i t l c  b fou th l
l l t c  l *o  ch icks  f ro l l t  lhc  rcc ( in l tcc  l i r r  I r roor l ing .
In  thc  n rc ln l in rc  thc  n r i l l c  wcn l  o1T.  rc lu rn in ! l
about  h l l f  rn  hour  l l t c r  rv i th  food fo r  thc  ch icks .
On thc  ncx t  two n ig l ) ts .  i l (  l7 :30  hours  anc l
l7 : (X)  hours  rcspcc t i rc lv .  lhc  l cnr r l c  l ld  ch icks
il l lain \\ 'cnt t() this nur\cr\ ' ncsl.

So tha l  thc  b i rds  cou lc l  b !  l )ho tographr 'd  i l
h idc  hac l  bccn  c rcc lcd  ncur  thc  nurscrv  ncs t  on
l2  Octobcr ,  lnc l  a f l c r  r r l lo * ing  tuo  days  1or  thc '
birds to bcconrc i lccustonlcd l() it. i1 \\ ' i ls occupicd
on l : l  Oc tobcr  a t  I6 : (X)  hor i rs .  Br  l6 :10  hours
t l r c  h i r l l s  \ \ . : r c  l , . r l i n . . :  i r r  l l l .  \ i . i n i t \ .  h u l .  i r [ t ( r
30  nr inu tcs ,  thc  fc r r i l l c  rnd  ch icks  had nurdc  no
lipproach to tlrc ncst nncl thc rn le \\ ' lr\ not in
s igh t .  Howc ' ,c r .  invcs t i r . t i l t i on  l ronr  thc  b lck  o f
thc  h ic lc  rcvc l r l cd  thc  mulc  bu i ld i rg  a  ncw r lcs t
i rbou l  l i vc  mct rcs  f ro rn  lhc  onc  undcr  obscr ' , l r t ion-
Whcn l t c  f in ishc i l  thc  ncs t  hc  ca l l cd  anc i  onc
ch ick  i l l t cnrp lcd  t (J  rcach h i  r .  bu t  rc tu rncd  to
thc lcnralc \\ 'hcn !lbout halfual lrcross an opcn
p l tch  o f  \ \ ' i r t c r  about  onc  n tc t rc  u i r l c :  l l t c  fe rna lc
thcn  cscor lcd  bo(h  ch icks  1( )  thc  ncw nc \ t .  B !
20 Octobcr onc of t lrc chicks hlrcl disrrppcurccl.

( )n  I  Dcccr r rbe . r  i l  l ) . \ \  l )  bu i l l  nursery  ncs t
rvas  Ioc l tcd .  anc l  on  ,1  Dcccnrbcr ,  r t  0 f l :30  hours .
thc  adu l t  pa i r  o f  Swi rn rphens u i lh  lour  ch icks
rrnd thc juvenilc fronr thc prclious brood *crc
()l)servcd lecding urountl it. This nest hird ulrcad)
bccr r  usc t l  u  d  cont inucd to  b i  so  un t i l  i l  sccond
\ \ i l .  a o n s l r u e l c ( 1 .  h U l  u | l ] , ' r l l r n r l c l !  r t  u r r '  i r r r l ' o s -
s ib lc  to  c losc lv  obsc ' rvc  c i thc r  o f  l l r csc  ncs ts  w i th
( )L r l  ( l i \ tu r l ) i l ]g  thc  b i rc is .  On 3  |  I )cc .n rbcr .  i r (
l6 : (X)  hours .  thc  n r i r le  swanrp l rcn  rvas  obscr led
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Ituilding on thc ltrst of a ('oot , l rrl lr.rr .tt i l  situatcd
on u  lo rv  s tuDtp  a t  thc  cc lgc  o f  thc  d tn l  about
50  nrc t rcs  f ron t  thc  housc  f ron t  uh ich  excc l l cn t
obsclvltt ions couli l bc matlc. 

' l  
hc ('oots rvere sti l l

rusin-g thc ncst rt night to brood thcir four nronth-
o ld  ch icks  i lnd  s l ronq ly  rcs is tcd  thc  usurpat ion
r r i th  f lapp ing  o f  * ings  and sp lash ing  o f  \ !a tc r .
a1l lrcconrpanicrl bv a {rcat dcal ol voclrl noisc.
l ()r no apparcrlL rcrson u Musk Duck /l l ; irn.c
/r;hrrtrr joincd in thc fnlcil\. oncc or twicc rhc
s*arnphcn s toppcd uork  an t i  r t radc  a  s tab  a t
lhcn l  \ \ i th  h is  bcak .  bu t  in  a  qu i l r t c r  o f  an  hour
thc  cs t  \ \ l r s  to  I t i s  s r t i s fnc t ion .  an( l  a \  the  Ceots
runrl Musk Duck hntl rctircd. hc commcnccd
lccc l ing .  I l r  l9 :15  hours  l l l  thc  lanr i l y  wcrc
lc . 'e l i r rg  a r rd  g rac l r r l r l l t  r lo rk in -g  nc i r rc r  lo  thc  ncs l .
I :ac l r  i r c lu l t  h r rd  onc  ch ick  in  c losc  cornpan l  w i th
it, rvhich continuullv hcggccl for fooil bv jrimpinr:
up  nd  down i rnd  a t  thc  s i l l l r c  t in tc  f lapp ing  i t s
ru  r t r . l c  r -c le  vc  lopcd t r ings .  ' l hc  

o thcr  two c l r i cks
\ t rc  fccd ing  inc lcpcndcnt l l .  [ ]L l t  sonrc t in tes  thc \
r r , r 1 l l l  ; 1 1 . 1 r 1 q r ; 1 . l 1 , , r r r '  r r l  t l r c  : r r l u l t .  l , ' r  l i r o d .  H o r r -
ctt ' t. orr cllch occasion thcv rvcrc chlrscd olT. Thc
j r r rcn i l c  r r " r r  sccn  to  fccd ' thc  rc jcc tcd  pa i r  rv i th
l t r r r l  io r ts  o f  l ro t .

, \ t  I9 : . lO hours  ouc  o f  thc  indcpcndcnt  ch icks
c l in rbcr l  in to  thc  ncw ncs t .  bu t  i c f t  a ln tos t
in rnrL-d i i l t c l \ ' .  F ivc  n r inu tcs  I i l t c r  thc  fcn ta lc  l c ( l
thc chick. r.r 'hich hld bccrr iLccolrpanyin.t hcr.
| ) lo  thc  nc \ t  $hcrc  shc  ar ra r rgcd  and rcar rangcd
thc  ncs l  n t i r l c r i l l .  Thc  ch ick  rvh ich  had becn
i rcconrp ln l ing  th ! '  n la lc  ran  to  t l rc  nes t  and
c l in rbcd  i r r  u i thout  hcs i t l t ion .  A t  I9 ;45  hours  ons
o l  thc  inc lcpcndcnt  ch icks  cantc  to  thc  ncs t .  bu t
hc forc  cn tc r in ! l  s loppcd and cx tcndcd i t s  hcxd
t() thc ienralc (nr thc t 'rcst, $hO rcciprocltcd thc
ac t ion .  touch ins  thc  ch ick 's  bcak .  Thc  c l r i ck  thcn
cntcred thc ncst. Thcsc nclions rvcrc rcpcatcd lt
l-c\\ '  nlinutcs latc'r rvltcrr thc lust chick cantc k)
lhc  nc \ t .  F ina l l r  thc  juvcn i l c  squcczcd in  as  nruch
( r l  i t sc l f  s  i l  cou ld .  A t  20 :  l0  hours  thc  mi l l c
irPprouchcri thc ncst, stoppcd about two t ctrcs
l ronr  i t  and  ca l l c t l  Ioud lv  bc forc  n tov ing  qu ick ly
il\\ 'a\ to thc far siclc of thc tcrrit()ry.

On \ub \cqucnt  cvcn i r rqs  t l rc  f r t rcco ing  ac t ic lns
\1cre rcpcatcd. cxccnt thilt \\ 'e did not scc thc
juvcn i l c  en tc r  thc  ncs t  aga in .  I l v  l3  J i rnuary  thc
li)rrr chicks \\crc roosling itr lhc lo\{,cr branchcs
o l  \ ( )D)c  t .ccs  s tand ing  in  about  J0  c l l l  o f  w l l t c r
rrntl lhc juvcnilc f lcw to thc hi-qlrer branchcs. On
lS . lunua11.  thc  \ \ l l o lc  fan t i l v  *as  s t i l l  I cc t l in {  in
t  hc  1c  r r  l  to r \  .
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Nonc ol thc bir.ds rvas bunclcd arrd it \\, i ts thus
not possiblc to dctcrnrinc. as thc chicks l lrcw
oldcr. which rvcrc followins thc adLrlts and rvlrich
tlcrc fccding indeDcndcnll\, a\ thcrc wcrc no
obscrvlblc clif lcrcnccs hctwccn thcln- N-cxt scason
wc hope to  l c l rn  n rorc  bv  h i tv ing  thc  b i rds  on
th is  c iun t  bandcd.
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Wing-tagging of Parrots

r ' \unrbcrs  o f  Adc l l idc  Rosc l las .  I ras tc rn  Ros-
sc las .  Ra inbow Lor ikcc ts  and Musk  [ -o r ikce ls
havc  b :cn  n la rkcd  rcccn t ly  w i th  pu lug i i r l  rv ing-
tirss in thc Mount l-oftv Rangcs ol South Aus-
t ra l i i l .

l l irds rvcrc ntarkccl *ith a bi-colourctl lag on
cach rving, thc sizc of thc tag vlrying according
to thc spccics. Thc trgs irre aiso numbcrcd to
fac i l i ta tc  ind iv idua l  idc r i t i l l c i l t ion  i l  b i rL ls  i r rc  rc -
trlpped or rccovcrccl.

Dctails of sighlinr-:s or rccovcrics wil l bc apprc-
ci tcd lnd may bc rcDortcd to thc projcct lcadcr.

J .  B .  Cox ,  Na t i ona l  Pa rks  and  W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce ,
Box  1782  G .P .O .  Ade la ide ,  S .A .  5001 .


