
' I hc  p rcsent  rangc  o f  thc  Azure  K ing f ishcr  in
r\ustralia is consiticrcd to bc throuchout northcrn
Australia, clorvn thc east coilst and cxtcnding to
r\dclaidc-. It is also fountl in l-asntrnia and in
thc islands to thc north of Australia (Marshall,
l93 l ;  \Vh i r rc l l  &  Scrvcnr l .  1948;  S la tc r ,  1970 i
I {cadcrs  D igcs t ,  1976) .  I t s  rangc  a lso  ex tcnds
into thc north of Westcrn ,,\ustralia and is con-
s idcrcd  bv  Scrvcn tv  &  Whi r te l l  ( t976)  to  bc
clrssil icd as a Kinrbcrley bird. It is not con-
sii lcrccl to bc found fi lrthcr south in Wcstcrn
A u s t r a l i a  ( F i g .  l ) .

Studv Area
('asual obscrvations on thc rvild birds in thc

13 ick lcv  Va l lcy  o f  Wcstc rn  Aus t ra l i r .  32 '00 '  S . ,
l l6 '06 '  I l . ,  rvc rc  bcgu l  in  I973.  Th is  va l l cy
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a I ' i !ure l .  7lk ! , t( t(nt1\ '  rcconlcl Austral ian di.r-
tr i l , i t i . )n i l tut( l t t l t  ol  t lk A.ur( Knqlishet dnd the
lt)tut i t ,  tr l  l l tL nrr ! ighti  g, Iu thi!  sfrciei.

Corel la 1 (4)

occurs witlr id thc I)arl ing l lrrnr:cs 3{)-.10 knr
cast of Perth. Thc vallcy is an oitl cstablishcd
citrus orchirrd arca with la(rah ltucalyplus nnr-
l1irrttttt, Marri I.:u.ab ptus caktphtlkt, and a giant
banksia Bcntsla ,q,rdrdl.r undcrstorcy sti l l  -rcncrally
prctlonrinating and occurrin-q down thc vrl lcy
sidcs to thc orclr:rrds. Picssc Brook florvs aJong
thc vallcy floor and supplics thc watcr for irri-
gation of the i lrca. Although tlrc strcam now
runs dry from mid-January unti l thc wintcr rrins
(car ly  Apr i l )  la rgc  opcn soaks  s t i l l  cx is l .  The
arca gcnerallv is nradc up of small propcrtics
ranting fron 5-10 or nrorc hcctarcs. Thc northcrn
and castcrn aspccts arc hcavily forcstcd, rvhilc
thc soutlrcrn and wcstcrn approachcs lrccomc in-
crcasinlly morc populatctl to thc city of Pcrth.

Obscrvalions

Ovcr thc latc $'intcr/carly summcr of both
1973 and 1974 casua i  s igh t in ts  o f  an  i r idcsccnt
b luc  b i rc l  w i th  tangcr inc  c l tcs t  n rark ings  wcrc
nrarlc. I classil ictl thc bird as thc Azurc Kinc-
lishcr. 

' l  
hc bird clcarlv rcmindcd nre of rn carlicr

expcricncc with thc Conrmon Kincfishcr, l l t(zlo
a t r l r r ' r ,  u l t i c l r  I  h : r r l  sc t . l r  In i l t )  l i r lL . \  i r r  r l1  ch i l rJ -
I t , t  r l  i r r  F r rg l .n r ! .  Becuuse . ' f  t l r c  cc r tu in rJ  f  thc
obscrvations I kcpt no tlctailcd cllta on thcsc
olrscrvations and I rvas latcr surpriscd to find
thrt thc nzuro Kingfishcr was not rccordcd bclow
thc Kimbcrlcv arcl of Wcstcrn Australia.

I was famillar with thc Sacrcd Kinglishcr
l la l t . r , , t t  ' , t t t ta .  r rh ich  is  a  conrnron  spce ic .  in
thc  B ic l l cy  Va l lc l  i r rc r r .  t  h i r  , ,pcc i . r  wr r  qu i rc
distinct from thc spccics rccorded as thc Azurc
Kingfisher.

No siSlrtings of t lrc Azurc Kinclishcr wcrc nladc
in  197.5-  Howcvcr .  in  l97r r  thc  spcc ics  was r rg l in
rccordcd,  two bc ing  sccn  on  25  Octobcr  1976.

Unusual Sightings of the Azure Kingfisher
D. KEAST

S lgh t i ngs  o l  t he  Azu re  K tng l i she t  Ceyx  azu reus  have  been  made  i n  t he  Da r l i ng  Rangg
area 30 40 km east of Perth, W.A. Sjghtings have occurred over late winter/early summer
in  1973  and  1974  and  i n  Oc tobe r  and  November  o f ' 1976 .  Sho ! l d  t hese  obse rva t i ons  be
veri l ied by olhers and the species be seen more regularly in future then the range lor
t he  Azu re  K ing f i she r  w i l l  be  ex tended  down  the  wes t  coas t  o f  Aus l ra l i a  as  i t  i s  i n  t he  eas t .
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I l tc bircls \\ 'crc sc!' l l  on ir l inc clciir ntorDin! at
t ' . i l ) : r . l r  l l : t ( l  r c c r r r d ( J  t h , n t  u i r l r  c l e r i n  n t l r c r
h i rd  'Pcc i , ' .  . \  r ing lc  b i r r l  \ \ ' l \  i r l \u  r . . cordcd
u t t  l - l  \ , r t i r r r h . r  I ( ) 7 b .  l l t i . . .  t ' h . i r r l ' i o n .  r r i r c
rn i ldc  c losc  to  $a tc r  tv i th in  l l t c  lowr . r  n re i ts  o l
thc  B ick l r - .v  Va l le  r .

Ovcr  th is  t in tc  I  rcgu la r l r  obscr rcd  thc  Sacrc t l
K ing l i shcr  in  thc  a rca  and thcsc  wcrc  d is t inc t
lronr the- .,\zurc Kincfishcr, bcing both largcr
l rnd  o f  d i l l c rcn t  co lour inq .

Ihc  c l i s t ingu ish ins  fca tur is  o f  thc  Azurc  K ing-
l l shcr  ue ' rc  i r idcsccnt  b l r rc  back  rnd  w ings .  t i l n -
g ! - r rnc  b rc i rs t  and dr rk  b rorvn  b i l l .  Thc  s t r i k ing
cli l lercncc fronr thc Slcrcd Kinglishcr was thc
l rb rcncc  o f  w l r i t c  n rark ings  i t t  t l t r '  !hou ldcrs .

Conclusions
' I I t c  

obscrv i r t ions  o f  t l r c  Azurc  K ing l i shcr  a rc
IiLr rcnrovcd fronl the prcscntlv ncccptcd Wcst
/ \us t ra l i xn  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  thc  K in tb : r l cy  l {angcs .
Although no rrrigrrtion hirs bccn rcportcd for thc
spcc ics .  t l r c  obscrva t ions  in  l l  th rcc  )cars  (1973,
197.1  i rnd  197( r )  o f  i t s  p rcscncc  in  thc  B ick ley
Vu l lcv  huvc  co inc idcd  w i th  thc  p rcscncc  o f  thc
Iiainlrtrrv IJce c.\lcr Merop.\ orr&t/r/r. Ihis spccics

K ing f ish . r  S igh l i . rgs  B1

r ) l ig ra tcs  l ' r ( ) l l l  nor thcrn  urc l ts  and is  fo r rnc l  in
tcrritory associi ltcd with thc Azurc Kinslishcr.
Thcrc was no cvidencc of ncsting or ct(hcr jndi-
c l t ions  o f  thc  cx tcn t  o f  th is  spcc ics  in  thc  lowcr
\!est of Wcstcrn Alrstri l l ia. [{itrvcvtr. it n]lty $'cll
bc  th r t  thc  l rnqc  o l  thc  Azurc  K ing l i shcr  nou '
cx lcnds  ( lown thc  Ncs lcn l  cous t  o f  Aus l ra l i l r .
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Breeding Seabirds on Statis Rock, New South Wales

N. ( i .  HOLMES

In  l97O Robcr t  Eddcn shoucc l  n lc  scvcr i l l
ph()kxlraphs of brccding scabirds th.lt hc oblaincd
about l9(r5 ut Statis Rock, ncar Seal l{ocks. on
thc  ccn t r r l  co i l s t  o f  Ncw South  Walcs .  Thcsc
dcpictcd thc Litt lc Pcneuin Eutlvptula rninor,
Silvcr Gull Lunrs rttty'ucltolktrrdlae and Crcsted-lcrn 

.Slcrrra boqii. This Scabird lshnd is dc-
scr ib :d  fo r  thc  l i r s t  t imc.

Statis l lock is situatcd -50 rI olTshorc at thc
ers tc rn  cnr l  o f  Sugar loa f  Bay  (32  27 '  S . .
1 5 2  3 2 ' E . ) .  l t  i s  l b o u t  2 2 5  r n  l o n g  b y  1 0 0  r r
rvidc irntl consists of two stccp, parallcl rit iges
oricnlrtccl north-soUtl 't, r isin{] to l2 nt clcvation
ilt l l)c soulhcrn cnd. Most of thc surfacc is barc
rock. brrt thc wcstcrn riclgc supports a l inlitc(l
vc{ctlt ion. nrainlt, of gmsse s.

C)n  3  J lnuary  197( r  I  cxanr incd  thc  i s land
t l r rough b inocu lu rs  l ronr  thc  ad j : rccn t  head land.
About lcn pairs each of Silvcr Ciull and Crcstcd
Tcrn rvere brcctl ing. I hndctl on thc island on
3 Januurv  1977.  Approx imatc l ) ,  l (X)  d isuscd
ncsts of Silvcr (iulls wcrc scattcrcd i l long thc
wcstc rn  s idc  o l  thc  i s l lnd .  bu t  on lv  two pa i rs
rvith cggs wcrc sti l l  prcscnt. Six pairs of Crcstcd'Icrns 

hlcl cglrs. but thcrc rvas no in(l icrtion of
g rc i l t c r  numhcrs  c i r r l i c r  in  th ! -  sc  son.  F ivc  adu l t
l- itt lc Pcnguins rvcrc located in crcvices at thc
south-wcs tc rn  corncr  o f  thc  i s land.  Onc was on
two cggs i ln(i lnothcr hrd t$i) ) 'oung. hut t lrc
othcrs \\ 'crc loo (lccp to rcnove fronr thcir ncsts.

N.  G.  Ho lmes.  Zoo logy  Depar lment ,  Un ivers i l y  o f
New Eng land.  Armida le .  N.S.W.  235 '1 .


