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A Note on the Female Plumage of the Leaden Flycatcher
JOHN LIDDY

Allention is drawn to a g3neral ly overlooked phase ol the lemale plumage of lhe
Leaden Flycatcher Myiagta tubecula showing dist inct white external edging and white
t ips 10 tai l  teathers. The range oi lhe Broad bi l led Flycatcher M. tuf icol l is on the eastern
coast ol Queensland requires detinit ion. Satin Flycalchers M. cyanoleuca in lhe
Queensland Museum col lecl ion are signi l icantly larger than the Leaden Flycatchers, but
most recent texts lndicale that they are of sirni lar size.

I" irc , l /}  ia.qrr i  l l )catchcrs occur in Austral i i r ,  givcn in scveral publ icat ions, and thcsc arc sum-
t l t r cc  o f  r vh i ch  cxh ib i t  v c r y  s im i l a r  p l umagcs ,  v i z .  n ra r i zcd  i n  Ta l r l c  l .
l ' . r t l t  ' c r c '  , ' l  t he  t s r , r uJ - l r i l l c r l  F l vc r t c l r L . r .  r nd
rrrc fcrnare plumage ot rl," r-"",.rJ"' Fi1"i,J"i --t]"t:l j.. 'n7t) furthcr e mphasiscd thc -diflcr-
ln(t sxrin Filcatcier tu*a.""li ' iqiiit3r"i", :1.".\, l"J]il 

colouration its a diagnostic featurc
197-1 ) . ' l l rc  l {est less F ivcatchc,  u.  i , r , r i i r ,n 'u i rJ  for  thc Broad-b i l lcd F lycatchcr :
Sh in in r :  I . l l ca t chc t  M . ' u l cc to  a r c  d i s i i nc t i v c  i n  D i \ l i ngu i shed  f r om fen r r l e  Le rden  and  Sa l i n
al l  plr irragc's. Inrmaturc nalcs of buLh LcrLdcn 

I l ] !rr !hers bv lhe \\ 'hi lc in thc l i r i l '

l tncl Satin Ir l lcutchcrs rcscnrblc thc fcmalc. Thc It  is shorvn bclow that somc fcnralc plumagcd
lai l  colounrl ions of l l rc thrcc sinri lar specics arc Lcadcn Fl lcatchers havc whitc cdgcs and t ips in
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lhc tail. an(l hence this fcaturc is not reliablc for
cli l lcrcnti lt ing b-'t$cL'n Lcldcn and Bronrl_bil lccl
I  l vca tchcrs .

Ml l lhc \ \ \  ( l9 l l )  dcscr ibcs  tu ,o  fcnra lc  l_c rdcn
I j i \ c l1 ( 'hc rs .  ' l  

hc  l l r s t  b i rd ,  f ronr  K iama,  N.S.W. ,
i s  p l r l l v  r l cscr ibcd  as :

' .  
:  l l r l  d l rk h i l i f ,br() \ 'n  or  n l t ) rc ( ) r  less f r ingci l

$ i t h  r L  \ l : r l c  l . l u e  l o * r r r d s  t h e  b a s c  a n r t  b e c o m i n g
J ' .  l ( r  . ' r  r ' r (  , , r r r c r  c J g e . .  e s p c r i r r l t y  r , r u . r r r t r  r t r f
L t f  .  $  t r  ,  t ' . , , t ( l - .  . r . , \ . - h .  r , :

' I  
hc  t i l i l  o f  rhc  sccond tcnr r l c ,  l ro rn  Derby .

\\1.. \. is t lcscribcti i ts:
' .  

. :  t i r i l  l c i r l l l e r \  l l r r k  b r o s n  \ r i l h  $ h i l i \ h  e d f e s
r, l  Ih! ' .  r i t \  j tn( l  i , l ( )ng rhe orr ter  \ r ,eb of  the orrrer
nr" \ t  lc l lh, . r  on errch s i t ic :

I loth birds urc figurcrl in platc 405.
In  thc .  la tc  spr ing  o l  l975  n l i s t  nc t l in {  conr_

rncr re t r l  i r r  ( l r r .  r r r r rngrovcs  f r i r rg ing  pur r r iecs tonc
l ' . r \ \ j l ! t ! . .  . t tu l l c ( l  l l  k0r  r .us t  Uf  Bccrhur run t .
[ ) t r ] t i ( ( \ t , \ l l (  l t : t . . . l cc  i \  thc  u i i l c rw: t ]  r i - twecn
t i r  ih ie  I : l r r l r l  r r r r t l  lh .  : rd jaccnr  r r l i i n lun . l  o f
sou lh -cas tc rn  QLrccns land.  Dur ing  thc  sumrner
of 197-5-7{r six Lc'ircien Flycatclicrs in femalc
I r lunragc  ! \c rc  nc t lcd  in  th is  a rc l  o f  mangrovcs .
r\l l  six birrls hld l distinctivc lcadcn-rvhiti nrar-
g in  on  thc  c \ tc rn i l l  cdgc  o f  thc  ou tc r  ta i l  f ca thcr
lrnLl thc:rdjaccnt fcathcrs rvere narrowly tipped
whi lc  (F ig .  l ) .  O lher  ta i l  l ca thers  r laa-  n rvc  a
susgcs l ron  o l  a  p i r l c  t io .  Dc ta i l s  o f  the ,sc  s ix  b i rc ls .
lorcthcr with an0thcr fcntalc nctted in tlre sanrc
arcu  in  Mu l  I97( r ,  u rc  g ivcn  jn  ' l  ab lc  2 .  Mcasure  -
r)1cnls i ln(l or nlass \\ 'crc lakco for f ivc of thc
s i r  b i rc ls .  und a l l  uc rc  snu l l c r  than l  pu i r  nc t ted
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a Figt l rc  L Tt i l  t ) i  ldnl (  p lutnrrcul  I  t ,n l tn
I  l \ , , t h t t , r  l t , t r l  u t r u , , , .  L , 1 , , ' t \ t , n ! , t  _ . r  \ , , r , a r l , ( r
t 9 7 \

i n  thc  ad jaccnt  l i r ca  o f  o l rn  co ts t i l l  Io rcs t  on
7 Scpt : rnbcr  1975;  th is  n ra lc  anc l  l cn l i l c ,  bo th
had wing chords of 79 nrnr ancl nlrss of 1"1 rrntl
13 .5  g  rcspcc t ivc lv .

-  C)n  l0  Janu l ry  1976,  th rec  fcnur lc  p lunrarcc l
Lcadcn Flycatch!-rs wcrc obr ioLrsly agitntc(l
$'hcnevcr lnvonc plrssctl alon{ onc pitch of thc
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nr : ln { ro ,c  bank .  r ind  ncs t ing  was suspcc ted .  No
nlrlc *ar scen. lnd indeecl malc plumagcd
l -cud- 'n  I i l r c l t che ls  \ ! c rc  ro t  sccn  in  t l rc  man-
{ ro \ .  i r f c i l  c lu r in ! :  thc  sunrn tc r  o f  I  975-7( r ,
rullhough trro or t i ircc femalc pluuragecl birds
\ \c rc  \ccn  dur ing  nros t  v is i t s .  i r  ldd i t ion  10  thc
l ) i r ( l s  I l . ' t t c (1 .

, \  conr lT i r i r t ion  o l  l i )u r  I i l c to rs  (wh i tc  in  thc
t r i i l :  \DL l l l c f  s izc  c r rn rpared \ \ i th  thc  p l l i r  nc t tcd
in  Scp:cnrbcr :  i lh \cncc  o l  n ra lc  p lun l rgcd  b i rds :
l ln(l ()ccrrfrcncc iD nlrngrovcs ) clruscti mc to
( luc r \  1hc  id rn l i t i  o l  thc  b i rds  and t ( )  chcck  1hc
poss ib i l i t r  thu t  thc r  l r igh t  b :  Broac l -b i l l cd  F ly -
c r r tchcr \  n r l l r ke( l l \  ou l  ( ) f  thc  rccogn iscd  rangc ;
r l  t l r c  l in rc  |$ i t \  un l rN l rc  o f  M i t thc rvs '  t l cscr ip -
l i ( )  \  ( ) l  thc  l cn ta lc  [ - r t r r . l cn  F Iyca tchc Is .

' l -hc  * ing  chords  o f  n inc  Ouccns land Muscum
\ lcc i r l .us  o f  Icnra lc  p lunragcd l -eadcn I i l y -
c l tchcr \ .  iDc lud ing  t$o  iDrnr l lu re  n ta lcs .  r  ngcd
bL l$ccn 7 l  n rnr  l rnd  79  nrnr .  Measurcncnts  o l
thc  r rposcr l  cu ln rc r r  ln ' - l  l i d th  o f  thc  b i l l  r t  thc
l r l sc  rvc rc  s in t i la r  lo r  l l l c  n ruscun l  l rnd  Bccr -
l ru r ru l r  b i rc ls .  L loucvcr .  nonc  o f  thc  n tuscum
hi r r l s  sho*cd  lhc  d is t inc t  \ \h i te  cx lc rna l  edg ing
rnr l  r r r  { ips  1o  thc  tu i l  l c i l l hc rs ;  bu l  scvcra l  spcc i -
n rcns  har . l  lhc  ou lenuost  ta i l  lea thcr  pa lc r  than
lhc  rcs t  ( ) f  thc  1a i l .  and  Ihc  cx tc rnr l  cdgc  tcnded
tLr  i rc  Ia lc r  t l l i r i r  thc  rcnr i r i i rdc r  o f  thc  Ica{hcr .

l . cadcn I - l l ca tchcrs  wcrc  no t  obscrvcd  dur ing
v i : i l s  to  Bccrbur rur r r  on  l8  Apr i l  and  3  May
l()f(r. trut ir birci in fcnnlc plumtec wls ncttcd
t ,n  l - i  Ma!  1976 Th i \  b i r r . l  c l i c l  no t  h rvc  thc
*h i tc  cc lg inu  rnd  or  t ips  lo  thc  t r i l  l ca thcrs ,  bu t
agrcec l  gcncra l l l '  u i th  scvcra l  o l  thc  nuscum
sk ins  in  huv ing  r r thcr  pa lc r  ou tc rmost  fca thcrs .
I l  h ls  [ rcc r r  l ssurucd.  pcrh l rps  c r roncous ly ,  th r t
thc  sunrnrc r  poPLr lu l io t r  t : f  l - cadcn F lyc l tchers
hud nr ig ra tcd  ou t  o f  t l t c  i i r c i r  in  cnr ly  Apr i l .  and
thut thc bird nctlcr.l iu Muy \as a pilssrge
nl i!:ntn t -

Sonre  l -e ldcn  l r l )ca tchcrs  in  fcmr lc  p lunragc
lhus  harc  con lpar l l l i vc lv  p la in  b rorvn  ta i l s .  rvh i l c
o thcrs  h i l vc  \ \ c l l  ru i l r l ' rd  uh i te  edgcs  and t ips .
Ihc  fo rDtc r  l l l ) c  sccnr \  to  l - t c  n ros t  con tmon;  i t
i s  a ln ros t  un iversa l l v  dcscr ibcd  in  tcx tbooks  and
is  rcprcscntcc l  by  i r l l  n inc  spcc in rcns  in  thc
Ouccns lunc l  Muscun co l l cc t ion  und by  thc  b i rc i
nc t l cd  i r t  Bccrbur runr  i r r  May 1976.  ' lhc  p lunragc
r r i lh  sh i tc  cdgcs  and t ips  on  thc  ta i l  i s  dcscr ibcd
t\ Mathe $: ( I 9l I ) l i)r ir bird f ron Dcrby,
\ \ ' .A .  an t l  a lso  i |pp l i cs  t ( )  s ix  b i rds  nc t tcd  in  the

n)angrovcs  ncar  Becrbur ruru  dur ing  tho  summcr
c l  l97-5-76 .  Thc  s ign i l i cancc  o f  th is  p lumagc
v l i r ia t ion  is  unkno$ n .

l)iscussion

l-lrc Brold-bil lcd Fllcalchcr is a poorly knowrr
spccics in Austri l l ia l ind is nol \\ 'cl l rcprcscntcd
in collcctions. Sevcral rcfcrcnces in thc l iteraturc
arc  opcn to  s fccu la t ion  as  (o  $hc thcr  o r  no t
sonrc r! 'cordc-d sightings of thc Broad-bil lcd Fl1'-
catclrcr sltould lroI rnorc propcrly rcfcr to feuale
plunragcd Lcadcn Flycatchcrs. 1\t prcscnt thcre
d()cs not sccnr to bc irny agrccd chaructcrislics
bv  wh ich  thcsc  spcc ics  c ln  bc  d is t ingu ishcd in
lhc  l i c ld .  Ihc re  i s  a lso  poc l r  i lg rccnrcn t  l lnong
rur io rs  au lhors  to  thc  sout l l c rn  l in r i t s  o f  the
l1rnl]c ol thc Broarl-bil letj Flycatchcr (m thc east
co i rs t  o f  Quccns lanc l .  S lu tc r  (  197 i1 )  and Of l i cc r
(  1969)  bo th  l im i t  i l s  ranre  to  Crpc  York .  Mac-
clonrki (197-.1 ) cxtends i ls rangc t() Cooktown.' l  

hc  rnos t  c lc l in i l i vc  n rngc  is  g ivcn  by  Stor r
(  1 9 7 1  ) :

' .  e i rs l  eoirst  o i  ( lafc York Pcninsul i r  south 1()
(  r n 3  C ' f c n ! i l l c  i r n d  f l u g g e l i l ( ) n e  I s l i l n d :  . ' .

( 'u r ious l ; '  S to r r  (1953)  in  a  p rcv io t rs  pub-
lication has rccerdcd it nruch further k) thc south:

'Sccn only in i l lL lu lLucu th ickcl \  r r r ( )nnd swirn)p;  ncl r l
(  ( x i k l o \ !  n  r n d  F r i f \ i c \ r ' -

ExiLnrples oI ruore soulhcrly rccords rcferrcd
to thc Brord bil lecl Flycatchcr inclucle Cooktown
and Pcbbly Bcrch. south ol Port Douglas
( W h c c l c r  1 9 6 7 ) ,  D u n k  I s l r r n d  ( T a r r  1 9 4 8 ) ,  a n d
Sab ina  Po in t ,  Shoa lu 'a tc r  B l ry  (N ix  1972) .  Unt i l
such tin)c as thc Broad-bil lcd l ' lycrtchcr is proved
to occur south of Cap.c (ircn!i l lc, it sccms

lrrudcnt to rcgurd all such sight records sontcwhat
sccpt ic r l l ) .

The smlll scrics of Srtin Fly'crtchcrs in thc
Quccnsland Mrrscurn was cxanlincd fot cclrtt-
para l i vc  purposcs .  Wing chords  o f  thc  four  spec i -
nrcns \!crc l l l l  rnnr for u nralc, and li3 mm, l i4
nrm untl l l6 rror respcclivciy for thrcc fcmalc
plunralcd birds. In thc halcl the Satin Flyciltchcr
i \  r  re l r t i vc l r  ru rss ivc  b i rd  conrpnred u i th  thc
I-cadcn Flycatchcr. and thc rclativc sizcs of birds
frcrnr thc Ouccrrsland Muscunr collection is wcll
i l lustratcd in Figurc 2. l-his dif lcrcnce in sizc
rvas quitc uncxPcctcd lron nrcilsurcnrcnts given
for thc nvo spccics in various tcxts dcaling rvit lr
Austr!l iaD birt is. 

' I-he lcngths of thc l-caclcn and
Si r t in  l i l l c r l chcrs  u rc  cach g ivcn  as  6  inchcs  by
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