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On 5 n\orcnrbcr 1975 obscrvations \\ 'crc nlrde
,;tn O. spaltl ingii at 

' l  
hornton Pcak, ncar Daintrcc.

Quccn, i r r rc l .  \ \  h i l c  chccL ing  mi \ l  n . . t \ .  wh ich  hrd
l ) - ' \ ' n  ( rc ( t fd  t , )  l r ln  b i r ( l \  l i r r  r (c  r :n i l ion  r r r r rk_
ing, I f lushcd two Jirirs o.f birds fro-nr thc ground
and into thc nct. Only onc ( a fcnlalc ) w-r-s cup-
tu rcd ,  thc  o thcr  th rcc  bounc ing  ou t  and cscapcd
lnto thc vcgctaiion. Upon rcrl lovai thc tr.appctl
h i r t l  c r r r i t l c r l  s .v i r . r l  lu r i . l  i ,n . l  v i , :u rou ,  i i i cs .
rvhcrcupon a malc rcturlrcd frorn thc undcrbrush
and,  c rouch ing  w i th  w ings  sprcud and t l i l  t l roop-
ing, ran cnli ing towalds tr-tc. I was standing on
thc  opDos i tc  s idc  o f  thc  l t c t  1o  h im aDd,  as  hc
approachcd. hc struck thc nct rnd bounccd out.
l lc passctl under thc nct and rcpcatcd this bc-
hav iour  f ronr  tha t  s id . ,  aga in  h i t t ing  t l t c  nc t  and
c-scaping. I ic rnadc scvcn passcs, cithcr striking
thc  nc t  and cscap ing !  o r  runn ing  undcr  thc  bo t ton ;
shclf. Each tinlc l l 'rc fcmalc crl lc't l  thc nralc rvould
a t tack  w i th  inc rcascd v igor r r ,  on ly  tu rn in {  awav
rt thc l i lst ntomcnt. Thc closcst i lpproaclr \\ 'as 10
rithin onc mctrc. (Jn thc scvcnti] pass he struck
thc nct and I wls ablc to cilpturc hinr by ltxtping
thc  bo l ton)  u f  thc  nc t  ovcr  h in r .

Wlrcn I nrovcd to lnothc'r nct I l lushcd a
scconcl pair. tsoth birds \!crc caught; howcver,
thc uralc cscapcd tluring rcnr()val from thc nct.
Ca l l ing  by  thc  fcnr r l c  p roduccd a  s imi l r r ,  bu t
lLs i  i l ! l r cs \ i rc .  rC : j ,on \c  f r r \m l t in t .

' fhc 
birds wcrc rcturncd to a centri l l  point,

lvhcrc thcy werc nlcasurcd, narkcd and photo-
gmphcd nricr to bcing rclcasctl at thcir point of
capturc .  Dur ing  th is  t imc.  ca l l ing  t rv  thc  f i rs t
fenralc clici lcd considcrablc strug-cling by hcr
nlrtc, but no rctction \\ ' i ls notcd lvhcn thc othcr
fcmalc  cu l l cc l .

Whi le  pcr fo rnr ing  u  s in t i la r  chcck  o I  nc ts  on
27 Janur ry  1976,  in  the  Too loom Scrub F lo ra l
Rcscrvc in Bcaury Statc Forcst. Ncw South
Walcs, I canrc upon a pair of O. tctnntirckii. Thc
fcrnalc l lcw into thc nct and was clught, but thc
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n t r l c  wcnt  in  a  t l i l Jc rcn t  c l i rcc t ion .  Cr ics  f ronr  thc
fcnlalc rcsultcd irr a sirrri lar. but rnuclr lnorc
timi(l. dispii ly fronl thc nlalc. Aftcr onc pltss.
hc flcw a short distancc awav rnd rvatchci for
lbout l0 :-cconds bcforc ntoving Out of siqh1.
Both  b i rds  cont inucd to  c i l l l  to  onc  anothcr .  bu t
lhc  n la lc  cou ld  no t  bc  cn t iccd  in to  the  nc t .  Fo l -
lowing nrarkinlt and nrcasuring, thc fcnralc u,ls
rc tu rncd  to  thc  po in t  o f  cap tur - .

Mr  D,  Mi l l cdgc  (pcrs .  cen ln r .  )  obscrvcd  thc
sanr  d isp luy  whcn l rc  cupturcd  thc  fcn ta lc  o f  a
1,'air rvhilc banding at Snorv s Crcck. near Lisntorc,
Ncw South  Walcs ,  on  30  August  I97( r .

A sinri iar dispial for O. tctttutintkii *,as ,Jc-
scr ibcd  bv  H indrvood (19- .1 .1 ) ,  bur  jn  th is  ins t lncc
r t  appearcd  tha t  i t  $as  par t  o f  cour tsh ip  bchav iour .

Chowchil l ls arc knorvn to bt agsrcssivc birds.
Bcru lc iscn  (  197.1)  rcpor tcd  thu t  a  rna lc  O.  t . r r i -
rir lrrcAii attackcd il tapc-rccordcr hlrnginq frorn
l r i r  rhor r idc r  whcn h . i  n l i r )c ( l  l l r c  s l . i c ics  c i r l j
\ ! i th in  l l l c  b i rJ 's  tc r r i to r \ .  l l c  d rJ  no t  n t ( .n t i r , l l
a display corrcsponding ro that of n)' ob-
scrva t tons .

Vr  ob ic r ra t ions  \u lA(s t  lh i r  , r  \ ( r \  \ r r ( r t ) !
f r t r  bond rs  lo rmcc l  in  ho th  :pcc ic . .  l l  w( )u ld  hc
lnlercstrng to comparc thc rcsponsc of thc fcrnllc
to thc cilpturc of the nrale with thc bchaviour
r cpclrtcd abovc.

Tlrcsc obscrvations wcrc nladc during rvork
:upportcd by an AustriLlian Biological Rcsourccs
Sludy grant.
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Aggressive Display in Two Species of
Chowchillas (Logrunners)

W. E. I]OLES

. .whi le pari icipating in a faunar sorvey oI Auslrarian rainforest, observarions were madeon the aggressive disptay of the Norlhern Chowchil ta Otthonyx spatdingi i  anO Spine_iaifejChowchil la O. temmincki i .  In both inslances the behaviour'  wai exhibrteo by lhe maletowards the aulhor in response lo capture of his mate.


