
White-faced Storm-petrels on Belowla lsland, N.S.W.
S. G.

On t l rc  n igh t  c f  l6 /  1 "1  Dcccnrbcr  I  976.  Mr
t l .  Ba t tam and I  u radc  a  sccond v is i t  to  Bc lowla
Is land.  o l l  K io loa  on  thc  south  coas t  o f  N .S.W.
' fhc  

l l r s t  v is i t  occur rcd  dur ing  c lay l igh t  on  17
[ )cccnrbcr  1972.  Howcver ,  thc  rccent  v is i t  was
spccil ically ft- 'r thc purposc of mist-nctting Whitc-
faccd Stcrnr-petrcls Pclagttt!ronru 7rta,.i,rc at night.

A landinu was cffcctcd c'n the high tidc about
16 :30  hour .s  on  16  Dcccmb: r ,  bu t  no t  w i thout
scruc problenrs considcring thc amount of cquip-
nrcnt nccdcd for thc job. Fivc 20 nt by 3 m rvadcr
nc ts  (50  mnr  n resh)  wcrc  sc t  in  thc  shapc  o f  an
' 'L " ,  covcr ing  on ly  a  s rna l l  p l l r t  o l  t l t c  four
hcctarcs.

The l l rs t  a r r i va ls  wcrc  caught  about  22 :30
hours  (sun ln rc r t ine)  and thc  ca tch ing  cont inucd
until thc ncts wcrc pullcd clown about 02:00 hours
on l7 Dcccmbcr. Thc ccssation of catching was
ncccssary to cnnblc us to copc with the boiLt and
cqu ipnrcn t l  an  unprcd ic tcd  souther ly  w ind  arosc
cluring thc night lnd was cxpccted to ntake our
dcparturc dil i icult or impossible on thc dawn high
t idc .  ln  thc  ca tch ing  pcr iod  210 Stornr -pc t rc ls ,
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onc Wcdgc-tailed Shcar\\atcl I 'ul l inus pacil itu,'
and  th rcc  Shor t - ta i l cd  Shcr rw i l t c rs  I ' .  t (nu i ro . \ t r i s
wcrc  caugh l  and bandcd* .

Undoub:cd ly  most ,  i f  no t  a l l .  o f  thc  S tornr
pc t rc ls  cuught  wcrc  incoru ing  b i rds ,  as  thc  cxodus
usua l ly  occurs  a f tc r  03 :00  hou.s .  In  nc t t ing  ac t iv i -
t ics of this t-r-pc onl! a snrall proporlion of thc
b i rds  i s  caught ,  und in  th is  cusc  on ly  par t  o f  thc
arca wils )rcttcd. Accordingly. thc numbcr of
S tornr -pc t rc ls  caught  dur ing  th is  v is i t  ra thcr
ind ica tcs  th r t  thc  b rccd ing  popu la t ion  is  p robab ly
nruch grcatcr thiln thc "ovcr 1 000" brcr-ding
fa i rs  cs t in r i l t cd  f ronr  th :  p rcv ious  r i s i t  (L lnc
1973) .  *h ich  occur rcd  dur ing  du_v-  l igh t .

Othcr  b i r t l s  sccn  on  thc  i s lunc l  dur ing  thc  v is i t
follorv:

Li:t lc Pcnguin [,tkl l l)!uL(t rnitrtr ,\ lcrv rvcrc
Iound;  somc adu l ts  wcrc  w i th  ch icks .  l ru t  no
spccitic attcn|t rvns ntadc to sclrclr for lhcsc
b i rds .

Black Cornrorilnt I ' l tulutrot'ore.r <rttbrr .,\bou{
25 wcrc roosting et1 thc rocks.

Sooty Oystcrcatchcr l laenrulttpus luligittttsus 12.

Mrskcd Plovcr VLtrtcllus rnilcs-luo.

Silvcr Ciull Lorur noyu'ltollurrl irc thrcc.

[-itt lc Grrssbird MtgLtlurtts grnntl lt ' t tr lttur. bttt
nrorc n)ay lrirvc bccu prcscnt.

Skinks wcrc nunlcrous; thcsc rvcrc probably
Sphcnontorplru.s r1ttoli and not Zr'.qer'l?l.t sp. lts
prcviously reportcd.

Thc  r i cpar tu rc  f rom thc  is land a t  05 :30  hours
on l7  Dcccnrbcr  1976 * ls  t l i f l i cu l t ;  i t s  succcss
was duc to paticncc, good .iudgnlcnt and thc
considerable cxpcricncc of Harry Battlnl in
s imi la r  c i rcur r rs tances .
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