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Thc  c \ t cn t  t o  uh i ch  F i shc r  I s l l nd  b i r ds  bcco ruc ,
cs tab l i shcd  on  t he  ad jo i n i n r :  i s l an t l s .  L i t t l c  G rccn
I s l und  and  Grc i r t  Dog  l s l und .  i s  nou  be in ! :  i n -
\ c : t t S l l ( d .  l h c . l u d l  e o u l d  h c  e ( , l t . r J ( r i r h l i  i r d -
r ; r nccd  i l  \  i l l | l l ( c r .  ( uu l ( l  c0 I l ] c  I r , r $ i l r d  t r ;  h ( l l '
u s  scu rch  t hc  i s l l nds  l o r  r na rkcd  b i r d r .  Noc tu rn i i l
i n spec t i ons  o l  su r f acc  b i r ds  i n  t hc  rookc r i cs  du r i ng
t l l (  n rL \n l h . , ' l  J l r nu l r r r  r r n r l  l - uh ru l r r r  i r r ( .  l h (  n l ( , \ - t
j , f , ' l i t l h l ( .  R , . r ' de  r r  i r h , '  r r l r r  hc  i r r t c r , . . r r , r l  r r r
as \ i \ t i ns  l r c  ; r skc t l  t o  ge t  i n  t ouch  \ r i t l r  n l c .

r\  \unlntar\ of sontc of t l tc resul ls () l  thc
n rL r t t on ,b i r d  u r t r k  on  F i shc r  l s l a r rd  i s  g i l cn  i n
rn\ paper. ". \spccts ol thc populir t ioo ecolo{! () l
thc Shorl-t i r i led Shcarwatcr I 'ul l i r tr ts t tnuintsTr. i .s .
I ' rott 'c l i t tgs ol t lv Xl l .  Intunutiottul Ornir lnt-
I t t q i cu l  (  onq r ( , . \ . \ ,  1967 ,  pp .  165 ,190 .  Sun rn ta r i cs
o l  t he  \ \ o f k  l t l so  i r ppca r  i n  t hc  'Handb tx r k  

o f
No r th  A r r c r i can  B i r t l s  .  r o l .  l .  cd i t cd  b t  R l r l ph
S .  Pa ln r c r .  anc l  pub l i shcd  b r  t hc  Y i r l c  Un i vc rs i t r
l ' r ( . \ .  I r / h l .  l f .  l - ( r -  l \ h  \  t u r r l t ( . r  i r c c , \ u n l  r ; l
t l r r .  l r i o l , r l r  , ' l  r l r e  h i r L j  r r r l l  r 11 r l r ( . 111  i n  t hc  . .H r r r t r l

h r r r k  1 ' l  \ 11 .1 r111 j ; 11 r  S r - . l r h r r r l .  .  h , .  D  L  Sc r r t . r r r r .
\  \ .  S r ' t r e r t t . r  l r r r t l  J , r h r r  \ \ ; r r l r i ' r t r .  r r , , r r  i n  e , ru r i c
()f  pLrbl icut i() bt . \ .  H. irncl A. \ \ ' .  I le cr l .  Sytlncr.

, rt' r,! ;r r!;" ;;,!;: ;,'
Nullords, 11.,1

hrccd inu  popu l l t ion  in  thc  1969-70 scason.  Thus
l f tc r  l l  \ cars .  7  pcr  ccn t  o f  thc  19 ,17  brecd ins
b i r d s  r r c r t  \ t i l l  \ r l r \ l \ i n ! .  f l t u  i r r r . t  l r r : c . , 1  t h e s c
b i rds  i s  no t  knor rn .  bu t  i t s  t l r c \  \ \ c re  l rdu l t  whcn
or ig inu l l r  n rarkcd .  i rn t l  hcncc  i r t  thc  vcrv  l cus t  5
or  ( r  \L : i r \  , , ld  { r l r r .  ; r re r ruc  1r , . r iod  o i  l rL1 , r l , . . -
ccncc  ) .  thc \  n lu \ t  bc  u t  l c l rs t  aprproach inu  30
\cirrs ()i iLgr lrntl arc probablv oldcr.

Wc no* hlrvc l 'plrol ol trirds of known agc
brccd in {  on  F ishcr  Is l i rnc l  l s  thcv  \ rc rc  handcd
t l t c rc  r rs  lL  dS l t t t ! : \  I  ! ! , ,  o t  t l r c  i , l t l c . t  r r rc  N, r
lO7(X) .  x  len l r l c .  i rn t l  \o .  lOTOl l .  l  n r r l c .  bo th
hr tchc( l  r )n  thc  l : lan t i  in  Januar r  195O.  l r rd
hencc  n( r \ \  lO  tcars  o f  i l l l c .  

' l hc  
l cn la lc  \ t l r r t cd

cgg- l i t r ing  in  Norc tn t rc r  1956.  a t  ( t  vc r r \  o f  i lgc .
r rnc l  thc  n r l l c  i j r s l  b rcd  in  No\cn tbcr  I957.  a t  7
r clrrs ol lrrlc.

fhc rc  i r  i r  con : idc rab lc  nunrbcr  o l  o thcr  F ishcr
ls l l rn t l  l l cd ! l ings  nor r  b rccd in r r  (n l  thc  l \ l l nd .  i lnd
lhc\c irif( ls of kno\\n irge conrprisc 3l{ pcr ccnt
o f  t l r c  b rccr l in {  popu l i t t ion .  Othcr  n t l rkcd  b i rds
I ronr  I i i shcr  l r land .  bo th  i l cdg l in r :s  and i t ( lu l t s  ( ) t
unk t to r rn  ugc .  a lso  ncs t  on  an  i rd jo in ing  par t  t t t
l - i t t l c  ( ; rccn  ls lanc l :  th is  i s  rno thcr  o f  our  s tu t l r
i r r r ' r \  i l | r r l  r r  r l r r r t l  n , . . t l i  - l  l ronr  J r r r r r l i r r r  lg i i t
t l r  r r r  F l r  r l c r .  I . l l r n c l l .  \ , , .  I l { l { l S .  \ \ i t \ ' C l u i h t
thcrc  in  F .bru i r r \  197( ) .

l"olkll ' t lrt ' Banrl!
I I I ,ACK.RACKEI)  MAGPIE O9O.OOOO2

-lhe (irand Oltl l_ad1 of the llanding-Schenre

R O B E R T  ( . A R R I ( ' K

Tl te I i ic -h is torr  o f  I  i  7-ye ar- ( ) ld  Ulack-backcd Magpie ( ( i r . r r r r r r r l r l r r r r
t .  t i l , i ( ( t1 t .  onc of  thc f i rs t  b i r .ds banded r rhen thc Austra l i tn  Ui rd_
bant i i t rg  Scl te l te  co l tnrcnccd opcrat io l t \  in  195-1.  is  dcscr ibcd I ront
l -1 l l  co lour-b i rnd obscrv l t ionr .  t ) t ( )s1 l \  n) i ldc [ r r ,  (  hr iss (  a l r ick at tc l
\ \  i n r  V c s t j e n s  d t r r i n u  1 9 5 5 -  1 9 6 6 .

l l l i rc l -bacl 'cd Muupic 09{) -0(xx) l  r rus onc of  l ,  Dur inr . :  thc t \ \o  vcur \  to  / \1 ! . :u \ t  1955 that  i r
t l r r , '  I r . . t l i r r r : .  I ' r r r r J ; , 1  I ' r  l ) r  ( ; ( a , r ! (  l ) ( i n n . r  ' .  r l , , r r , t . . i  i r r  i r .  r r , r r i l  r . r r i r , , r r  j .  t ) ( ) { t - { j { ) o o l  s . r .
on  I ( r  ( ) c tobc r  I 95 - l  i r r  t r  su l t  l r c c  t r cs i dc  t hc  \ ccn  t l ) c r c  l - i  t i n res  r rod  s " .  n . t . r  \ c cn  ( , u t \ l dc
l i r nc  n ( ) r1 l t  o l  ( i unsah l i n .  ( ' an t r c r r i r .  l {  bec r rn t c  a  t l r i s  l - i  l r c r c  Pc rn t i r ncn t  l c r r i t o r r .  On  l 5  Ju l r
l l \ c l t l l  l l l cn l t r c r  ( r l  t hc  M i tgP i c  popu l i l t i on  s tud \  1955  i t  r r as  I n rppc t i  and  co lou r -bunc l c t i  WHI I l : '
r l r r l  \ t x  c ( !  1 \ \ ( )  \ c i r r \  l i r r c r .  r r nd  i 1 \  l r i \ r ( ) r \  i l -  l - t ( ;H l  BL t iF  l - l cHT  u t_UF .  on  rhc  l c l r  l c ! r .
l L i . l t . r l J '  . ( ' \ \ ' r . r l  . , . 1 r ' i t . , . t  l l r (  r . , , i , , : \  : r r r , l  r , ' . . i  , l  r r ,  l r . L . . r  r - .  j , )  l  l l t , .  \ . . r i i .  , , t  , , , . f , r i , i , , , , | i ,
o r l l l r n r \ i t l r o l t  o l  t l t c  sPcc i c .  i dcn t i l l r r h l c  h i r r . l s .
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o Figurc | . 1 ha LileJtistot't, oJ Black-hackcd Magpie 09040002. (The .rutcessivc staeas I to 5 urt
.tirttiltoIy tuutl>arcd it1 tlk'tc.\t. Eaclr dol r(prescnts a gunt lre(, cuul ectch trittngle a utnilar. Solitl
lirvs tu L' slttu'1tlt-define d tarritorial ltountlories, qnd brokan lines ara [ess tlefinite onas. Only
l(uilofi( ' .\ octrrpicd by 929 tut sltottt, bt.tt all lrecs witlt atl jucant pastura t 'ere hckl).

2 ,  By  l6  Apr i l  1956 i t  was  in  thc  non- tc r rcs t r ia l
l lock ncar Mount Crace, fccding in the open
trcclcss paddocks by day, and roosting with othcr
flock birds in thc denser trees on ncarby hil ls
that are not hcld by territorial groups. This would
take t 29 nore than a milc from its birthplace,
bu1 ils farthest observcd teeding distance is 1350
yards .

3. During its lourth and fifth years it associated
by day rvith -r 321, which hrd been trapped
ncarby witlr othcr f lock birds in May 1956. The
pair rvas sccn 32 times and retrapped oncc in
thc large area of open pasture which they held
nrorc -or - l css  cxc lus ivc ly  as  open group (  l ) .  Thcy
rcconnoitred acljaccnt tcrritorics strongly hcld by
rcs ident  pcrnrancnt  g roups .  On 2  Apr i l  1958
thcy pcnctratcd to the centre of the nearby group
of opcn trecs and carolled and preenecl lor somc
tirnc, but thcir cfforts to gain trccs and pasture
wilhin one bounclary were thwarted by thc cst-
ablishecl croups.

4 .  When.  by  8  May 195 8 ,  thc  adu l t  female  o l
ncurby group 1.1 disappcarcd, presumed dead,
thc irdjaccnt groups 47 and 34 expancled ancl
oustetl the surviving rnale from its 2(lacre terri-
tory. Group .17, consisting of three adult nlales
ancl nvo nclult ienalcs, increzLsed its area fronr
l5  to  30  acres ,  and group 34 ,  an  adu l t  n ra le
and fena lc ,  ga ined 5  to  bcconre  27  acres .  But
by  l6  Scptcmber  1958 i  32 l  and s  29 .  fami l ia r
Nith thcsc tcrritorics and their occupants for
three years, cventually succeeded in pushing group

47 and 34 back alrost to their former boundaries
whcn thcir hens werc prcoccupied witlr incuba-
tion. Thus, at -5 years old, 9 29 becamc estab-
lishcd in pernancnt tcrritory 53 which was
rlnlost thc samc piccc of real estate owned by
former group 14, and only 400 yards from her
birthplace.

This was the first epportunity t lrat 9 29 had
to breed. She was sccn collccting twigs, but
constant confl ict with ncighbours whilc the ncw
tcrritorial boundarries were being established pre-
vcntcd ncsting. She hatchecl young in 1959 ancl
196O. but they did not f lctlgc.

5. ln April l96l thc fcmalc in ad.jaccnt tcrritory
34 becamc sick, with untidy plumage ancl droop-
ing  w ing ,  and ?29 and i  321 wcrc  ab lc  to  cv ic t
the group and double their own territery. ln that
ycar s 29 l irst f lcdgcd young succcssfully, at
13 ycars old.

When J  32  I  p resumably  c i iec i  in  Ju ly  1965.
thc  : 'ubord in i r te  671 l rc r r r r  n . ighbour in t  t c r r i to ry
47, whcrc it was onc of two adult males witlr
on ly  one fenra lc .  c rosscd in to  53 .  Up to  1966,
929 was recorded 148 times and retrappcd ot't

s i l ,  occa i ions .  Winr  \cs t jLnr  con l inues  to  repor t
it in the territory it has occupied for ncarly
12  years .  Now a lmost  17  ycars  o ld  ?29 is  s t i l l
going strolrg!
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