
BIRD BANDER
Readable Band Numbers antl "Scotchlite"

Colour Bands {br the Silver Crrll
ROBERT C'ARRIC K and DURNO MURRA T

Thc problem of sight iclcntilication of large nunrbers of non-
sedentary birds fol years witltollt tlre necessitl, to retlap has been
so lvcc l  by  nuntbered bands tha t
te lescope.  In tp roved co lour  bands
of  s igh t ings .  Rcsu l ts  show t l ' ta t  t l te
I l.urus not adtollarrzlirrr, ) are mrrcl.t
o f  s tandard  bands havc  ind ica tec l .

Each birntl recovcry proviclcs inlbrnllt ion on
thc  whcrcabouts  o f  the  inc l i v ic lua l  a t  two pe in ts
rn  t rn r : -  Un lcss  thcs .  da tcs  a rc  unusua l ly  c losc .
thcrc is no indication of t l ' tc routc follorvcd by lr
nrigrirlor\ bircl or thc o)ovcllcnts of rn appilrcntly
scd , 'n ta rv  onc .  

- l - rvo  
rcc :n t  S t raw- r ]cckcd Ib is

rcco \ ' r r i cs  (AL!s t .  l l i t l  I ) tu tdcr ,  1970 l l :42)  u rc
-tooci cxanrplcs; carlicr rccoverics fronr thc santc
s i r rnp lc  b i in t l cc l  in  thc  Macqunr ic  Ml t r .shcs .  Nc tv
Sout l r  Waics .  in  1955 sho*  tha t  thcse  b i rds .
rccor  c rcc i  l t  Hay  rod  Gr i l l l th .  N .S.W. .  th is  ycar .
coLtlt l f lrvc Lrcen tn1'rvhcrc in eilstern Australla or
Ner r  ( j r r in la  in  Ihc  in tc r ra l .

[ - i r r t c  sc r r l c  banc l ing  o f  young anc l  t rappcc l
lu r lu l ts .  rc l l ing  r t ra in lv  on  rccovcr ics  by  thc  pL jb l i c .
c l rn  sho$ 1hc  cx tcn t  to  $ 'h ich  i lge /sc , \  ca tcgor i rs
irfc scdcntilr\ , lr rrrobilc. cirn clif inc thc gJncml
c l i rcc t ions .  d is lanccs  and scasons o f  thc i r  n rove ,
r r )cn ts .  i tn ( l  can  prov ide  sontc  iD forn ta t ion  on
Inor t l l i t v  lnd  longcv i t l , .  Bu t  l l t c  longcr  thc  bandcc l
b i l c l  surv ivcs  thc  n to rc  i t s  eventu i l r  rccovcrv  n ls
1o b .  i t r t c rp rc tcd  in  tc rn rs  o f  car l i c r  rccover ics
ol thc siLnrc spccics. Rctri lpping. cspccially nrist
Dat t r rg .  p rov i ( l l s  va lua t - r l c  n ru t ip le  rccovcr ies  th r t
r r rc  f i l l i ng  in  thc  p ic tu rc  o t  ind iv ic lua l  h is to r ics .
anti thcrc urc rnitnv spccics, notabll thc snti i l ler
inh lb i tan ts  o f  < ienser  cover .  l i r r  t vh ich  th is  i s
thc rrrost fcusiblc ntcthod.

The Australian

can bc rcacl with binoculars or'
serve as a chcck on tl le Ltccurilcy
nrovenents  o f  ind iv idua l  S i l ver  Gu l ls
r ) t o t c  c , l l l n l c \  t l l i r r )  t l t \ .  r e ( r ) \ c r i c \

B i rd  w i t tchcrs  thc  wor ld  ovcr  tDus t  h l rvc  sccn
nr i l l i ons  o f  bar rdcd  b i rds  w i thout  bc ing  ab lc  to
retrap thcnr. or uoulcl prcfcr to avoitl this clis
tur-bancc rvhcn thc onlv inforntation rc<luirccl is thc
ident i f y ins  banc i  numbcr  lnd  o ther  v is ib lc  charac-
tcrs. Althouith somc obscrvcrs havc paticrrtly rcad
nu bgrs undcr vcry 1'ltvouriLblc cctnditions, a vast
lunrount  o l  va lu l tb lc  du ta  rcn)a ins  jus t  ou t  o f  reach.

Colourcd plastic collars rvith l igurcs, lcttcrs or
s r 'n rbo ls ,  fac i l i ta tc  ind iv idu l l  rccogn i t ion  in  lonr -
ncckec l  spcc icsg  a  harness  w i lh  dorsa l  tag  h : l s
bJcn useci on sontc rrouncl birds; uncl plastic
wr l l s  t lgs .  he ld  by  a  p i r r  th rough thc  pu ta- t iunr .
havc provcd suititble ony in sonrc spccics. Trvt>
fotnrs of \\ ' i l lg tag rvcrc unsucccssfi l on Silvcr
Gu l ls  ou . ing  to  thc i r  t cndcncy  to  l l i p  undcr  thc
u'rl,rg lrntl cvcntuil l ly conrc ofl. Intprovcd lcl
bands sccllt to ofler tnost hopc for cradle-to
grave v isur l  iden t ihcu t ion  o l  thc  ind iv iduu l  in
n l rny  spgg igs .

Co lour  band ing  is  usc fu l  in  spcca l  s tud ics  bu t
is l inritcd bi, thi rruntbcr of tninecl observcrs
anc l  thc i r  u r ! ' r  o f  se t rch .  bv  thc  c lu rab i l i t v  o l
t l r : t l c r i i r l \ .  i r l r l  l ) \  l h c  n u r l b , i  u l  l r r r , i l l r h l c  i r , n r
b ina t ions  rvh ich '  nor rna l l y  p rcc ludes  ind iv idua l
cokrur  band ing  o f  young.  S ix  d is t inc t i vc  co lour \ -
bli lck. bluc, -srcen. red. white, ycllow-provicic
.132 th rcc-co lour  conrb i r ' ra t ions  in  thc  cur r -en t
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I  hr .- l t t . ' t rulwn Rird &tnlo

\ , l t - r  ( ' , r r i  \ t U \ t \  i n  \ , ,  l l t  . \ r r . r r : r l i : r .  i l  ( l  I I t ( . r
l r . r \ .  l l i i , l  ; ' ,  h . .  1 . . . . 1 1 1 1 1  l , r r  l r r L . r . . l i D . -  . r c l r r i r . .
S r t l ! i e '  co l r i r r s .  l r n r l  r l r r i ou r  1 ) l t es  0 f  l $o -co lo r r r
! ( r r ) rD  l i t l t ( ) n .  L j cn ( ) t r  \ c l r \ o l l  l t nc l  l t l l r c c  o i  l l l l r l ( i i l l q
t , l  S r r r t rP :  o l  c l t l c l s  o r .  l l c c - l ) r  i r r g  gu r r s .

I I ' -  r c c o r e r r  ( r l  l . - i 0 0  S i l r e r  ( i u l l :  l l o r t r
5 1 . 1 l 7  b r r r r t l : t i  n r i r i n l _ r  r r s  c h i c l s  c i u r i n g  l ( ) 5 3 _ ( r 3
t r l r l i c l r t c r l  t hc  ! - n , J t - i t l  p i l l l a rn  o l  sc l r sqx t l l  111o1 ,g ,
l l l a r l l \  o l  l l t r s  \ l ) c c i r \  l h ro t r l ho t t t  s ( ) l l l h  e l l \ l f r n
\ L r \ l r i r l j l t  ( \ 1 L r r I i r r  r L  r l  (  l r t r i c k  1 9 6 - l  ) .  I J u l  o n .

r l c r l l r l  l o r  e l r eh  l t i r r l  ( l ( ) - , \  l l ( r 1  r c \ , . l t  l l ) c  c ( )n \ l i lDc \
' ' |  . , I I l | |  | .  \ | | ]  , r t  t r r . '  r ,  \  i , l r r :  |  .  I  . . r . t , , r  r r r .  r r . ,  .  . r r r , l
t l t J  r . ( l u t r r t ) l an l  r r l r s  l o r  coD t i n t t i  l l  l . c c ( ) t d \  o l
t r t r i r r i t l u r r l  b i r t i s  t h r t r u l h o u t  l l t c i r  k n r l u n  t i i r | c r . s r r l
i L r - j i l \  ( J I  \ - \ a r l t l  h u  d r c r l  n t i l c s  r i u r i n g  l i r C  o r
i \ r r l  l . l t  \ ! i l r \  o l  l i l r ' .  I D  c o l l t r b o r i r t i o  * i t l r  l \ r r
l l e l p l i r l  su l rP l i r : r s .  ( I t .  ( ) l  U \  (  R . (  )  ( l c \ e l ( ) l ) c ( l
i r  l r \ a  l r ! u re  nL rn rb , r t r i  l r anc l  c l r l l r b i c  o l  l r c i ng
r ! l r ( i  i r l  n ( )n r r l  r : u l l  d i r t i r nc r :  \ \ - i t h  l oo i l  b i n t i
. r , 1 .  r '  , ' r  t . ' . . . . , 1 . . .  , r l r l  r t ( .  , , r t l , r  r \ 4 . 1 ) . V . t
L l - r e l o Iq1 l  l t  \ \ i ( l - '  r l t  gc  o l  co io r r r  co r r rb i  i r t i r t  r
I t on r  "ScL r t c l t l i t e  

bo r r c l . ' r l  o l  l r l un t i r r i un r .  I  hus
r r . h  l r ' r ( i .  c l t i e l ,  t r r . i r l u l t .  c o u i ( l  h i r \ J  u  r J i t d l r b l e
t l t l r t t h - re ! l  b l r nd  0 r t  on , ,  l . g  l t  c l  l r  c ( ) l ( ) u r  b i l n ( j
o r r  l h .  ( ) 1 l t J r  r r l t i e h  ( l t o | r l i i l l r  )  * o u k l  s u r r i v e  i n
! ( r ( ) ( l  con r l t l t ( )D  i r \  l ( r n t  i t \  t l ) c  b i r ( 1 .  Thc  l i l i l u f e
r r l  t hc  \ ] ] L r l l  : i z . :  S  t onc l  h r rnc l  on  t hc  S i l v c r
( i u l l  ncc . \ \ i t i t l f ( l  r c l L l r n  l o  i l lUnU l ) t un t .

' l 
he Nurnbercd llands

lc \ t \  \ho\ \cd thr t  ler ib i l ih  o l  t l re  nunrber
( l - l \  r ) J r  r : , j , j r n  l r , ' r 1 1  g , u ' , 1  I i S l r t  L n c l  r , l , r i i . r l  l r i t l .  r
( ) l l  ( : . ( l l  I r ! u ra  l t i r \  | l ] . !  i t  j l (  j  t  eu t  l ' l i r i k  l r . r i r t t
I ' l l i r \ . .  r \ r t  l l t (  \ t / c .  \ l r : l ( . t n ! .  t L I  ( l i \ l l  L l i \ c  \ h i l p ! . \
, ' l  r l t .  l r  | l  l t ! U r \ ' \ .  i r | l r l  , , t r  i r  r r ! l l t  l l n ! l c  r i t t h ( r
t l t : , r t  , ' l r l r r l r r .  

. ! t r . \ \  
. r t  t l l c  l i . - l t r ( .  L . r r l \  i l n ( . | | l l ) l r

t ,  l l i l \ (  l l ' ! . : r L h l r L r . : r r r t l  l \ r r l l \  i r l . ( ,  r \  I l l ( .  l l t \ r ( i . .
r r . r ( . r h i .  ( l , r n . ( J  | l l  l . t \ , , u r  0 l  1 r 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 .  l h r . . e  r t t r i r l c .
\ , '  r l , ' r 1 l r 1  l h r ,  r c r j l r \ u .  t l r .  r r r r r r r l ' c i  ( , 1  h t r ( l \  r r
I r o r l c ( l  b )  t hc  puh l i c .  bu t  t he \ c  $ou l< l  add  l i t t l c
kr rcrultr  rr lrearlr" ol-rtajncci ancl lhc priori t t  rvirs
l ( ) r  \ r sh l  r cco r ( l \  o l  l i r c  b i r ds .  So  i t  u l r s  l t oss ib l c
l o  r c l ) .  t  t hc  nu  t h t r  r r i t h  , 1 "  l i gu rcs  f ou r  t i r t r cs
r c ro \ \  t hc  i "  b r rnd  r rnc l  r . t a i n  \ u f l l c i c r l l  spac ing .
l "  hc l \ \ c cn  nu l t ) bc r \  und  I  l 6 "  hc t \ \ cen  l i gu rcs .
( ) n , ' n r l l t h i r  i s  L r s u a l l t  i n  l u l l  r i c s .  l l n ( r  \ \ , n c n  i l
\ p i r cc  i s  ccn t r i t l  n l o re  t h i i n  h l r l f  o f  c i r ch  l r r l j l r cen t
r l u r rb j r  c l t n  b :  s , : cn  c l ca r l y .

l 1  i \  i n l | ( ) r 1xn l  t o  bc  u f r l e  1o  con rpa rc  d i l i c ren t
I l | | r h . r i , I l  r l r L .  r l r r l l i  h : r n L j .  ( . p . . . i r i l l \  i t  i r r r p u r -
l ( \ ' l r , , t t ! , l  l h t  l ' l i r i k  l r i r i n t  l l t i r ku  l r  t l r g r t  L_ l i t t i r . u l t
l ( )  r c i r L l .  o r  n r i t k c  l r  7  l ook  l i k c  a  l .  and  so  on .
l i '  r r  f ( i r t  l h e  r r u r r r h - r  ( r n l \  t h r c .  t i r D c s  r r ,  l r r  k ,
r l lke r(x) l l t  lor lhc leg,:nd would lo\\ 'cr the

.\r 'Jttcnthtr ,  I970

o  l r l t r l r  . \ i l t r t  ( ;  l l .  h  n ( h t  t . - t t  w t . , )  R  1 ) . \ S t )  t
11.) t t tdt :  l \ ld t r l  \  \  l l  i  t9. '5 d r l  t ) t t ,nt ) ! tdt , t t t , t  t r
\ t ( t  ld t ( t  t \ t i l . . !  t t . i r l t  r l t r  t t tnr  u jdt .  j t )  \ rn l \  l t t ) t l t
! l t r  t ) t t \ i r ) i \  \ i t . .

P h o l o :  N t .  I ) .  N l L r f r i r \

q u i l n l i t \  l l n ( l  i t c c u r i l c \  o l  \ i g h t i n ! : s .  I o  r c l t c u l  i t
l l V j  l r n r ! s  b l  r c d u c i n u  t l r c  t h r c c  i r . t l c r s p l r c c \  ( t l r c
\ l iuDp nrLl \ l  b- '  at  lc t rst  I  16" f ront  t l rc  cc lgc 0f
thc  b i lnd  )  n r igh t  in rp ro |c  s iuh t ings .  the  bcs t
co t ) rp ronrs j  sccn l \  lo  bc  l ( )u r .  rc tx in ing  thc  op t ion
1o inscr t  i t  \hor tcncd 1 .16 , ,  l c r :c r i c l  s t i r r i tpcd
l i r rh t l y  in  thc  th rce  ,1 "  in le rspr rc . -s .

I t  p i l \ s  to  r lo  thc  job  o l  in l t r r ing  the  f igurcs
\ \ ' i 1h  b luck  p i l in t  to  Ia r fc 'c1 ion .  Br ie l )1 .  l l t c  h l tnds
: r r .  i r r r r r r .  r ' . c , 1  i n  

j . \ 1 , ' , l i r r . .  
\ l r r r r r r r i r r r r l  (  r r l t l r -

t ioncr " .  \ \ i t shcd .  d r ic ( i .  pa in tcd  \ \ ' i th  "Durcpor l
B l r r i k  .  (  l r t l r l r . l .  I \ '  l ) i r l l - i r l t - l l , ' u l .  \ ' \ ( . \ \  l i r i l l l
(ou ts idc  thc  t i surcs)  c i r re fu l l r  u iPcc l  rv i th  a
spongc d i l l ) rPcncd u i lh  lh inncrs .  c i r i : c i  ovcrn i th t .
a ld  spr i t ycd  l \ v icc  r r  i t l r  "Scotch l i t c  F in ish in1 ]
C le i r r . "  Onc r ] lLn  c i tn  l rc i t t  on l )  l (X)  ban( ls  a t  i l
t i n r i .  o thcr \ \ ' i sc  thc  c \ccss  pa in t  harc lcns  and
i l  co ld  ch isc l  anc i  s ledgrhanrnrc r  l r rc  rcqu i rcc l .
Hc  can do  5(X)  banc ls  pcr  ( luv .  Dc t i r i l s  o l  t l te
nr l t c r ia ls  i rnc l  mcthod i r re  lodgc t l  r r  i th  thc
Au\ t r l l j l n  ts i rd -br rnd ing  Sche 'n re .  C lnbcr ra .
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Tlrc AustruLian Bird Bander Scltternbar, 1970

Sr) r ! ,u t l r  rou ld -ho lcd  p l i c rs .  the  sume s izc  as
thc outsidc diameter of thc band, are supplied
with thc bands. These bands havc been used in
Ncw South  Walcs  in  1965-66 and in  South
Australia in 1967-70. Apart from thosc that had
paint impcrfcctiorrs front thc start, the numbcrs
rcnra in  c lcar ly  leg ib lc .

The Coloured Rands

Cull bantls arc cxposed to thc samc ravagcs
of wcuthcr thllt i lre so succcssfully withstood by"Scotc l l l i te '  road and mar ine  s igns  and adver t i se-
nrents. The vivid "Scotchlite" (reflcctivc) colours
antl "Scotchcal" (non-rcflective black and white)
arc ideal. Thc non-prcssure-sensitive type with
il dull. nd a silvcry, backing can be heat-bondcd
to aluruiniunr so firnrly thzrt it cannot bc pceled
oli; hard abrasion or chlsell ing arc nccessary.

Conrnrc rc ia l l y  purc  i t lumin ium shcet  (22
gaugc) is clcancd by etching with 0.5ol. caustic
sedil i lnd well washcd. Thc "Scotchlite" shcct
rs prcsscd to the aluminiun) for a maximum of
two rninutcs at 180 -200 C gencrated by intra-
rcd lamps, in a vacuunr, i.e. atntosphcric pressure,
rvhich rcnrovcs air bubbles.

Thc rcvcrsc sidc is covered with whitc "Scotch-

cul" to intprovc wcar against the leg and to
prcvcnt corrosion of thc aluminiunt in polluted
watcrs. Thc nlanufacturcrs supplied us with one
squ i l rc - loo l  shc , . ts  o f  s ing lc  co lours ,  son te t in lcs
ovcrlaid by i" or ;1" strips of another colour,
i tnd  cu t  thcse  to  f l { t  band s izes  l5 /16"  x  , ' ,  o r
l-5,/ I 6" x j" whcn requircd. He has also supplicd
clcancd irluniniurn for us to return for bonding
rvith three-colour combinations in position. Whcn
llat, thc band can bc punchcd with figurcs or
lcttcrs to idcntify sub-groups.

Thc band is rvarmcd unti l hot to the touch
r r n L l  L h c r r  i h u p c d  i n  r r  . i n r p l c  i i g .  t h i i  p r c r c n t <
! r i rc l in l  o l  t l r c  S . r ' rch l i rc ' .  buL  good hond in-u
docs not l lccl in thc ficld evcn if i t is crackcd,
ancl this is further cnsured by spraying twice
\\, irh "Scotchlite Finishins Clcai". 

-Coioui 
bancls

fit thc plicrs uscd ior n-umbereo oncs! our can
bl scnrtch!'d by too heiivv prcssur.e.

Most of thc colour bands used cluring thc past
six ycars are sti l l  clearly identi l iablc, ; ind many
havc suffered ony slight wcar at the edges. parti i i l
or conrplctc loss of red front son're serics rray bc
duc to usc of pressurc-sensitive rtl l tcri ir l, !tnd
l tc l in i  o l  , ' nc  h l r tch  o l  ! recn  )c l low b i  tds  i .
r l tnhu t r ' ( l  te  f i rU l t \  t iunL l ins .

r e e n

w h i t e  /  b  l u e

o  -  g r  Q e n  /  v t h i t e

c Si l rcr  Cul l  bands abour 4/- l  n( !urul  s i . . .  7 'h(
aluDt in i tnt  h lnd!  ( i l tht ) . l ruvc blatk paint  s!a|( t  in to
th? d?(pl l  in tpr t . rs?d f r t !ur6.  Tlk 'S(r( . l t t i t? '  ( . lout-
han. ls  ( l ( l t )  ar(  ut  t . )p.  rn indi t idual  thrce-u our
t t rnhinnt i t )n lnnd lo l l t r td h\ '  l iv  ! ! tour hundt.

P h o t o :  S .  I i .  H a f f i s

0bserving and Recording

The accuritcy of rcading tl le band nunrbcr,
and colours, in the ficlcl depcnds on thc quality
of the band, thc weathcr, thc distance, the
obs'Jrver's cycsitht and visual aids. Stcaclincss
throughout thc wholc operation is in)portant; Iri l
Savagc  uch icves  th is  by  us ing  l  por tab lc  s tand
to rcst binoculars and clbou,s. Thc capncitics of
observcrs  and equ ipn lcn t  havc  to  bc  tcs tcd  and
chcckcd on  bands a lonc  and on  f ree- l i v ing  bandcd
b i rds .  - l  ho  ind iv idua l  th ree  co lour  combinar ions .

6 l o c k / t . d / g
E

E

-
D  I U g

w h i t e / r € d l w h r t €

v - g r e s n / y € l l o w
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f lrc.4ujrreliun Bird Baudt r

irntl occasionalh ()t lrcr (l istinctivc fcaturcs. lrc a
usc fu l  check  on  the  i l ccur rcv  n f  band-nunrbcr
: i ! :h t ings .  \ \  hcn  i r l l  l i t c lo rs  l i r c  favourab le .  rhc
nunrber citn bc rcad corrcctl l |t i l0 ft with Zciss
l l  r  3O b inocu l r r rs .  l l  6O h  * i th  Zc iss  I5  x  50 .
r t  85  f t  \ i th  Bushnc l l  9  x  J0  zoonr  tc lcscopc .  r rnc l
. r l  l r i l r  l r  \ \ l rh  Br .ck  Mrr l l r r  l r x r  \  r ( . l c \c ( , l r ( :  (  lo .L .
I t \ ' l r \ \ I l r  ( r l  h rn , r (u l : l r ,  , . . rD  h1 .  i tDpro , , \ rd .  1 . .1 :
l c iss  15  r  5O can bc  i ld ju \ tcd  to  focus  down to
S l t  ins te i ld  o f  lhc  s tanc lu rd  l5  I t .  bu t  a  snu i l l
l o r re r -por rc r  a id  i s  usc fu l  fo r  d i \ tunccs  up  k )  lO f l .

( )nc  nccds  to  bc  sc l l -c r i l i cu l  i rnd  i1  p i r rs  to
rc l r ( l  l l te  \ i ln lc  b i lD( l  i l t  in tc r \  i l l s  so  tha t  n to rc
lh l rn  ( )Dc  o l  thc  nuntbcrs  i s  sccn .  i tno  to  n lne
r rh : t rvc r :  chcck i l t :  onc  l l t ro ther .  ? \  nu lnbcr  th i t t
i s  cons ic lc rc r l  cc r t l in  i s  r r r i t t cn  l l l .15 :  l t  doubt lu l
l i {u rc  i s  :hor rn  I l ( -1  ) -15 :  i rnd  (Jne no t  i c lcn t i l i ub le
rs  on) i l t c ( l  l l 15 .  . \  r in rp ie  record in l  \ \ ' s tcnr  i s
nccc lcd  l i r l  c i rch  lcg .  so  th i r t  a  b i rd  r r i th  r  c ta l  on
i t \  l c l l  l cg  r rn r l  l "  rcd- r rh i tc -b luck  ( rcac l ins
r  I  '  r  r  r  r  r  ' ,  .  ,  r  r  ,  I  .  |  , , n  l \  r ' i l l t t  r .  r r r i t t t . n  L - l l  l . l i
I t -R  \ \  l lK :  o r lc  \ \ r th  i "  h lue  br rnkcc l  bv  nur ro r , ,
\ \ h l l (  t \  \ \  B  r r  t , '  r l i . t i r r r : r r i ' l t  r t  I r , , r t r  t i t c  I r i l ' 1 .
l - tan t lc r l  W B W:  anr l  \  c r l i cu l  unc l  oh l iquc  s t r ipcs
l r rc  *  r i t t cn  r  - ( i  \  o r  o -BK .W.

l l  l r l so  hc lp r  to  hurc  l l r c  band nurnbcr  rcad ing
Lr l )  lhc  l c "  so  th i l l  t l l c  l r rs t  d ig i ts  t re  n lo re  c i l s i l \
. . i r r . . r l , r n l  \ \ r r l r  l l l r . , , i , , u f  r l r c r  r r i l l  u l r e r r  i J e n t i t r
I  t .  I l ( l i \  i \ lU i r l  l  j r  l . r r . - 11  . , 11111 r11 .  ' i 11111 ;1111  ( . 11 jq , x1 -
h l r t t L i e t l  I  l t (  . , ' l ( ' u r  h : r l ( 1 .  n , , t  u t l (  l  \ \  r ( , n g l \
i t i cn t i l l cd .  i \  i t n  i o r f o r l i l n l  c i r cck  on  t hc  nu lDbe r .
l l n ( l  pc r \ ( ) n i t l  l l r r n i l i r r r i l r  r r i t h  t hc  n ra rk i ng  s l s t cn r
r r r t d  t hc  p l ob l c r r r r  o f  obsc r ra t i on  i n  c l r ch  spec i cs
l r r r  nccas : i l r !  l t r r  d : t cc t i on  o l  c r ro r \ .

Rcsults
I ) u f i D !  l t ) 6 7 - 7 0  1 . 5  l O  i r d u l l  r r n c l  l 5 . O 2 O  y o r r n q

: i l r c r  g r r l l s  h l r r c  h : cn  h l r ndcc l  i n  Sou th  Aus l r i r l i i l :
l . l 7O  r r r t r l  l l . - 1 f i 0  o f  t hc r c  uc rc  ba l t l c c l  i n  l 96 l l -
7O  i 11  t hc  n l r i n  : l r r d r  l r r  c l r  ; r r ounc l  l J cachp ( ) r1 .
rn ( l  l h .  r c \ t  f r c l r r ccn  Adc lu i dc  i r n r l  t hc  ( - oo ron i I .
S i t t c c  J l t n t l r r t  l 9 ( r ( . )  l f c ( lUc l l t  sea rchcs  h i t l , e  bccn
r t r l t l : .  n r r i n l r  i n  t \ .  Bc l r chpo r t  l t r c l .  , \ l \ ( ) .
I c l ) ( ) r l \  i l r c  f ccc l \ cd  l r on l  t cn  regu l i l r  i t nd  s ( )o ) c
' i l i r  , ' . . , r . i , ' r r ; r l  . , 1 , '  l \ \ ' r .  l r r i n :  h , l r s r e l  \ r l e l . r i t l .
r r nd  Po r l  I ' h i l l i p  t s r r r .  \ i c l o r i r r .  r r s  sc l l  as  odc l
' i r : h t i ngs  l r nc l  t hc  u :u l r l  r cco rc r i cs  h \  l hc  gcncn l l
prrh l ic .

. \11( ) {c t l rc r  l . l i iO  b i r t l s  hare  bccn res ig l t t cd .  anc i
i r  thc  to t i r l  o l  o \e r  I -1 .0 ( )0  uccept lb le  \ i { l t t ings
r rn t l  rccorc r ics .  - l - l  rnc l i r idua ls  harc  dc la i l cd  l i f c -
h is to r ics  * i th  50  ( ) r  n to r r  rccoros  e i l c r .

. . \ ln ros t  I - f  i  o f  thc  S i l rc r  C iu l l s  bunded in
Sou lh  . . \L rs l r i r l i i t  in  1967-70 hurc  nor r  bccn
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rcportccl. The Beachport lrrca birds. constituti l . lg
-58 t1  o f  thc  lo tu l .  i t rc  b i in r  r r lo rc  in tcns ivc l t
\ l u d r u r l  l h J n  ( h (  r ( \ t :  , ) \ ( . r  l l , ,  , ' l  1 1 1 r ' 1 1 1  1 1 , , 1 i
b.:cn sightcd. Thcse ligurcs arc rrcarll t ivc itncl
r l r , , r ( '  l l t i r n  \ ( . \ c n  l l | ) l ( . \  l h .  . t / ,  r ( ( ( r \ ; r \  I l r l (  ( r l
. t : r rd l r r t l  h , rn r . i . .  l i re r ,  l r rc  r r , ,u  l< i  ; r i ; , . .P1 ;1b l ( .
s i - r :h1 in {s  l i ) r  c r ' c r !  IOO b i rds  bandcd.  i rnd  abou l
I ;10  pcr  l (X)  l i r r  thc  Bcachpor t  s l rnp lc .  T l rc
l ) rcscn t  \o lun tc  o f  rcsu l ts .  s lc i ld i l y  inc re ls ing ,  i s
2 l l  t in res  thu t  o f  thc  s l r rnc la rc l  bands .  .17  t i r r rcs  in
thc  c i rsc  o f  thc  Bcuchpor t  surnp lc .  and i t  i s  l in r i t cd
or l \  b )  thc  obscrva t ion  co lc l tgc  Ih i t l  i s  poss ib lc .

Mu l t ip lc  rccords  o l  ind iv idua l  b i rds  a rc  rc -
vca l ing  a  r r i c lc  rangc  o l  h iuh l t  scdcntar i - ,  nonrad ic .
and cons is lcn t  l rs  r re l l  as  i r rcgu lu r  n ) ig rak) r \
bch : rv iour  b l  loun{  an t l  a r iu l ts  i r l i kc .  as  the
Io l lou ' ing  cx i ln lp lcs  sho\ \ .

|  .  Adr l t  l , -53671 R.W/G u  as  c lap-nc t tcc l
on  l l  Ma l  1969 on  Bcuchpor t  esp lanadc:  i t s
lunrbJr  has  bccn rca t l  I lo  t in te \  L tp  1o  lo  Junc
1970.  l t s  ( l i r v t in re  rccor ( l  i \  65  t in rcs  rcs t ins  o l
thc  csp lu  i rd r .  36  t in rcs  fc 'cd i r rg  on  ad jaccnr
b : lchcs  rv i th in  ,1 (X)  y l rds .  t r r i cc  r r i th in  8 (X)  \ i l rds .
l rnd  scvcn v is i t s  1o  thc  v i l lage  l r l l  $ i th in  5 (X)  vurc is .
A highlv sedentarr bird,

2. Adult L-69124 R-W/G urrs (lrugeed on
2 Mi ry  1969 in  l l i vo l i  Ba l  (  scve  n  r l i l cs  sor . r t l ' r
o l  l3c ; rchpor t  lnd  tw 'o  n r i l cs  nor th  o l  ( ; rey) .  Up
to  25  May I970 i l  h i rd  hccn sccn  J . l  t i rDcs
inc lud ing  s ix  v is i t s  to  C; rc \ .  four  k r  Bcuchpor t .
lnd  onc  s i r  rn i l cs  in l i rnd  to  Rendc lsh i rn r .  A  mob i lc
bird.

3, Chicks L-62554 R-Y and I--62836 R-Y
were  b lnded i r l  Pengu in  Is land.  I l c l rch for t  on
l .+  Scptenrbcr  I  c ) ( r l l .  \ c i thc r  le l tu rcL l  in  lhc
Ber rchpor t  scarchcs  in  1969.  I lo th  \ \ c re  sccn  a t
( iec long.  \  i c to r i l  (  300 nr i les  cas t  \  i i l  thc  co i rs t  ) .
t l l c  lo rn rc r  on  l l  Oc tobcr  l9 ( r9  a r td  thc  l r t t c f
on  -10  Oc lobcr  and l5  Novcnt t tc r  1969.  l  hcn
( r155; l  * 'es  s igh tec l  on  l . l  anc l  l7  January  l97o
at  l l cuchpor t  and I  and I  Fcbru i l r ]  11  ( ; rc ) .
rh i l c  6 l l t36  r l l r s  l r1  Beachpor l  r iu r ing  9  J i rnu i t r l
to -1 February 1970. tsoth rcturncd to Ccclolrg.
thc  l i r rn rc r  b r  I I  I "ebru i rn  i rnd  thc  l r t t c r  b )
25  Fcbruary .  But  rh i l c  62 I t3 ( r  r rus  \cc r t  thc r r
in  Mr l  and t$ icc  k )  l .+  Junc .  6155,1  uas  l l s t
sJ . t r  i r t  ( ; cc long on  l6  Fcbrua l l  iu ) ( l  lhcn  i r l
Robc  on  I  I  Mr iy  i rnd  Bcac l rpor t  on  2 ,1  Muv.
Two 1-oung birds migrated lo the same place
in their f irst and second v€ars, and one returned
to the breeding phce much earlier in its second
lcar.



The Australian Bird Buruler Septenrbcr, 1970

Wrllramsrow},\ St Kitda

r Figurc |. Map sl.roting plutcs ol lnnding arul tr, lov,gt' l , ol Silvcr Grtl ls nkntioncd itr l lrc taxt.

4. Chick l,-6027 3 R-Y rvas bandcd on Pcn-
gu in  Is la r rd ,  Bc i rchpor t ,  on  l0  Scptembcr  1968.
I t  w ls  sccn  a t  Wi l l ian ls town.  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bay .
\ / i c .  (ovcr  100 nr i l cs  cas t  v ia  thc  coas t )  on  l3
Ju ly  1969.  tw icc  a t  Beac l rpor t  on  2 l  August
1969. brrck at Will irnrstorvn orr 30 Scptcnrbcr
1969.  and in  R ivo l i  Bay  a  mi lc  f rom Bcachpor t
on  I0  and I I  January  1970.  A  commuter  w i th
an uncxpected timetable.

5. Chick l,-61997 R-R/W rvas bandcd on
Corvr ic  Rock ,  Bcachpor t ,  on  l0  Scptcmbcr  1968,
sccn a t  Crey  on  27  Apr i l  1969 and Bcachpor r
Grcy  in  January-Fcbruary  1970,  thcn  a t  Por t land.
V ic .  (  100 mi le  s  cas t  )  on  l9  Apr i l  and  l9  May
1970.  On 2-5  May i t  u ,as  back  near  Grey ,  and
from I to l6 Junc ar Portland. A migrant, which
paid a brief visit to its natal area in the non-
breeding season.

6. Breeding adult L-63697 R-Y/IlK/Il
\\ ' i ls lrrppcd on the nest rt Cowric Rock on
l l l  Scp tcnrbcr  I969.  I t  was  in  Por t land on  30
JanLrary .  2 l  Febru i r ry  and l l  May 1970,  back
at Bcachport on 2.1 Mny. i lnd again at Portland
on 3  Junc  1970.  I t s  n ra te ,  L -63293 R-Y/R/R.
problbly thc nralc. was scen 22 tinlcs up to 6
Junc  1970 $ , i th in  u00 yards  o f  Cowr ic ,  and
thrcc  t imcs  up  to  o rc -and-a-ha l t  m i lcs ;  onc  o l
thc  la t tc r .on  24  Mi ry  70 ,  n rus t  havc  brought  thc
puir closc togcthcr. A sedentarv male, and

migrant mate which visited the breeding area
briefly in the non-breeding season,

7. Breedinq trl l  L-B/B/B R-53707 rvas
t rappcd on  the  nes t  a t  Pcngu in  Is land on  2 l
Octobcr  1969.  I t  l i ved  i r t  Me lbournc  and ad jaccnt
bcachcs from 9 March to 24 May 1970, and
rc tu rned to  R ivo l i  Bay  by  9  June I970.  I t s  n r i r t c ,
L -BK/W/G R-53746.  was i l t  Por t l . rnd  on  19
May 1970. A migrant that remained at one
phce in the non-breeding seasoni its mate went
in the same direction.

8. I lreeding adult L-57404 R-R/BK/BK,
was t rappcd on  thc  ncs t  a t  Nora  Cre ina  (  I4  r t r i l cs
nor th -wcs t  o f  Bcachpor t )  on  l2  August  1968.
I t  w l l s  rcpor tcd  s ix  t in rcs  in  March  and Apr i l
I969  a t  Roscbud,  Por t  Ph i l l i p  Bay ,  rnc l  then
sccn rcpcat;dly on thc santc b:ach for sontc
wceks. It was at Nora Crcina on 24 Octobcr
1969,  rga in  a t  Roscbud on  9  Novcmbcr  1969
and I  I  and i4  May |  970.  I t s  mate  .  L - -57399
R-B/BK, /R was 14  mi lcs  nor th  a t  Robc on  l0
February  1969.

Breeding adult L.57441 R-ll/Y/R rvas
trapped on the ncst at Penguin lslarrd on l6
August  196{ i  and seen loca l l y  un t i l  27  January
1970.  Fronr  6  March  to  15  June 1969 i t  was
secn four tinres !t Albatross Lookout. Port Fairv.
V  c  t  l . l { )  n l i les  e i rs r  I  l rnd  on  4  Ju l ;  r r t  thc
rubb ish  dumn thcre .  On 29  Seoternbcr  1969 i t

l - )
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r r lLs  h l rck  on  PrngLr in  Is lanr l  i rnd  l r rou ld  Bc i rch-
p o f t  u n l r i  I  I - c b r u u r r  1 9 7 0 .  O n  l S  M u r  1 9 7 0
' l  r . . .  . . , t l  . . 1  \ ' r ' r t , , . .  | , r . \ , , r r l .  . r r r r l  l r r  l l
l l  r r r  r r t  i l c r rc l t l r r r r  t

' l  
no nrigr{nts $hich returned to exacalr lhe

.:trrrr. tt lrrt-ltrr.t.diDg \eil\(rtt l0culi0rt iD strcecs-
sirc tears, but on rerr dil lerent dates.

l l t . . .  r ' , . r r l r .  r . r l \ (  t J l (  .  i \ . . l i , r r t  r r h . . r h . . r  l r r r g u -
. . , r 1 \ '  l ' . r ' l \ l  t  !  l r , 1  . 1 1 1  ' 1 1  r ( t r l f l l  r .  l l ) r .  l ' . . r t  t h u t
ea r t  f r i  r k rnc  ( ) \ \  t h l l l  t hc r c  i s  u  l r o r r i n {  bod l
rr l  birt l  obscrvcr: reltr l t  to rcsltontl  to l l tc p()tcn
l l r l r l \  ( r l  r c i l ( l l b l e  h l r nc l  nun tb l r s .  Band  s i gh t i ng
is ir  rcrr irrdint:  i lspccl ol bir( l  n atchirrr. :  thatioulc-l
r r , ' \ \  r r  l \ ( , 1 '  l i r r i l \ :  i l  , , t r ( r .  r l l (  r i l i i . l l i l t r , r )  r , l
c() () l1crir t i \ 'c el l()rt  t()  l t i !ce t()Scthcr t l rc of lcn
L r r ) \ uspcc ta ( i  l ) i l t t c ro \  o l  b i r d  n toven tcn t s .  i t nd  i t
l ) r r r \ 1 1 h \  ( \ ( r \ , ,  r '  \ \ r t i l  t i t (  , , | 1 '  r t u n i t r  l i r r  L I L .
l : ' r l u ( l  . l u ( l \  , ) l  I l , ' l c  . (  l r ' . J  i  r  r  t l  r  r  i  r l  r  r  I  r  I  s  .  F , . . r l t i r l r ,
i r t  lhcir n(rn-brcc(i i l l l t  \ci t \on l()ci t t i ()n. ab()Llt  whicl. l
l i t l l c  i s  kn t r r r n .  

- l  
i i c  soc i i t l  s t e tus  anc l  f c cd ing

i rnd  o thc r  hab i t s  o f  r hc  i nd i v i du r r l  i n  w ide l i
L l i l l - r l r  I  . t t l t . r t i ( r | l \  l r r c  : t l . r r  r i n u . r l l r  u r r c r p l , , r c i :
l i r f  c r ' q111p l ! .  do  n l i t t c s  cohab i t  lNa l  I r u l t  t hc
I ' r . . . h r r r :  I , l r r , .  

'  I l l (  \ ( ,Un l r )  l l l i l l  ( l ( i c l ups  r c : r J -
i r h l c  b tu r r l s .  o r  o thc ' r  l ong - l us t i ng  v i su lL l  i den t i t i -
c i t l l ( ) n .  i l i l ( i  i l  nc t \ \ o r k  o f  obse r te r s .  N i l l  d i t cu rnen l
t hc  l i f c  h i s to r i c r  o f  i t s  h i r d \  n ro re  ncan ing fu l l l
l l l l rn (\  ar treforc. ancl gct ntuch ntorc f t j r  i ts
r ronc r .  i n  qu i l l i t \  i r \  \ \ c l l  i i s  quan t i t v  o f  i n fo rmu-
l i r r r t  11 , ,  | . 1 r ' , r . ' . , . . r i \ l r ( \  r , l  ( i r ch  \ f \ c i i ( . \  ( l ( t c r r I l i n (
n hlt  is 1-rossiblc. lrnt i  6lcr lr l l ls thc rcatl l rblc numbcr
l u r ( l  l r bb rc \ i l r t . ( i  p r c t i x .  con rb ine , t l  $ i t h  a  l ess
cons f i cuous  i r dd rcss  on  t hc  ou t s i dc  o f  t he  bun t i .
o l l c r s  t l r c  bc \1  con tp ron t i sc .

Ackn()$ ledgements

\\ 'c !rci t t l )  i lppreci i t tc Ihc at l ' "  icc trncl co-
( )pcn r t i oo  o i  Mr  ( i .  C .  L i r n rbou rnc  o l  l _an tbou rncs
(B i r r l i ngh r r l t  )  l - t ( i  i n  t hc  p roc luc t i on  o l  nun rbc rcd
h l rD ( l s  e \ i l c t l v  l o  ou r  r ! ' qu i r cn t cn t s .  anc l  o f  Mr
l i .  l : .  R i l c r  o l  B (x ) \ t c r  I ndus t r i c s  (N .S .W.  I  P1y
L1d .  \ \ l l o  t r c i t t e ( l  ( r u t  L l t ) p ro t i t ab l c  o rdc rs  $ i t h
c \ t r \  c ( )u r t cs \ .  I he  nu  t h : red  ban t i s  $c rc  sup -
p l i c r l  b . ,  t hc  . \ us t r r r l i i r n  B i rd -b rnd ins  Sc l r cn rc .
, r n L I  : r  t r i r n l  l r , '  t  I l ) (  \ U . t r i r l i : r r t  R L . . i r i e h  C r ; r n t r
( ' o l r n r i t t ce  \ uppo r t \  t l t c  S i l r c r  ( i u l l  s t udv  i n
\ , ' u l h  . \ L r . l r , r l i : r .  l \ ' r r r r r , . i , ' r r  l o r  r i L l r i  r r , r r k  r r i r .
r i \ , ' n  h \  l hc  ( ' h i c f  ( i uu rd ian  o f  Faun l r .  N .S .W. .
i r nd  t hc  l ) cpa r tn t cn t  o f  F i shc r i cs  and  Fauna  Con -
sc rv r r l i on  l r nd  t l r c  \ a t i ona l  Pa rks  ( -on rn t i ss i on  o f
S ( )u1h  . , \ us t f t l l i l .  \ \ c  a r c  p i r r t i cu l i t r l )  g ra t c fu l  f o r
r r s \ r \ t i t ncc  f r on r  ( i r acn t c  f l i l r r i ng ton .  N i t l i ( ) n i l l
I ' r r r l s  R i l ngc r  i n  t he  Bc l r chpo r t  i r r ca .

Thc  so r r re t rh l r l  t cd ious  t l s k  o f  h l nc l  p repa ra ,
t iott .  l tnd r l tost ()f  1l ' tc blrnrl i l t . l .  wcrc oonc ov
\ \ i l r  \ ( . l l ( n .  i t )  \ . S . \ \  i ' t  I ' r r , l  r r r r  r r r r r l  l r i
M , r r r . , ' r r  l r r . t r t u l .  \ l i r l l  l  S .  \ .  i r r  l ( r r ' -  r . , , .  . ' . . i . r , . , 1
l r \  ( ) 1he rs  t o ( )  nun le r ( )L l s  t t  l ) i r n t c .  Sus ln  I r r t ha r  .
\ \  ho  kcp t  t hc  r cco rd r  un l i l  I  96 t ) .  no r r  n l i r kcs
thcn r .  c . g .  l . - l l  t s .  B  l l - - 5 -17 { )7  { s r c  cxan rp le  7 i .
John  O l t a *a r  hus  donc  n tuch  ( ) l  t hc  l i c l d  t r r r r k
i n  l 97O anc i  has  p roL r i r n rn rcd  l he  ( t r l l r  r o r  con t -
l u l c r  i r n i l l t s i s .  \ \ ' h i l c  S lu l t r t  H r r r r i s  l r ss i s t s  *  i l h
r cco rds  l l  ( l  ( l r c \ \  t hc  n rap  i o r  l - i i : u r c  i

An rong  n r i r nv  unpa i c l  he lpc rs .  l he  c l i l c  t t l t l ( i  o f
ob \ c r vc rs  r r ho  r cpo r l  h i r nd  nu r l bc rs .  n )os t l v  l r o l t
l ' l i r e , . , r r t t . i r i c  r ' u t  , , ! \  I t r , t  r '  r , r | l , : , : .  ; r r .  r r r ; r k i r r u
l t  s i gn ihc i l n t  an r l  n tuch  i l pp rcc i l t t cd  cou t r i hL l t i on
to  l hc  r csu l l s .  W i th  apo lo l i c s  l o  l l l unY  o thc rs .
lack of spacc prrccludcs ntcntiol oi ntorc thi l
t hc  t op  c l c \ cn .  cu r r cn t l )  l hcs : -  u r c  ( i r r r c i c  Bo rvkc r .
( ' h r i s s  ( ' u r r i c k .  Susan  Ingh ln r .  L  Bevcgc .  D .  ( i .
Canreron. P. Fox. W. l{ .  Ci lrrrctt .  ( i  I-angriclr.re.
L  S ; r v l r { e .  . 1 .  M .  

- l  
r u r i r n .  i r n t l  \ ' .  Yco r l an .
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Postscript

Wc havc just sccn thc rcfcrencc to thcsc rcad-
rub lc  banr i  numbcrs  in  thc  F i f t cen th  Annu i t l
Rcpor t  o f  thc  Aus t ra l i ln  B i rd  b lnd ing  Schcnrc .
Wc cmphas izc  th i t l  i t \ sessn)c '11  o l  thc  va l id i ty  o f
sight rccords requircs l irst hand cxpcricncc of thc
problcnls pcculirr to cach spcci:s antl projcct. as
rvcll as knoulccigc ol thc ovcntll rcsult itnd closc
liaison rvith thc l iclt l obs.-rvcrs. ,\part fror)l thc
cos t .  thc  c lo \c  rangc  nccessurv  to  ob t i l i n  l cg ib lc
phok)grlphs of nurnbcrs is \rell rvithin thc clpacity
o f  o rd inarv  h inocu lu rs .  th ( )L rgh  th is  n rc thod h is
a  us :  rvhcn l l )o re  than v isua l  p roo f  i s  rcqu i rcd .
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