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I lr icl lr. thc brood patch is situatcd bctwccn
l l )c  vent r i l l  f cNt l rc r  t rac ts  (p te r i t lac )  wh ich  are
scl-.unrtcd b)' rrets of alntost nakcd skin
(up tc r i i l ) .  - l l r csc  

ap tc r ia  bear  sparse  dorvn  in
sonrc specics but in othcrs thcy are wcll covercd.
lhis dorrn is shed with the fornation of thc
bro()d patch but a bare abdomen docs not mean
thll l  bird is incubating. Physiological changes
irrJ rlso ncctss ry. ' [he 

arca bccomcs cngorged
$ i th  b lood (vascu l r r i zcd)  and swe l l ing  occurs
(  ( ) c d ! n r l  ) .

\\ 'hcn thc cggs huvc hatchcd and thc ncsll ings
iirc no lou{cr dcpcndcnt on thc body wrrmth of
thc brooti inr parcnt, t lrc brood patch subsides
itnd bcconles $'rinkled and scaley but rcmains
unfca thcrcd  un t i l  normal  n rou l t .

An cxanrinitt ion of nidicolous ncstl ings clcarly
in t i ie i r te r  t l t t  f t c r i l l i t c  i rnd  i lp te r i : t .

Where thc fcnralc ulone incubltes, confusiorr
sonlelinrcs occurs bcclusc sonte males sit on the
cq{s for r pcriod. It is doubtful that this scrvcs
an)' purposc othcr thln protcction of thc cggs.
possibly from prcdation. In this case, it appcars
thirt thc fcnlrlc covL'rs thc cggs at night when
lhc\ urc l lost l ikclv to suffcr fronr a ternpcftrturc
tirop.

Bandcrs wlto nrc collstl lntly handling birds
slroLrld soon Iclrn to rccognise a true brood
putclr us opposcd to merely an unfcitthcrcd tret.
Proven non-brooders lnd prc-brccdcrs should bc
conrparcd rvith brooders. lnd cxamination should
bj nrldr both in and out of thc brecding season.

A conrplctc and detailcd picture is neither
1'rossiblc nor dcsirable in rr short notc of this
naturc. Sonc of the rcfcrcnccs which follow
should bc studicd to gain funil iarity with thc
subjcct uhich docs not itppear to havc bccn
sludicd cxtcnsivcl). There is vcry l itt le referencc
to  i t  in  th (  Au. t r . r l i i rn  l i t c r r tu r .
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Rccoven' f)ata
Sonrc itcrns in "Rccovc'iy Round-up" arc for-

rvurded by individual bandcrs, a fcw are reccivcd
f rUnr  nu t \ id . .  sor r r tcs .  bu l  the  nr l l jo r i t l  l r c
rcccivcd from thc Sccrctary of thc Australian
Bird-blnding Schcrnc, and this is grcatly apprcci-
atcd. Howcvcr. it is not practical for the Banding
Ofncc to forward copics of all recovcrics, and
inlercsting oncs arc occasionally rnisscd.

This can bc rvoidcd if banders forrvard to me
datri ls of any recoverics or rctraps conccrning
movement or longcvity which they consider may
br suitable for inclusion in "Recovery Round-up".

Itenrs for the pilrt iculrr spccics should be
checked in recent issucs, as a guidc in deciding
suitabil ity. If in doubt, send the details anyway.
ln order 1o avoid possiblc errors, the "Report

to Brndcr" forrn should bc forwardcd to mc if
possiblc: thcse rvill be rcturncd 

\o[r]].rt bU,,o,

Brootl P:rtches
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Examination of the brood or incubation patch nlay prove both
rcwarding and hc lpfu l  to  banders.  I t  could ind icate sex and ntatur i ty
wherc only  one of  a pai r  is  known to incubatc;  and i t  could a lso e luc idate
thc sharc of  incubat ion dut ies where th is  is  not  c lcar .  Dinrorphisur
docs not nccesslrily preclude incubation capability uor docs |lrono-
tnorphisn autot l ta t ica l ly  inc lude i t .


