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Thc occurrence and breeding status of the Dontinican Gull (larrrr
tlontinicanu.t) in soutlt-castern Australia are discussed. It is recordcd brccding
on the Fivc Islands. oft Port Kentbla, N.S.W.. and tlte nestlings frurrl onc
brccding scason have been ind iv idual ly  co lour  bandcd.

-l 
hc l)orrrinicln Gull hits an extcnsivc rangc

\ \ i th in  thc  Southcrn  Hcmisphcrc  and un t i l  194J ,
N'lrcn itn i ldult [-rird uas sccn at Botany Bay,
N.S.W.  (  McGi l l .  19 ,13  and 1955 ) ,  Aus t ra t ia  was
thc onlv Ii lrg0 southcrn land nrass front which
il lr ird not b.:en recordcci. Sincc 1943 it has built
up sn)irl l  populations orr thc southern coast of
\ .S . \ \ ' . .  \ ' i c to r i l  lnd  south  eas t  Tasmania .  I t
hus  bred  rcgu l l r r l l  on  Moon Is land ncar  New-
c ls_ t lc .  N .S.W.  s incc  1958 (Gwynnc and Cray ,
1 .959: .  ( i r l ) .  1967)  and u ls  found brcc t l ing  on
thc  I ; i vc  l s l i rnc ls  in  l96 lJ -1969 scason and aga in
i r )  I969-1970.  I r  p ro t rab ly  b rccds  in  Tasmania
I  [ - ] r . , r ] r i r \  l ( ) r , - I  . r  ( l  n , ) \  i r l ) l ) c l l r . i  to  bc  l r  t i rn r l l
cs t r r l r l i shc t l  .1 r1 . . i - .  i r r  . , ' u rh  c l \ rc rn  Aus t r r r l i i .

- l  
hc  c r r r l i cs r  rccorc ls  o f  thc  Domin ican Gu l l

I ronr  thc  p ror in r i l v  o l  thc  F ive  Is lands  arc  c r l
th rcc  rn l | l ) i t tu r .  b i rds  a t  Wol longong in  Junc
I  95-1 .  (  Mc( i i l l .  1955 )  und o f  onc  i r r rn ra tu rc  b i rd
l t t  Por t  Kc l l t t r l r r  in  195.5  (Sc f ton ,  pcr .  con l In . ) .
It \\ ' i ts notcLl otr thc I-ivc lslarrds in Novcmbcr,
l95 f i  (S . f ton  rn ( l  l ) c \ i l t .  1962)  rnd  i t  n ray  b :
signil icant thitt thc l irst Moon lsland rccorti oc-
cur rcd  i rhout  th i r t  t in lc .

lhc  rco l raph ic  pos i t ion  o l  thc  F ivc  Is lands ,
\\hich g.ts its 11111q from thc l ivc individual
i s lanc ls  in  thc  gmup.  i s  shorvn  in  F igurc  l .  B ig
ls l i rn ( l  cons is ts  o l  t \ !o  snr l l l c r  i s lands  jo ined by
ll l()\\ '  ci lusJ\\ ' l ly. whiclr is sontcti lrrcs covcrcd at
high \\ irter. Birss and Mrrtin Isllnds arc vcry
cxposctJ, ltrrd lrc nlostlv barc rock with smail
irrcls ot vcqctirt ion, rvhilc Flindcrs Island is a
irrrc-cut rock platform surmountcd by a small
!cgctatcd plirtcau. r\ l l  l ivc islands in the group
rurc cotnl)oscd of dolcritc or andcsitc. which ari
rocks  o l  ro lc i tn ic  L r r ig in .  (scc  D lv is  c t  a l i i ,  1938) .

Duc to thc nunlerous rccords of i lnmature
I ' i rds  f ronr  lhc  i rJ i rccn t  co i ts t l inc  in  rccent  years .
and the continucd pcrsencc of thcse gulls in the
rcgion. J. D. Gibson and A. R. Scfton suspccted

thr t  Donr in ic i r r  ( iu i l  h rcc t l ing  nrus l  hu \c  occur rcd
on thc  F ivc  l s lands .

They  per iod ica l l r  sc i t rchcd lo r  cv idencc  o |
b rccd ing  on  u l l  i s lan t is  (cxccpt  Bass ,  on  wh ich  i l
i s  d i f l i cu l t  to  lan( l )  bu1 found nonc .

On I : l  Dcccrnbcr  I968.  u , i th  I l .  Jones  and
J .  I l l l i o t t .  a  succcss fu l  lanc l ing  s 'as  r lade on
Bass Isllrntl and thrcc rrests ol Dominican Gulls
wcrc locatcd on l snrall patch of gnrss sorttc
45 fcct ahovc scrr lcrcl. C)nc ncst huci obviously
bccn uscd quitc rcccntly rvhilc thc otl lcr 1wo
appcarcd to ha\'c l-rlcn constructc(l in a prcvious
scitson in(i icating that thc birris rrrit_,r- havc brcd
thcrc for lt lcust onc othcr scitsotr. A scarch
among thc rocks rcvcirlcd lNo litrgc downy young
cstinlatcd lo bc t\ro to tlrrt 'c rvccks old.

On tlr is silnlc occasion Dominican Gulls wcrc
distributed lnrong thc islancls as iollows Ba."-
l l vc  adu l ts  lnd  t$o  \oung i  F  l indcrs - t rvo  non-

a JuvaniLe Doninicon Gull .t l toting tlt( prot?ctit '(
c<tlouration ol thc plttntagc e.qoinst tlrc bqck-
ground of it,y n0tul i.tlqnd.



'l 
lu' .ltrsttoliun Birtl Bandc'r

b rccc l in r  adu l ts :  Mar t in - th rec  adu l ts ,  two
r r l t i th  r rc re  I ' r . rh r rh j r  h rcc , . j ing  hu t  due to
( r 'n ( l r l r , )n \  . r l  t l t (  I  t l ( .  l r  l l tn r l in t  couh l  no l
nurdc t0 c0nhrnr tlt is.

l r r  thc  Iu t ' ,1 .1 ,1 .1 ,  h rec t l rn t  rc i rson ,  Do t in iuan
( iu l l .  h r r . r l  , ' r r  Ih re .  o j  rh . .  i . l l nd \ .  Tucr  p r r i r .
b rcd  on  B l rss  Is land.  o r rc  p l i r  on  Mar t in  l i l and
i l rd  unothcr  p i r i r  on  F l indcrs  Is land.  The ncs t
on  F l inc lc rs  Is land *as  bu i l t  o f  g rass  and p ig face ,
which had tulen root and pro'cluccd frcih- run-
ncr'\ up to t$o lcet in length. This could irdicatc
th l l  l l l c  ncs t  n rav  havc  bcen bu i l t  dur ing  the
fr! ' \ ious brccdil)g' scsron.

l l r ccd ing  in  I  969-  1970 cxrended f ro t r )  la tc
()clobcr. lhc contnrcncenrcnt of building by thc
! ' r r r l i cs l  b r fcd in -s  b i rds .  to  Fcbruury  1970.  when
lhc \ '()ung of l l t! '  l i l tcst brccding birds werc rc-
cordcd li5' ing. I hc total number of chicks hatched
t lu r in r . th i r  pc r ro ( l  * i rs  p rub  b l )  e igh t .  o f  wh ich
, 'nL  dru( l  i r  d  l \ \o  c ( 'u lL l  ( ,1  bc  loc i l l cd .  Thc
pol)ullt i()n ol ariult Dominican Culls on thc
Irivc lslanils during this pcriod varied bctween
! ' lc \  en and l \ \  c lvc.

,  S , \ ' r r  i r l r \ ' r  l l r r -  , \ ( ,u l lg  gu l l s  l l1 .  rh , :y  uppcr r  lo
r ( ' i t \u  I  (  f  t \ (  t \ l Jnd \  ; r l ld  sub \equcnt ly  I  havC
not rccorded an1 .juvcniles on thcir natal island.
Thc l ' .poss ib l l  t l i spcrse  in  n tuch  the  samc way
ir\ Silvcr (iLrl ls (1-. utv uehollantl iue ) , irs inr-
nraturc t-rir<is hale bccn rccordcd near Syciney, to
thc lorth. and Shcllharbour, to thc souih, oi thc
F ivc  Is lunc ls .  Onc Donr in ican  Gu l l  bandcd as  a
ncs t l ing  on  Moon ls land on  30  Decernbcr  1962,
\\ 'us Iccovcrcd ncar Perth. Wcstcrn Australia on
l9  August  l9 (16 .  (Gray  1967) .  I t  wou ld  no t
hrvc rcachcd full adult status at the time of
recQ!cry.

I t  wou ld  rppcar  tha l  the  DoIn in ican  Gu l l  i s
bcconting r|cll estrblishcd in Australia and a
r r rns i t l c r . rh lc  i r rc rc r r .c  in  i l .  popu iu t ion  tnay  occur
( lunn! :  thc  r ) ( \ t  dc ( i rL l ( .  B l rnd ing  o t  u j l  ch icks
protluccd in clrch brccding scaso; at Moon ancl
Fivc lslands nray provc 

-uscful 
in tracing the

r ) r i ! in  r \ l  . thc . t .  r : r r l l s  fo r rn in !  r ' rhc r  h rccr l ing
L  ' lonr ( .s .  shor r l r l  th , . . r  c l r '  so .  l r r  n  l r l t cmpt  to
obta in  d ispcrsa l  d i r t r .  the  ch icks  banded a t  the
F ivc  Is lands  in  1969-1970 rverc  co lour  banded
for individull identit lcation. It is proposcd t<r
continue this colour banding in fuiurC seasons
$'hcre cvcr thcsc birds are found brceding on
Ncu Sr t r r th  Wl lcs  coas ta l  i s lands .
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