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‘The Dominican Gull on the Five Islands,

New South Wales
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The occurrence and breeding status of the Dominican Gull (Larus
dominicanus) in south-castern Australia are discussed. It is recorded breeding
on the Five Islands, off Port Kembla, N.S.W., and the nestlings from one
breeding season have been individually colour banded.

The Dominican Gull has an extensive range
within the Southern Hemisphere and until 1943,
when an adult bird was seen at Botany Bay,
NSW. (McGill, 1943 and 1953), Australia was
the only large southern land mass from which
it had not been recorded. Since 1943 it has built
up smalt populations on the southern coast of
N.SWo Nictoria and south east Tasmania. Tt
has bred regularly on Moon Island near New-
castle,. NS WL since 1958 (Gwynne and Gray,
1959: Gray, 1967) and was found breeding on
the Five Islands in 1968-1969 scason and again
i 1969-1970. It probably breeds in Tasmania
(Thomas 1967) and now appears to be a firmiy
established  species in south castern Australia,

The carliest records of the Dominican Gull
from the proximity of the Five Islands are of
three imumature birds at Wollongong in June
1953, (McGill, 1955) and of onc imntature bird
at Port Kembla in 1955 (Sefton, per. comm.).
It was noted on the Five lslands in November,
[958 (Sefton and Devitt, 1962) and it may be
significant that the first Moon island record oc-
curred about that tme.

The geographic position of the Five Islands,
which gets its name from the five individual
islands in the group. is shown in Figure 1. Big
Island consists of two smaller islands joined by
a low causeway, which is sometimes covered at
high water. Bass and Martin Islunds are very
exposed, and are mostly bare rock with small
areas of vegetation, while Flinders Island is a
wave-cut rock platform surmounted by a small
vegetated platcau. Al five islands in the group
are composed of dolerite or andesite, which are
rocks of volcanic origin. (sec Davis et alii, 1938).

Due to the numerous records of immature
birds from the adjacent coastline in recent years,
and the continued persence of these gulls in the
region, J. D Gibson and A, R. Scfton suspected

that Dominican Guil breeding must have occurred
on the Five Islands.

They periodically scarched for evidence of
breeding on all islands {except Bass, on which it
is difficult to land) but found nenc.

On 14 December 1968, with B. Jones and
J. Ellott, a successful landing was made on
Bass Istand and three nests of Dominican Gulls
were located on o small patch of grass some
45 feet above sea level. Onc nest had obviously
been used quite recently while the other two
appeared to have been constructed in a previous
scason indicating that the birds may have bred
there for at least one other scason. A search
among the rocks revealed two large downy young
estimated to be two o three weeks old.

On this same occasion Dominican Gulls were
distributed among the islands as follows: Bass—
live aduwits and fwo young: Flinders—two non-

® Juvenile Dominican Gull showing the protective
colouration of the plumage avainst the back-
ground of ity natal isiand.
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breeding  adults: Martin—three  adults, two of
which were probably breeding but due to the
conditions at the time. a landing could not be
made to confirm this.

In the 1969-1970 breeding season, Dominican
Gulls bred on three of the islands. Two pairs
bred on Bass Island. one pair on Martin Island
and another pair on Flinders Island. The nest
on Flinders Island was built of grass and pigface,
which had taken root and produced fresh run-
ners up to two feet in length. This could indicate
that the nest may have been built during the
previous breeding sesaon.

Breeding in 1969-1970 extended  from  late
October, the commencement of building by the
carfiest brecding birds. to February 1970, when
the young of the latest breeding birds were re-
corded flying. The total number of chicks hatched
during this period was probably eight, of which
one died and two could not be located. The
population of adult Dominican Gulls on the
Five Islands during this period varied between
cleven and twelve.

Soon after the young gulls fly, they appear to
leave the Five Islands and subsequently 1 have
not recorded any juveniles on their natal island.
They possibly disperse in much the same way
as  Silver Gulls (L. novaehollandiaey, as im-
mature birds have been recorded near Sydney, to
the north, and Shellharbour, to the south, of the
Five Islands. One Dominican Gull banded as a
nestling on Moon Island on 30 December 1962,
wis recovered near Perth, Western Australia on
29 August 1966, (Gray 1967). 1t would not
have reached full adult status at the time of
recovery.

It would appear that the Dominican Gull is
becoming well established in Australia and a
considerable increase in its population may oceur
during the next decade. Banding of all chicks
produced in cach breeding season at Moon and
Five Islands may prove useful in tracing the
origin_ of these gulls forming other breeding
calonies, should they do so. In an attempt to
obtain dispersal data, the chicks banded at the
Five Isiands in 1969-1970 were colour banded
tor individual identification. It is proposed to
continue this colour banding in future seasons
where ever these birds are found breeding on
New South Wales coastal islands,
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® Figurc 1. The Five Islands, N.5.W.
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