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Flame Robin Bantling in Northern Victona
I .  M.  I IATEMAN and J.  D FORDY( ' t ,

The authors' experiences irl their work on Flame Robins (Pctroicz

plloni<'('a) in northern Victoria ltrc recordecl. The study forms part ot

thc VORG Survev on this spccies. 1hc gcncral arca of operations
extends from Barooga on tlrc Ncw SoLtth Wales sidc of the Murray
River  to  about  Sheppartot t  i tnd Watrgar i r t t r  in  thc sout l r .  This  area
is shou'n in Figure l

At Baroogl. using ncts and traps. cirlchcs l)f
F lanrc  Rob ins  in  thc  r r ' in tc rs  o f  1966,  1967 and
l96 l l  *c rc  d isappo in t ing ly  snra l l .  Accord ing l l .
b lnd ing  * ls  car r i cd  ou t  in  v l r ious  p luces  and
in diffcrcnt t) 'pes of hilbitat in an cllort to l ind
thc most rcgularly productivc localions for
c:rtching this specics during thc \\ intcr" scirso)r.

Flanrc Robins rvcrc found to bc roosling in
citrus orchards. although. in mrny instlnccs thcy
\\ 'crc not observed in thc surounding pasturcs.
The roosting arcas werc locatcti in thc orchards
by l ightly shaking the boughs of thc citrus trccs
at night. causing thc birds to givc their un-
nristakablc alarm calls.

Whcn thc numerous dcciduous trccs lose thcir
l c i rvcs .  th r  dcnse fo l i : rgc  o l  thc  c i t ru .  l rc ( \  Pr t , -
viclcs good protcction. Aftcr sunsct thc robins
conrc in lorv and fast bctwccn thc rows of trccs.
Thcy do not call in f l ight but may bc distinguished
on clclr nights as they fly bctwccn thc rorvs of
trccs to tlrc roosting pli iccs, usually in tlrc ntost
shcltered scction of the orchard. Thcse circum-
stanccs providc excellcnt conditions for cvcning
nctting. 1-his is not so in thc clrly mornings,
as thc birds lervc tl lc roost quitc late uncl f ly
out high abovc the trccs instead of bctrvccn thc
IOWS.

One of us (Bateman) had been banding in a
snrall forcst rescrve in sandhil l country near the
Murray bank fivc miles upstrcam frorn Baroogl.

' l 'hc 
i irca is clothcd with Murray Pine, red gum,

box and casuarina. On thc eastern and western
sicics arc citrus orchards. Thc surrounding country
is clclrcd for whcat, shecp and cattle farming.
o1 ' r ' r r  r r rc r r .  u i th in  thc  rc : \c rvc  l rc  l c t  fo r  g r l t z ing :
s , rn rc  rub ins  f .ed  hcrc  in  * in tc r .  Wi th  ne ls  lnd
t lups  I4  F lanc  Rob ins  were  caught  in  1966. - In
1961, 10 wcrc bandcd from 24 visits. In 196t1
thc sccond rncmbcr (Fordycc) joined thc projcct
ancl rvhcn catchcs with ncts and traps in the
rcsL'rvc wcrc small, wc tricd netting at dusk in
the wcstcrn orchard. t.{ets wcrc spread after 4
p.rn. and left unti l late dusk. With four nets, on
l i  Junc ,  15  Ju ly  and l8  August  1968,  45  rob ins
rrere banded and thrce (banded nearby in thc
forcst rcscrvc in 1967) were retrappcd. Most of
thc birds arrived at dusk but sonlc wcrc capturcd
in conlpletc darkncss.

ln 1969 thc castern orchard was nctted also,
rnti from thc two orchards in 22 visits from
May to August, 198 Flame Robins were bandcd
and 2 t  (banded in  1968)  wcrc  re t rappcd.  In
lclclit ion, 27 individuals wcrc caught a second
tirne during thc scilsen. No robins were caught
in threc trips in April and thrcc trips in Scp-
tcrrrber.

Two other orchards, one in Barooga and one
in Cobram yiclded only nine birds from four
visits in July and August. Another orchard south
of Shcpparton. provided special interest. It is
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were cxrl1lincd at v rious tin]cs. but no robins
wcrc caught. Horvevcr on 23 August, Jim
Richarcls rcturncd to the sitc rnd nettcd four
birds. Sonrc robins renraincd in this arca all day
and a  l lw  rvere  caught  in  day l igh t .

Srrmmarv
I-his study has shoun that sonrc citrus orcharcls

nrr'/ provc to bc suitrblc seasonal banding statioDs
iirr Fltrre Robins. Sinri lar locations within thc
rangc of wintcr nrovcnlent of thcsc birds arc
worth invcstigation.
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Wr  r , r ' t ' u ld  r l so  l i l c  ru  lh i tn l  ( )u r  rs r i s tan ts
uhrx r .  h ( lp  h16 hccn inv i r lu rb lc .

a Fiqurc |. I l tt t: lr 'rul urLu ol opu.tuion.t
sltt\r ' inq t/tt, h\utions nttttt ionctl in tht tc.rt.

thc .  on ly  surv iv ing  c i t rus  b lock  in  a  g raz ing  lnd
f ru i t  cann ing  l r rca .  \ ' i s i t s  to  th is  o rchr rd  by  one
of  us  (Fordvce)  on  l .  9  and l6  August  l9 ( r9 .
rcsultecl in -. l l  robins trcing bandtd. No robins
\\ 'crc s,jcn during thc du\'. but thc! itppcaretl on
t l rc  sur round ins  Icnccs  i l t  dusk .  A l l  had ap-
parcn t lv  le f t  thc  u rc i r  b \  25  August .  We proposc
regular r isits t() rhis locll i()n throughout tl.rc
l97O s jsuor l -

Tr ro  n rorc  loca t ions  t re re  t r i cd . . , \1  Wangt r r t t i r
i r t  onc  o f  a  nunrb : r  o f  o rch l rds  on  gr ln i tc  san t ls
l  thc  loo t  o f  thc  Wi r rb t  R i rngcs .  l l  rob ins  wcrc

nc t tc ( i  oo  lO Ju lv  l (169,  c lcsp i tc  r l in  rvh ich  dc layed
thc  c rcc t ion  o f  nc ts .  , \ s  th is  s i te  invo lvcs  a
round t r ip  o f  ncur l )  141)  ln i l cs .  rcgu la r  v is i t s  a rc
n( r l  l r i l c t i c i rh l \ ' .  I  I re  .1 .c , 'nd  Lre l r l ion .  .  , ,p l r .c
pa tch  ( ) f  g rc ) 'box  sap l ings  ar  Tar l r l cug l l ,22  i l l i l es
south-clsl ()l Shcpparton \\ '  s uscd by Flamc
Robins pilrt l) '  irs l \turing cuurp ancl partly as a
r . - t l l l i r r  r r  r \ t i t t i  s i te .  l t  r .  ( ,1 )c l t  F r i r / i l l !  coun l r )
\ \ r t l )  \ ( r \  l i t t l ( .  . l l ( l l u r .  Hr ' re  l t t  r r rh ins  ucr r '
cau ! {h t  in  s ix  r i s i rs  t rc r rvccn  l1  Apr i !  and l4  June
I969.  Most  o l  rhc  b i rds  then le f t  and the  rc -
nraind..r took to thc highcr trccs. ntaking netting
cr r tchcr  t l i l l l cu l r .  l r  i \  I ,os r ib lc  t l t r t  rhe  b i r t l i
l , rund thc  . r rp l inc .  in rd .qur lc  : ,hc l tc r  l s  lhc
\\ 'cathcr bccanrc colder. Othcr pttchcs of saplings
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