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REVIEWS and ABSTRACTS

Birds of the New Zealand Shore, by Bernard Stone-
house. A. H. and A. W. Reed, Wellington, 1968, 8} x
747122 pp. 48 b, & w. photographs. 14 coloured,
38 line drawings. Price $4.95.

T'he novel approsch and the photographs are striking
features of this book. resclting in a product at once
practical and attractive. The birds covered are exactly
as the title says {and no more, cxcept for a few
rarities added for speciul interest), viz. penguins, cor-
moranis, zannets, waders, gulls, skuas, terns, herons and
spoonbills The photographs, as well @s being pleasing,
should enable dentificstion of most species, but in
addition there nre keys (guides) to the penguins, com-
mon  waders,  gulis-skuas-terns, und  herons-spoonbills.
I'hus the avian shore visitors are neatly presented to the
human shore  visitor.

'wo  full-page maps supplement the brief texiual
remarks  on distribution by showing where  off-shore
breeding islands and main coastal features are, and an
introduction excellently outlines both the avian ecology
of New Zealund's shores and the scope of the book,
which is essentiully for the beginner.

It is o relief w find the author clearly stating 1hat
he has left cut over two dozen species of rare migrant
wiaders which are “mainly smuallish brown birds. Rare-
wader spolting s an esoteric craft, best learned from
enthusiasts in the field”™ Many beginners and people
who might otherwise enjoy using a  shore-bird-book
must be put olff when confronted by a clutter of
indistinguishable  wuaders.  less refreshing than this
attitude are some of the line drawings, sutisfactory for
the keys but often unnecessarily repeated in large size
and  lifeless  Juxtaposition to fine photographs  which
alone would illustiate the bird perfectly well. In one
particularly unfortunate example a Little Bluck Shag
mirrors i photograph of a taxidermist’'s mounted speci-
men on the facing page, the latter the only regrettable
slip in an otherwise good series. Textual remarks on
cach species ure helpful and succinet.

. F. DORWARD, Clayton. Vic.

Bird Casualties. at a Leon County, Florida TV
Tower: An Eleven-yvear Study. Herbert L. Stoddart,
Sroand Robert A, Norris, 1967, Bufietin of Tall Timbers
Reseqrch Siution, No. &, pp. 1-104.

In October 1955, 0 673 feel TV tower was activaled
on the (now) Tuall Timbers Research Station, in
northern Florida, USA. This tower was replaced by a
110 feet tower in April 1960, Since 1955 Mr Stoddard
and  ussociates have made daily dawn  visits to the
station to pick up dead and injured birds which struck
the tower during the night. This reporl covers the
29,451 birds handled during the project over the eleven
years. Initially 20 acres near the small tower were
cleared of crops, sown with centipede grass and “Four
vears later the grounds resembled a well-cared-for golf
course, and most of the dead birds could be quickly
and casily located on the inch-long grass”. Later the
area was extended to 34 acres by logging the pine
plantation. and “a crew of labourers cut down and
Jdismembered dozens of unsalable hardwoods too large
for u bulldozer to handle™. The urea is searched by

20

slow, low-gear travel in a Volkswagen with the top
rolled back, or by systematic covering the area by
walk-strips by a team of assistants, The scale of the
operations is indicated by: “but it takes a seven-foot,
tractor-drawn, rotary mower al Jeast two days of
steady mowing weekly 1o maintain the improved area
during the eight-months growing season’™.

In five years the small tower killed approximately
17,000 birds, and of these 15,200 were identified and
recorded. The discrepency in numbers is due to a
major kill in October 1935, one week after the start
of the study and before the grounds had been prepared;
an estimated 4.000-7,000 birds were killed, but only
1,988 birds of 62 species were picked up. Another
major kill in October 1957 resulted in the recovery
of 2,325 fallen birds of 63 species, Small numbers of
birds are killed on most nights; major kills occur only
at the peak of autumnal migration in Qctober, and
are due to “"a rare combination of deep, low clouds
with mist and muark and favouring winds”, On other
occasions vast numbers may pass over so high that few
aor none hit the tower.

Data are tabulated showing the relationship between
bird kills and weather (data for four consecutive daily
periods tn spring, and data for two periods in autumn).
Three charts show the localities of casualties during
different types of migration: with experience these
localities are predictable. depending on the wind direc-
tion and type of migration. Heavy showers during the
early night grounds the usual migrants seen as casualties
(warblers, vireos, thrushes and other passerines) except
the Fringillidae and one lciterid, the Bobolink,

A basic aim of the study is the supply of specimens
to museums and other institutions for scientific study,
and the literature records a number of pupers resulting
from analysis of some of the casualties.

Predation of the dead birds is considered al length.
as neglect of this factor may give a most distorted
idea of the cxtent of casualties at towers. Dogs, cats,
opossums, foxes, skunks, racoons, Great Horned Owls,
Loggerhead Shrikes, Crows, ants and earwigs are all
pussible major predators and are discussed In some
detatl. Small numbers of mangled unwanted birds are
regularly set ot overnight in marked positions to
serve as an indication of loss from flesh-caters, or of
damage by ants or earwigs. The uauthors are quite
sceptical regarding claims of small casualty rates from
olher towers on the buasis of lack of visible bird
remains; “any evidence of previous heavy Kills may
disappear with unbelievable rapidity even on ground
carefully smoothed, sodded, and frequently mowed”. Of
the 29,451 birds handled, only one was banded.

An annotated list {of some 60 puages) records the
29,451 individuals of [70 species handled during the
study, and gives recovery dates or periods for species
yvielding few birds. Data for the more numerous species
are summarized and the seasonal occurrence is illustrated
on histograms,

One can only boggle at the vast amount of fabour
expended on this project, both with regard to site
preparation and to the daily visits 1o the tower site,

JOHN LIDDY. Chermside, Qld.



