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Satin Bol'cr-hirtl

( Pti lonorhynchus rioluceus)

Sexing and Ageing "Green" Birds

This Bird in thc Hand" givcs somc indication
of thc dil l icult ics of scxing and agcing "grccn"

Sat in  Boucr -b i rds .  I t  i s  b lscd  on  the  de ta i led
rtotcs of Mrs Rcta Vcllcnga and hcr husband
and on tlrcir f inding thrt thc mrlc docs not assumc
fu l l  adu l t  p lun lagc  un t i l  i t s  scvcnth  ycr r .

A palc yellorv colour en thc undcrparts is
not r scxurl chuftrcter, but indicatcs that thc
fcathcrs irrc ncrr rrnti Iresh. This yellow is rapidly
los t .

Jt lvENr t.r l

Malc ancl Icmalc sinri lar. Body fcathers soft
and loosc tcxturcd. quickly nroulting into l irst
vcilr plurnlgc.

Underparls: Whitish with dark brown
crcsccrlt\.

!Vings: Dark brown with buff tips to
lcsscr, mcdian and secondary
covcrts.

Scapulars: Dark brown with whitc centre
shafts.

FIRST TO THIRD YEAR RIRDS ANT)
ADULT FI'MALE

Thcse plumagcs arc all sirnil lr, allhough with
cxpcrience. ditTerenccs nray bc distinguishcd.
Tlrcrc lrc no clcar cut chanlctcrs i lnd most
nlcasurenlcnts ovcrlap.

Thc following cll i lracters rrc givcn to distin-
guish thesc birds from fourth ycrr nralcs.

l l i l l :  Dark brown.

lris:

Wings:

Purp l i sh  b luc .

lnncrnrost sccondaries irnd
sccondary coverts with wcll
rnarked to slight whitc tips. A
rving lcngth of 160 ntm or less
iDdicates a fcnril lc. but nlany
fcnrales meitsurc nrorc thiln 160
nrn. Males arc always morc
than 160 mm.

Underparts: Pale yellow with dark crescents'
the yellow being lost xnd bc-
coming d i r ty  wh i tc .

Chin: Pale yellow, rvhen fresh. be-
coming dirty white.

Ear Coverts: Shafts and ccntrcs ycllowish
bulT. becoming whitish rvith
dark outsr cdgos to fcathers.
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. 1du l t  l L ' t r t ab . I"rt t tr t l t  tcur nrulc. ( ) l lL r r tulc. slunti t t lg
hi l l  t  lnttgc und sonl(

tl i lt:

lris:

flnderparts:

( lh in :

l'hrort:

llreast:

of both scxcs irrc
mllc has a notice-
tl lrolt irnd brcast.

I)i lrk bro\\ n.

B lu r  r r i th  purp l i sh  rount l  pup i l .

Yc ' l lou  rv lsh  uhcn f rcsh  bu t
th i r  i s  soon los l  bccon l ing  d i r ty
u  h i t c .

( i recn  * i th  snra l l  nh i t i sh  spots
l rnd  s t rc lKs .

r \ f te r  thc  l i ru r th  yc i r r .  thc  n r r le  i s  s t i l l  i n
' ' g rccn"  p lu rn i rgc .  bu t  thc  b i l l  s t i l r t s  to  assume
thc  p l l c  yc l lo*  co lour  * i lh  a  b luc  g rcy  base
o l  the  adu l t  ma lc .  B luc  or  par t ia l l y  b luc  fea thers
gradually appear in thc plumlgc of both the
body rnd  r .v inss  un t i l  thc  fu l l  su t in  b luc  p lumagc
is  u t ta incc l .

STIMMARY

I l1 the l i rst le\\  ) 'ei lrs birds

s in l i l i r r  bu l  i n  t hc , l t h  ! ca r  t hc

lblc grccn col l l l r  () ir  i ts lowcr
( i rccn  *  i th  \ \  h i t i sh  s t rc rks .

.\ collar of crccn rvith scattercd
r r  h i t i s l r  s l lo ts .

Coverls: Brosnish. sonrctimcs with very
s l igh t  pa lc  s t rcak ing  on  rhc
ccntrc shitfts. l-his trccontcs
mole obvit-tus rvith rvslr.

Ear
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