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Recent Literatlure

ANALYTICAL STUDIES

Gulls from
1967,

Migration of Ring-hilled
Williim B, Southern.
450102111,

Dispersal and
a  Michigan Population.
Jack-Pine Warhicr,

Dispersal Patlerns of Subadult Herring Gulls from
Rogers City, Miehigan. Willium F. Southern. 1968,
Jack-Pine Warbier, 16:2-6,

Recoverios of two species of gulls breeding at Rogery
City, USA were analysed: most recoveries refer o
juvenile birds. Ring-billed CGulls leave the colony by

I August and  scatter over northern Michigan, In
September,  southwards  migration  along the  Atlantic
caoast  begins, and muany juvenile gulls winter  along

the Gulf coast, especially in Florida. Juvenile Herring
Gulls initially move northwards to southern Canada or
to the northern Atlantic coast of USA. Although the
southwards  movement  staits  later than that of the
Ring-bilied Gulls. most juvenile Herring Gulls also
winter on the Gulf ceast of USA and in Central America.

Experiments on the Homing Ability of Purple ¥Martins.
William E. Southern. 1968, Living RBird, 7:71-84,

Displucement releases of 108 marked Purple Martins
(Progre suhiv) from Michigan, USA were carried out
between 1958 and 1962 hy Dr Southern and associates.
Direction of retease had no obvious effect upon homing
suceess, but homing efficiency decreased with increased

distance.  Success rates for groups of adults ranged
from 66.7 to 100 percent, but of 12 juveniles, only
twa, released within sight  of the colony, returned.

Birds with eggs or nestlings returned more frequently
than did birds later in the season. Correlations were
not obtiained between homing success and initial Aight
behaviour upon release, wind bearings or velocity, or

magnetic  disturbance. Homing specds  varied  widely.
to a maximum of 2737 mph for a female released
109 miles from the colony, but the average for 36
individuals released 249 miles from the colony was
7.24 mph. The author concludes that homing experi-
ments are not satisfactory means of determining the

method of orientation used by birds.

TECHNIQUES

Trapping Common Puffin Fledglings. David N. Netile-
ship. 1969, Bird-banding, 40:139-144,

To fledge. young puffins on Great Island, Ferryland,
Newfoundland, walk down the slopes 10 the cliff-edge.
Two fences were constructed across the paths of the
birds. Indentations in the fences funnelled the puffing
o box-traps positioned at the apex of each indentation.

Drag Netting,
3(4):13.

This short paper describes an old poaching technique
which “can be adopted with great success by ringers”.
A 60 feet tethered wader net s used hy two operators.
The top shelf string is kept taut, at about waist height,
by pulling on an added handling cord. An “anti-tangle”

Jim Waller. 1968, Ringers' Bulleiin,

94

cord passes throagh the several net shelt-siring Ioops.
The two operators walk over the area to be worked,
and roosting birds fly as the bottom edpe of the net
brushes the vepetation. Birds flupping in the net are
the only indication of capiure. Best resalts e oblained

on cold, calm. hright moonhght nights, Best catch s
given as 23 Skylarks and 2 Meadow  Pipits caught
i a 30 acre field i Tess than t) hours, Fields lareger
than My weres appear 1o he most suited  for this
technique.

CPhis method has been used recently o Australin
with little suceess and its application in this country

is ruther limited. Better results have been achicved trom
spot-lighting ground roosting species. particularly guail .

MISCELLANEOUS

Band Wear in Siilt Sandpipers — A Warning.
Joseph R, Jehl. 1969, Bird-Banding, 40:47

I'his  bricf note records the failure  of  aluminium
hands on Stilt Sandpipers after only one year. “Although
the bands were not noticeably thinner than new bands.,
nearly all were highly discolored. some were heavilv
pitted, several had holes corroded entirely through the

metal, and one was completely illegible™ Buands on
other wuaders were normal. Stilt Sundpipers tend 1o
avold  salt water, but  frequent  stugnant  pools  and
scem to prefer those in which sewage is discharged.
I is suggested that the high acidity of these pools
accounts for the observed corrosion.

swallow Banding in Banghkek, Thailand. Ben King.

1969, Bird-Banding, 40:95-104.

In the winters of (964.65 and 196566, some 73,276
Barn Swallows (Flirundo rusticay were banded  from
a flock of about FSO000 hirds roosting in the busy
commercial district of Bangkok. Technigues for mount-
ing mist nets 40-70 feet above the street are detailed
and  illustrated. Recoveries tabulated inchude 26 from
Siheria, 47 from North Korea, 7 from South Korea,
and one from Laos. In 1966, 3,721 birds banded during
the previous year were recaptured. and this indicutes
a return of about 48% of these birds, Two recaptured
birds had been reported in Siberia oand  Korea  re-
spectively, between the times of banding and recapture,

Unfortunately these {and indecd all!) recapture dada
are  suspect, as 3% of band numbers recorded  as
recaptures were not  placed on  swallows--surely o

deplorable defect in an otherwise line banding effort,

a Bluebird
1969, Bird-

and  Maintenance of
Kkinler,

The Establishment
Nest-box Project. Tewis F.
Banding, 40:114-129.

In USA, numerous nest-boxes provided for Bluebirds
(Sialia sialisy by individoals, or as part of projects
involving up to 1.500 nest-hoxes. A definite nest-box
is recommended. emphasising adequate floor area and
depth. Considerable detail is given concerning  con-
struction and maintenance of boxes. Nest-box Jocation,
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predator preoting,  predators, competition from  other
spevies,  parasites and banding are discussed.
Notes on the Tropical Nest Fly, | oA Ledger. 1969,

Bodmahioric, 21:2%-30.

Ihe lite history of the African blood-sucking ecto-
pavasite Tropical Nest Fly VPasseromyia hererochaeia)
i~ described and illostrated. The larva in the first instar
adbere e the hoste but third instar larva leave the
host alter cach meal, The larva of  its  Australian
rebutive, the Austradian Bird Screw-worm Fly (£, fongi-
corsivy deselop ander the skin of  the  unfortunate
nestlines, ad o regoest wias published in vol, 4, p. 61
of this Jowrmad for dati or specimens of this fly.

Banding in the Finnish Gulf. Fimo Taligren. 1968
FRED News 31508,

Co-operative  Banding  in Firland, Timo Tallgren,
T96Y, BB News, 32:25.20,

The st of these papers briefly  summarizes the
writer's  hunding  activities  between (961 and 1967,
Mest bunding was of  culls nesting in the  Finnish

Gull 114745 of o total of 190200, The second paper

mertions  some of  the wdvantages  of  co-operative
hamding, These include

®  pooling of equipment for more effective  use.
@ longer banding periods by rostering the  team

members,
® oo disturbanee of a breeding colony by a united
ctlort, rather than by o soceession of  individual
Pander~. and
®  ore oritival
questions af
AN interesting  example
printing  of u somadlb pamphlel
for banding and some  datac on loon migration. The
pamiphlels. toeerher with sacks, were  distributed o
trowlermen  who  often cach migrating loons, As o
result 42 Toons of wo species were banded.

determination  of

X, et

Lhe
age,

approach  to
tdentification,
teunt initiative was  the
ouwtlining the reasons

ot

Ustockamesel™.
Ity

Fhe terme “Stochamsel™ (ol obseure German origin
i~ sed o deseribe o ovarielry of male Blackbird whose
first winter plumage resembles an adult femaule. There
v osome variation within the form: “In peneral the
underparts end o be distinetly mottied, but the nature
ol the moettling ditfers from that of the female: in the
Stockamesel the black  feuthers are edged brown or
occasionaliy silver, whereas in the female the mottling
effect ix due o dark brown tips to light brown feathers.

lco Batten. 1968, Ringers” Bulleting,

Ihe upper parts of the Stockamsel lend to have a
brownish sheen, espectally on the tail and mantle.
bt sl with o bhlack background.,  More  extreme
evamples show o white throut in addition to  the
other characters, O those without white throats. there

v o eradutren from strongly mottled o nearly normal
birds. 1t wounld be best to record the white-throated
form und the non white-throuted form separately.”
Ustovhamsel characteristivs first become  detectable
un the acguisition of first-veur plumage, but are almost
alwans Hostin the second-year moult, However. recently
several odult mude Blackbirds have been caught  still

Dcc'c'_r_i__lher, 1969

showing remnants
satisfactory
be found.”

of the Stockiamsel plumage and a
explanation for this plumage has yet to

The above notes prelude @ request for data relating
1o the occurrence of the form in Engiand. Plumage
changes of birds introduced into Australia may vary
from the original Furopean stock, and it is not known if
the  Stockamsel variation does oceur in Australia.
Banders who  handle  blackbirds  should bhe alert to
this  possibility.

NEW MEMBERS

Full Members:
WISEMAN, [ M. 78 Spring Gully Road, Bendigo,
Vic.
Associate Members:

FLIIOT, H., Flat 3, 8 Wood Street, Manly, N.S.W.

LINDENBERG. H. L. 9 Murray Street.
Qld,

MACAULAY. R..

SEFTON, G. L.,
longong., N.SW.

SWAINSON. G. W,

Pittsworth,
V.S F.. Creswick, Vic.

47 Armstrong Streel. West Wol-
2 Ramsay Street, Bayswuter, Vic.

Junior Members:
WISFMAN. R.. 78 Spring Gully Road. Bendigo. Vic.

Obituary

It was with considerable sudness that we learned
of the d:ath of one of our most recent members.
Larry Wheeter, a US serviceman, joined the
Association in July while on leave from Vietnam.
During that leave he met and went out with a
number of banders in Sydney and Canberra.
He was killed in action less than two weeks
after his return to Vietnam.

Larry had been a biology student and a ringer
in USA before his call-up for army service and
way keenly interested in ornithology. His friendli-
ness, sincerity, enthusiasm and cheerfulness en-
deared him to those he met here, each of whom
will by very grieved at the loss of a newly
acquired fricad.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to his family
and loved ones in Oregon, USA.



