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( f  ami ly  Phas ian ic lae  and fami ly

idcntif ication of the fenrales of the

\\as dcult \, ' i th in vol. -5, no.

dc ta i l s  a re  g ivcn  fo r  age ing  and

no.  3 (Septenrber  1967) .  was the

differences between the two grouPs

Turnicidae) were set out. The

Austra l ian 'True Quai l '  (Phasianidae)

4 (Dccember 1967) .  In  th is  rssue,

sexing Stubble Quai l .

Dacatnber, 1969

Stubble Quail (Coturnir pectoralis)

Ageing

In other countrics, considcrrble work has been
tionc on agcing garlc birds. particularly quail.' I  

h is  has  rcvc l l cd  tha t  qua i l  (and somc o ther
ganrc birds) tkr not nroult thc outcr two or thrcc
pr in rar ics  in  the  l i r s t  ycur  un t i l  a f te r  b reed ing
and thcsc clrn thcrcforc bl used as a character
to dc['rn]inc tirst ycar bircls. Howcvcr, thc posi-
tion is nruch nrorc conrplex in Australi l  where
quail rnay brccd lt ' tcr gtxrd rain, cvcn as very
young birds. It is not known to what dcgrec
tlrc stinrulus into brccding may rctard or ad-
v rnce  thc  meu l t  in to  ldu l t  p lumagc.

SLu l l  , xs i t ie r r t i , ' r r  i r  uscd  to  r rge  rn i rn l  spec ics
hut  \ \ i th  qud i l  i t  i s  a lso  no t  known how long
ossification takcs. Thcrc is cvidcncc to suggcst
that ossifici lt ion in Stubble Quail nears complc-
t ion .  cxccpt  fo r  very  s rn l l l  "w indows" ,  in  l2
nr()nths or lcss. 

' lhc 
cffcct of carly brccding

\ t in ru lus  n r lv  causc  qua i l  to  dcvc lop  morc  adu l t
l!- i l thcr and thc combinccl strain nrav dclav ossi-
l rc i l l ton .

Wing charactcrs are diagnostic of l irst ycar
birds as the juvcnile prinrary covcrts are not
renewed until thc first full moult in thc bird's
sccono ycar.

A combination of charactcrs is thereforc
ncccssilry for correct ageing.

Sexing
Sex diffcrcnces are i l lustrated in N. W. Cayley's

What Bird Is Th( ?, platc xxxvii. The palc rufous
colour on the throat of thc male is diagnostic
and, at lcast, is partly discernible at a very
early age. Alnrost certainly this would bc evi-
dent by the time the birds are largc cnough
to bc banded.

Summary
'lhc 

wing characters are the best indications
of agc. Thc body moult cirn bc either advanccd
or retarded, and a bird may havc full adult
wings and coverts, whilc thc breast feathcrs arc
sli l l  immaturc and worn.
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I  lu '  . l r r t t ru l iun  I l i ' d  l lau l ( t

Nt_{ t-E
J t rvcn i le .  l -c \ \  th i ln  - l  rnonths  o l t l .

l |1s15t; \\ 'hit ish bull iclthcrs of loosc lcxturc
\\ith 2 or I hr()\ l \ l :ot\ on clicir siclt- of thc
sh l i t .

Wing :  Pr in rar ics  nos .  l -7  u  i th  bu lT  cdgcs  lnd
t ips .  thc  inncrn)os1 1no.  I  c tc .  )  n tou l t  imnrc( l i ,
lu te l ]  iD t ( )  f i r s t  \  cur  l cu lhcrs .  nos .  5  7  po in tcd .
no \ .  f i -  l0  s r i l l  en ter { ins .

Pr i l l t i l r \  Co\c r1s  c la rk  b ro*n .  t i1 - r1 tcd
rrncl cclgcil hLrlI. t ip rounclccl. \hirit \\hite forrr)itrg
\ \c l l  rD l r rkc ( i  Nh i tc  l iDc :  ou tc r  t \o  l css  bu t i  i l t r i
r to rc  l i kc  uc lu  l t .
Imnra t t r rc .  I  I r i .  I lun tagc  is  usua l l r  rc 'ac l rec l
l \ \  I  l , , | l t l l \ .

I l r eas t :  No  l u l l  b l i r ck  i e i t t hc r s  on  b rc l \ 1 .  l hc
I c i r l hc r s  : r r c  ha l l  b l i r ck  and  ha l l  \ \ h i t e .  (A ( l u l t
b raus l  p l un r i r ge  i s  son rc t i n r cs  ussun rcd  d i r cc t  f r on l
t hc  j uvcn i l c  p l un l l r ! : . '  ) .

lV i ng :  P r i n ra r i cs  nos .  l - 6  nc r r .  no  bu l l  edgcs
irrd cn(js blunt. squurish i ln( l  l l rLlch broi l( l !-r  thi tn
l uven i l c  p r i n ra r i cs .  \ o .  7  i s  o f t cn  s t i l l  j u vcn i l c .
brtt  r t tav l- t i '  rcncrrecl rr i th thc othcrs. Juvcni lc
nos. 8- I  0 lrrc ful lr  entcrgccl antl  uracl ing 1o
po in t cd  t i | s :  t hc \ c  u r c  no t  0 l oL l l t cd  du r i ng  t hc
l l t s l  \ c i t L

I ) . (L ' t t t l ) ( r ,  !969

Pr i rn l r r , r  ( ' r rvc r ls  r r l c  s t i l l  j u rcn i l c  * i lh
thc  t ips  bu l l  and s l igh t l r  po in tc t l .

I I  conc l i t ions  i r rc  su i t i lb lc .  b i r r l s  rn l r l  t r rcc t l  i r t
th is  p lu I l )u r ]c  u t .1  n lon l l l s  o r  l r1c r .  In  add i l io t t .
bgli)rc thc nrain brcc,,l ing sclrson. the hircls nrly
do  a  lu r ther  p i r r l i i r l  o loLr l t  in to  adu l l  l ypc  b tc rs (
l - i iL thcrs :  no .  7  iu rcn i l c  p r in r i r r r .  i l  \ t i l l  unnrou l led .
rv i l l  b :  rcncr re t i .  A l l  p r in r l t r !  c ( ) \c r t \  l l t c  s l i l l
l L l  \  c l )  i l e .

Adrrll
lB rcas t :  . \  \ \e l l  n r i l r le ( l  l ) l : rck  l ) r l l ch  in  lhc

cJnt rc  ( ) l  1he  brcas l  $ i th  lu l l  b l r rck  l c l r l l l c rs  i in ( l
l i r l l  b lack  \1 r ( rks  on  lhc  s ic l : :  o f  lhe  br l l \  (  lh i \
stlrpJ ori l\ h: rrssunrccl bcli)rc th. nrlrntrl brecding
s ! l r \ ( )n  i r l ( i  poss ib l r  cv tn  r l i r -cc t l , ,  I ro r r t  the
]u \  J t r i le  p lun l l r ! r ,  ) .

Wing:  A  b i rc l  r r to r r l t ing  in lo  s rc { )nd  " -c l r r
p lu ruagc  u i l l  havc  I ' r ' i rna l i cs  nos .  I  7  \ in ) i l i r r  k '
i r ) l l r l l tu re :  n ( )s .  l l - l { )  Inorc  cu t  o l i  i r ld  rount lcd
r rn t l  no t  g I  du ; r l l v  l i rpc r ing  1o  l r  |0 in t .  I lo \ \c !e r .
w i th  u 'e l r r .  ho th  Npes o l  l c l lhers  c l ln  l (x ) l i  l c r \
s  i r n  i l u  r .

Pr in rar \ '  (  o le r ls  r l l r rk  g te r  (  l l r t c r
b , ' conr ing  bror rn )  n i lh  c l r r rk  s l l r l t s .  lhc  t ips  l l re
squarc  u i th  no  bu lT  or  vc r r  s l i lh t  bu l l  in  thc  l i ) rn l
0 f  i r  V  in  thc  t ip .
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. IJPPER CEN'I'RAI, IIRI.]AS'I'
I.-EA'I'HERS

Jureni lc :  ab()vc lc l l .

lmDlaturc Male: i l l)()\ 'c ccnlfc.

Adu l t  Ma le :  abovc  r iq l t t .

Immature l emale: lclt.

Adu l t  Fenra le :  r ig l t t .



l l t L  I  t r t  t r t l t t t t  l J t t t l  I l u r x l r ' r DctL,rt t l tL'r ,  1969

. \t t){(;s
. l  u r  c n i l e  ( r b ( ) \ e  l c l l ) l

l r l r c r r l r  n ror r l l c r l  i l n ( i  ne \
c  n tc r l t lnL :  no \ .  + - /  lL l \ c r l r l c i
I r r t l  s t i l l  c l rc rg ing .

I t r rn r i t t t r re  (xho\c  r ig l t t )  :

t . t . t l I \ t . E
. lu ren i l r .  l . t ss  th r rn  J  n to r t ths  o ld .

I l reas l  and \ \ i t rg :  S i r r i la r  to  n ta lc .
| ||rtn:rture

l l reas t :  I ) r r rk  h r r r r rn  l incs  ( )n  thc  l c i r lhc rs  usu-
l r l l \  n t ( ) rc  l r \  \ l r c i l k \ .  l rnd  \ \ . l l  \ cp l r l r t cd  b \  $ l l i t c
r r r c r  l r ( ) n r  l hc  ccn l r r l  r h r r l t l  b ro r rn  n ra rk i ngs
\on rc l i  r c \  l r r c  i n  t hc  l i r l n r  o l  r ound  s1 - ro t s .

\ \  i r r g :  S in l i l i r f  1 ( )  n l r l c .
Adul t

l l r c ls l :  Br r r r rn  I ] l i r rk \  ( )n  thc  l c r thcr \  o l  thc
ccn l rc  ( r l  t l l c  h r ! l s1  l r ) rn l  c rcsccnt \ .  i i h ich  1ouch.
( ) f  nc l r r l \  l ( ) ! rch .  th .  c .n l rc  \h i i f t .  so  t l r r t  thc  c i l cc t
i \  n r (J rc  l ( ) \ \  i r f ( j \  f t c \can t \  nd  \ | ( )1 \  th l rn  s t rc l i ks .

\ l  ing :  S i r r i l r r r  lo  n r i r l c .
lh is  s t i r r . : c  l t r \  b - '  i l \ sunrcd  b . l l i r re  lhc  norn t i t l

h rccd in r :  scuson r in ( l  \ { )n l r l in res  d i rcc t  f r r tn r  juve t r -
i l c  1 r lnn11g. '  On thc  o lhcr  h i tnc l .  i1  n l tv  bc
d . ' lu rcd  u l t l  n ( ) t  l i rLe  p l i rcc  un t i l  i l f t c t  the  u ing
hr r r  conrP lc lc t l  th f  n r ( )L l l t  in l ( )  lu l l  i r ( lu l l  P l inur r ies
l I t ( i  l )nn ] l r r \  c ( ) \  c f l \ .

ne \ \ ' ;  no .  7  iuvcr t i l c :  n r rs .  l l -10  juvcn i l c .
lmmature  (b r lou  lc t t I :  Pr in ta r ics  nos .  I -7

nc \ \ ' l  n0 \ .  8 - l0  juvcn i l c .

Adr r l t  (be lo rv  r igh t ) :  Pr in lu r ics  l l l l  rencwcd.

O PRIMARY
C0VDRTS

Juven i le :  abovc  le l l .

Adult: above right rnd
nght .

Pr i r t l r t  i : s  nos .  I  - - l
i0 ) r r l tu  rc  l cu lhcrs
nos .  3 -  l0  iu ' , c r t i l c

Pr in ta r i , : s  rx r : .  I  6
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