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During the 1968 breeding season, the Maws()n Institutc Iot
Antarctic Research, University of Adelaide, banded over 13.000 Silvcr
Gull (Larrrs novaehollqndiae') chicks at l5 colonies in South Australia.
More than half were in colonies on the south-eastern coast. the rcst
in the Adelaide area. One hundred and fifty brceding adults werc
banded in two south-eastern colonies: these have individual three-colotlr
bands, while the chicks have a colour band indicating their birthplacc.
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Strrtl'rSilvcr

Our own obscrvations at BeachDort. S.A. show
that  the  au tumn and ear ly  w in te i  popu la t ion  a t
this locality numbers about one-tenth of the
local breeding population. We have seen about
a 6fth of the adults which were banded at the
nearest colony, Penguin Island (at Beachport).
but only onc of thc adults which was banded
20 milcs aw:ry. Most of the banded young
(first-ycar birds) sccn there were born locally,
fcw young birds from the Adelaide area (nearly
200 miles NW) have been seen at Bcachport, and
thcse only in sunrmer.

We have also rcceivcd rccords. throush the
Aust ra l iun  B i rd -brnd ing  Schemc.  o t  l i ve  s igh t ings
of 124 young and 7 adults. It appears that the
Ad:laide-bred gulls rarely go flr from home.
only two having bcen s:cn in Victoria. But
many gulls from south-eastcrn South Australi i l
movc east during the summer as far as Sydney
(N.S.W.) ,  Canbcr ra  (A .C.T . )  and Devonpor t
(Tas .  t .  Somc s top  in  western  \  i c to r ia .  lnd  man l
in  Por t  Ph i l l i p  and Westernpor t  Bay  (V ic . ) .  In
Victoria 2lt young and 3 adults havc bcen sccn
more than once: thc adults and some of the
young seem to be resident in particular placcs,
c.g. two adults at Port Fairy, one adult ar
Rosebud (Port Phil l ip), and young at Sorrento,
Brighton and Cowes, but othcr young may be
mobile in thc Port Phil l ip arca.

During May and June we have been catching
gulls from beach flocks at Beachport and Grey
(10 miles apart). Five hundred and twenty five
birds have been given numbcrcd and coloured
bands: white/green on the right leg for adults
and vellow/green on the left leg for immatures.

Two hundrcd  and twcntv -c igh1 o f  thcnr .  and 32
birds handed in l96ll. rrlso havc r vcllot plastic
tag  l i  inches  squ i r rc  on  c i rch  t ' i ng .  hc ld  ( l i kc
ir commcrcial chicken tlg) hy l pin through tltc
wing mcmbranc. irnd b;rrring t\\1) bllck lcttcrs.
All havc vellow dye untlcr both rrings.

Most of thesc birds l ' t irvc rcnrairrecl locll ly. but
a fcw havc movccl awav:- to Robc irn(l Adclaidc.
S.A., and k) Portlund. Wurrnurnbool. Cicckrng.
Br igh ton  and Mi ldura .  \ / i c .  Pcrhups  t l rc  l l t t c r
werc on thc tl love fro r $intcr quilrtcr\ t() a
breeding colon),.

Ear ly  in  thc  I969 brccd ing  sc lson $c  in tcn( i  t ( )
nark with ryhite tags and pink dyc, ir nuntbcr
o f  adu l ts  b reed ing  on  Pcngu in  Is lanc l ,  and to
band ch icks  in  thc  loca l  co lon ics .  Dur i r rg  l9 ( r9
and 1970,  we sha l l  look  fo r  nurkcc l  b i rc ls  in
S.A.  f rom Adc la idc  l long  thc  \ou th-c ls t  coas t .
ln fo rmat ion  on  thosc  sccn  lu r thcr  ahc ld  rv i l l
bc apprcciatcd.

Thc  qucs t ions  to  b r  r t t rsucrcc i  inc ludc :
a Do gulls spcnding thc non-brceciing scason

at Beachport brccd neurbl or i i t a (i istancci
. How widely do brceding birds fronr Pcnguin

lsland dispcrsc?
a Do adults spenri succcssivc non brccding

seasons in the sanre placc')
o Do sccortd-year birds go 10 thc sirrlc placc

as they did in thcir hrst vcar'.)

Obviously, we cannot hopc to covcr rttorc
than a  l i imted  area  oursc lves .  ln  r i cu  o f  thc
interest shown bv bird uatchcrs rrrrrl thc public
in  1968-69.  wc  arc  c i rcu lu t ing  th is  in fo r l r ra t ion
so tha t  obscrvcrs  w i l l  knou th i r t  thc i r  in fo rnr i l t ion .
cspccially repeatcd obscrvil l ions oI thc tug-lcttcrs
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