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During the 1968 breeding

season,

the Mawson [Institute  for

Antarctic Research, University of Adelaide, banded over 13.000 Silver

Gull
More than half were
in  the Adelaide area.

(Larus novachollandiae) chicks at
in colonies on the south-eastern coast,
One hundred and fifty breeding
banded 1n two south-castern colonies;

in South Australia.
the rest
adults  were
three-colour

15 colonies

these have individual

bands, while the chicks have a colour band indicating their birthplace.

Our own observations at Beachport, S.A. show
that the autumn and early winter population at
this locality numbers about one-tenth of the
local breeding population. We have seen about
a fifth of the adults which were banded at the
nearest colony, Penguin Island (at Beachport),
but only one of the adults which was banded
20 miles away. Most of the banded young
(first-ycar birds) seen there were born locally;
few young birds from the Adelaide area (unearly
200 miles NW) have bzen seen at Beachport, and
these only in summer.

We have also received records, through the
Australian Bird-banding Scheme, of live sightings
of 124 young and 7 adults. It appears that the
Adczlaide-bred gulls rarely go far from home,
only two having been szen in Victoria. But
many gulls from south-ecastern South Australia
move east during the summer as far as Sydney
(N.S.W.), Canberra (A.C.T.) and Devonport
(Tas.). Some stop in western Victoria, and many
in Port Phillip and Westernport Bay (Vic.). In
Victoria 28 young and 3 adults have bcen scen
more than once: the adults and some of the
young seem to¢ be resident in particular places,
c.g. two adults at Port Fairy, one adult at
Rosebud (Port Phillip), and young at Sorrento,
Brighton and Cowes, but other young may be
mobile in the Port Phillip area.

During May and June we have been catching
gulls from beach flocks at Beachport and Grey
(10 miles apart). Five hundred and twenty five
birds have been given numbered and coloured
bands: white/green on the right leg for aduls
and yellow/green on the left leg for immatures.
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Two hundred and twenty-cight of them, and 32
birds banded in 1968, also have a yveltow plastic
tag 14 inches square on cach wing, held (like
a commercial chicken tag) by a pin through the
wing mecmbrane, and bearing two black letters.
All have vellow dye under both wings.

Most of these birds have remained locally. but
a few have moved away:- to Robe and Adclaide,
S.A., and to Portland, Warrnambool. Geelong,
Brighton and Mildura, Vic. Perhaps the latter
were on the move from winter quarters o a
breeding colony,

Early in the 1969 breeding scason we intend (o
mark with white tags and pink dye, o number
of adults breeding on Penguin Island, and to
band chicks in the local colonies. During 1969
and 1970, we shall look for muarked birds in
S.A. from Adelaide along the south-cast coast.
Information on those scen further aficld will
be appreciated.

The questions to be answered include:
® Po gulls spending the non-breeding scason

at Beachport breed nearby or at a distance?
® How widely do breeding birds from Penguin
Island disperse?
® Do  adults spend successive
seasons In the same place?
® Do sccond-year birds go to the same place
as they did in their first year?

non-breeding

Obviously, we cannot hope 1o cover morc
than a liimted area ourselves. In view of the
interest shown by bird watchers und the public
m 1968-69, we are circulating this information
so that observers will know that their information,
especially repeated observations of the tag-letters



