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I'he third paper considers the distribution of winter
flocks uf the corrawong in eastern N.SW. and castern
Victoria, and is based on @ questionnaire sent to 800
wchools, of which 603 replied. Flock-size distribution
is mapped. Road traverses were made uround Albury
in July 1964 1o check the Hock sizes inan area
covered by 33 schools which replied to the guestionmaire.
A correlation between the two estimating methods was
made. The total currawong population in the area
covered is estimated uat appreximately 1,000,000 birds.
Movements of banded currawongs to 1966 are mapped.
Recovery data show that the hirds return to mountain

[orests o spring, over distanees of up o 200 miles.
wsually inoa generai southerly direction,

Effeet of Laving Date on Chick Produciion  in
Ovstercatchers and Herring Gulils. M. P, Harreis, 1969,
British Bivds, 62:70-75,

On Skokholm Island, Pembrokeshire, early nesting
Ovstercalchers  (Haematopus  octrategus)  fledge 1.7
voung per pair. while lale nesters fledge only 2
veung per pair. Clutch sive. hatching and  fledging
success all decreuse during the breeding season, but

mortality  after fledging s not influenced by the date
of fledeing. On Skomer Island, the clutch size of the
Herring  Gulls  {laries areentarus)  remained  constant
throughout the season, but hatching and fledging success
inereased  throughout the scason. so that late nesting
pairs produced about three times as many fedglings as
did carly nesters.

What Do Keas Die OF? ) R, Lackson., 1969, Novornis,

16 3344,
Man (principally by shooting and trapping) is the
main  predator  of  keas. but starvation  during  the

winter months s the most important cause of death.
Annual moertality rate s 368 (E 66)% . The oldest

kea known isoat least 15 vears old. Weights, illness
and  disease. parasites. injury and  predators are  dis-
cussed.
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TECIINIQUES

Migration Trapping of Hawks
William 8. Clark, 1968, ERAA

Migration Trapping of Hawks
Second Year, Williim 80 Clark,
32:09-77.

Migration of several species of hawks is a feature
of the North American autumn. The first paper sum-
marizes activities in 1967, using a  bow-trap with
mist-net back-up, and by intermitient use of Bal-chatri
traps. The bow-trap and net caught 23 birds of &
species. and  the  Bal-chatrn 109 bhirds of 4 species.
During 1968 banding activities with 1he bow-trap were
intentificd. Hawks were lured 1o the trapping arca by
a pigeon. harnessed in a leather jacket: smaller hawks
are then  attracted 1o two  smaller bow-traps, using
jicketed spurrows as lures. Stooping hawks are caught
by setting off the bow-trap. or were caught in the
back-up mist net (two high) pluced behind the bow-trup.
A lotal of 176 hawks of 7 species was cuught on
22 days by the bow-trap and mist net combination. In
addition 72 kestrels were trapped with Bal-chatri traps
during periods without hawk flights: this total includes
22 caught from a group of about 50 in orly 1} hours
one evening.

at Cape May, N
News, 31:0012-114.

al Cape May, N.I
1969, ERBBA News,

MISCELLANEOUS

Longevity Record for a Breeding Greatl Frigalebird,
Roger B, Clapp and C. Douglas Hackman, 1969, Bird-
Banding, 40:47,

A femule Great Frigate-bird banded as an adult on

Jarvis Island, Line Islands, Central Pacific. in August
1939 wis recaptured on the nest on 15 June 1968,
As the species takes at leust five years 1o reach

maturity, this bird must be nearly 34 years oid at least,
and as such is one of the oldest birds to he recaptured
in the wild.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sir,
Crested Terns Breeding in Tasmania
Alternative  Explanations

David Thomas (Awst. Bird Bander 7:44) has
disagreed with o hypothesis (Liddy. Aust. Bird
Bander 6:78-80) postulating that two populations
of Crested Terns bred together at Cape Portland
in 1962-63.

Thomuas™ argument is based on the premise that
the additional terns breeding in 1962-63 at Cape
Portland came from increased survival rates of
immature birds from the local population, rather
than from un mnflux of breeding birds.

Muax Waterman's data (Recovery Round-up,
Aust. Bird Bander 6:38-39) have shown that
Crested Terns can breed at the age of one year.
[t is thus tolerably certain that all Crested Terns
would breed at twice this age, viz. at two years.
When considering the Cape Portland  breeding

pepulation in [962-63, data for the previous two

70

years arc particularly relevant, and fortunately
these data have been recorded (Liddy, Awsr.
Bird Bander 2:59). The breeding population at
Cape Portland produced some 250-300 chicks
in 1960-61. For 1961-62 the breeding population
is known fairly precisely, as the nestlings and
cpes (79 nestlings, about 80 cggs) were counted
on 2 December 1961 these probably came from
about 180 breeding pairs, and this was rounded
off to “ubout 200 pairs™ (Liddy. Aust. Bird
Bander 6:79),

The highest possible calculated breeding popu-
lation of Jocal birds at Cape Portland for 1962-63
is obtained by assuming
® the [961-62 population was 200 pairs,

® qnil mortality of young during the two years

before 1962-63.
® il mortality of adults in the year before
1962-63,

® all chicks from 1960-61 did not breed in
1961-62, but all did breed In 1962-63,

® il chicks from 1961-62 bred in 1962-63,



The .~I£f.\!.";.~1’it1ﬂ H."f‘r/ Bander

Then the maximum possible breeding popula-
tion of locad birds in 1962-63 is (200 + 300/2
+ 13172 415 pairs.

The Crested Tern lays only one egg. We banded

[134 terns (mostly as large chicks)

at Cape

Portland in 1962-63, and these must have been

S""’“””""”'f,_,,",9(’,9

Thomas' cxplunation would provide an absolute

maximum of only 415 pairs, and not the 1400
puirs actually breeding.
These data substantiate the original hypothesis,

1. LIDDY., 5 Ben Street,

produced by ubout [400 breeding pairs. But Chermside, Queensland.
L L
Pied Currawong Recoveries
Dr 1. L. Readshaw banded 529 Pied Currawongs (Streperd graculing)
at Albury, New South Wales, in connection with his work on  phasmatid
outbreaks in the cucalypt forest of Euastern Australia (sec Recent Literature,
n. 69). The tabulation below summarizes banding and recovery data from u
series ol recovery reports forwarded by Dr Reudshaw. All the Currawongs
were banded at Albury during winter in 1964, 1965 and 1966,
Distance
Band  Buanding Data Recovery Data and
Number  Age  Date Date Location Dircction Comment
(miles)
090-
(4142 A 19.7.66 clQ. 9.67 Mitta Mitta, Vic. 42 SE Cuaught in rabbit trap
04189 A 9.8.66 19. 7.67 Near Tawonga, Vie 40 SS8E Found dead
04190 A 11.8.66 5. 9.66 Charleroi, Vic, 20 SE Band returned
67110 A 2.7.64 cl. 5.65 Maflra, Vic. 13005 Band returned
67122 A 8.7.64 5. 5.66%  Jinderra, N.S.W, [ON Shot
67157 [ 15.7.64 10.12.64* Crooked River, Dargo. V. 96 SSE Bund returned
678105 A 29.7.64 17. 5.68 Albury, N.S.W, — — Found dead
67201 1 31.7.64 1. 8.65 Bright, Vic. 455 Caught in rabbit {rap
67257 A 9.8.64 6. 5.68 Beechworth, Vic, 23 85W  Found dead
67273 A 11.8.64 20, 8.67 King River, Vic. 33 SW Caught in rabbit trap
67297 AN 26.8.64 24.10.66* Jinderra, N.S.W. ON Band returned
68706 A 28.8.64 2. 1.65 Owens River, Bright, Vie. 45 S Found dead
63721 l 3.9.64 9. 8.65 Becchworth, Vic. 23 SW Shot
68722 A 3.9.04 2. 7.68 Near Mitta Mitta, Vie. 48 SE Found deud
6HR745 — [ 1.8.65 14, 7.68 Wangaratty, Vic. 38 WESW Found dead
08764 —  27.8.65 14. 9.606 Bonang, Vic. {28 SE Found deud
68777 —  30.8.65 2.12.67 Porepunkah, Vic. 44 8 Found dead
GRTRI A 3.9.65 12, 4.67 Near Wagga, N.SW. 70 NNE  Buand found on bone
under Whistling
Eagle’s nest
74021 — 3l.5.66 Y. 4.68 Tullangatta East, Vic, 21 ESE Band returncd
74033 — 2.6.66 e26. 8.66 Myrtleford, Vic, 3555W  Found dead
74054 — R.6.66 2.10.66 Tawongu, Vic. 45 SSE Shot
74089 I 23.6.66 26. 9.66 Albury, N.SW. —_— Found dead

* Date of finder's lTetter or date of receipt of letter if recovery date was not given,
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