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Band Condition on a Retrapped Kestrel

[rom  January 1967 1w Junc

(968, thirty  Nankeen  Kestrels

tFaleo conchroides) were banded on the eastern hall ol Byre Peminsula.

between  Hawker und  Crystal Brook,

A bul-chatri trup was used with o mouse as
bait, and during the eighteen months, the routes
were transversed on numerous oecasions. Efforts
were made to cateh any hawk sighted, hoping
particularly Tor retrups, but only one resulied.
Considering the fow bunded and the widespread
distribution of the species in the study area. a
high retrap rate was not expected. However the
crreumstanees coneerning  the single retrap may
mdicate o possible reasen for the scarcity.

®  Nunkeen Kestrel showing purtly opened hand

three dias alter handing,

South  Australia.

An adult kestrel, trapped near Eibow  Hill,
about ten miles south of Cowell on the Lincoln
Highway, was banded on 7 June 1968 with the
usuzl size cight aluminium band. Three days Tater
it was retrapped about o mile from the banding
place. An examination ol the band revealed faint
indentations along the edges. The butt ends. which
had been firmly closed when the bird was pre-
viousty  released. were about three millimetres
apart. (See ilfustration ).

It would appear that this bird had used its
heak or tallons, or perhaps both, in an attempt to
remove  the band. Further cfforts may have
proved  suceessful.

The Twelfth A Report of the Australiun
Bird-banding Sclicme (D. Purchase. 1969) gives
17 Kestrel recoveries from 403 bunded  (about
4%y compared with 29 Brown Faleon (F.
hericora) recoveries from 138 banded  (about
1874 ). Greater attenuon has been given to the
latter: for cxample, in Pasmania R. H. Green
has retrapped 12 Brown Paleons a wtal of 26
times. However, if further evidencee ix obtained
al band opening by kestrelse the use of the more
resilient monel bands may be an advantage.
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