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Measurementse Weights and Notes on

Pied Currawongs

J. S. ROBERTSON

ln winter 1968, there were Pied Currawongs (Strepera gratulina)
about the Wellington Point area (Queensland) from mid April to
early July. They have appeared here in five of the last seven winters,
but not at other seasons. This was the longest of their visits but some
oi these have been of vcry short duratioin. This year as many as
70 Currawongs were counted as they straggled past about sunrise,
flying north on their daily visit to feed on the large fruit on the
Moreton Bay Figtrees (Ficus matrophyl/a) which grow in the small
park at the tip of Wellington Point.

Latcr in thc day thc birds cxplorcd all fccding
possibil i t ies in thc area. The Currawongs found
thc local strawberry crop vcry muclr to their l iking
lnd conscqr.rcntly many of these birds wcrc shot
by thc farmcrs. Our preperty. too, was thor-
oughly gonc orcr by partics of Currawongs. Dur-
ing thcse risits thcy made much use of our bird
bath to assist them to dispose of indigestible or un-
wantcd matter thcy had swallowed. At t imes, up
to fivc Currawongs would stand on thc three-feet
diamctcr bird bath and take manv sips of water.
Prcscntl). r)nc (,r : inolhcr hird would holtl i ts hcatl
high and manipulatc its neck unti l a pcllct, half
the sizc of my lingcr. would be rcgurgitatcd and
dcpositcd either in thc wat€r or ncarby; these
consistccl mainll, of sccds and the harder pans o[
sccd oods. Thc Currawoncs soon noticcd the local
honcycatcr l lock drinking nearby in my fcedcr
t raD (scc  Robcr tson,  1964 and 1966)  and in -
rcs t iga tc t l  i t .  t r r , r .  fhc  .ugur  und ua tc r  mi l lu rc
sccmcd kr appcal to thcn and soon thcy crowded
in to drink thcrc. Thc trap chambcr is only Il3
inchcs long by 15 inchcs widc by 12 inches high
with drxrr opcnings of l0 by 15 inches at cach
cnd. Somctimcs thrce Currawongs would try to
crowd in at oncc. Often some cunning rascal
would stand on the door sil l  and rcach its head in
to the fccding tray, or evcn stand astride with one
foot in and onc foot out of the traD. Such tactics
prc rcn tcd  thc  d rop  doors  c los ing  lu l l l  on  them
whcn thc rclcasc string was pulled so that they
could wriggle out under thc door. When thc trap
was being desiSncd there was no thought of using

it for such largc birds. Nelcrthelcss l6 of the
Currawongs wcre caught in this honeyeatcr fccder
trap and banded. It was a surpnsc on onc occas-
ion to catch two of thcm simultancously; this
cvcnt rcally tcstcd the holding capacity of the
krckine bars on the doors.

ThJ handholc in thlr trap is at the top of
a sidc wall so that thc init ial hand grip on thc
Currawongs was across the back. The hand was
shcathed in a ninc by ninc inches stout cloth bag
which provided loose edges for thc bird to attack.
No banded birds were secn to rc-visit our garden.

Thc actual banding of thc birds was rclativcly
sinrple as for this only one leg needs to bc ex-
tractcd frem the stout holding bag. Thcir bil ls
and claws made real dif l icult ics during the wcigh-
ing and measuring of thc size details summarised
in Tablc l. A makcshift hood for thcir heads
was contrivcd from an old canvas-topped gym-
nasium boot. A largc safety pin was uscd to re-
strict thc anklc opening of the canvas upper so that
when the bootlacing was tightcncd thc bird would
not bc able to cxtract its head. Unfortunately,
before this contraption could bc tricd out the
whole flock vanished.

As is usual. aftcr handling an unfamiliar bird,
rcfcrencc was madc to va ous publishcd descrip-
tions of them to consolidate the observations of
their markings. Thc very obvious white patch in
the wing, so apparent in fl ight. is described by
G. M. Mathcws ( 1922) as '. . . the primary quil ls
white at the base. both on thc outcr and inner
wcbs .  .  . ' .  For  the  same th ing  A.  J .  No h  (  1901)
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statcs -. bascs ol thc primarics whitc . ' .
Nc i thcr  o l  thcse  nu t l ro r i t ies  mcnt ions  thc  s imi l i l r
whitc bilses ol thc sccondarics which wcre str
no t icca t r l c  on  the 'b i r t l s  bandcd hcrc .

Att.nlpts wcre thcn mltle on thc ncxt birds
banclctl to rccord lurthcr details by counting rlrc
nunrbcr  o f  bo th  p r in rar ics  and sccondar ics  car r \ - -
in i  l l r i .  \ \  I r i l ( .  iu ) r l  i t l . r '  h )  n t ( i t s l t r in !  t l t . '  e r ten t
ol i l . 

-fhc 
progrcssivc incrcasc in thc data rc-

corclctl slrorvs in tltc dctails l istcd in Tablc 2: thcsc
ilrc inlL'ndc(l mthcr to bc indicativc than prccisc.
I rc idcn t i r l l r .  th is  p roccdurc  madc ver !  c l ! -a r  thc
t l i t l i ; r r l t i r ' .  r . l , .  r ' r i t l  l o  h r  D.  M.  Sno\ \  {  lehT )  ' ' t
pos i t i vc l r  idcn t i l r , inu  c l ih  p r in t l r l  and  sccondr r )
wh ich  t r l l \  ing  is  un  csscnt ia l  p r r t  o f  thc  l i : k l  s tu t i l
o l  n ror r l t .

- l  
o  ass is t  in  asscss in t  thc  rc l l t i vc  impor t i tncc  ( ) l

thL' ()bscrvalion ol lhc whitc in thc sccondarics.
cont lc t  w i rs  nndc  w i th  thc  Quccns land Mus:unr .
Mr  [ )on  Vernon ( ) f  thc  Muscum Sta l I  k ind l \
1 , r , r 1 , . r ' 1  , ' t . '  t h .  . l i r .  h . l d  i n  t h c  c r ' l l c c t i , ' n  r r n . l
foun(l thilt thcsc. too. showcd uhitc in the scc-
, ' l l ( l : l r i . .  i t l  I l l (  . i r n l i  { ( n \ t . l l  w J \ .

l l  rvas proposcd to collcct a specintcn of thc
I' icd ('urrarvong. rvhich is classil lcci as Pcst Faunii
irt Orrccnsllnd. bLrt thc l lock had movctl on br
l l r (  t in ) .  rh i .  , .1 i , .  i . i , ' r r  r r r r '  n l r . l c .  I  l t r  h , .s t  th . i t
coultl l-te clorte \! ls to obtit in thc wings frotl l tw()
dcac l  b i r t l : .  c lung l ing  ovcr  n  s t rawbcr rv  pa tch
\\ 'hcrc n Iirrnlcr lad huns thcnr fronr polis as
scalcs. Onc plrir of thcse rvings rvas delivcred to
t l le  Quc.n \ l l r ( i  \4usr 'unr  o r r  30  Ju l t  1968.  Th l
( \ l j r r l  i , l  l l ) (  r v l t i t i  s , r r  t r r ( l r \ L l r ( L I  i ' r r . r r r , , t l r e r  t r l
thc \ .  t \p ic iL l  u ' ings  a f tc r  p luck ing  sonte  o f  thc
undcr \\ ' ing co\crts to ! 'xposc thc basc of crch
qr r i l l  i r s  sug lcs tcd  b \  Snow ( l9a)7) .  ln  c i tch  c l l se
thc  wh i ta  conrn lcnccs  i t t  thc  b ( ) t t ( )n r  o f  thc  vanc
i l t td  cont inuc \  w i t l rou t  uaps  un t i l  thc  b lack  scc t io l l
i s  cnco ln lc rcL l .  Thc  lcnc ths .  l i s tcd  in  Trb lc  2 .
wclc nlcilstlra(i ()I l thc ventral surfac.' ir long thc
IL ' r th r ' f  \h i r l t  on  i t s  t ra i l ins  cdgc  s ide .  Thcrc  i s
no  c lo r rh l  lh i r t  i t  i s  cas ic r  to  count  and n tcasur r
qLr i l l s  on  a  t l ca t l  b i rd .  Wi th  thc  l i vc  bundcd b i rd
lhc  p r in rc  ncccss i tv  to  rc lcasc  the  b i td  qu i tc  u r r -
t l l tn l tgcc l  n rakcs  c lu i l l  coun l ing  and nrcasur ing  a
d i l l i cu l t .  s ins lc -handcd job l  rhc  o t lens ivc  po tcn t iu l
ol Picd Currarv0ncs incrcases thc intcrcst cvcn
whcn thc birds i irc shroudcd with stout cloth.

' l  
hc birnding of Pied Currawongs itppears to

lrl lc bcr'n donc ntostly on wintcr l locks as rc
portcd in 

' l  
lrc Au.\tft i  1 Rirtl Buntler by Dcrek

Slonc  r t  T imber top .  V ic . .  l :68 :  J .  E .  Walsh .
Mi t tagonq.  N.S.W. .  3 :53 ;  P .  D.  S t rong.  Aus t in -
mcr .  N .S.W. .  ,1 :3 :  and Mrs  R.  E .  Vc l l cnga,  I_eura .

M.trcll, 1969

N.S.W. . ,1 :6 .  Thcrc  scents  to  bc  l i t t l c  in lo rn i r -
t ion about thcsc birds in thc sumntcr. though
Stonc rcfcrs to thcm irs having gonc up in thc
mounta ins  fo r  thc  summcr ' .

For our Wellington Point arca 't lrc ntountil ins'
cttuld wcll nrean thc McPhcrson Rangcs on the
Quccns landr 'Ncw South  Walcs  bordcr ,  i t s  thcse  are
the highest tnd nrost cxtr-nsivc mountit ins hcrc
about. Mv visits to l l inna l lurra in thcsc nroun
ta ins  havc  bccn nra in lv  in  thc  sumntcr  and n t r ,
l i . l , . l  h o , ' l s  r . c o r d  P i . t l  (  r r r r i r w o n ! \  r r . . . . n  t h . r i
on  25  Februar l '  1943;  I  Fcbruarv  1944.  u
l iock ;  Novcnrbcr  l9 :1 .1 .  l lock  about  thc  I -odgc .
nest with two well-grown )oun8; 2tl Novcnrbcr
19.+13. I lock i 5 Dcccmbr:r l9:1lJ. l icdglinc bcsidc
ncs t ;  l2  Junc  1953,  b i rds  about  l .odgc  ( tha t  i s
nrv  on l r ,  rv in tc r  v is i t ) .  The rcpor t  o f  thc  Ro! l l
Aus t ra las ian  Orn i tho log is ts '  Un ion  C 'anrp0ut  a1
Einna l lu r ra  in  October  (19+7)  sc ts  ou t  dc t r i l s
inc lud ing 'con)mon and ncs t ing ' .  Unfor tun i l t c l ! .
wh i l c  thcsc  f i c ld  no tc  rc fc r ' ' nccs  do  show thc  P icd
CurriLwongs as prcscnt and brccding at l l inna
l l t t l ra  in  var ious  sun lmers .  thc !  do  no t  g ivc  an \
compi i r i son  w i lh  thc  w in tc r  popu la t ion i  thc rc .

I  rn l  g r r tc lu l  to  Mr  H. .1 .  c l r  S .  D isncy  o l  thc
Aust ra l i rn  Mus, . 'un t .  Sydn l .  fo r  hc lp fu l  com-
nrcn ts  mad! 'd r r r ing  ths  p rcpara t ion  o l  thcsc  no tcs .

TAI ]LE I

M.a \urcmcnts  and \ \ 'e ig l t t

lJirnci t,cngth Wing Winlspun \\ 'citht
N u m l - r c r  ( n r n r )  ( n t l n )  ( n l n t )  ( g r n t s )

090-69.10:1 ,160 75o 292
-69.105 .+50 735 297
-69-10(1 112 710 239
-69.107 :160 7-10 211
-69. r0 l t  . l8 l  255 780 3  l7
69.+09 ;160 251 730 289

-69:r lo .1.10 135 110 25.1
-69 .11  I  ,165 705 271
-69:113 4 lJ0  253 7 .10  311
-69: l  i4  .155 250 730 269
-69415 .1-s 5 2-15 720 222
-69.116 465 2.10 125 2,10
-691t1 .150 225 725 254
6941 8  450 240 125 265

-694 |  9  460 250 27  5
-69 ,120 4 '7  5  260 7 '70  3 t j

Avcragc .159 ?46 
'731 

2i5
Minimum 440 225 705 2Zz
Maximum 182 260 780 31'I
N o .  o f  b i r d s  1 6  l l  1 5  1 6
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Vcn ln r l  v ic \ \ '  o f  P ied  Cur rauot tg 's  u in -u  (opcr tcd  t l r . r t )  shc l t ing  l l l c  \ \ l l i t c  on  thc
prinutrics ltnd sccondarics. Thc unclcrlvirrg colcrls hitvc bccn rcnltlvccl'

I ' ho to :  C .  V .

TAI]LE 2
\\ ing Colour. ctc.

Livc Ilrnclcd Birds
l l  nd

N unrbcr
o9  0-

69.11)lt l l  Llascs ol all prirnary and sccondar)'
l l i rh t  t1 r  r  i l l .  -  wh i te .

Primarics and sccondlries hlvc ap-
proximrtelv basal third white .

Ninc primurics and scvcn scc()ndartes
all havc rvhitc on brsal portions.

Tcn primarics show whitc bases as
do nine sccondarics from 50 mnl
o n  N 0 .  I  t o  l 0  m m  o n  N o . 9 .

ALrstr : r l i ln  NlLtsct tnt

Tcn pr imar ics .  show wh i t r  bascs  to
90 ntt,tt nrximtlm; nil lc sccondlrlcs
show wh i lc  f rom 5O mnl  on  No l
to  lO n tm on No.  9

l-cn primarics shrlw lvhitc bascs to
80 mnr ntltximttnr: clcvct't scconcl-
itr ics shorv whitc fr()m 5O mnr on
N o .  I  t 0  l 0  n l m  o n  N ( ) .  I I .

I  he  c , ' r rn t  t ) l  . (c r rn ( l i , r i , \  l \  l rnnr r ' \ i -
matc  on lY .
-I 

he iris wits consistenlly bright gold
cn yellow; somc gapcs wcrc bookcd
as p ink .  o thcrs  as  yc l low,  bu t  nO
clcar rcason for t lr is dif lcrcncc wits
apparcn t .

' I  
l l rncr .  hY couf le\Y o l  l h c

69:11 lJ

69.12 0

6 9 1 t l

69-+  l6

69,1  l7



Tlrc Art.vlrLrliLor Rird Ilantlc'r

Dcad Il ird
Primarics; nunbcrL'd outrvards lrom sccondarics.

No.  I  -15  nrnr  o l  wh i tc ;  2 , / ,15  mmi  3 , /57  mnr :
-1  67  mnr :  5 /7 -5  mn;  6 , '70  mm;  7  i57  mnl .
l l /5J  n rnr i  9  +0  nrm:  l0 / l l  n rm o f  wh i tc .

Secondaries; nunlb!'rcd inwards from primarics.
No.  |  - l l  mm o f  wh i te ;  2 i  -12  mml  3 /38  mm;
-1 .  3J  nnr ;  5  ,18  nrmi  6 . /23  mm:  7 /  l8  mml
l i / ' l -1  n rn) ;  9 '5  n rm;  I0  no  wh i tc .
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Collecting Insects Ectoparasitic on Birds
S.  G .  LANE

Banders havc a uniclue opportuni ty to assist  the work hcing
carried out in the study of ectoparasites found on birds. These are
parasi tes which inhabit  the exter ior of  thc host 's body (endoparasi tes
inhabit  thc inter ior )  and the fol lowing are some of thc groups which
may be found on birds:

o l-ous!' Flics ( l l ippobotcidut')
. l : lclns ( Sipfunaptt'ru)
. -I icks (/,r{)ri l ./ael
. I l ird Licc ( Mutloplrugu)
. L!'echcs (Hitu l i i lqe )
[-ousc Flics i irc thc most cornmonly rccognised

group of avian cctop rasites. Julian Ford (1966)
indicrtcd somc of the host specics of thcsc fl ics.-fhosc 

l istcd b_v- hin n crc C.]trh ( Kukatoc rosei-
c tp i I I u ), I tw n,- Frogmouth ( P od ar gu s s I r i gti t l  c s ),
Owlc t -N igh t ja r  (A  eo t  he l (s  c r is tu tu l .  Kookabur ra
(I ')uttkt gigus), Whitc-backed Swallow (Cliera-
nttL,cu l(tntt.yternul. FiLirv Martin (Hy[otltt,I idon
crlci), Southcrn Emu-Wrcn (Stipiturus malachu-
/.r/.r./, irnd Ycllow-plumed Honcyeatcr ( Maliphaga

S.  J .  I )a r i rn rono\ ' (1951)  s ta tcd  tha t  thc  fami ly
Hippobosciduc rvas poorly represcnted in Aus-
tralian collcctions. At that t ime. verv l itt lc bird
hr rnJ in , - -  r r : r .  he in r  c r r r r i cd  ou t  in  Aus i ru l i l  exccpt
wirtcrfo\!l i lnd shcarwrters. Evcn sincc the advent
o f  thc  Aus t ra l ian  t l i r c l -band ing  Scheme in  1953,
rclativcly fcw specimcns have been collcctcd and
nruch of thc infornration hils not bccn rccorded,
mrr in l l  d r rc  to  th .  d i f f i cu l t l  o f  cu tch ing  thcsc
Ins(c r \  iud  cor ) \ \ 'qucn l l )  eonr i t le rab le  du la  has
bce rr lost.

ln addition to thosc l isted by Ford. I havc
l i r r rn t j  I  r ' r rse  F l i r ' r  on  the  fo l l , ru ing  rpe t ics :
'r' Rufour Fanttil ( Rlipidura rultJro :i)

Southcrn Ye llow RLtbrn (Eopsaltria au:;trulis)
Rufous Whistlcr ( Pa<'ltycepltulu ntfiventris)

' '  Olivc Whistlcr (l ' . olivu<'t,q)
Grcy Shrike-Thruslt (( 'olltr icincIu lurtrutni<'ul

'r '  Magpic-Ltrk l Grull ina cranolcmu1
r' Whitc-browcd Scrub-Wrcn

(Suiwrnis lrontali.s)
Striatcd Thornbil l ( A uuthi:.a l inuta)
Brown Thornbil l (A. pu.sil lu)
Spcckfed Warblcr (C hthotti<o[u sqgittutut
BIuc Wren (Malurus cyut?us)
Variegated Wrcn (M. lambert' 1

r' Eastcrn Sllrcteyc (Zosterops laterulis)
Eastern Spinebil l

( Acantln nnc'lus t(nuiro.rtris)
Fuscous Honcyeatcr ( M elipltugq l u:< q)
Yellow-faccd Honcycatcr ( M. chrt,sopsl
Yellow-tufted Honcycater (M. mclanops)

* Ncw Holland Honeyeater
( Mcliornis noyaelpllandiae I

Bell Mincr ( Manorina mclanophrys)
Bcautiful Firctail (Zonaeginthus bellus)
Red-browed Finch ( Acgintha temporalis)
Black-backed Magpte (G ))mnorllina tibi< cn)

1 0

* S p e c i D r e n s  t . r q a . d e d  t o  t l l r  , \ u \ t . c l i a n  M u \ c u n .


