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BIRD BANDER

F-lame Robin Banding at the You Yangs
TREVOR PESCOTT

tsanding of Flamc Robins (Pcrrof t  u phoctt i<ea) has bcen carr icd
out rather intermit tent ly dur ing autumn and winter at  the You Yangs,
nolth of Geelong, Victoria, for over eight years. The results have
shorvn that the local i ty is used annual ly as a winter ing arca. and that
some birds have been retrappcd in more than onc subscquenl season.
An analysis of  retrap data has rcvealed plumagc problcms.

lnlr0duclion
In  Junc  1960.  [ )unc i t r r  i rnd  Robcr t  MacKenz ic

lnd tlrc iruthor constructcd scveral spring traps
lronl rlt tr i lps. Using cockchafcr grubs for bait,
rvc bcgan trapping Flamc Robins which were
p lcn t i fu l  in  i rn  a rca  a t  thc  You Yangs.  Thc  rob ins
rurrivc latc in March. r.rr carlv in April. each year
irnd lrrc numerous unli l latc in August or early
in Scptcrnbcr wh.n lhc) lcavc, apparcntly to
rcturn to thcir brccding arcas.

In i t iu l l v .  b r  b lnd ing  thc  b i rds  in  thc i r  w in tc r -
ing arcr. ue hopcd that from subscqucnt rc-
covcrics wc would dctcrminc thcir brccding
localit ics. ( S.o far. over 5(X) Flamc Robins havc
bccn bandcd at thc You Yangs without a rccovcry
bcin[ rcportcd! ) Howcvcr. rs rctraps irt the
b nding sitc bcgln to accumulrte. other aspects
dcvclopcd uhich provided thc stimulus to
continuc thc projcct.

[-atcr. mcal u'orms. considcrcd a morc suit-
lblc bait. rvcrc obtaincd. Ahhough not showing
anr sign o[ bcing trap shy. the birds' intercst in
mcal rvorms apparcntly varics. Often they wil l
pass closc bl r trap. occasionally cvcn pcrching
on it. $,i lhout attempting to takc the worm.
Pau l inc  Rc i l l l  ( l96 t i )  a lso  mcnt ioncd th is  hab i t ,
but thc rcnson for it is not yet known.

Exccpt on wct days. Flamc Robins alntost
inv r r r i rb l l  d r ink  r rnd  hr r lhe  be lu re  ! ( t inF  l ( '  r r )os t :
cxploit ing this habit, wc Iravc uscd mist ncts
cxtensivel),, and nclting at watcrholcs has bccn
most productivc. Windy conditions and thc cx-
poscd naturc of thc working rct hindcrs netting,
and often rcnders thc usc of nets a waste of t ime.

Therc was a dcclinc in thc numbcr of visits
madc during thc scasons from 1962 to 1966 s
both Duncan and Robcrt MacKcnzic wcrc unablc
to participatc frequcntl.v-: due to busincss rcasons
they wcre rcsiding away from Gcelong. Gcoff
Gayncr  jo incd  thc  g roup as  a  bandcr  in  1966 ln t l
has considcrably assistcd thc work sincc that
t imc.

Habitat
Thc original vcgctation was a dcnse growth of

Goldcn Wattlc (Acutiu pyrnantha) with Ycllow
Gums (Etrcal1:ptus leuutxl-ktn), Rcd Gun (E-.
<amaklulensis) and Shc Oaks (Cl^tuarinq slti(t.tl
scattcrcd throughout. The Flamc Robins roostcd
in this arca and movcd out into the paddocks of
"Wooloomanata" property to fced during thc dity.
Banding commcnccd along thc margin of thc
wattlc scrub.

The wattle arca is Crown land, known
as "Brushwood". und it is controllcd

locally
by thc
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,n" .,"".t ,1,t." "r "Brushwood' werc subse-
qucnt ly  uscd  fo r  roos t ing  in  l ieu  o f  thc  wat t l cs
which had bccn uscd bcforc bcing bulldozcd.

llanding
Tablc I shows the dctails of birds bandcd and

rctrappcd crch nronth during thc "wintcr" period.
It also shows thc nuntbcr of visits cilch month
whcn b i rds  wcrc  caught i  i t  i s  un for tunate  tha t
rccords wcre not kcpt of the visits whcn nonc
was caught .  Tab lc  2  shows the  summar izcd
llgurcs for each ycar.

To  thc  end o f  thc  1967 scason.  534 F lamc
Robins wcrc blndcd at thc You Yangs. Thc
carlicst banding in any season teok placc on 7
Apr i l  (1962)  and thc  la tes t  on  l l l  Septembcr
(1960) .  The la rgcs t  nuntbcr  caught  in  any  onc
day  occur rcd  on  29  Apr i l  (  196 l  )  whcn 5 l  b i rds
wcre caught (including scvcn rctraps).

Sevcnty-l ivc individuals havc been retrapped at
thc banding area as follows:

27 within 5 months of banding (i.e. during the
scason they wcrc bandcd).

2ll bctwccn 9 and l6 months after banding (onc
scllson latcrJ.

7 bctwccn 24 and 25 months aftcr banding (2
scasons latcr).

5 bctween 32 and 36 months ftcr banding (3
seasons later).

7 betwccn .17 and 50 months aftcr banding (4
seasons la te r ) .

I at 6l months alter banding (5 scasons later).

M l lc  F lame Rob i r r

Forcsls Conrnrission of Victoria (F'.C.V.); "Woo-

loonritnull" is a privatclv owncd propcrty that
l lbuts Ilrushwood". ln thc summer prior to the
1962 season. the largc trccs were removed in
lccordiLncc $,ith thc programmc ol thc F.C.V.
During thc following two summcrs. the wattlcs
rvcrc hLrlldozcd. thc area ploughed and then
p lan tcd  w i th  Sugar  Gums (E.  < ladocu lyx l .

Dcspite thcsc changcs. robins continucd to visit
lhc  a rc r  e lch  w in tc r .  ln  thc  1966 and 1967
sc sons. thcy wcrc trappcd and nctted around a
rvaterholc rvhich thcv frcqucntcd dcspite the
rcnrovnl of most of the vcgctations.

Planlations of Brorvn Mallctt (8. astrirtgen"-) in
stlnds about 31) fcct high immcdiatcly north of
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Plumage

The most intercsting fcaturc cmerging from
thc rctraps so far is thc widc variation of colour-
ing on thc underparts from the chin to thc
abdomcn; three distinct patterns arc bricfly
dcscribcd as follows:

Brown birds - ths undgrp2lts arc unifornly
brown or brown with a gingery wash.

Parlly colourcd birds - showing definitc rcd
colouring to thc feathers on thc undcrparts.
cither as a uniform wash of variable extent or
a numbcr of red spots.

Adull mal€ fully plumaged malcs.
For birds in brown plumagc whcn bandcd, thc

following summary shows the plumagc when re-
trapped in subscqucnt scasons.

Total: 5 3 4 '75 85



'I 
he Austruliun Bird Bandcr

l )u r t  ( ) f  t l t ! ' band ing  arca  w i th

'J$() 
.clriLl)pcd thc f()l l()wing sc!lson partl)

c ( ) lourcu .
On. rclrirppcd thrcc seil lons latcr plrt l l  coloured.
'I 'wo 

r-ctnrppcd four scasons later partl\ cokrured.
Onc re t rappcd thc  fo l lo$ inc  season in  tdu l t  ma lc

plun)ilgc.
()nc rctrappcd two scasons latcr in adult male

p lunr rgc .
-fwo 

rctrtppcd four scasons ltter in adult malc
p lumage.

Onc rctrappcd fivc seasons later in adult malc
p lumagc.

(No prrtly colourcd birds huve becn subsequently
rctrappcd in adult malc plumagc.)

Colour Banding
Banding is to continue in this arca in an

ilttcmpt to further thc observations on plumage,
rund to ascertain. if possible. thc breeding locality

F l indcrs  Pca l '  in  thc  b i i ckgrorn : l

o l  the  b i rds  wh ich  w in tc r  i r t  t l r c  You Y ngs .
Plastic colour bands-1tu,r rcd bands on thc onc
lcg arc bcing uscd t() incrcasc thc rccoverv'
potential bv oLrscrvationl thc colour banding pat-
tern has b{rcn allocatcd by thc VORC Flamc
Robin Survcy. and dil lerent colour pattcrns arc
bcing uscd for various arcas. Individual colour
band ing  is  no t  bc ing  uscd.
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