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White-naped Honeveater

ADULT
Back. Wings and Tail: Olive Green.
Head and Nape: Black with white creseent

al back of crown: the white crescent not reach-
ing to the eyes. Black of face. extending to
bottom of lower mandible.  Point of chin be-
tween ramt {underneath lower mandible) black.

Underparts: Rest of chin. throat and under-
parls white,

Iris: Brown to light brown,

Bare skin round eve: Eastern Australia. Bright
arange. Western Australia, Grey below, chalky
white above,  (Serventy and Whittell.)

Bill: Black.

Nostril: Black.

Size: General range for species about 5i-5:
inches (130-140 mm) . Jong. Female smalier thin
male. Western race lurger than Eastern race.

JUVENILE

Back, scapuolars and small coverts: Pale brown,

Wings and tail: Otive green.

Head and nape: Pale brown similar 1o the
back.  Pale whitish crescent,  In very juvenile
birds the crescent is interrupted at the centre
of the nupe. Bases of crescent feathers are white.
not dark Arey as o Ccrown.

White-throated Honevealer

ADULT

Back, Wings and Tail: Olive green similar
10 White-naped. but with maore yellow in northern
forms.

Head and Nape: Black with white crescent
almost reaching the eyes. Black of face stopping

in line with upper mandible.  Point of chin
between rami, white.
Underparts; Chin.  throat  and  underparts.

white.

Iris: Red brown.

Bare skin round eye: Upper half white, lower
half grey. Turns blue 5 hours after death. This
is similar o the western race of White-naped
honeveater.
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(Melithreptus lunatus)

Sides of face: Dark brown.

Point of chin: Dark brown.
Underparts: Rest of underparts white.
Iris: Dark erey brown,

EASTERN RACE

Bare skin round eye: Orange,

Nostril: Orange.

Bill: Upper mandible: brown. Lower mandible:
orange.

WESTERN RACE

Bare skin round cye, nostril and bill, ete.:
Probably the sume as the White-throated Honey-
cater.

TMMATURL
Plumage: Stmilar to adult, but some juvenile
brown feathers may still be present on the head.
Bill: Becoming black.
Nostril: Dark brown becoming black.
Iris; Dark grey brown.

EASTERN RACE

Bare skin round eye: Orange.

Gape: Slight. orange.

Note: The extent of skull ossification can be
used o confirm immature status,

(Melithreptus albogularis)

Bill: Black.

Nostril: Bluck.

Size: General range for species about 43-3)
inches (120-140 mm) long. Female smaller than
male.  In Southern and Eastern Australia usually
about 5! inches (130 mm). Size decreases from
south to north. smallest forms being found in
Northern Australia.

JUVENILE
Back, scapulars and small coverts: Pale brown.
Wings and Tail: Olive green.
Head and Nape: Pale brown similar te the
back., Pale whitish crescent.  In very juvenile
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White-throated Honeyeater

Juvenile

birds the crescent is interrupted at the centre of
the nape.  Bases of crescent feathers are white,
not grey as on crown,

Sides of face: Dark brown.

Point of chin: White.

Underparts: Rest of underparts white.

Iris: Dull brown.

Bare skin round eye: Pale blue above, purplish
blue below, which may appear grey in dull light.

Nostril; Paler than bill.

Bill: Upper mandible; dark brown.
mandible; dark brown. basc yellow.

TLower

IMMATURE

Plumage: Similar to adult, but some brown
feathers may still be present on head.

Bill: Becoming black.
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Juvenile

Nostril: Dark brown becoming black.

Iris; Leaden grey (Mathews).

Note: The extent of skull ossification can be
used to confirm immature status,

It must be remembered that colours of soft
parts, such as bare skin, may change cven in
adults.  Further information is required on these
colours.

Diagnostic characters: Extent of black on face,
and the black or white on the point of the chin
scparates all White-naped Honeyeaters from all
White-throated Honcycaters.
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