
I  l rc Atrstral iun t l i t t l  I lantlcr
.teptcmbcr, 1963

bt H. . l. dc S. Divzer., clmv.ings, h1, Sondra Ilere.rf ord, Au.strtl iqn Mtoettn. Sytlnet.

ADUI-T I]-trMALE

. Bil l: Ycllow, brse of lowcr rnandiblc pinkish or
p ink ish  wh i te  .

Throat Hackles: Short and morc roundcd. Iri-
desccncc lcss than half of feather.

- lr idescence: Nonc L'rr bcll) {hUt ntuy hc n
l iunLs)  and l i I le  ( r r  nonc  (n t  t rcu tc r  cuvcr l \  Jnc l
scconoarrcs.

Underside of Tail Feathers: BulT margins not
wcll ntarkcd and merging into rest of fcaihcr.

WINTER PLUMAGE
BOI'H SttXES

Bill: Dark.
Upperparts: Many bull spots.
Under?arts: White tips to fcathcrs.
Sex Difrerences: The sexes can still bc distin-

guishcd by th( plumagc charactcrs given undcr
brecdrng p lumagc.  When measur ing  the  i r ides-
c (nce  on  thc  th ror t  hack lcs  thc  wh i te  t ins  r rc
cxcluded.

.IUVENII,T]

Both scxcs similar, all grey brown with chin
and throat strcaked whitishir brown ancl whitish.
Bil l: brown.

.  A l  rhout  th rcL  munths  a  complc lc  mou l t  ta lc : ,
p lucc .  thc  nuw p lumagc be ing  s imi la r  to  tha t  o l
lhc  i rdu l l .  A l l c r  thc  bod l  and * ing  mou l t  has
hccn.Lunrp l -e red  rhc  young b i rd  may-s t i l l  be  d is -
t rngurshcd lo r  \ome l imc by  i t s  b rown juven i lc
hcad featlrcrs. which arc thi last to be replacer.l.

NOTE
Thcse charac ters  a rc  takcn  f rom' l 'he  B.T .O.

Guide to Ageing and Sexing, British Trust for
Ornithology Field Guidc No. 10, Nove mbcr,
1964, and thcy have been checked against speci-
mcns from thc Sydney District. However, therc
is evidence from skull ossification that in this dis-
trict starl ings may brecd as young birds. The first
post juvenile moult appears to be into a plumage
which is very similar to that of thc adult. in
Europe the white tips on l lrst winter birds arc
rather broad with vcry slight or no central dark
streak. All t irst wintcr birds examined hcrc havc
dcfinite dark ccntre strcaks and rathcr narrow
white tips, thc character for adult birds in Europc.

Howevcr. a first winlcr plumage may occur in
higher latitudes or colder areas-

European Starling (Sturnus oulgaris)

BREEDING PLUMAGE
ADULT IVIAI,[,

B i l l :  Yc l low.  b lsc  o f  loner  manc l ib lc  b luc  o r
b lue  b lack .

Throal Hacklcs: Long :rnd nilrrou. lr idcsccnc(,
( ' ver  l t ; r l l  ' r r  t \ \ rL l l t i r J : \  o l  l \ ' J thcr .

lr idesccnce: Wcll-mrrkcd on back, sidcs and
hclly. also on thc grcatcr covcrts and sometimes
on the sccondaries.

Underside of Tail l-eathers: Buff nrargins on
fcathcrs wcll markcd irnd obvious front 
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