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In 1965 a colour-banding .study of Southern Figbirds (S2lec
oth(t ?:; r,i?illoti) was commencid at iteservc Creek, ne'ar Murwillum_bah.. New South Wales. As well  as the metal CSfnO U""i ,  colour_band
t t , l i t . , , ' ' n t  i l re  app l ied  ro  a l l  F igb i r t t s  c rughr .  ihus  cnrh t in r  v isua lrdcn t r l le  r ton  o l  ind iv idua ls  $  i thout  t rapp ing .

. ,  Mr rs t  r , r1111g.  p igh i rd :  l r : r r t  bucn c rught  hv  thc' \ \ r r l k l r r  
Sr ic l  m i t l tL ,d  {p r i r l t  l9 ( ,7 )  r i  b . ._

twccn onc and scvcn ditys after lcaving the ncst.
hronr a total ()f 6l birds bancled. only tcn havc
bccn nr ' s t l ings .

I ) ( t i r i l \  l r t ' n t  -s ip l r t i r rgs  and (hL  ( ,n ly  t \ \ i ,  rc
( , \ \ \ ' n (s  i l \ \ ' i l \  l r r rn t  t l t (  h  nd ing  l r re l r  . , r  I l r
rcportc(i arc its Iollows:
l .  { r - { ) - l { ,ho l t  t r iuh t  l c ! ) .  co luur  ( .L ,mb in l l jon

I l l u L  , r v \ ' r  R . t l  r l e l r  j e r r .  l J i r n t l e d  o n  I I
[)cccntbcr 1965. itbout th]ec days aftcr lcav-
in {  thc  ncs t .  I t  wrs  sccn  in ' the  band ing
r rc i l  .on  l6  January  1967.  tced ing  on  l ig .s
anc l  i t  appcarcd  to  bc  in  1u  adu l t  m i l le
l r l l t t t t : l .gJ .  FLr r t l l .  r  r i r :h t inq .  , re ( . r r r reL l  r ' r r  l l
i l l rL l  ] l  J . rn l l i i r \  r t ) ( l  )  F jh ru i l r ]  lqh7 .  l t  \ \ ; r \

subscqucntly rcportcd
Queens land,  on  4  May
wcst ol t l ' tc banding sitc
up 5:90) .
In rcply to l l ly
that thc birt l
rnd  thc  co lour
t  ion .

'l 
lt( .4ustraliun llinl Ilander

Septemb?r. 1968

l .  { J T l l . l h h l l  { r i ! h t  l ( F } -  c o l . u r  c 6 n I 5 1 . , , 1 , , r l
l J l i l ck  r ,vLr  Rcd t l ( l l  l cq ) .  l l l r r r r led  , , r r  l5  Feh-
ruary  1966.  two hours  i l l te r  leav ing  thc  ncs t .
Not sightcd rlter bcing bandcd although two
brood matcs wcrc sil lhtcd almost daily up k)
5  March  1966.  Shot  ncar  S tokcr 's  

-S ic i ins .

about  scven mi lcs  south  o l  b  nd ing  s i tc  on
2 5  J u n c  1 9 6 6 .

{Qry
I
;!

shot  a t  (  iLnungra .
1967,  29  mi lcs  nor rh

(scc Rccovcry Round-

enquiry, thc l inticr rcportcd
was in  adu l l  ma lc  p lumagc

bands werc in goori cor:di-

f 'errtulc .Sout hern Figbird

) o
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'I 
he Au:tralian I]ird I]andcr Se ptcmlr(r. l96tl

3. 070-1t,62.+ (right lcg). colour conrbination
Grccn ovcr  B luc  ( l c f t  l cg) .  Banded on  u
Dcccmbcr 1966. as a nestl ing. which fledgcd
l , l  l ) cccmbcr  1966.  l t  was  observcd  in
thc banding arca on I and 20 February
1967i next obscrvation rvas on 3 C)ctobcr
1967. whcn it appcarcd to be moulting into
nralc plunragc. Thc skin around thc cyes
was bright red: some black was showing on
thc crown: back and wings were olivc grccn.
antl dlrk grcy fcathers werc showing on thc
throat and brcast. Thc juvenile striations on
thc brcast werc very pale.

Figbirds normally l ivc in flocks of ten to 50
birds. During autunn and rvinter the flocks havc
a high pc'rccntagc of birds in fenalc or inr-
nrrturc plunrrgc: so fur I havc bccn unable to
tl istinguish bctwccn fcnralc and immaturc
p lun t l luc .  F ronr  thc  i i t t l c  cv idcncc  ava i lab lc  to

date, it scems that young nralcs attain adult
plumagc prior to nnd during thc next brccding
scason and thcn rctain it in latcr scasons. Ac-
cordingly. as the clutch size is normally two or
thrce, a ratio of three of four fe nlales/immaturcs
to onc adult plumaged malc would bc cxpcctcd
during the autumn/'winter, unless the flocks wcre
prcdominantly comprised of immature birds. In
thc lattcr case the ratio would be even greater.

I would bc plcascd to hcar fronr lnyonc con-
ccrning plumagc changcs in this spccics.
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Turnstone Ringing and Markirg
Project in the USA

fhc sightinr: of ont' of nty nrarkcd Ruddy'l 
urnstoncs (.4renIria i qprcs) at Long Rccf.

about  s ix  n l i les  n ( ) r th  o f  Sydncy  Hcac ls ,  N .S.W. ,
in  l )ccc 'n rber  1967 an t l  Janu l ry  1968 (sce  Vo l .  6 .
no .  ? .  p .  3 - l ) .  p rompts  n lc  to  Nr i tc  ! r  shor t  no tc
discussing the progrirnlnte so that Australians
r r igh t  be  rnorc  Ianr i l ia r  rv i th  i t .-fhc 

bantling prosranlnc strrtcd in 1964 under
thc  lusp iccs  o l  thc  Snr i thson ian  lns t i tu t ion 's  Pac i -
lrc C)cciln l l iolocical Programmc. The projcct rvas
thcn  t tkcn  ovcr  bv  South$es tc rn  Co l lcgc  in  Ig67
undcr  thc  sponsorsh ip  o f  thc  Nat iona l  Sc icncc
I - i rL rndnt ion  (Grant  No.  GB-6220)  fo r  an  add i -
l ionu l  two Icars .  Thc  l i c ld  rvork  w i l l  t c rmina tc  in
. {ugus t  I96 l l .

Durin!  Ihc pust four ycars,  over 16,(X)0 turn-
sloncs hlvc bccn banded and narked on St
Gcorcc  ls land.  Pr ib i lo f  I s lands ,  A laska.  A l l  bu t
thc  l i r s t  thousand werc  co lour  markcd on  the
b|ck and tail with l luorcsccnt orange-red paint.' l 'his 

paint lpp rcnrv renrains on thiteatheis for
i r l n ' U l  5 - 6  r r r  n t h s .  I  r J i n r  t t '  l  p i n k  . h  c o l r r u r  w i t h
\ \ \ ' : r f .  l I l  l qhh  i lnd  l9 t )7  g r \ .1 :n  . \ t r ( i tmcrs  werc
I t l . r r ' r ' r l  r 'n  thc  le l l  le . r : .  Th . .  h rnd  wr rs  p l : rccd  r rn

thc  r igh t  l cg .  Ihe  combina t ion  o f  a  g recn  'band '
(thc remains ol thc 'strcamcr') lncl orangc-rcd
nr l rk ing .  l cavc  l i t t l c  doubt  th r t  the  b i rd  s igh tcd
ncar Sydncy had been bandccl on St Gcorgc
Is land.  I t  i s  des i r i tb lc .  ncvcr t l t c lcss .  to  ob ta in  thc
band nunrbcr  i f  poss ib lc .

Thc Iast scitson ol bantling wil l bcgin about
2-5  Ju ly  19613 anc l  tc rn t ina lc  a t  thc  cnd o f  August .
(;rccn 'strcaners' wil l not bc put on this scason.

Recovcrics show that thc turnstoncs start dis-
pcrsrng soLrthwitrd from thc Pribilof lslands in latc
August. tsy Octobcr thcy havc bccn rccovcrcd
southward 10 the Brit ish Solomon lslands ancl
var ious ,  o thcr  g roups  o f  i s lands  in  thc  southcrn
t' lcnrspncre.

.  I  -s lu l t l  i rppr \ rc ia tc  h r r ing  rcp , r r ts  o l  l rn )  o ther
: ' rBn t rngs  sLnt  ( l t rcL t ly  t ( )  n t (  i l t  Sou lh$cs lc rn
Co l lege.  Any  b lnd  nLrmber .  rhou l t l  b .  jo r$ r rdcr l
to thc addrcss on thc band.
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