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Notes on the Southern F ighird

ELLA K. PRATT

In 1965 a colour-banding study of Southern Figbirds (Sphec-
otheres vieilloti) was commenced at Reserve Creek, near Murwillum-
bah, New South Wales, As well as the metal CSIRO band, colour-band
combinations are applied to all Figbirds caught, thus enabling visual
identification of individuals without trapping.

Most voung Figbirds have been caught by the
‘Walk-on Stick” method (Pratt 1967} at be-
tween one and seven days after leaving the nest.
From a total of 61 birds banded, only ten hawve
been nestlings.

Details from sightings and the only two re-
coverics away from the banding area so far
reported are as follows:

L. 070-16608 (right leg), colour combination

subscquently  reported  shot  at - Cunungra.
Queensland, on 4 May 1967, 29 miles north
west of the banding site (sec Recovery Round-
up 5:90).

In reply to my enquiry, the finder reported
that the bird was in adult male plumage
and the colour bands were in good condi-
tion,

070-16612 (right leg), colour combination

]

Blue over Red (left lep). Banded on 11
December 1965, about three days after leav-
ing the nest. It was scen in the banding
arca on b6 January 1967, feeding on figs
and 1t appeared to be in full adult male
plumage. Further sightings occurred on 22
and 23 January and 5 February 1967, It was

Female Southern Figbird
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Black over Red (left leg). Banded on 15 Feb-
ruary 1966, two hours after leaving the nest.
Not sighted after being banded although two
brood mates were sighted almost daily up to
5 March 1966, Shot near Stoker’s Siding.
about seven miles south of banding site on
25 June 1966,
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3. 070-16624 (right leg). colour combination
Green over Blue (left leg). Banded on L1
December 1966, as a nestling. which fledged

14 December 1966, It was observed in
the banding area on | and 20 February
1967, next observation was on 3 October

1967, when it appearcd to be meoulting into
male plumage.  The skin around the cyes
was bright red: some black was showing on
the crown; back and wings were olive green,
and dark grey feathers were showing on the
throat and breast. The juvenile striutions on
the breast were very pale.

Figbirds normally live in flocks of ten to 50
birds. During autumn and winter the flocks have
a high pereentage of birds in female or im-
mature plumage: so fur | have been unable to
distinguish ~ between  female  and  immature
plumage.  From the little evidence available to
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date, it scems that young males attain adult
plumage prior to and during the next breeding
scason and then rctain it in later scasons.  Ac-
cordingly, as the clutch size is normally two or
three, a ratio of three of four females/immatures
to one adult plumaged male would be expected
during the autumn/winter, unless the flocks were
predominantly comprised of immature birds. In
the latter case the ratio would be even greater.
I would be pleased to hear from anyonc con-
cerning plumage changes in this specics.
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Turnstone Ringing and Marking
Project in the USA

The sighting of one of my marked Ruddy
Turnstones ( Arenaria interpres) at Long Reef,
about six nules north of Sydney Heads, N.S.w.,
in December 1967 and January 1968 (sce Vol 6,
no. 2, p. 34 prompts me to write a short notc
discussing the programme so that Australians
might be more familiar with it

The banding programme started in 1964 under
the awspices of the Smithsonian Institution's Paci-
fie Ocean Biological Programme. The projeet was
then taken over by Southwestern College 1 1967
under the spensorship of the National Science
Foundation (Grant No. GB-6220) for an addi-
tional two years. The field work will terminate in
August 1968,

During the past four years, over 16,000 turn-
stomes have been banded and marked on St
George Istand, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, All but
the first thousand were colour marked on the
back and tail with fluorescent orange-red paint.
This paint appuarenty remains on the feathers for
about 5-6 months. fading 1o a pinkish colour with
wear. In 1966 and 1967 green ‘streamers’ were
placcd on the left leg. The band was placed on
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the right leg. The combination of a green ‘band’
(the remains of the ‘streamcr’} and orange-red
marking, leave little doubt that the bird sighted
near Sydney had been banded on St George
Island. It is desirable, ncvertheless. o obtain the
band number if possibic,

The Jast scason of banding will begin about
25 July 1968 and terminate at the end of August.
Green “streamers” will not be put on this scason.

Recoveries show that the turnstones start dis-
persing southward from the Pribilof [slands in late
August. By October they have been recovered
southward to the British Solomon lslands and
various other groups of islands in the southern
hemisphere.

I would appreciate having reports of any other
sightings sent directly to me at Southwestern
College. Any band numbers should be forwarded
to the address on the band.

Max C. Thompson,
Southwestern College,
Winfield, Kansas 67156, U/SA.



