
The Australian

BIRD BANDER
The ABC of Crow Catching

IAN ROWLEY

Different designs of crow traps that have been used in Australia
are described and illustrated. Their merits and demerits are discussed,
together with suggestions for their efficient operation such as siting
the trap, the different baits and the value of decoys. Selection of a
particular trap design should be made from considerations of the need
for portability, the resources available, and the likelihood of interference
from large domestic stock.

Introduction in thc co-opcralivc study of crow movcments
Crows of onc kind or anothcr arc mcntioncd and thus to help study their ccology. It is the

in thc legcnds and literaturc of most civil isations object of this paper to pass^on thc trapping expcri-
and in nJarly every case two aspects are similar- ence gained,_ovcr the past f ive ycars' by a number
rhe black bird is-cast in the iole of vil lain and of people who havc participated in thc study of
due respcct is paid to his ' intell igcnce'. Probably thc Australian Ravcn (Corvtrs connoiclcs) spon
for as iong as'sheep have beeri domesticated s sored by CSIRO-
membcr of the genus Corvrs has watched from a Types of Crow Trap
sate distance and bcnefited, nutrit ionally, by per- A basic crow trap consists of a nctting box with
forming thc rolc of scavcngcr. Thcrcforc thc a top openirg (through which thc birds enter) and
shecpman antl thc crow probably havc becn in somc sort of door in one side through which thc
conflict for ccnturics. and it is intcrcsting that, opcrator gains access (Figure la). Within thesc
although Australia is a relatively young country, broad spccil ications thc overall dimensions and
thc simple trap. which is used throughout thc the nature of the cntry apcrturc vary widely dc-
world for catching crows, is generally known as pcnding on thc rcsourccs availablc and thc objec-
lhe 'Australian crow trap'. (Chappcll ier 1959; t ivc in vicw.
Aldous 1942; Kalmbach 1939.) The reason prob- 1. Dimensions are largcly detcrmincd by con-
ably l ics in the fact that the invention of wirc- sideration of: (a) cost, (b) portabil ity, (c)
nctting was a ninetecnth ccntury achicvement and strength and (d) intcrvals bctwccn visits.
that a combination of circumstances, largely dic- (a) Cost: The cheapest form of trap is onc
tatcd by thc necd to rcstrain the rabbit, made thc built from bush timber, steel fencc posts and rab-
Australian farmcr morc familiar with this new bit netting. Such traps may bc vcry strong and
mrterial and its capabil it ies than his counterpart last a long timc, but are usually immovable and
ovcrscas and, with the ingenuity of the pioncer so their sit ing needs to be carcfully planned. Thc
hc soon dreamt up the crow trap. only size ]imit with such permanent traps arises

Although crow traps have been used throughout from the difl iculty of handling birds in a largc
thc shccplands of Australia for at least 60 years spacei at the extreme it would be necessary to
many grazicrs lack details of both their construc- construct an intcrnal catching pen. A trap l0 ft
t ion and thcir opcration. There is also a growing x 8 ft ( in plan) is probably the largest practical
number of bird banders who want to participate size and could bc erccted for less than $10.00,
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(b)

(a)

l ; igufc L l  l tc crttr '  l f t tp dt i t . \  si f i tplet i t ,  (a) Dimension.r.  (b) Fufin(l  entrtotc?. (( )  W4tct Ic.\ . \(1.
(l) FlLtp-tlut.

using nc$ nrntcri l ls: on nt()st l i lrnls. seconcl-hand
p{ rs l \  ln ( l  nc t t ing  wou ld  rcducc  the  cos t  s t i l l  fu r -
lhc r .  Thc  cqu iva lcn t  por tab lc  t rap  w i th  a  l ran tc
rvclticcl lronr j inch watcrpipc would cost in thc
vicinit! ol S60.(X) ('honlc-wclding' woulcl rcducc
cos ts  ) .

(b) Portabil itr ' : Pcrmrnent traps hrve thc
ruttri lction ol clreapncss irnd strcngth but thcir
in rn rob i l i t y  can  bc  a  scr ious  d isadvantagc .  Farmcrs
frcqLrcntl_v- want to trap in or near lambing pad-
tlocks, thc krcation of which ntav changc from
)car to vcar: bird Lrandcrs ntly wilnt to cxploit
thc  r r r i va l  o f  a  nomrd ic  l lock ;  bo th  nced to  bc
: rh l !  l r )  mr r \ (  thc i r  tn tp .  on  occSs i , r r t

I 'ortabil it], is not simply r nuittcr of corlvcni-
encc  in  hnnd l ing .  Pcrmancnt  t raps  in  wh ich  c l r -
clscs i lrc uscd lor bait bcconrc incrcasingly foul
i ls thc scason advanccs. aDd although this putrify-
ing mass probabll- docs not dctcr thc birds at all,
i t  makcs  work ing  in  thc  t rap  cx t rcmc ly  unp lcas i ln t .
Furthcr, thc naturc of thc tr p prohibits stock
from grirzing thc rrca cncloscd by it rnd oncc
spring growth starts thc insirle ol thc trap rapidlr
bcconrcs clbscurcrl b1' grass and bait is lcss visible.
i lnd thcrcforc lcss attrrctivc.

Thc uppcr sizc l inrit of I portablc trap is
largcly dctcrmincd by thc strcngth ncccssary in
thc  s t ruc tu rc  and w i l l  hc  dca l t  w i th  in  thc  ncx t
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scction. Thc smallcst practicable trap, and onc
that I havc uscd succcssfully for several ycars
to trap rcsidcnt pairs of ravcns in population
studics. is i l lustratcd in Figurc 2. These traps
havc framcs welded from I inch stccl reinforcing
rod and arc covcrcd with wire nctting of 2 inch
mcsh; thcy wcigh lO kg (22 lbs) and fold flat for
transport so that four can be carried easily on
thc roof rack of a car. Thc dimcnsions rcprcscnt
thc lrrgcst sizc from which birds can be re-
nrovcd by rerching rn arm through thc top (cntry)
rpcrturc. thus dispensing with the nced for a
rirxrr (sr,-c Platc l).

Bctwccn thcsc two linits dimensions are dic-
latcd by the need for a man to get insidc thc trap
{nd grab thc captive birds (six feet of head roon'r
is advisablc) and thc nccd for onc person to shift
thc trap easily; traps near to a man's weight-
l ift ing capacity arc easily dropped and damaged,
cvcn if rro worse' itccidcnt tEcurs.

.Septemher. 1968

(c) Strcngth: The considerablc weight and rug-
gcdness of most crow traps are neccssary not
because the birds might escapc by force, but bc-
cause of thc frcquent prescnce in the same pad-
dock of cattle or horses. both of which have an
insatiable curiosity about anything new in thcir
cnvironment. Besides their inquisit ivc invcstiga-
tion, these animals frcqucntly rub against traps
in ordcr to casc an itch; traps, unlcss solidly built.
wil l soon disintegratc under such trcatment.

Whcre only shcep are run no such problem
arises and the usual hcavy framcwork can be
rcplaccd with 1 inch rcinforcing rod. The man
using the trap thcn becomcs thc main dangcr,
since thesc structures squash fairly easily and their
lcngth of l i te depends on how gently they are
handlcd (scc Platc 2). Pcter Dishcr has succcss-
fully uscd this sort of trap for sevcral ycars on
his propcrty, placing it ovcr naturally-occurring
carcases on which the birds are accustomed to
fceding alrcady. Such traps largcr than 6 ft cubc

(a)

Figurc 2. Small collapsible (row trap. (a) Locqtion ol 'hinges'. (b) Dimensions. (c) 'Denglers' os
u.sed by Disher (see text).
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f) l irtc l. / lcrrirrlrrs u hift l r ia th( apc urc; trup es i l lu.\tt.tt?d in I. ' igurc 2.

lufc not rcconlmcntjcd. as thev lack suli icicnt
r i c id i t ] .

(d) Intcrval bctrreen visits: Very snall traps
ol lhc t\pc shorvn in Figurc 2 wil l clrtch crows.
Horvevcr. thcrc is obviouslv a l intit to thc nunrbcr
thx l  c ln  bc  t rappcd a t  onc  t in rc  and in  such a
trlp wc hrvc ncver caught morc thrn two. whiclr.
plu: thc dccor'. nrakc thrcc occupitnts. Most birds
t l i s l i l c  bc in - ! :  in  c losc  cont rc t  rv i th  o thcrs  o l  thc i r
s |cc ics  rLnd nr i l i r l t x in  what  i s  known as  an ' inc l i v i -
(lull distancc from thenr; i l  this distancc is
cncroiLchcr.l upon cither- thc bird rnovcs awav
I l . r r r .  r r r  r ' l s t  i l  r r r r r rek .  lhc  in tn rd \ ' r .  Vr rny  h i r r l s
lccd in l locks i lnd scv!'r i l l  crows nrav fccd fronr
l l t c  . i l n t r .  r i l r ( . r \ i :  iuch  h i r t l s  l r rc  r r 'u l l l y  sp t tcc t l
ou l  xccord ing  to  th is  ind iv idua l  d is tance '  wh ich
!-onrmonl) rcsults in som!' squabbling at l imitcd
Iooc l  supp l ics  I t  fo l lows f ronr  th is  th  t  lo r  a  t rap
o l  any  p l r t i cLrhr  d imcns ions  thc lc  w i l l  bc  an
op l in runr  numbcr  o i  b i rds  wh ich  w i l l  ' ca tch 'be forc

thc trlp is I 'ull. so that ethcr things bcing cqual
onc mi{ht supposc that thc biggcr thc trap thc
!{rcatcr thc succcss.

S izc  i s  l im i tcd  by  cons idcra t ions  o f  wc ich t ,
strcngth, and portabil ity discussed above. Catching
succcss cun bc incrcascd by rcgularly clcilr ing the
trlp so that it is not lcft fr.rl l  whcn it might othcr-
w isc  bc  ca tch ing  b i rds  (scc  Phtc  3 ) .  On thc  o thcr
hand thc  l css  a  t rap  is  d is tu rbcd  thc  morc  l i kc lv
i l  i s  l0  i r lpc i | l "  tnn ' \ 'u ' )u \  rn r l  l , r  r ' l r t c l t  c row. .  .A 's
a  compromisc .  t raps  shou ld  bc  inspcc tcd  da i l y
l lo ln  a  d is tancc  o f  a t  l cas t  ha l l  a  n r i le  (w i th  l i c ld
glasscs). antl approachcd closer only i l  ncccssary;
si.zc can then suit the convenience ol thc opcrator.
Whcrc  v is i t s  must  bc  . l t  longcr  in lc rv t l s .  thc
l r rgcs t  p r i rc t i cab lc  t raps  (bear ing  in  mind  thc  con-
si(lcri it ions l isted abovc) are rcconlmcndcd.

Tradition has it that traps shoulci be scrviccd
only rtf lcr t lark to avoicl scaring other crows
away. Our cxpcricncc docs not support this rnd
in practicc it is scldonr donc for obvious rcasons
o l  conven iencc .

2. l lntrv aperturei Thc opcning through which
crows must pass to get into thc trap is thc most
important part of the wholc design. Thc problcnr
is not how to gct thc birds to cntcr but how to
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st()p lhcnr gctting out i lgain via the same routc.
In thc sinrplest fornr a holc is cut in thc root
rc t t ing  lnd  lc l t  a t  tha t ;  no t  surpr is ing ly  many
bir(ls ! 'scapc. bu1 sonrc pcoplc considcr this is
nradc up for b) morc gctting in

r.Ncxt in ordcr of complexity is thc laddcr'
!-ntri!ncc. so callcd bccitusc' in strLrcture it is l ikc
a hddcr laicl horizontall) '  to lornr a gri l l . This
.on \ l fuc t ion  no t  on ly  f ramcs thc  cn t ry  i lpc r tu rc
rigidl\ but providcs convcnicnt pcrchcs lrom
rvhich thc birds can drop down into thc trrp.
Ihc  lwo ou tc rnros t  spaccs  o l  thc  laddcr  a rc
trsualh ncttcd in whilst thrcc or four arc lcft open
in  thc  midd le  (sce  F igure  3) .

tso th  thc  laddcr  and thc  s in rp lc  ho le  a l low
csciipcs. L.lnti l  rcccntly the usu l rcnrcdy for this
has bccn to fastcn r funnel of wirc nctting, hang-
ins  l i kc  a  sk i r t .  round thc  opcn ing  (sec  F igure  la
rund lb). Whilst this stops nrost losscs somc birds
huvc  bcen sccn to  sc ramblc  ou t  a f tc r  c lu tch ing  thc
krwcr  r im l  onc  lcmalc  fccd ing  ncs t l ings  managcd
to gct up sull icicnt momentum in thc trap by
sprintint up. to cl()sc hcr wings and scramble

"ladder "

Figu,rc 3. A lternotive design with 'ladder' entranz.
Ilirds ntay escape lrom .tuch a tap and the
addition ol a lunnel or'danglers' then so lowers
the head room thqt catching birds in the confines
ol thc top be<omes very lrustrating (alter llootl-
I t u r t ,  1 9 6 1 )

. \eptanber. la68

up thc  lunne l .  Shc  d id  th is  rcpcatcd ly ,  f ccd ing
hcr ncstl ings on thc food wc proviclcd for thc
dccoy!

Thc only truly cscapc-proof trap that I havc
comc across is thirt designed by Jack Hood (scc
Figurc ,1). which consists of a basic cubc trap
but with a special cntrance compartment cen-
trally placcd on the roof. This compartmcnt has
a dclicatcly counterbalanccd floor to which
cspccirl ly attractivc bait is fastened. The crow
cntcrs the compartmcnt to take the bait and his
rdditional weight is sufl icicnt to ti l t thc floor thus
clropping him into the trap propcr. Thc floor rc
turns to its prcvious horizontal position oncc thc
crow's wcight is removed and thc main body of
thc trap is once more completely closcd. This trap
ccrtainly catches a lot of crows and has bccn in
rcgular use for scveral ycars, but unless onc is an
cxpcr t 'home we lder ' (as  Jack  Hood is ) ,  lhc  cos t
of such a trap could be prohibitrvc.

Anothcr ingcnious crow catchcr and bandcr.
Pctcr Dishcr, hung a fri l l  of spccially shapcd
wircs round thc cntrancc (sec Figrre 2c); thcsc

Figure 4. Hood's escape-prool model. (a) 'Set'

position. (b) Bird being tipped into the trap. The
size ol the main body ol the tap has been reduced
kr convenience ol illustrstion.

6'
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Plalc 1 l>(lu. l) isher l i l r ing his l igl tv 'eiglt  cr()v t f t !p on to t  ut i l i t r ;  thir- r tap i \ . \(2r ovt,r u (.ur< L!r( '
ut r ' t ' / t i . l t  (  ro\ ' . \  dre alreo(l \ .  leeding. Onh, slvip gralc the pt loL.k.s whera this truD i. t  trsed.

'l'he 
Operation of a Crow 'l rap

Bait: All four spccics of thc crow fanrily in
Aust r l l i a  a rc  omnivorous ,  and a  prc l in r inary
ana lys is  o f  morc  than 1 ,500 s tomachs has  showrr
that although insccts mukc up by fi lr thc largest
part of thcir dict, grain, carrion, iruit, vegctab'lcs.
rnd domestic refusc also figurc largely. Livc prcy,
such as mice, small l izards. ncstl ing birds. and
weakly lambs arc also eaten. but lcss frcqucntlv.
since these birds are cssentially scavcngers. The
availabil ity of thcsc difTcrent foods varies with thc
season and locality and thc baiting of crow traps
must  be  donc  w i th  th is  in  n r ind .

Grain and meat arc availablc as bait all thc
year round, but mcat is a far bcttcr bait in winter
whcn it renains frcsh and conspicuously gory
for wccks on cnd: in thc sumntcr it rapidly dries
tup or putrcfies. Whether fruit bccomes an cco-

nrovc to iLllow a bird to push past on tl lc wlly io
but arc sutl icicntly long to 6lock the apcriurc
if a bird trics to cscapc. Thc right-anglc attlch-
nrcnt to thc apcrturc fri lmc stops thc wircs bcing
pushcd sidcwavs. Wc havc tri id these .danglcrs-'
cxtcnsively and to our knowledge have ncver
had an cscapc. Particularly with our small port-
lblc traps. wc havc dispcnsed with the morc
cluboratc ntcthod of anchoring thc danglers, and
wc usc frcc hangint wires that can swing through
160 lnd  f ind  thcsc  qu i tc  adcquate .

C)vcrseas, thc usc of funncl cntrances at ground
lcvc l  i s  o f tcn  rccommcnded (Anon,  1953) .  Thcsc
arc not suitable for Australian conditions because
scvcral unwantcd spccics rcadily cntcr by this
routc (particularly magpies, Gyrnrorhina spp.)
rnd both foxcs and cats may force their way in
and c l t  the  b i rds  in  thc  t rap .

52



l  lv Atstralian Il irLl l lundcr

nomic proposition as crow bait dcpcnds on thc
proxinrit l, of orchards with worthlcss wildfalls.
(rr on the disposition of thc local greengrocer who
mu1, huvc spoilt i tcms to disposc of occasionallv.
Fruit and stalc brcad when available cun bc
valuublc additional attractions to grain, which
otherw isc  must  rcmi l in  thc  s tandard  summcr  ba i t .
CrQws appear to prefer oats to wheat.

S iae :  Ihc  t rapp ing  o f  nomadic  f lock  c rows (as
opposcd lo rcsidcnt brccding pairs) can bc under-
tl lkcn in two ways. Eithcr thc operator locatcs a
llock and scts his trap on thcir feeding ground or
clsc hc uscs a site rcgularly favourcd by crows
which rnay bc trappcd continuously or Just as
()pportunitv arises. The mcthotl used largely
(l ictatcs thc bait to bc placcd in thc trap.
Il thc l locl lrus alrcady locatcd a Iood supply
thcn thc opcrator must create, within the trap,
lecding conditions which arc cvcn more attractivc
than thosc  ou ts ide .  Th is  i s  usua l ly  donc  by  c rea t -
ing a local abundance as distinct from thc scat-
lL'rcd diltr ibution Qf itcnrs in thc n!!tural cnviron-
mcnt. for cxanrple. baiting with a pile of lamb
carcascs in a lambing paddock, or with a bucket
Iull of olts on u harvcstcd stubble. In other words,
nraximum usc is made of thc birds' attraction to
an itcnr of foocl on which they arc alreldy lecding
n i t tu ra l l v .

A pcrnrancnt trupsitc is bcst locatcd at a place
lhat is ircquently visitcd by crows in thc course
ol thcir nomadic loraging. Abattoirs, piggcrics,
and garbagc tips arc oftcn profitable sites but
whcrc thcsc are not available a conspicuous dcad
trec ncar it watcring place can be nearly as good.
sincc crows nced a lot of warter and drink several
timcs a day. To trap successfully at thesc placcs
ont] nrust olTer thc birds something cven more

ttractivc than thc itcm which has already brought
thcm therc l  quant i t y  i s  no t  cnough.  T iming  may
b!' important, cspccially if the 'natural' food
sourcc is provided at intcrvals of scvcral days.
For cxample, whel a small abattoir kil ls only once
a wcck it would bc logical to bait the trap freshly
thc day bcfore slaughtering takcs placc, when the
birds night bc expected to bc hungry.

Decoys: Almost as old as the cow trap itself is
the rccommcndation that a captive bird be left in
thc trap to act as a decoy, S0 far as a rcsidcnt pair
of birds is conccrned, this decoy is rn intruder
violatins their tcrritory and is consequently
attackcd. For thc flock birds thc decoy helps to
assuage thcir natural suspicion and sincc flock
fccding is largcly a competit ivc affair thc presence
ol anothcr bird fccding whilc they arc not. prob-

Septembtr, l96lt

ably providcs a strong attraction to thc otltsidcr'
Ccrtainly the decoy is a trcmcndous hclp to crow
trapping. cspccially if i t calls frctluently

Thc dccoy, aftcr l iving for scvcrrl days in the
confincd spacc of a crow trap, tcnds to become
dirty and bcdraggled, and its fcathcring may bc-
comc cxtrcmcly worn by frequent contact with
thc  nc t t ing .  In  r r l t l i t i r - rn  to  humani t r r r i ln  rcasons
it is sound sensc to replacc thc dccoy bird at
rcgular intervals. Howevcr, somc birds may tamc
to a remarkable dcgrcc atier bcing uscd as dc-
coys, scldom trying to escapc and living the l ifc
of a normal cage bird without dctrimcnt to health
or plumage. Such individuals of coursc arc worth
rctaining as permanent dccoys.

On this subjcct it is worth mcntioning that onc
of my collcagucs. Dr G. van Tcts. found that
placing a number of ping-pong balls in thc trap
provcd vcry attractivc to crows when hil was
trapping thcm on Mascclt air6cld. Thcsc inanimatc
'decoys' may have stimulatcd thc birds as if thcy
were cggs, a favourite item of their dict. China
or plastic 'dummy' eggs used in domestic poultry
larming, arc also clTcctivc attractrons.

Water: Crows drink a lot. Not onlv do thev
nccd lo  d r ink  scvcru l  l imc :  r  du) .  bu t  t i rey  l i ke  t i
dunk their food in water before cating it; they
a lso  appear  to 'h ide 'surp lus  food in  thc  bo t tom
of thc wrtcr container, and te bathe frequently.
These considerations and thc fact that larqc num-
bcrs ol birds may hc crught on rcd lctt ir days.
means that thc water container should be larse
cnough lo  supp ly  a l l  rcqu i remcn ls  and to  a l low-u
considerablc margin for evaporation during hot
wcather. Half a four-callon drum makcs an adc
quate trough and onc that is chcap, casy to clcan
and not readily upset. A thick branch projecting
from the water container allows thc birds to con-
tinue drinking as thc watcr level falls; it also
cnables a bird that falls in to climb out (see
F igure  lc ) .

The importance of water to crows mcans that
traps should bc checkcd at least twicc a week-
more oftcn in hot weather.

Perches: Pcrchcs not only provide places for
the birds to roost, but also keep thcm away from
thc funnel in thc crit ical moments before thev arc
grabbed and kccp the bait lrom becoming f6uled
with droppings, cspecially if there is a big catch.
The perches should run the full width of the trap
und he h.rl l way betwcen the roof and the ground:
they should be at least 12 inches from th€ sidcs
of thc trap to minimise damage to the feathcrs by
contact with the nettins.
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,  lh , .  e r rs ics l  w . l )  to  l i \  lhe  pr : rchcs  i \  lu  wcdA\ .
u lL ' r ) r  o  )c  n i l t tn I  i t t  c i l ch  (  d .  i .C . .  Cr r t  th , . .
I ro lc .  i r  l i n l (  on  th .  h , r rg  s idc .  n t r rch  the  ends  und
l r r rLL  lh . r r  i r r .  Howcr , . r .  i t  i .  ;q1 iy i1x [1c  1 , ,  , . i . .
forc!' thcse placcs sincc trappcd crows frequcntlv
( l \ \ (  h , ' f \  . r  n ( r \ ( ,Us .  t idg( t in t  111rp  on  rhe  p . r ih  , ,nd
rnr \  :  t , , \ l  \ ' ( ' r ) t tnu( r l t \  n to t i , ,n .  c .p ( ( iu l l )  i l  therc
rrc scvcral birt ls in thc trap, tcnds to break thc
ncltin-q whcrc thc polc bear\ down ilnd may ci[tsc
: r  l t r , l i . l r r r le  cnnugh t , r  ( {c i r l (  lh rou !h .  fh is  i \
.  \ l \ ( c i j ' l l \  l i kL  l r  t , '  l r . rpp ,  n  u  i lh  pcrmrrnenr  r r rp .
i rnd . th t ' \ r  n ) i r t i .  in 'n t  l i r :h twc igh t  r ) \ . l t in ! .  com-
r D (  ' ! r  l \  ( i r l l c L l  c h t c L c n  n c t t i n { .

Thc hopping pitttcrn dcsc;ibcd abovc and thc
I l c t  tha t  the  b i rds  a rc  l rcquent ly  in  contac t  w i th
l l l ! calcitscs. nlcitns that wilh timc thc pcrches
irchicvc quitc ir polish. ancl bcconrc tluitc siippcrv:
thcv  shot r ld  thcn  bc  rcp l l ccd .

.  Sh t ' l t c r :  Dcpend ing  on  lhc  t imc o f  ycar  t rnc l
. r tUJ l ron  l  thc  l rJp .  e ( ' l J  w inds  ar rcJ  h , , i  sun  c ln
Cau\ (  \e rer \ '  d t \ l re \ \  t r )  t rJpJTd Crow: \ .  In  \a in I . . r  th (
t r l l  s l r o u l d  h c  p l r r c e d  i n  t h t  l e e , ' l  s h e l t c r  j l  i t  i s
vailablc and if this docsn't makc thc trap to<r

Inconsptcuous i  in  w indy  weathcr  b i r ( l s  appcar
rcluctant.to plungc down thc funnel. A sack, .split
open ancl wired around onc corn!,r of thc tr;p,
wil l providc shcltcr in an exposcd site. Frcsh lcaiv
brlnchcs ovcr onc corncr of thc rool wil l l ikcwisi
pftrvirlc somc shaclc in suntnrcr and wil l hclp t()
diseuisc thc shapc of thc trap.

. Handling thc Trappcd Rirds
F r r \ t  ! r t c h  ) i ' u r  l r i r d :  l t  i .  q u i t c  r r n t i r z r r r I  h o w

e l r r i l ;  l i r u l  o r  f i v c  h i r t l .  t l r . . i z t , ' l  i l  c r o \  c J n
cvadc capturc ir a crow trap. This probablr
l l r r ! (h  . r tCC-oUnl \  I r \ r  thc  \ t r i t I | ! ( .  l r r r l l  o l  rVe l rpons
to l | l l ( t  In  I i t rn l ( r \  ( r  rv  t t i tp \  l r l  e r ' i . k . . t  h l r l s .

Platc 3. I-his trap is ready lor emptying; il thase birtls are lelt in lctr seyentl da)-.\ the lr.tit will lre(\,me
Ioulcd und unattective urul few more crorNs rrill enter.
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I  l t ,  .  I  t  r  . t  r  r  ,  t  I  i  ,  t  t  t  l l i r , l  I l t t t t t l t  r

discarticd goll irons. and cvcn r fairl l , ncw basc-
ball batl A nrotl if icd l lsherman s landing nct with
thc  pursc  shor tcncd to  l  dcp th  o f  l2  in .  savcs
h()th tinlc and tL'nlpcr: onc soon lcarns to lcavc
thc  sn l ts  rcmain ing  f rom wi rc  l v ing  on  thc  ou t
s idc  ( rvhcrc .  fo r  thc  b i rds  sakc ,  thcy  shou ld  be .
ln \w ) ) .  ! f  r  c t  i \  no t  av iL i la t r l c .  a  rv i rc  hook .
ruftcr thc stylc of a shcphcrd's crook and
rbout  5  l t  k rng .  sc rves  thc  \ rn re  p r l rpose.  bu t  i s
lcss  n ranocuvrab lc .

l )csp i tc  thc  d lggcr  I i kc  appcar rncc  o f  a  c row 's
l ) i l l .  i t  i \  vc r \  r i r rc l l  uscr l  in  a  th rL ls t ing  a t t i rck  (as
opposcd lo thc wll\ currawongs. Jlr-cper.t .tpl..
usc  lha i r  l ) i l l \ ) .  an( l  { lovcs  arc  unneccssar \  whcn
I r . r r r r l l i r r : . :  t l r e n r .  I h e r  r r r l l  . . i u . .  i l , r l r .  r r . r r i l l r  r l r .
{ , f l ( .1  i rnJ  t t  | l t l e |e . t .  h ( tw\ ' cn  th ( i r  m: rnd ih le i .  lnd
nr l \  cvcn  brcak  t l rc  sk in  as  thc i r  p inch ine  b i l l  i s
l l i l hdnrun l  usLra l l l  on lv  a  b lood b l i s tc r  rcsu l ts .
Ohv ious l l  thc  c i l s ics t  wa l '  to  hand lc  thc  b i rd
rluring l.rantl ine operilt ions is to put it in a bag.
lc ; rv in {  thc  fcc t  s t i ck i l tq  ou t .  Howcvcr .  onc  is  o f ten
hanr l l ing  a  l ( ) t  o l  b i rds  in  i r  day  and such a  ba t l
t \ ' . ' t , , r ) ( .  i r l ( r . i r . i l l r : l r  , . l i r t r  l r r r r l  i tnn l f i l ' i  t l  { )  ( l t l ; l
otht'r nrcthotls i l fc s()mctintcs uselul. As with mo5l
l ) i lnd inq .  two pcop lc  n t i rkc  I  bc t te r  job  o f  i t  than
onc anri thc problcnt of holdint scarccly uriscs.
Whcn i r  bant le r  i s  l k tnc  and ins idc  the  t rap ,  Jack
Hood s  mctho t l  o f  thnrs t inc  thc  b i rd 's  hcad in to
thc  nc t t ing .  b i l l  l i r s t .  rvh i l c  the  band is  pu t  on .
is  n ros l  c l lec t i vc  and is  c lcar lv  dcmonst ra tcd  in
thc ti lnr ' l l ircl-banrling in Airstrali i t '  nraclc br
('SlRO. Altcrnativell the bird may bc uraspccl
irr()und thc lcss with thc right hand and its hcad
pllrcctl bclrvccn thc bandcr's lcft uppcr arnr itncl
bod l .  rv i th  the  b i r t l  s  l i )don len  uppcrmost ;  thc
bird's legs and pr-imarics arc thcn trtnsfcrrcd to
the  lc l t  h i lnd .  Icav ing  thc  r igh t  h ln ( l  f rce  l i ) r
pu l l i l rg  on  thc  t rand.

eptetnher, 1961)

Finall!. thc banding ol ncstl ing crows is often
rcwarding, cspecially whcrc largc nunlbcrs ol
L i t t f c  Ravcns  K.  n te lk t r i ) ,  o r  L i t t l c  Crows ( ( .
henne i), brced, sincc' thcy usually ncst quitc closc
1() thc ground. Howcvcr, it should bc rcmcmbcrcd
that mortalit! in thc ncst is oftcn high and it is
advisablc to band only thosc ncstl ings which
hrvc thcir body fcathers showing (morc than
l5 da1,s nld). lt is imp(,rtant to be cspccially
carcful whcn rcntoving chicks Irom thc ncst bc-
causc  thcy  c l ing  tcn lc ious lv  to  thc  l in ins  and thc i r
young c laws arc  eas i l y  damagcd.

Thc f argcr 'crows 
. ( . corontit lt.s lntl ( ' .

r ) / - r -?1 ' i ' .  rcml in  in  thc  nes t  fo r  ubout  s ix  wccks
nntl ( ' . trrellori lor r l i tt lc ovcr f ivc wccks, whilc
C. bennetti nrry flcdgc i ls soon as 30 days aftcr
hiltching. To prcvcnt prematurc dcparturc fronr
thc ncst. ncstl ings should not bc bandcd within
a wcck of f ledging.
'  I  '  P ( l r h  (  h ( r h  l . i n  (  , . ,  , r .  o f  l [ r  A t r l l r i l i r n  (  h Q h l i \ t  1 9 2 6 r .
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