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For some years we have been conducting an investigation into
the behaviour and population biology of the Eastern Rozella (P/aly-
cercus eimius). In the early stages only CSIRO numbered bands were
used, but later colour bands were adopted for recognition of individuals
at the feeding trapping stations. In the spring of 1966 the method of
patagial tagging described by Veronica Parry ( 1967) was tried. These
three methods will be briefly cvaluated here.

In thc carly stages of thc study, very few rctraps
rcsulted despite the numbcr of birds banded and
it was thought that bands wcre being lost or
tukcn olT. To tc:'t t l t is. t*o and in some casls
thrce bands wcre placed on single birds, so that
an estimatc of the probabil ity of losing onc band
could bc obtained. The results are set out in
Tablc l. The samples of birds carrying alu-
minium. and both aluminium and moncl metal
bands. are not large enough to warrant inter-
pretation, while the sample for monel bands
suggests that the loss after eight months has a
probabil ity of about .003, and the loss after 24
nronths has l probabil ity of .01. The indicated
probabil ity of losing both bands is thus so low
that a correction is not worth calculatinq.

TABLE I
Ratc of loss of CSIRO metal lcg bands on

Eastcrn Rosellas.

Tlte Au.ytruliun Bird Ilander tune, I968

No. Bandcd
and Total No.

tsand Type Rccaptured Bands

No.
tsands
I-ost

2 A lumin ium 4  8
I Aluminium
I Moncl

+ 2 4 4 8
2 Moncl 148 296

0
3 * *

* Lost alter 3 months.
xx Lost after 8. 25 and 26 months.

Fig- l. The patagial tqg in the ght v,ing ol an Lostern Rosella.
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In ordcr to identify individuals at thc fecding
trapping ccntrcs birds wcrc banded on the
t ib io - ta rsus  u i th  a  ( 'S IRO band,  and wcrc  g ivc r l
colour bands on the tarso-mctatarsi. This method
of visual identif ication was quitc unsuitablc for
all localit ics cxcept those where a hide could be
placed closc to a regular fccding place. Morcovcr,
all of thc typcs of colour bands tried werc un-
satisfactory. The number lost or rcplaccd bc-
cause of farl ing or cracking is set out in Tablc 2.
It is clcar that aftcr twclvc months the ratc rises
stccply to about 20 percent. Even when rc-
capturc ratcs are high and idcntif ication by othcr
rrrcans is possiblc, this is cxtrcmcly inconvcnicnt.

TABLE 2
Ratc of loss of c()loured plastic leg bands on thc

Eastcrn Rosellas.

) . ro .  l ( ^ r  \ r )  los r  No to \ ta f tc r
N. .  Co lour  wr rh in  be tqeen 6  & l l  n ron lhs  or

l r rnJ .  U.c ( l  6 , r , )n lh \  12  nrcnrh \

l o t t  3  3  2 l

In the spring of 1966 wc werc informcd of
th .  p r r t r r r : i : r l  rnc thod o f  tagg ing  (Pr r ry  ncr .  com.  ) .
l l  $ i rs  t r i cd  rccord in !  lo  hcr  adv icc  l i ) r  E i r \ le rn
Roscllas. and for Calahs (Kakatoe rcrcircpil la).

Jurc ,  1968

The comncrcial patagial bands all r ippcd
through the patagiun of Eastern Rosellas so that
tags wcre lost and thc wings were danragecl.
Patagial bands madc of l ight stainless steel dsntal
wire failcd to kcep thc flag in place or pullcd
out of the patagium. Thc commercial patagial
bands were quite suitable for the (ialah l-.ecausc
the patagium is much larqcr lnd strongcr. How-
evcr, many Galahs chcw off the tag and band
conrpletely.

Finally it was decidcd to try wire bands which
go through the patagium and right areund the
wing, thc two cnds being twistcd togcthcr ncar
the trail ing cdgc. (Figurc 3). This mcthod does
not harm the bird if the wire loop is loose and
thcrc is ample clearancc betwccn musclc irnd wirc
on thc vcntrl l l  side. If this is not so, ntusclc
cxpansion and rubbing wil l cause thc wirc to
cut into thc wing musclc. (Figurc 2c.)

Whcn applying thc bands, thc sharpened end of
thc vcntral wirc (Figure 2a) is pierced through
thc patagium towards the distal end. of thc
radius-ulnar region of the wing (Figure 3b).
Then the ventral wire is brought back through thc
secondary fl ight feathers to the dorsal wirc and
thc two are twistcd tegcther tightly with the aid
of pliers. ' fhe 

loose ends must bc clipped off
as much as possiblc. In order to kcep adequate
space between thc vcntral wirc and the muscle,
the index finger can be placcd betwecn the wing
and wire. The twist in the middlc of the wire
stops the band sliding backwards. The pata.uium
stops it moving forwards.
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jn<lividuals tend to chew the tag but this has
not prcvcntcd idcntif ication so far.

Thc tags are in four colours - white. ycllow,
bluc. and orangc, and are marked with a lettcr
or numbcr paintcd on with black 'tcxta-color'
nrarkin-q pencil. ldcntif ication is possiblc up to
l(X) yards in rood light. and behaviour and social
! lr()upin{s can bc studied in detail in all phascs ol
cc()l()gy.
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President's Message
A principal function of thc Bird l landcrs'

Association oI Australia is ths publication of'l 
lta Au.strdiqn Bird Bander. For many bandcrs

workins in rclative isolation, this journal is oftcn
the only mcans of providing rcsular contact with
thc Association gencrally and of knowing what
othcr bandcrs are doing. and how. The journal
has shown rcnrarkablc protress during thc past
srx ycars rnd rccent volumes arc a crcdit to thc
small, dedicatcd group which looks after its
pub l ica t ion .

Plcasc hclp makc Tic Aurtrulian Bird Uantlat
sti l l  bcttcr by:

( l ) .  wr i t ing  up  thc  rcsu l ts  o t  your  band ing
activit ics, and submitting thcse for publication;

(2) hclping to increase thc nuntbcrs of mcnt-
bcrs of t ltc Associtt ion.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Thc lcttcr to mcmbcrs in Scptcmbcr I967 ad-

vised of thc proposed increasc in subscriptions
and this was approvcd by thc Annual Gencral
Mccting in January. The dctails are scr out on
t h_t back corcr. Subscriptionr are payable in
advance cnd are now overdue for 1968. lf vou
huve no t  a l rcady_pa id  thc  rmoun l  due.  y , ru r  c i r l y
rcmittancc would be aDDreciated.Mr J. Liddy. President, 1968.
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