The Australian

BIRD BANDER

An Analysis of Recoveries of Starlings
Banded at Riverside, Tasmania
JOHN LIDDY

Riverside is a semi-rural suburb, some two or three miles north

of the city of Launceston proper. The introduced European Starling
{Sturnus vulgaris) was systematically banded there between August
1960 and May 1963. The initial objective of the banding was to gather
migration data, but no distant recoveries cventuated. Considerable
information relating to the status and mortality of starlings
accumulated. and these data are presented below. Most of the banding
was done in the backyard at 45 Freeland Crescent, Riverside. 1 left

Tasmania in June 1963.

Status in the Launceston District

Around Launceston, starlings are numerous
and they breed freely. Nests are usually built in
the roofs of buildings, and some sites are used
year after year, Breeding is well synchronised and
most eggs appear to hatch during the second week
of October. The first flying young arc seen during
the last days of October or very early in Novems-
ber. On about the tenth day of November the bulk
of the juveniles bepin to feed on the ground with
the parents, and for the next two months
juveniles and adults were freely trapped.

Small flocks of from 20 to 100 birds form in
mid November, and as these build up in numbers,
they move out of the city area into the open
paddocks of the surrounding farming arcas.” By
late January comparatively few starlings frequent
suburbuan Launceston, and only odd birds were
trupped in the yard at that time. For some un-
known rcason, starlings become a little easier to
triap in April and May. Over the winter most
starlings are flocking in country arcas, and few
were trapped until the following breeding scason.

During the wutumn of 1963 a large roost formed
in blackberries and tea-trec on the western bank of
the Tamar River at Riverside. This was first noted
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in February, when it consisted of a few thousand
birds. The roosting flock buill up to a peak of
possibly 50,600 birds in mid-March, and then
quickly decreased in numbers. The birds did not
use the same bushes cach night, but occupied
various clumps of bushes over about 100 yards
of the river bank at different times. According to
local residents this roost has been used at irregular
intervals during the past ten years. 1 attempted
to mist net the remnants of this Alock on 6 April
1963, without success,

No dircet cvidence of double broods was
obtained. A few nests werc in usc until almost
Christmas, and a trickle of families of recently
ledged birds was trapped until late December.
It is not known if these represented late breeding,
repeat nesting due to carlier loss of eggs or
nestlings, or if they were genuine second broods.

Breeding in the country may be a little carlier
than in Launceston. In the Conara and Nilc
districts several flocks of about 50 juveniles were
seen on & November 19615 and many juveniles
were noted near Ross and Campbelltown on 3
November 1962, At these times only odd
juveniles would be seen at Launceston,

The numbers of starlings trapped and banded
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TABLE 1
Numbers of starlings banded each month,

&l = o & j 5 ' = Z

YeoMetr - F 0 0§ 8 2 & 8 B 5 B O G
1960/61 —* 6 4 6 8 71 20 2 14 10 17 —
1961/62 1 —* % 2 97 12 4 5 — | 27 )
1962763 2 —* | 3 140 89 39 —* 26 5 —*

3 years 3 6 5 11 320 172 63 7 14 37 49 6

* Traps not operated during month.

cach month in my backyard at Riverside over a
period of almost three years arc given in Table 1.
The totals do not include retraps.

Trapping and Baiting
Starlings werc caught in the backyard by
trupping in funnel entrance and drop traps, and
by occasional mist netting. In all, 693 starlings
were banded in the yard, distributed as follows:

Ground sited traps 634
Mist nets 55
Fell down house chimney 2
Nestlings 2

Starlings were attracted to the yard by a
plentiful supply of bread and other kitchen scraps.
They are voracious eaters, and a small flock will
quickly demolish large quantitics of soft bakery
products. They are relatively weak-billed however,
and rarely could manage larger pieces of meat
(raw or cooked) or other hard foods. Raw
minced meat was particularly favoured, but could
scldom be used as it also attracted cats and dogs.

Trapping was preferred to  mist netting,
mainly because the birds frequenting the yard
were much less disturbed.  Starlings do not
readily tangle in the standard 13 inch diagonal
mesh nets, and many escape. The larger 14 inch
diagonal mesh nets retain the birds better, but
they tend to become badly tangted.

Some starlings quickly become accustomed to
being trapped and handled. The best examples
were:

060-21723. Juvenile male banded 13.11.61.
Retrapped 25 times on 13 days to 6.12.61,
060-21749. Juvenile male banded 15.11.61.

Retrapped 17 times on 14 days to 16.12.61.
060-27729. Juvenile (unsexed) banded 26.11.62.

Retrapped 19 times on 7 days to 6.12.62.

These birds often returned to the traps within
minutes  of being released. On  frequent
occasions they were allowed to remain in the
traps for several hours, feeding and resting
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quietly. They never mastered the traps despite
the many hours spent in them. Other in-
dividuals, of course, quickly mastered all of the
traps, entering and leaving at will.

In November and December, 1962, 71 star-
lings were banded on a vacant allotment about
300 yards south of Freeland Crescent, Riverside;
these birds were netted as they came to drink
at an open scwerage tank.

In addition to the above, five nestlings and
one juvenile were banded clsewhere at River-
side, and eleven nestlings and one juvenile were
banded at other places in Launceston.

Time of Trapping

Traps were baited and set throughout the day,
as long as they could be kept under observation.
For a check period of ten months, from August,
1960 until May, 1961, the time of trapping was
noted. There is a natural bias against trapping
birds in the middle of the day, due to disturbance
from people, domestic pets and to drying clothes
flapping on lines. During the check period such
disturbances were minimal, and mist nets were

not used. The numbers of starlings trapped
throughout the day, including retraps, were:
Time Numbers  Percent
Trapped
5 am— 6 am. 7 2
6 am— 7 am. 53 20
7 am.— 8 am, 77 29
8 am— 9 am. 20 8
9 am.—10 am. 18 7
10 am.—I11 am. 10 4
11 am.—12 noon 15 6
12 noon— 1 p.m. 15 6
I pm.— 2 pm. 9 3
2 pm— 3 p.m. 3 1
3 pm— 4 p.m. 9 3
4 pm— 5 pm. 17 6
after 5 p.m. 12 S
265 100
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H. F. Thomas (1957) studied the feeding habits
of starlings at Mildura, Victoria, and could
show no particular peak feeding period. At
Riverside, feeding was always far more intense
during the carly morning, and it is felt that the
above tabulation supports this statement.  After
about § a.m. trapping success fell markedly, but
odd birds were taken throughout the morning.
Few birds were trapped during the early after-
noon. A slight revival of feeding intensity in the
late afternoon is reflected in the increase in the
numbers of birds trapped after 4 p.m.

Ageing and Sexing

Whenever possible the starlings were aged and
sexed, using data given by R. K. Cornwallis and
A. E. Smith (1960). These data have since
been revised (Davis 1964). In late autumn, as
the juveniles lost their brown feathers, 1 found
it very difficult, and somctimes impossible, to
distinguish between adults and birds of the year,
Use of skull ossificution would have helped, but
I was unawarc of this technique at the time.

Juvenile birds with intermediate type iris
could not be sexed. The only bird originally
noted with intermediate type iris and which was
later trupped in breeding plumage was a male.
It is my opinion that most juvenile starlings with
intermediate type iris are males, but apart from
the one retrap mentioned above, 1 have no data
to substantiatc this. [t could be a worthwhile
project to determine this by repeated retrappings,
if any bander is in a position to do so.

Sex Ratio

Thomas (p. 333) sampled starlings throughout
the year at Mildura, Victoria. Of the birds
dissccted. he found 60 percent males and 40 per-
cent females.  This preponderance of males is
apparcently usual in other parts of the world.
Thomas does not specify how he collected his
birds, but it is assumed that most came from
feeding flocks.

Of the adults sexed at Riverside, 67 were
males and 63 were females. Most adults were
trapped during the breeding scason, or shortly
afterwards. In these circumstances it is reason-
able to expeet roughly equal numbers of cach
sex from the breeding pairs in the area to feed
in the yard, and thus be trapped. There were
still sizeable flocks of starlings in the country-
side around Launceston at the height of the
breeding season, and it is assumed that these
flocks consisted mainly of non-breeding males if
males do, in fact, outnumber females in the
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Launceston area. It would be of .intcrcst to
sample these flocks to check this point.  Again
if males do outnumber females in northern

Tasmania, it would be a worthwhile study to
determine whether this arises from an imbalance
of the sexes at fledging, or from higher mortality
of females. Examination of my recovery data
does not indicate a higher mortality of females,
but the data are possibly too few to be significant.
The time interval between banding and death of
juvenile starlings was:

Elapsed Time Number of Birds

{months) Males Females
L.css than | 3 5
l— 2 2 ]
2— 3 - 2
8—I11 I 4
2223 - 2
6 [4

A similar comparison of the inrerval between
banding and decath of adults does not indicate
that males survive betier than do females.

Elapsed Time Number of Birds

{months) Males Females
less than | ] -
— 2 - ]
5— 7 I 2
9—12 2 -
17—18 — 2
35—59 1 2
5 7

No useful purpose is achieved by attempting
to determine the male/female ratio of the
juveniles banded, as so many of these were not
sexed. Twelve juveniles were fater retrapped as
adults: six were males, and six were females: it
is unlikely that this ratio has any particular
significance, as these twelve birds may merely
represent replacement of equal numbers of former
breeding adults which had died during the year,
Alternatively it may mecan a return to a known
feeding place.

Retraps

Of the 782 birds banded, 145 (18.5 percent)
were retrapped a total of 238 times. Many birds
were retrapped soon after banding but were not
seen again. Thus of the 145 birds retrapped, 83
were retrapped within a month of banding but
not thercafter. Initially it was thought that this
relatively low retrapping rate was duc primarily
to post-breeding dispersion, but from mortality
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data derived later, it is obvious that the very
high mortality of birds of all ages during
November and Dccember was also & major
factor.

Of the birds retrapped, 109 were retrapped
once, 17 were retrapped twice, 10 were re-
trapped three times, 3 were retrapped four times,
2 were retrapped five times, and onc was re-
trapped cach of 7. 10, 13 and 14 times.

All birds retrapped four or more times were
juveniles, and all of these multiple retrappings
occurred during the months of November and
December in the year of fledging.

Of adults banded during, or just after, the
breeding scason, eight males and four females
were retrapped  during the following breeding

scason, and one female was  retrapped  two
scasons later. Nine birds banded as juveniles
were  retrapped  during  subsequent  breeding

seasons: six were females and three were males.
It is probuble that these returns to the arca dur-
g later breeding scasons represent the return
of birds to breed in the arca where they were
born or had previously bred; or it may only
mean a return to a known feeding station.

Recoveries

To date, 63 recoveries have been notified from
782 starlings bunded. The recovery rate is thus
slightly over eight percent.

Details of all recoveries are given in the
Appendix, Distance between the place of band-
ing and rccovery is given only if this exceeds
five miles.  All recoveries within a mile of the
banding place have been listed as ‘Riverside’,
irrespective of the actual suburb concerned. Re-
coveries within Launceston and suburbs, between
one and five miles from the banding place, are
listed as "Launceston’,

Three recoveries were reported from  Perth,
Evandale and Bilston respectively; these ure
small, rural towns, all within ten miles of the
suburbs  of  Launceston.  Only one  bird,
060-27665. was recovered away from  towns.
Most  starlings feed and flock” in the open
countryside during the autumn and winter, but
there arc only these few recoveries to sub-
stantiate this, Either starlings have a very low
mortality rate during this period, or too few
people are in a position to note and report re-
coveries in the countryside during the autumn-
winter period. Within my very limited experience,
mortality did appear to be low at this time; the
only predators likely to affect starlings to any
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cxtent would be humans and cats. and these
appear to be of minor account in the country
in the autumn and winter.

It has often been noted that banding re-
coveries reflect the distribution of hunters, In
the present case the recoveries of the starlings
appear to mcasure the distribution of human
population around Launceston, rather than any
facct of the distribution of the starlings. Thus
59 of the 63 recoveries occurred cither within
a milc of the banding place, or towards the
general south-cast which is covered by the city
and suburbs of Launceston.

Mortality Estimated from Banding Recoveries

Mortality rates of the starlings will be dis-
cussed in more detail in a subsequent paper, as
further recoveries may eventuate.

Prehiminary  analysis of the recovery data
indicates that approximately half of all fledglings
dic before the end of the year in which they
fledge, i.c., within two months of fledging. There
is then consistent and relatively heavy mortality
of juvenile starlings during the remainder of the
first year of life, and about 40 percent of the
juveniles surviving past the end of December die
during the next nine months.  Thereafter the
annual  mortality rate of the adult starlings
appears to be about 50 percent.

Causes of Death

A cause of death was specified in 36 (57 per-
cent) of the 63 recoverics reported.  Untruthful
infermation is sometimes given by members of the
public when returning bands from birds killed.
While I was in Tasmania, five bands were re-
turned to the banding oftice with the information
that the birds had been rcleased alive and
healthy, without the bands. Personal checking
disclosed that all five birds had been shot. It
is therefore probable that two other recoveries.
060-27506 and 060-21644. returned in a simitar
manner also refer to birds which had been killed
by shooting or trapping, but this has not been
assumed. Somc birds are killed and deliberately
not reported. 1 know of one youth who shot
startings for ‘sport” near Riverside. He had four
bands in latc 1961, but T was not able to obtain
the band numbers, It is certain that some bands
arc not reported through fear of possible
COMSEQUENCES.

The causes of death of birds of several age
groups are shown in Table 2; in a few cases,
ncorrect data reported to the banding office have
been corrected.
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TABLE 2

Reported causes of death, and age distribution for cach cause.

Cuuse Total

Killed by traps = . . 11
Shot
Killed by cats
Drowned
injured . o
Flew into window
Leg caught in fence
Found dying T
Found behind house chimney
Total

No age at death c¢an be attributed to
060-21438, found long dead behind a chimney.

Table 3 shows the cause of death by month
of recovery.

———— 1D DSOS
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TABLE 3

Monthly distribution of deaths from various cuiuses,

Cﬁéc of Death

Month Total Trap Shot Cat  Other
November 16 8 1 3 4
Deeember 15 1 4 10
January 3 1 1 ]
February 4 2 2
March | 1
April 1 l

May I 1
June q 4
July 2 | 1
August 4 1 3
September 3 1 2

October 7 1 6
Total 6l 11 9 8 33

This table clearly shows the high mortality of
starlings during November and December, and
morc than half (31 of 61) of all deaths occurred
during these two months. There is comparatively
low reported mortality during the autumn, pos-
sibly because the birds are flocking in  the
countryside, where deaths are less likely to be
reported.  This is followed by relatively high
mortality during the winter-spring months.” There
is heavy mortality of adult starlings in October;
recovery data for these birds are minimal, and
no real assessment of the manncr of deaths is
possible. However there is little doubt that many
of these deaths resulted from the starlings breed-
ing in and ncar occupicd dwellings.

Age al Death: months after fledging

31

Less 2-12 12-24 More
than 2 than 24
1 2 5 3

3 4 2

2 4 2

2

i 1

1

1

1

11 10 10 4
Killed by traps

Fledglings cmerge at about the time of
ripening of various berries and soft fruits.

Around Launceston many starlings and Black-
birds (Turdus merula) arc killed in home
orchards by rat and rabbit traps sited on poles.
Traps killed cight adult starlings, but only threc
in their first year of life. Nine of the eleven
birds were trapped in November and December,
and cight of these ninc birds were adults. These
data indicate significant diffcrences in the be-
haviour of juvenile and adult starlings during
November and December. At this  stage
juveniles possibly feed mostly on animal life
taken on the ground, and fruit-eating may be
a habit acquired later. Certainly the juveniles
avoid the poles on which the traps are set.
Many juveniles do visit home orchards, as is
shown by the numbers shot and by personal
observation, but no note was made as to whether
they basically frequented the trees or the ground.

The terms ‘caught’, “captured’ or ‘trapped’, as
used when returning starling or blackbird bands
from Tusmania, arc cuphemisms for reporting
birds caught in rat or rabbit traps.

Shot

Many starlings arc shot in home orchards
around Launceston during the summer, and six
of the nine shot birds were killed between late
November and January. All birds reported as
shot had fledged less than 13 months when
killed. This apparent immunity of older starlings
is difficult to explain; one possibility is greater
cxperience on the part of the older birds, but
this is not altogether convincing.

The differences in age distribution of shot and
trapped starlings only emerged during analysis
of recoveries after [ left Tasmania, and it has
not been possible to investigate this further.



The Australian Bird Bander

Killed by cats

Eight starlings were reported killed by cats.
All had fledged !ess than 15 months, and this
indicates that cats take mostly inexperienced
birds.

Miscellancous

Two starlings were drowned in an  open
sewerage tank where many starlings drink during
the summer months. One was killed when it was
flushed from a feeding flock by a car, and flew
into a window. These three birds were fledged
less than two months at death, and inexperience
wus possibly a major factor in these deaths. One
juvenile was found apparently exhausted and it
died the following day. No information is avail-
able concerning the injuries of two birds which
were caught by hand; it can be assumed that
these birds died, as any injured starling would
soon be killed by a cat in suburban Launceston.

One bird was found long dead behind a chim-
ney during house renovations. Because starlings
nest in the roofs of buildings, it is not uncommon
for them to fall down chimneys, and two fell
down my chimney. Most chimneys are of solid
brick construction and birds falling down such
chimneys would normally cnter a room. This
bird found dead must represent a comparatively
rIre Occurrence.

One starling was found dead with its leg
caught in a paling fence. A closely-set paling
fecnce, with perhaps i-1 inch between palings,
is the most usual fence in Launceston. However
this method of death appears to be a very rare
cvent.

Movements

The initial object of banding starlings at River-
side was to determine the possibility of migratory
movement. No such movement eventuated, all
recoverics being within 13 miles of the banding
place. Distances between the banding place and
the place of recovery were:

Within one mile 38
Between one and five miles 21
Between five and 13 miles 4

A number of rccoveries of starlings has been
reported in the Recovery Round-up section of
The Australion Bird Bander. Thus starling 060-
09022, banded as a juventle near Melbourne on
10 December 1963 by Mrs P. N. Reilly, and
found dead cight miles away on 23 May 1965
{Aust. Bird Bander, 3:77) is similar to the four
recoverics at Riverside which were recovered
between five and thirteen miles from the banding
place.

June, 1968

32

Records of recoveries of Tasmanian starlings
banded by R. H. Green, as published in several
issues of this Journal, tequire clarification. These
recoveries were recorded as follows:

Band Reported Date ol Place of  Date of  Distance and

number  banding place  banding  recovery TECOVErY direction
060-

164290)  Launceston 4564 Oatlands 22,1164 60 miles §
1eii 10l P aunceston 3.50.64  Jericha Oct. 64 66 miles §
16174001 | aunceston 4.5.64 Oatlands 270 7.65 60 miiles S
173871y) Faeter A564 0 Oatlands 260 265 71 niles S5E
174650v) Dxeter 4.5.64 Oatlands 31165 71 miles 88
244942(vi)  Eacter 35.64  Oatlands 12, 1066 72 miles S8
i & ii See Recovery Round-up, 3:37.

ili & v See Recovery Round-up, 4:19.
v Sce Recovery Round-up, 4:42,
vi See Recovery Round-up, 5018

These starlings were all trapped at Oatlands
on 3-5 May 1964, and were transported to
cither Launceston or Exeter for release on the
day after trapping; this is clearly stated by Green
(1965). These records then refer to birds return-
ing to the place of capture, after transportation.
and not to a movement in the generally accepted
sense. As published, these records are incom-
plete and misleading.

Starling (360-06529, banded as a juvenile by
Thomas at Koorlong, Victoria on 7 December
1960 was found dead about 1 April 1966, some
eight miles away {Recovery Round-up, 5:90),
This starling showed only meoderatc movement,
but the period between banding and recovery, at
nearly 64 months, is the longest recorded to date
for a sturling in Australia,

The cnigma of starling recoveries in Australia
is 060-09334, banded by Green at Antill Ponds,
Tasmania on 12 September 1959, and shot in
Brisbane, Queensland on 11 October 1959, some
[,0B0O miles to the north-cast, and only 29 days
after banding (Hitchcock 1961). The band was
returned, so that the possibility of a misrcad
number is excluded, and there is apparently no
reason why the recovery, as stated, should not be
accepted. The only comment made to date con-
cerning this recovery was made as a footnote
accompanying the report of the recovery; *This
remarkable recovery is the first evidence that
starlings migrate between Tasmania and the main-
land, and suggests that those born in lower
latitudes may winter further south’.

Such off-scason movements would indeed be
remarkable, but it is suggested that the possibility
of such movements be accepted with reservations
until confirmed. There arc two possibilitics which
appear at least as likely:

(1) human transportation of either the band or
the banded bird, for a practical joke.



The Australian Bird Bander
(2) shock migration. The Report No. 43 of the
Ottenby Bird Station, Sweden (reviewed in Bird-
Bunding, 37:128) lists a Blackcap (Sylvia atrica-
pillus) which flew north-west instead of south-
cust, and was recovered dead in Norway 37 days
after banding, The same was noted in 1961
when a Redwing (Turdus musicus), banded in
November, was found dead in Norway during the
following February. This kind of reverse migra-
tion is thought to derive from shock. It is possible
thut the movement of starling 060-09334 may
have been due to shock and not to a normal
movencent,

Summary

Starlings were systematically banded at River-
side, Tasmania between August 1960 and May
1963, The bulk of the young fledge on about the
tenth day of November, and adult and juveniles
are rcadily trapped between this date and the
end of December. Starlings fed most intensively in
the carly morning, and over a check period of
about 10 months over half of all birds were
trapped  before 8 a.m. Approximately equal
numbers of male and female adult starlings were
handled, in contradiction to a 60:4{) malc/female
ratio found at Mildura, Victoria by Thomas.
Some 18 percent of the birds were retrapped, but
most retraps were short term retraps of little
stgnificance. Some juveniles gave multiple re-
trappings over a period of four to six weeks after
fledging.

To date 63 of the 693 starlings have been
recovered: 39 of these recoveries eventuated
within a mile of the banding place, or from the
arca covered by Launceston and suburbs within
five miles south-east of the banding area. Pre-
liminary analysis of the recovery data indicates
that about half of the fledglings die within two
months of fledging, and that annual mortality of
adults is about 30 percent.

A causc of death was reported for 36 of the
recoveries. Over half of all deaths (31 of 61) were
reported for the months of November and Dec-
ember. Trapping (mostly adults), shooting (mostly
juveniles) and cats (mostly juveniles) are the com-
monly reported causes of death.

The longest movement of any starling was 13
miles. Movements of starlings banded by other
persons are discussed, and attention is drawn to
the misleading recording of the movement of
several starlings in Tasmania due to transportation
before release.
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APPENIDIX
Recoverics of Starlings

Band Banding Data Date Place and Method

number: Age  Sex Date Teeovereyd of recovery

160-

214 A 22, K.el 912,66 Riverside. Shot.

1429 A M N.11.60 14.11.61 Riverside. Rubhit trup,

21471 I K.1].60 4.12 60 Riverside. Shot,

21433 J 11,60 15. Lal Riverside. Cat.

RERRY 1 9.11.60 14. 2.63 L aunceston., Behind
chimney. long dead.

21467 1 F 15.11.60 2. W66 Launceston. 5 miiles
S.E. Cat.

21473 Bl M 17.11.60 cid ol Riverside, Dead.

21487 A F 22.11.60 L1065 Riverside. 1ead.

2144) 1 M 2311.60 dan. 61 Riverside.  Shot or
found dead.

214452 A M 2311640 9.12.60 Riverside. Shot.

21510 A 291160 10.12.60 Riverside. Found dead

21515 1 M 7.12.60 —. 1.61 Riverside. Tound dead.
or shot.

21544 I 26.i2.60 27.12.63 Perth, 11 miles SSE.
Dead.

21540 I K 26.12.60 27.10.62 lLauneeston, Tlead.

215851 A M 27.12 .60 14.11.61 Riverside, Rabhit trap.

21559 I 1- N.12.60 2.6l Riverside Dead,

21586 J F 31el 29.11.61 I aunceston, Trap.

21598 A M il L.al cl4.11.61 Riverside.Rabhit  trap.

21615 1 M 22, 36l 23. 4.61 lLaunceston. ‘Caught'.

21617 A T 26, 1.41 14.11.61 Riverside. Rabbit trap.

21624 1 F 1. 4.61 24, 6.61 Launceston. Pead.

21633 IS4l 17, 6.62 Launceston, Dead.

21639 I" I 5.61 31162 Riverside. Cat.

21644 I 22 561 25 1ML 62 I'vandale. 13 miles SF,
Stated “alive’:
band returned,

21713 ] 10,1161 25.10.62 Riverside, Cat,

20720 1 I 13.11.61 cd 14,63 Riverside. TInjured.

21722 J f RN 20.11.61 Riverside. Rat trap.

21730 A M 1311161 1. 561 Riverside. Dead.

21744 ) i4.11.61 16.11.61 Riverside. Cat,

21759 I b 15.11.61 2.12.61 Launceston. Shot,
eating raspherries.

21362 1 F 15.11.61 25.11.61 Riverside, Shot.

21773 1 1%.11.61 23.11.61 1. avneeston. Found ex-

hausted and dying.
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21774 1 F 19,1061 2l 11.61 Riverside, Cat.

217586 L M 20.11.61 18.12.64 Launcestan. Rat trap.

MERT 1 I [62 22,962 Riverside. Shot.

275000 M 3562 5.12.63 Riverside. No deails:
band returned.

27506 A 1 25 6.62 12, K.62 Riverside. Stated
‘alive”; band returned.

27544 p 351062 23, 863 [ aungeston, Dead.

27576 I 12.11.62 29, 6.63 Launceston. Dead.

27591 ! 13.11.62 ¢19.10.64 Launceston, Released
alive with hand.

27600 ] 13.11.62 eli 1164 Launceston. Trap.

2622 ] t 15.11.62 28, 9.63 Riverside. Shot.

27627 ¥ 14.11.62 11.12.62 Riverside. Bead.

27640 ] 16.11.62 27,1162 Riverside. Dead,

27648 I 16.11.62 12.7.64 Launceston. Dead,

27662 I ¥ 17.11.62 31262 Iﬂ,aunccslun. Unable to
¥,

27668 1 F 17.11.62 13, 2.63 6 miles cast of laun-
ceston. B miles E.
Dead.

27676 J 18.11.62 241162 Riverside. Dead.

June, 1968
27690 1 F 191162 [2. 244 Dilston. 6 miles NNW.
Cat.
277046 J M 19.11.62 21262 Riverside, Drowned.
2HIT I 21.11,62 T 963 Riverside. "Captured'.
27723 il 24.11.62 el Riverside. Drowned.
27147 J 27.11.62 3.11.64 Riverside. ‘Caught’.
277487 J JE1L62 21202 Riverside. Flew into
window.
27800 J 12.12.62 31. 7.63 l.zuncestan. Shot,
39445 A I 22.12.62 9. 6.63 [ aunceston. Dead.
39464 I 24.12.62 7. 363 | aunceston. Idead.
39494 1 17.12.62 231263 Riverside. LDead.
4TO0% I ILZe2 211283 Riverside. leg caught
in fence.
47054 J 250 1.63 12, 2.63 T aunceston. Cat.
470392 16. 4.63 1. %.63 Riverside. Dead,
47413 & 28, 4.63 200 Z.66 Riverside. No dcails:
band returned.
47422 1. 5.63 19.10.64 Launceston. Dead,

*27544 banded at launceston, All others banded at Riverside.

c=circa.

OLD SILVEREYES?

Of 181 Eastern Silvereyes (Zosrerops lateralis)
bunded as adults between 3 February, 1959 and
26 July 1961, five birds {2.75 percent) are known
to have survived for more than six years since
banding. During the period each of these has
been individually colour-banded as part of three
random samplings of 30 birds each at three-
year intervals.  Retrap figures are relatively low,
as unnecessary retrapping of the individually
colour-marked birds is avoided by use of a
manually operated trap.

Sighting and retrap details of the five birds
are set out below:
o
L3 8 i Y
¥E E £ = £
- ‘*E b ﬁﬂl -1 w o
£ = St =B 55 g
N 83 7% 2% =3 4% 23
010-04165 13.6.59 11 24.12.67 102 253.68 105
010-04190  9.12.59 6 24,12.67 96 6.4.68 99
010-14911 3.2.60 8 20.9.67 91 16.10.67 92
10-14949  10.5.60 6 27.12.67 91 12.2.68 92
010-20311  26.7.61 6 26.12.67 77 1.1.68 77

{MissY} J. B. Bradley,
46 Huka Rd,
Mosman, N.S.W.
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Turnstone Origin

Details of an unusually marked and
ringed Turnstone (Arenaria interpres)
were reported in the previous issue of this
Journal (Vol. 6, No. 1, p. 16).

In a letter to the Hon. Editor dated 8 March
1968, Mr Max C. Thompson (Winficld, Kansas,
U.8.A.) reports the origin of this bird.

“l received yesterday, a copy of your letter
of 20 February to Mr Bergstrom. [ was de-
lighted with what I read. There is no doubt
that the Ruddy Turnstonec you observed was
banded (or was a return) by me on St George
Island, Pribilof Islands, Alaska, in August. 1967,
[ painted the rumps with International orange
{which fades to a pink colour and put a green
streamer on the left leg. This turnstone was
one of 16,000 we have banded in the past four
years. We were indeed lucky to obtain this
sighting.  Although it would have been nice to
have had the band number, the combination of
the paint and streamer leaves no doubt that we
banded the bird.

“You might be interested to know that we
had a Bar-tailed Godwit picked up in New Zca-
land. It was one of 100 we had banded on
St George Island, Pribilof Islands, Alaska in
1966.

“I want to thank you again for the informa-
tion. If you hear of any other colour marked
shorebirds, they may be ours.”

St George Island is in the Bering Sea (56°
34’ N. Lat., 169° 31" W. Long.) and the sighting
near Sydney represents a movement of about
7,500 miles SSW from the banding place.



