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Grey-headed Honeveater (Meliphagu Leatlandi)

{a) 020-78071. Banded by A. T. Brennan ar Leichhardt
River near Mount Isa, QId on 28 Jan. 67. Retrapped
by R. K. Carruthers ar Mica Creeh Springs. Qld on
14 Oct. 67. 3 miles SW.

(b} 021-09491. Banded by W. Horton at Sybeila Creck
near Mount isa. Qld on 23 Qect. 66, Retrapped by
R. K. Carrathers at Mica Creek Springs, Qid on 21
O 670 4 miles N

Yellow-fronted Honeyeater (Meliphaga plnida)

020-65921. Banded by W. Horton at $tone Axe Creek
nzar Mount Isa, Qld on 22 Sept. 63. Retrapped at
banding place by K. K. Carruthers on 8 Oct. 67 over
4 years later.

White-plumed Honeveater (Meliphaga penicillata)

020.84069. Banded by R. K. Carruthers at Mica Creek
Springs near Mount s, Qld on 11 Apr. 4. Re-
trapped at Stone Axe Cregk, Qld on 23 Apr. 67. 20
miles NNE.

New Holland Honeveater (Meliornis
novaehaollandiae )

031-09615, Adult banded by M. H. Walerman near
Clarendon. 5.A. on & Nov. 85, Found dead at Beau-
mont, S.A. on 22 Aug, 670 11 miles N.
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Red Wattle-bird 1 Anthochaery caruncututa:

D70-17416, Aduit banded by D. M. Cornish near Berri,
S.A on 6 Sept. 66. Found dead at Hazelwood Park.
S.AC on 285 July 67 118 miles WSW,

Double-bur Finch ¢ Sreganoplenra bichenovii)

DLO-20218, Banded by A T. Brennan at Stone Axe Creek
nzir Mount Isa. Qld on 3t Muav 63, Retrapped at
Fanding place by R. K. Carruthers on 9 Oct. 67 over
4 years 4 months after handing,

Pied Currawong (Srrepera gracidinag)

U90-353959, Adult funded by I. E. Walsh ar Mittagong.
NSW. on 28 Julv A2 Found deaxd at Noorinbee
North, Cann River, Vic. on 28 Aug. 670 228 miles
SSW. {This is the longest recovery vet for this
specizg i

Black-backed Magpie (Gymnaorhing tibicen;

tal 090-00635 Adulr handed by Dr R, Carrick ar “Gun-
gahlin. Canberza, ACT. on 20 Tuly 35, Found dead
at band.ng place en 9 Fuly 67, nearly !2 vears aflter
banding.

th1 090-31245, Immature banded by Dr R, Carrick at
‘Gungahlin®, A.CT. on 23 Mav &1, "Caught in rahhit
irap and had to be destroyved” siv miles west of Hail,
ACT. on 28 Sept. 67, 9 miles WNW.

Flock Habits of
Brown-headed Honeyeaters

Gregariousness 18 more developed in
Brown-headed Honeyeaters (Melithreptus
brevirostris) than in some other members
of the family Meliphagidac. The core of
the flocks of this species appear to be com-
posed of family groups which, in the
autumn, are enlarged by the aggregation
of other family units.

With Brown-headed Honeyeaters and with
some other species also, individuals other than
the parent birds may feed nestlings, as mentioned
by Dr Klaus Immelmann (1961). It is of interest
in this connection that flocks of Brown-headed
Honeyeaters usually include a number of im-
mature individuals. Some of the flocks in the
South Australian Mallee may comprise nearly 20
individuals.

On 24 August 1963, M. H. Waterman and R.
M. Gibbs mist netted and banded nine birds of
the species apparently belonging to a single flock.
about thrce miles south-west of Bower, South
Australia. Six of these birds were retrapped by
me half a mile from the banding place on 7 Sep-
tember 1967, over four years after banding. (Sce

Recovery Round-up. p. 20.) They were in a flock
of 15 individuals mist netted together. Four 1020-
53358 to 020-53361) were banded by Waterman,
and the first-mentioned bird was immature when
banded. Two (020-48978 and 020-18980) were
banded by Gibbs,

It is noteworthy that the six birds concerned
were together after more than four vears, and it
scems possible that they mav have remained
members of the cne flock throughout that period.
Constancy in flocks has already been established
in a small passerine species. the Striated Thorn-
bill {Acanthiza lineata). according to Wilson
{1965) and Reilly (1967). Banding holds the key
to a store of new and exciting knowledge of the
flocking behaviour of certain honeyeaters as well
as some other small passerine birds.
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