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Golden-backed Honeyeaters

Elsewhere in this issue Erhard Boehm has com-
mented on the constancy of association amongst
Brown-headed Honcyeaters (Melithreptus breviro-
stris). Banding at Mount [sa, Qld has given some
siight evidence of a similar constancy of associa-
tion in another member of the same genus, the
Golden-backed Honeyeater (M. laetior) which
appears to associate 1 small groups of four to
six birds,

There is cvidence of marked group lovalty, and
when any bird of a group is captured, the re-
mainder will answer the distress calls and con-
gregate In the area scolding and swooping in
attempts to assist the captured bird. This often
makes it possible to net a number of birds from
any group if a capiured bird is held in a strategic
position in amongst a group of nets,

This technique has resulied in several interest-
ing sets of retraps which point to a degree of
constancy of association amongst some birds at
feast In the groups. The details are as follow: —

On 18 October 1964 a group of five Golden-
backed Honcyeaters was caught at Stone Axe
Creek. Mount Isa. The group included one (030-

61803) which had been banded bv Bill Horton
at Stonc Axe Creck on 14 July 1963, (See Re-
covery Round-up p. 20,

On 1 October 1967 two of the group caught
on. I8 October 1964 were retrapped together by
me at the banding placc. These two (030-61803
and 030-79462) were accompanied by a juvenile
and appcared to be paired.

Again at Spear Creck. Mount Isa, on 18 March
1967 a group of four Golden-backed Honeyeaters
was caught. The group contained one retrap (030-
80654) banded by me at Spear Creek on 5 Sep-
tember 1965. The other three birds were banded
with the series 030-80668 to 030-80670.

On 3 September 1967 two of the carlicr group
(030-80668 and 030-80669) were retrapped at
the banding place. Two other birds which scolded
and circled the nets, were seen to be banded.
Unfortunately they could not be cnticed into a
net.

R. K. 1Sam) Carruthers,
97 Oban Roud.
Mounr Isa. Qid.
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List of Approved Projects (Continued)

174 AREA SURVEY: Movements. life histories.
Whipstick Scrub. Bendigo, Vie.
J. C. Ipsen. 15 Smith Strect, Bendigo, Vic.

175 HOUSE SPARROW: Habits, movements.
Willatra, Vic.
Rev. C. (G, Burtl. Scots Manse, Warranooke Street,
Willaura, Vic,
76 WHITE-FRONTED CHAT: Populations, habits,
movements.
Willaura, Vie.
Rev. C. G. Burtt, Scots Manse, Warranooke Street.
Willaura. Vic.

177 AREA SURVEY: Seasonal movements,  status,
longevity.
Wail Nurserv. Dimboola, Vie.
W. G, Middleton. 81 Wimmera Strect, Dimboola,
i,
s GARDEN SPECIES: Movements, mortadity, fon-
gevity.
Balwvn, Vig
O N, Gove. & Henlev Streer. Balwvn, Vic

179, AREA SURVEY: Seasonal staius. MHOVEments,
longevity, life histories.
Capalaba, QIld.
B. Morgan, Fastwood Street. Belmont. Q18
180. GARDEN SPECIES; Ececlogy. movements,
Perth, W A,
R. H. Stranger. 8 Hooper Street. West Perth, WA,
I81. AREA SURVEY; Seasonal movements., life his-
tories, plumages.
You-Yangs, Vic.
R. G. Mackenzie, 1 Sommers Street, Belmonn Vi,
182, HAWKS: Plumage. size and weight changes
Geclong, Vic.
R. G. Mackenzie. 1 Sommers Street, Beimont, Vie,
183, WHITE-PLUMED HONEYEATER: 1.ife history,
Wantirna South, Vic.
D. I. Noonan, Axford Road, Wantirna South. Vie
184, PIEI} HONEYEATER: Breeding biologs. food
and feeding habils, plumage. moulr.
Central Australia,
D. A_,I_Slewarl. Welfure Department. Alice Springs.,
NT.




