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Further Notes On White-backed Swallow-s
And Rainborv'birds

M. H. WATERMAN AND L' C' LLEWEI-I-\ ' I\

Projccts are beinS carried out by thc authors on .\\'hite-backed
Swallowi (Clzrranoe(4 !eu(:ostetna) end Rainbow-bilds (M(rol'r

;;;;;;r i ;;t Gawler, South Australia, and in thc vjcinitv. of

Nui.und"tr, Ncw South Wales. Additional intercsting obscrvatrons

al-e recorded.

ln thc South Australidn projcct arca both
soccies of birds burrow dnd colonise lhe rather
. i . e n  . r , , t t  b d n r .  J l o n ! ' o n r  o i  r l  . " u n ' r )
r ! . j  ln  JJdruJ- ,  rn RJi ' lb ' \v 'b  rL l \  o .cz ' roni r l )
r " ' , " r ,  i .  ' l ' e '  \ . n l '  A r  N a r r , n d e  r h (  R r i r '

1 , . , s  b i r , l .  l r ( . r , r . n l  . i n . . . r  l , a b r r J I '  b u (  h c  W h i l e

, 1 \ r  r J  \ $  . l . q  r r '  r c r  r  r .  c  i n  r l e  l - - n  i l o n !

i t i . l  r t . - . , " ' r l r , . ' ;  l  Ri \J ,  a lu 'e ld 'm n ' " '  i lor ' ts
r  ,p  , .  J \ .  l r .e  nrerhoJ , r ' rd  lor  I r . r lp ing thc ' '

, i . .  ' .  " .  r  o ' . r t  n e . l  l ' )  l  - n c  I  l ' l o j ,  u n d  W a r '  t '

J ; J n  t l o h )  " , h r .  l l r c ' e  n e l h o , l '  a r e : l r l l  b '  n g

cmploycd succcssfully at both ]ocalions

o r r  r  n  r n r h .  r  L P  o  1 9  W h  r < -
^ t r r \ e J  S $ . ' r o \ .  h a \ .  h . e r r  f o r r ' r d  i n  d  b u t r o w
.onl r i r rna rq$ ' r  natcd ne ' l l ing '  { ' l  r IJ l  :pe, ] rc '

; . , J  - .  ' ; , " i ' , . 2 r  f u l l )  r l J d g e J  b : t d '  h J \ e  b c e n

i i , " o i , l  r ' . #  r h J . ' n f  b u ' r o w  - r  o n c  t r m e  l h r '
, .  ln ls  r "  in . l i . , ' re  r r " r  rn)  whi l , -backcd Ssal low'
in the vicinitv ol a burrow at dusk may roost therc

ror  rhc n: j l i r  e \ ' r r  rhoLgh rhe hurros ma) hc

. . . r "1.1 6t  J  bre. l ins-J 'J i r  o l  b i r ' l '  Thi r  ; '

i ' i ' in?."nnrmca tr rhira;r t l ' rr adulr birJr ha\c
b ' .u , . . ' l rppcd xt h.rrn 's '  ul  Io tvc mlh_ 3$1y
,.refut , lJ i .  l r rrr .  'sec Recovcr) RourrLl  uP'
or". :  zO.,  tL ."me (a'e '  thc burroqs trom $hich
ir ,J- uir . t .  " . ' .  r r ,pNd ind retrapPcd cootr incd
, qg. . i  " i " t i "C..  t i  *ould be intare'r :Dg ro tur ' l
. "r- ' r  i l .  n ' . '  

-u-, 'a 
ot Jn :rdulr  pair  occupv tbe

rurrcw unt i l  Ihe end L' f  lhe hreel l ing setr5on e!cn
ir,."gt' tlre p-*t" nay produce a 'econd btood

U f i  t , r  D r c e m b e r  l v h h  s h i l e  I r a p p i n g  R u i n
t,ow-t ' i ra.  -n,- l  \ \h i 'c bJck.d 5wal lows nonh oi
i i lcL-. idc. sourl '  Au.rrJlra.  sc were arntr : /ed ro'n, 'J 

in. 'ne Ourro" l8 rul l )  f ledged whire bacl 'ed
lsal loq.,  cnd a pair  " t  Rrinboq bird'  wirh roul
Jlmo,r na!cd nc.r l ing..  N. birJ '  serc prern'  In
:rnorhfr  burro$ lorrr lcet !qa! l  hrec nights laler
rhe . i re wa. rgxin vi ' i 'cd lnd.on lhrs occasron
, k , , w . , l t , , s .  w , l r e  t , ' u n J  r n  r h e  b u ' r o q  w h i c h  $ a .

Trapping White-backed Swallows rt night. The

bird rs  nrar  th(  bur tu) \ !  e i l r rncc
l ho r !  N l  \ t l v i  I

sr i l l  octupie, l  b ]  hor l r  Jdul t  Rainhuw-hi r ' ls
nesl l inPs.  Hos€\ t r ,  t l rc  ^ lh. r  b! r roq I t )ut

t.,:

iit,



7h.  Au\ht t idn Ei td Bat  er

Additional Longevity Records
Thc Secfetary, Austral ian Bird Banding Schemc has fonvarded

Ihc  In l l on ing  In t c rc \ t i ng  l on tc \ i t )  no te  uh i ch  r .  r ep r rDreJ  t ro r r  \ ,  r r '
Scicnrist,T Scptcmber 1967. (Sce also Reccnt Litcfature p. 16.)

cuLL 'lHAl l,tvllD 36 YEAIiS
''A He.ring cull iound dead by a bunch of

sharp-eyed Girl Guides on thc shorcs of Lake
Michigan js rcckoned 1o have sct up r ne$ world
r c . o . d  I o r  l J r p . \ i r \  i n  : r  $ r l J  L ; r L ,  A  r i n g  o D  i r .
toot showed that it had livcd for 36 years. The
rccord sccms to be a 'coppcr bound' fact. Dr Olin
Petlingill, director of thc intcrrarionally known
Laboratory of Omithology ai Cornell Unilersity
rccalls going ashore at Duck Rocl ofi the coasr
ol  N,taine on 29 Junc 1930. and r ineins 19 Her-
u r g  c u ' 1 .  q i  e n  r r r l  s e r e  o  . v  t i r  d a l - n l d
L h ' r l \

"Tlre girls foun.t the dcad bifd rccenily in I_iule
Tfaverse Bay, ncar Pebskcy in 1o\rer Michigan.
Onc u'  rhcm noriceJ h, nurnbereJ cJtper '1g
on the bird's lcs and nrailcd it. as directici to ttri
B olob;c. l  s-r \e) ' .  wr. l  i r tLLrn. D.a. Pc l ineel L
r . p " r r e J  r o  b e  e r . r r c d  l , )  r h e  n ( $ .  r h J .  h i .  c t - i c L
came homc ro its last roosr more rhan lhrce
J  . r o (  r f t . '  h e  r e l c , r s ( d  i t .  t r o p c ' r t )  I n  r h o . e
u  ) .  h <  $ a .  r  n c q c . n r r ,  L o  $ h 1 .  h . .  n o w  b c c . , 1 , e
a thr i \  ing bird business.

' ' lhe fact  drat  lb is  b i rd had nro lcd tar  t r rano
l ( )nr  j ts  coasla l  b i r lhp lace is  noteworthv."  he uo
lhc Neiv York Zoobsjcal Socicrv. "a;.1 thc fact
r l ,  r  i r  J , F J  !  i r l r . n  r  i e "  n i  -  r  r h r  I  n r r r  ' \
' J  V i . h i f i n  l l . " l  , f . . !  \ ' . . , ,  r  l : . r e  I  s . . .  r c . r . ;' n .  ' n  l q 1 0  i  r , r ' r u , . .  r r .  r e  . ( .  \ \ L r r  I
ext raord inary js  rh: t l  dre gu l i \cd for  36 yei r rs . . '

''As iar as a rcpresenlarnc ol the ttinging and
NIigr.Llion Scction-of the llrilish Trusr for'Orni$
ol ( )gt  can rccal l j  th .  o ldcs!  Br i r ish I ler r ine cut l
rccord is  a b i rd thar  l i lcd lor  t ,1  ler rs  a;d ten
m -  r r l  l r  \ , , .  ' i  r r r p .  .  i o r  . r .  |  . . n ,  r " c r  h r - . 1

r f l L . ' .  l ^ r '  .  ' n r e , l .  . l o " i . , i  h  i r  h . , d  s u f
\ r \ e d  l , {  l l  } . : r r s  r r ) J  t t  I n n f r t  s .

'How long a bird li!cs. he poified our, depeDds
on nanl. thirgs, plrricLrl.rfl] siz.. Tho life span
of on. old resilicnr curle$ is recorded as 31 years
lrnd 6 months; a tshck-headcd cull lilcd more
than 30 ]cars and wild song birds are known to
sur \ r \e ,  icry  in f reqnerr t ly ,  for  abour 16 years.  In
caplilily, hcc ifon th. haTrrds of life in thc wild,
r l ' ( p i  r J r .  i  . i i  ' . - . n r  c . . , r  r ' \ e  f  , e l .  O r l  d c d
r r  0 8  a n d  J r  A n J  ! n  '  ^ n a o f  I  o i  r , ,  t J i e  c l
lbe London Zoo (who is  about  ten)  mishr  s t i lL
be escaping in thc year 2000. A sad fooanote to
Ihe Michigan stor !  is  lhat  \hen shc hc. t rd rhe
news thc g;rl who found the Iterrinjr Cnrll saidl
U e ( .  J .  ) n r  . u p n , . c  l , (  . l ,  u r  + h ,  b a r . r . c
t  rdL brrd is  sr i l l  a l i ic l '

Longclitl records in Austfalia arc still alnosr
in thcir infancy. A Uh.k-bfo$ed Albatross fo nct
dcad over  13 vcr fs  af rer  bandin l r  (see Recorer \
R o J l -  , f  I  i d r  i .  r ' ' .  ,  t .  .  i e . o r d e d  i r  , t , : .
ABBS. rvhi lc  the o ldc l t  S i lvcr  cu l l  $as iound
more than l0 years 6 nronths af ter  banding (s .c
Recovcry Round up t .  19) .  l ) r  ServeDry h: rs  r . -
caplurcd Short  la i icd Shcafsarers on rhc i r  br . .d
ing islands tll )ears aftcr thc! had bcen banded
ns brccding a, : lu l ts  (s .c  Vol .  4 .  p.  13) .  Thesc b i rds
wcrc banded pri(r to the comnencencnt ol ttrc
A B B q  q  r h  . ,  J \  p ' ^ \ i d ( n  b !  r l ^  1 . , . r r , r . i . , l
Antmals rnc l  Bi . .1s I ' rorect i ,n  B.enl

xwa) containcd 27 adulr swallo$s, including frvc
which had been bandcd in the Rainbow birds.
burrow threc nights prcliously.

tt appcars thai, as dusk approaches. Whjtc-
backed Swallows will seek a cornmunat roosr in
. . r 1  c o n v c n i , r r  b , r r r o s  I r  i , , : r p r s i n q ,  f o \ l . . , ( r .
r l " r  ' ,  r n i r  . r  R  ' i n b o $  h i r J s  w i r h  n e s r t i n q ,  w i  I
permit  such intrusiou of drcir  nesr ing burrow.
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