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Suburban Silvereves
NARELLE SWANSON

Thc rcsults of ovcr two years regular b:Lndins of Eastern
Silvere)cs (Zo.r/. ' rops laterul is) in a suburban enuironmen! are
analvscd and obseNations recordcd. lnteresting aspects of scden!ariness
are rcvealed: some individuals wcre retrapped not only during evcrl
mooth of the vear bur as often as 28 days in a month. One inJividual
was trapped on 17{3 days out of 301 days. Feeding habits ar rhe
trap arc reportcd. - Hon. Editor.

In nid June 1965 bandi.g of Eastern Si lvcr-
eyes commenced in a surburban Sydney backyard
usrng a naz! trap raised five lect from rhe ground.
The location is remole from any large expanse
of bush or parklard and thc v.getation coffists
prcdomjnant l !  of  exoric garden specics.

To the .nd of Dcccmb.r 1967, 432 Si lvercyes
had been band.d. Initially. plumage dctails
scre nor r.cordcd but most of ihc birds batrded
havc b.en of the S_""dnei r)pc. (Lane, 1966).
Trapping condit ionr ha\c var iedr 1965 was a
good !ear alrhough r.sul ts Nere resir ictcd bv lack
ot e) i rencnce and r i l l ]c a\ai lable. Io 1966 rccal
condnions werc poor as several neighbours
severel] pruned bactvard lrees. In 1967 tree
cover was normal and thc trap which was
opcraled dail). p.ovided a permancn! food
suppl)

Fo. the purpose of ana\sis, the year has bccn
dividcd into three pcr iodsl

Wintcr Period July 1() Scptember.
Brceding Period Octobcr to Decernber.'OIi- Period January io June.

Winter Pcriod (Jul! to September)
This is thc busiest period wilh the average

nunber of ncw bnds banded (Junc 1() September)
bcinF I00 Rerrap indr\  idudl '  i ,verage 170.
Tabl.  I  .hos, rhe numbJ of indi \ iduals presenr
in cach winter month for the tbree years, and

TABLE I
Individuals caught in Winter Period with aver-

age numbcr of times per individual.

rhe avcragc number of  \ i i i r t  t . r  b i rd in  c lch

The bnds cone to tbe traD in !:rcuDs at f,rirt!
r c E U l a r  r i m c  i n r < r ! i l .  r h ' o u i h o . i  | (  d . . 1 .  l l , ,
hrct  a l i \ r l r  dre f re "nd com, Jt ,oLL . ,n  . , r l
a f ter  sunr ise;  the major i r \  com. bcnle.n 7.30
a.m. and 8.30 a.m..  manl  of ren rerurn jns aboul
an hour ia ler  and lsa in about  middai .  sr rn
smal l€r  groups comina dur ing rhc a i rerroorr  up
1o , tbout  4 p.nr .  Dul l .  $e l  $. i rher  in . r .a \cd
both the number and l rcquencv o l  b i rd:  vrsr lns
r h e  r r . r p .  O n  o n e  b . , J  $ ,  r  \  -  d , \  o r  i r d i \ . J u : , 1 .
q e r e  L r u ! \ t .  \ h r ' ]  r h .  d . ,  \  \ . , , ! r  f o r  r l  (
month (  Augusl )  \a \  25

.  B i r - d s . c d u p l r r  d u r i - i  r h r  p e r . ,  J  n . J \  b .  b r ,  i J  \
c l i l \ i rneO i rs  Io l l rJ \ \ \ :

e. Permancnt residents. T,rbie I lisls cramples
of pcrmanent resid.nts_ i.c. knoNn breed
ing b i rds of  the area.  presenr dur jne rh.
urnter  per iod.  Tuo 51 1""  brrd.  l r ;cJ
(010-24130 and 010-24.131) $ere a mated
pair regularl) visiting rhc rrrp togethcr. The
t e m a l e  / 0 1 0  2 4 , 1 J 0 ,  s J c  ' r ( r d p p e d  . t i ! h r t \
more lhJn e!er)  ,ecord Jar  ron -n r \ ( .asel
for three months. Aftcr bfeedins. shc dis-
appeared in Decembc. 1966 ana has nor
been rcrrapped since. In Feb.ua,r.- 1967,
her former mare became associaled with a
Dew partner (010-24337 )-a bird wh;ch had
bcen banded on l8 Septembcr 1965 bur  nor
retrapped in the intervening period. Thc
ne$l) - formed pJi r  lepr  rog. 'hcr  duf lnr  rhr
winter  and bred local lv  n O(rcber  19b7.
One b i rd (021-39029). \h ich Nas banoco
on 5 March 1967.  was rerrappcd on 178
days of  thc 30t  dar ' 's  beiqeen rhat  dare and
the end of  the yeaf .  h  $as a male which
bred in the local i r )  a t  the cnd of  1967.

J u h
1965 t966 1961

8 9  3 . 1  4 8 / 3 . 1  7 3 / 3 . 3
1 6 , 5 . 3  2 5 , / 5 . 0  t 1 3 / 7 . 0
2 . 1  3 . 8  l 8 / 3 . 0  4 1 / 3 . 6
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b. Prob.rblc breeding birds f,om Dcarby arcas.
Thcse birds are present throughout thc
winter and presumably dispcrlc to nearby
:ueas for breeding. Undoubtcdly thcJ arc
attracted by the food suppl) in wnrlcr- Onc
exanple (010-2,1344) was bandcd on 8 May
1966, retfapped 3 t imcs in Junc, 13 t inres
in July and 8 timcs ir August bcioro bcnrg
r e . o \ < r c d  d . r J  , L o u ,  ) 0 0  ) r r d .  J i . r r r ' .  i r
January 1967, prcsumably having bred in
a ncarbv area.

c .  l , r \ . l l c r ' .  I h ( s (  J r (  ! . 1 n . ' r '  ! n .  u r  l $ o
d.rys in crrly wintcr (usually iD June) then
sonctimcs agiin lxtcr in the wintcr pcriod.
Examplcs arc shorn in Tablc 3 and include
thrcc 'Tasm.lnian l !pc'  bnds, 010 24455.
010 24461 and 021 39085.

Brecding Pcriod (Octobcf to DeccDbcrl
Ihe Brecding Pciod cornmcnccs in October

and lapers oll in Dcccnbcr. The onsct of $arnr
weather carscs a fast drop oll ir the number of
birds caughl- Lr Scptcnrbcr and carly October

'tABt-Fl

Mut( |1.  l9a)s

rct rnps ot  b i rds bandcd in Junc . rnd l r lv  occur
and a lcw 'new rravci lc .s  . rdd vxr ic(  to  thc
r r p , l , r  , p p . i , r J r h .  r  h r ' . J r . r  I  r .  l l .  r i n . (
and group pat lern apparenl  in  \ in tc f  docs not
e)r is i .  Brecding b i rds usur l l !  comc nrd i r idual ly .
males predonrirtmg. lrom soon .rltcr drsn until
a lnosl  dusk;  the f rcquency.rppcars to dcpcrd
on the age o i  thc brood and thc t rox i ln i lv  of

h  l ' ) 6 6  r r e r c s c r '  p  . b r \ l ! r \ .  h r . ' J i  , ! | , i "
making constant sc of thc lrxt for food. ln
19fr7 lhere werc at  lcan c ight  t ! i rs .  In  196i : )
rdults \lere iirsr obscrved rrling |ood rwry
on 9 October.  Onc pr i r  (01G21:110 and 010
24431) ncst ing in  I  t r .e  . rboui  100 fe. t  konr
the t rap \as obscrrcd nt lu \ ing a ror l inc f ronr
t rap to ncsl  ior  scvcra l  nr inulcs whcn f .cdrng
' h .  i r  1 .  r l i  . ,  T h .  r , r :  t r  ^  '  , ,  J  . . ! ' . .  I
.  I  r  i  r  l o . -  I u  r \ . . , r . t l . ,  r  I  I

On l2 Octobcr  1966 f icdgl ings serc ob\crved
outs idc thc t r rp bc ing fcd b1 dre adul ts  lbrough
Lhc wirc .  Sonrc male t r i rds in  pnr t icu lar  bccane
vcr i  sk i l lcd r t  th i i  t .ch. iqLr . .  I l r t \ !c .n 2 l

Nunber of days during cach moDlh $,hcn indi ! idual  b i rds ucr .  t r lppcd.

Band
Numbcr

Ze
0 1 0 -
21430
(Female)

21431
(Malc)

21337
(Fcmale)

1965

0 1 0 -
24430

24131

2433',1
1966

1.1

l 1

t 6

2 l

l l

l l

0 1 0 -
24430

2413r

24337
021
39029
lMale)

t96',1 2 l

1

t: l

1 3

5

5
1 2

)

l 0

2 5

J 7

2 5

2 6

2 3

2 8

24

'12

l

t 2

I

I

1 2

24

22

t il 5 ).1
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l A r l L _ l l  3
Ex:nlples ol Winler 'Tra\'ellers'

Brnd Datc Dares
Nunber Bxnded Retrapped

0 1 0 -
2.442A 13.4r.65 27.9.65
24452 14.7.65 r5.7.65 I  8.9.65
24134 7 .1.65 25.6.66
24499 25. t .65 17.8.67
2 . + 3 1 5  L I l . 6 5  8 . 8 . 6 5  6 . 8 . 6 7  1 . 8 . 6 7

2',7 .8.61
2 . 1 , 1 5 5  1 5 . 7 . 6 5  1 6 . 1 . 6 5  1 7 . 7 . 6 5

( * 2 2 . 8  6 5  3 0 . 8 . 6 5
2 5 . 9 . 6 5 )

2 l . 1 a r l  1 5 . 7 . 6 5  1 6 . 1 . 6 5  I  i . 7 . 6 5
( * 2 2 . 8 . 6 5 )

r i 2 1 -
19085 9.6.61 13.6.61 13.1.61 t4.1.61

Rr tn r f t ' r r !  t 1  | - t n f  (  t ) r ( , . 1  t r r i L \ t . t 1 l t . l  , r  i n t p ! r . ( .

Octobc. rnd 20 Nolember 1966. file fledglings
r  , J  \ '  '  1 - r , I r L  e  i e r ' ;  r , !  . .  r .  h J  r d e . . .

In  1967 the pr t te fn !vas basical ly  thc sane.
Ncsl ing comDenced ear l )  in  Odober but  only  a
tc\ ,,"oung appeared ro havc survived rhe va.iable
and adverse weather  cold i r ions at  ihat  r inre.  One
fledgling $as bandcd on 17 Octobcr ard !$.o
nest l rngs on 28 Octobcr .  S. lenteen )oung b i rds
qere banded bel \ leen l7 Novcmbcr and 1 ' l

'Ofi' Pcriod (January ro luDe)
ll] late Decembcr, brceding activity has almosr

. ,  -  c  j  \ o n ,  : r J  . l  ,  l ,  ' \ e  ' r , o u l  c . l  d n d  "  .  i n
frcsh plumase. so the age of rcw (utrbanded)
birds cannot bc dctermined (In futurc, skull

oss i l lcat ion and c loacal  cxur in.  ion $ i l l  r \s i \ r
in dctcrnrnring thcsc dilTcrcnces.)

Thcrc is  an atp. t rcnt  'safder ing of  b; rd\
which brcd in  thc area and an inUux of  o lhc 's
which arc most ly  unbrndcd.  ln  ihe l l rs t  fc \
monlhs ot  thc ycar ,  ncw (Lrubandcd) b i rds
grcatlv ou1nunlbcr retraps fronl the preuous
period, but the daily averagc ot individurls
(January to May) is  only  : rbout  one.  ln  Junc,
wjrtcr flocking is evident lronr obscrvatiur but
the dail,v average of bir.ls trappcd is still snllll
(about two) probably becausc bcrrics on \rhich
the b i rds feed,  are p lent i t r l  in  thc d is t r ic t .  A lsr
in lLrne, the first few Tasnrani.rn !isitors .rrc
caught .' lhe 

number o l  b l rds v is i t ins thc t rap jncreas.s
i r  Ju ly  to a dai ly  avcrrg.  of  n ine indiv iduxls .'fhis 

increases to a poak urcfage of :5 i dl
v id a ls  pcr  day in  Augusr .

Iulurc lYork
irurlhcr study and banding Drar provide rr)

lornration on lhe ertenr oi wa dcring b\ f.r
m nent  res idents.  th .  d in lncc f lcdgl in ls  nu.
f ronr  thei r  nata l  area in  thc i r  f i rs t  vear  ano (n.
prox imi ty  of  thei r  breeding k)cal ion to th! r l
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Immature plumage of Flame Robins
Lack ol inlornralion concefiing i narure

plunrrgc is one of thc nrajor problcns for bande4
rn Australia. In most instances litrle iDfornation
i\ availablc and wherc such is rhc case. ir usually
srates rathcr vaguelv thnt thc juvcnile and/or
immature is similar in plumacc 11r the fenale,_

The only significani infornlrtion I have rcceivcd
ro date from rctfapping Flame Robins (Perlor.rd
plrd.nl..a) $as from an inrnrature nalc barueu
by A.  J .  Reid on 30 Apr i l  1964 at  F l inders N. t la l
D , 1 l r .  \ i c r r r i : r . , ,  q  n e r i n  r r . . ,  I o .  l \ i .  s D c . i r .
t h .  ^ n  \  d e ' .  i l  ' . '  o r d e J  q J .  r h 1  r r  \ J d  J n  u , "  s <
thror t .  I  re t rappcd i t  on 3 Scpternbcr  1967,  ovcr

thrcc years laterj as an adult n1ale in full plunr.rre.
aboul one mile south of the bandinq phcc.

During this past scason I hayc madc simil.rr re-
cordrngs oi Flamc Robins in 'uncolourcd' plunragc.
ns wcu as sonc bjrds $ith an oranse lrasb extcnd-
ing over all or part of the chin throat. brcasr.
bclly and llanks t should be glid if thos. par
I  r t J  i r p  r n  ' : r - d ' n .  h J ,  . r . . . .  q  . J l d  r c .  , r  I
' i ,  . l ' c J u c ,  h .  r r c '  . , r . . " r . : J i r ' . r  n J  . , L r
to so.i out thc plumage differcnces ol fcnrales and

(Mtt )  I t .  N.  R?i  \
I Ei.n .\1,1'd, Hdtnpton, Vb.


