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An analy. is o[ r scdson s brnJing :rnrl ub5cr\rt iorrs oi FlJme

Rob in .  l f r i r o l ra  Phnp t t i  ca t  a t  L lnv l ra r r i n  2T  m i le \  s ' u lh  n l  Mc l -

bou rne ,  V i c lo r i a .  sugges l \  a  pJ l l c rn  o i  movcmen t  l hough  lh (  en t l re

mean ing  a t  t h i s  s l r s i ' i s  ob ' cu le  rTh i '  \ \ o r l  i '  be i r r . "  cJ r r i cJ  ou l  $

"ii i . i it " VORC til,m. Robin Survr:1 . .ee \ ot. .r. p. r l: Vo.. -+. p. 67
.rnd Vol. 5, P. 80. t

Flame Robir
Observations

Follo*ine a request to membcrs of the Bird
ob,errcr.  i - lub ror inrornrJrro! rcg"rding Flame
Robr \ ight in8..  Mr Roo ThoJa). .d Idto)c '  ol
Lanpurr iur.  r i lcphoncd me in mid-Apt i l  1967
\kt;p thdr hc had sc\eral  psih unJcr ob'crv" '
t iun. i rom lo Apri l .  u $eel Jt ter rh.  birds f ' ' l
apDeared. he made alnost daily counts :rt approxr-
niitel-v the same time cach day.

Scrub bordcred ihc area, rvhich consist€d of a
f ield succes. i tc l)  being ploughed aod l lanred qirh

rercrJble.r  anolh<r in which cal l le grdTed: aDd a
rhi id cdrr l inr.  .heep. Al l  f ic ldr apNarcd (o bc
l lsed cqual l ) .  lhe birds maki lg a loDg slow crrcurt
rhrougl i  al i  rhree. dcspite lhe farmer' '  dai l )
Drescnce or my occastonal appcarance.'  

The r.companying hislogram rcrcal \  Lhrr rhc
number of bi ids prasent b dr up ro a Peik in
lune. lhc hrshe. l  dai l \  uvcrage t fol  a $cekl!
orrrodr bcinr.  15.7 for $eek endiDg 4 Iune
Thrr fel l  ru- a tair l )  con.rrnt le\cl  betqccn
" mmrmum {f  ?.7 dnd a ma\imum ot l0 < i l
Juh and lhr f i rsr hr l f  of  AuAu( On the tqo
dais or ior ro rhe dcparrure oirhc mrle'  qhich
"dre iast see" on 23 Auaust. there was aa ln-
cease in borh malc and 

-uncotoured 
birds The

lrr ter md! h3ve bccD msle'  pr\ . ing rhrouch from
orher arcas. rncludinc breedine malc( in immJtute
Dlumarc. From the;aov reporLs read] rcceired
iur inc rhc shon c.urse of lh; .  .ur\ey i l  lvould
apFd-r r .  he a fr i ' l )  common pracl ice for pair ,

d uncolourcd birds indistLnguishablc fron e3'h
oth€r to breed successfullY

The histoaram also reveals rhat the numbcr ol
nale and uncoloured birds were fairl-! evenl)
bxlanced. In some of the othcr areas utrcl€r obser-
varion, this is not so aod this {'iil bc the subject

Uncolouicd birds were present for one month
aflcr deDarture of thc maiea, rhe numbers dqindl-
'ns qrraL, l l \  ur l : l  rh< ldcl  .b 'cr\cd sJrc lq-
unUanAcd brras on 2l  September'

I  comnenced banLl ing on 23 Apt i l .  m"l in|er
rrrD. b\ J Scntembcr '  A tolal  of  46 birdr sr '
bairoed wirh I I  rcrrap. of  ninc 'ndi ! iduals l  u 'ed
LphF\ereht spt i t rq Irdp'  bsi ted $i lh l i le mcal
"; t  . .  b* ro the erpo'ed nalurc uf the rred
nets were uscd only twice and aitempts were madc
io dri,re the bids'into themi howeler, only two
birds were cauaht on each occasion.

Inir ia l l \ .  b iras $ere caughl almost as soon a'
rhe rr :rpJ were t t  : rnd whi le I  wds \r i l l  'etr in l .
others In lne ! ,ctntry.

In Apf l l ,  thrcc baDLting l r ips were made rn. l
t t  UirA'  "ere brnded. lhr gre.rett  n mber ob
'erred on an) onc duy being l5 In Mav. rso
b"ndinr rrD'  DruvrJed l5 banded birds plur reJ
rerrap."of hpi i l  b ird".  rhe greatest sumber ob
'enei on aoj onc da! bcrng 2J l t  scems-eridenl
from lhis total  of  16 bdnded btrd\ rn lhc hr\ t  l$o
monlhs that a prcport;on was moling through to



lhe Aut t ru l tun Bul  Bant ! .1

.  t t d ) , 1 \  r \ . ne  . l  r l d i 1 \  . b \ . ^d t r on !  4  l  l u t (  Rob in t  d1
p . f l t r r )  1 r  t . 1 , t r r ) r  r )  j . , t d t . !  u l . o r  i i l nu t t t 6 .  1 l 1 r  t o t t . t l

olher  s inter lng arcas.  though the possib iL i ly  of
rcduction bt predatbfl cannot be ignored-

In Junc. one trip resultcd in seven birds banaeo
plus 5 i r  fe t raps.  Only onc of  these was of  an
.Apfil bird rerrapped in Md}. lt appearcd that all
l3 birds prcsent we.c carrying bands on this day.
Agarn lhe toral oi .13 banded in thc firsr three
months.exceeded thc _greatesr  numbcr of  33
ooscrveo on ant onc day.

I r  J L  ' .  t ' €  p o . r r . ,  n  c h a n F c d .  o n .  r r r p  b c i n e
m, lJ i  *  r l  o l l r  r l r rc .  b i 'd ,  caufhr  rnJ no rcrr : r fs
lhough nL.nbcrs pre\cnr  $rr rantcd r  qrealer
cr lc l ) .  I  )  t .  i  ion 'u , rhc '  dcrer iora led in  Aususl
witb onll onc .etfap from two trips and ihe last
trip for the scason madc in Seircmbcr sained
only two birds ne ed. ihc lraps baing ignor;o.

O n  ) J  \ u p u r  r l l  l r a p s  $ e r c  s e r  b v  ? . 3 0  a . n .
l h e  , u n  $ a .  . , b o \ c  L h e  l l c e .  b )  7 . 1 0  a . m .  w r l h
Willie Wagrails (Rl?rdura leucophrys) and Pipirs
(Anthus australis) feedins. I was wetl awav frorn
the trapping arc.t {hen-rhe 6nt Flamc itobin,
uncolou.cd. appeared at 7-50 a.m., followed afte.
dbou f i re  mrnurc.  bI  lhe rcr  of  the parr \ .  Tqelvc
br ' i . .  ,ome of  sh ich wc'c  unbdnd;d,  l ;ned rhc
fences abole rhe lraps and one was se€n ro
.xamrnc the bait from I fcrv inches away, but

L d r t r r r i l t .  s l t . \ t t 1 ?  r x r t i . t ,  , ' :  . i r l t , k l . \  r r ! r r i ,
. t t l nn  i r l k t l . r  n t .  r r t !  , ) ! r ) r t t , , t  r L t , ! ,

R c r ' J t ,  s < r .  r r ' . l L . i < n .  I .
q ' n  L r  p o p u l ' L i o n  . - J .  t u - , .  -  .  n  i ' .  r . , f  l '
r ion could havc bccn changing conr inLul l_v.  Thcrc
q L r e  d l w d \ .  . o m €  h J  d ( J  h i  J  t . . . . r . r .  r \ . . u . h
' r  s a .  r m p o . r h l .  v  . r . . , , .  c i r h . r  n J n r h c .
accuratc l !  rs  lhe b i rds \ ! . re seldon mol ionrcss.

Bi rds lverc $c ighed and dct . r ; ls  of  p lunlace and
soft parts notcd in an cliort io claiit! llie dif
fcrcnce betwecn adul t  fcnulcs and imnr lurcs.
-  I t  is  p lanncd 1, ]  conr inu.  $ork lng in  rh is  arc. l
ror at least anolher r\\o \..ars

Ackno$lcdqemcnt
I  am grr tefu l  ro Dar id Thomas $ho k indlv

.ead and commenred on r l re manuscr ipr .
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
1968 subscr ipt ions arc no(  o\erduc.  your

ear l !  femi t tancc $ i l l  be apprcc i r ted.  Thc Conr
mi l tce wishcs to thark those $ho hrvc p. r id
p f o m p r l l  " ,  r h i .  ! r . d r l ,  . . . r .  .  ) . .  .  J  - i , l l . r r : r ' r , . n
of  the Associat ion


