
I'he Australiun Bird Bancler Decetnbcr .  1967

RtrVIEWS
Handbook of  New Guinea Birds,  by Aust in L.  Rand

and E. Thomas Gi l l iard.  Weidenfeld & Nicolson.  Lon-
dc rn ,  1967 .  612  pp . , 5  co l .  p l . ,  48  pp .  o f  ha l f - r one  i l t . ,
n i ap .  $  19 .60 .

1 'h is long-awai ted book ( the ntanuscr ipt  was wr i t ten
i n  t he  pe r i od  1959 -63 )  i s ' a  gu ide  t o  t he  i den t i f i ca t i on  o f
New Guinea'  b i rds wi th a synopsis of  what we knou,
about them. '  I t  is  a t ragedy that  Tom Ci l l iard d id not
I i ve  t o  see  i t  pub l i shed .

The area covered is  the Papuan subregion,  an area
near ly one-tenth the s ize of  Austra l ia but  which has
the same nuntber of  species,  about 650-and a high pro-
port ion of  these are polytypic,  especia l ly  passer ines.
_ .An  i n t r oduc ro r y  chap te r  o f  12  pages  ou t l i nes  t he

e l r na t c .  phys iog raphy ,  and  vege ta t i on ;  t he  b i r d  f auna
and_ i ts  d ist r ibut ion;  migrants;  breeding seasons;  ano
birds in re lat ion to man. There is  a useful  synopsis of
b i rd orders found in New Guinea.

The species are t reated systemat ical ly  under the fo l -
lowing headings:  a synopsis of  fami l ies wi t .h in the order
or,  i f  _ only one fami ly,  a key to the species (or  a
synopsis of  genera);  a synopsis of  the fami ly characters;
a species descr ipt ion of  adul t  rnale and female,  but  not
inrmature plumages-br ief  but  adequate;  range of  the
specles;  subspecies in New Guinea- l is ted,  wi th a synop-
sis.  of  characters separat ing_the wel l -markecl  races;  n6st ing
(New Cuinea data where known, otherwise extra- l imi ta ' i
in format ion is  used);  and remarks-a br ief  statement of
the l i fe habi ts of  the species.  Vernacular  names have
had to be 'manufactured'  

for  the endemic species.  and
some are not  a .very happy combinat ion,  e.g.  Rufor-rs_
underwing .  Creybird (Coraci t ta bol .er i ) ,  hui  i t  is  I
d rmcu l t  t ask .

A disappoint ing feature of  the book are the i l lustra-
t ions:  there are only 27 species i l lustrated in colour anc
eleven of  these are bi rds-of-paradise;  they have,  how-
ever,  been competent ly  done by Albert  E.  Gi lbert .  The
hal f - tone plates have been shared by Gi lbert  and Doug-
las E.  Tibbi ts.  whose drawings range f rom poor to
average. Doubt less,  considerat ions of  cost  ( i t  is  a l readv
an expensive book) dictated so few colour plates, one oi
*h ich has been badly reproduced.

The pr int ing is  good but  marred by a number of
typographical  errors that  should not  have escaped the
ed i l o r . :  be tween  pp .9  and  224  a  cu rso ry  r ead ing  re -
vealed at  least  l8;  and in the index to the prates a
gener ic name, Neoclrrnra,  has been omit ted al together.
Incredib ly,  there is  no index,  but  i t  is  understood the
publishers have since rectified that.

Rand and Gi l l iard have made major  contr ibutrons to
New, Guinea orni thology dur ing the past  25 years and
this handbook br ings together some, but  by no means
al l .  of  the informat ion col lect ively gathered dur ing many
years of field and museum work. It should be a standard
reference for a considerable time.

W. B.  HITCHCOCK, Canberra,  A.C.T.

Field List of Birds of Queensland's South-East Corner.
by Robin Elks.  I  I  pp.  Avai lable f rom the Author,  p.O.
t sox  71 ,  Ca lound ra .  Queens land .  p r i ce  25c .

This is .  a smal l  pockeGsized compi lat ion of  's ight ings

and specimens s ince 1950'  in south eastern eueenslani ,
north to Bustard Head and Fair fax Is land 

-  
and west

to Hawkwood. The author states that no historical
records have been used. Only vernacular  names are
given,  and numbers and let ters fo l lowing each species

re fe r  t o  nun re r i ca l  s t a tus ,  m ig ra t i on  and  hab i t u t .  A  n r l r p
i s  i nc l uded  and  a  l i ned  page  f o r  add i t i ona l  r eco rds .

Th ree  hund red  and  seven t y -n i ne  spec ies  a re  l i s t ed  and
the  sequence  o f  g roups  f o l l ows  Pc te r s 'C / r c r ' (  L r . r l  i n
t h e  m a i n  a n d  n o t  t h e  A L r s t r a l i a n  C l r e t k l i s t  ( 1 9 2 6 ) .  H o w -
e v e r .  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w h i p b i r d  w i r h  t h e ' s h r i k e - t i t s ' a n d
n o t  w i t h  t h e  b a b b l e r s ,  t h e  t w o  s o n s l a r k s  i n  t h e . O l d
\ \ ' o r l d  wa rb le r s ,  and  no t  i n 'Aus t r : r l i an  ua rb l e r s ' .  and
the robins in the 'OId 

World f l l  catchers '  and nor in'nronarch 
I iycatchers '  may need sonte explanat ion.  I t  is

di f f icul t  ' to 
f ind a species suspected of  occurr inc in thc

area and not  inc luded, a l thbugh the Banded plover- .
Sander l in l  and Brush Bronzewi ig are a feu,  that  conte
to nt ind.  On the other hand, som-e extra inforntat ion on
the  i nc l us i on  o f  such  spec ies  as  t he  B road -b i l l ed  p r i on .
D rv rng -P -e t re l  t uh i ch  spec ies? ) ,  B l ack -b reas ted  Buzza rd .
S \ r ' an tp  Qua i l  ( as  d i s t i nc r  f r on - r  t he  B ro * .n  eL ra i l ) .  pa i n te<1
S.nipe,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Red-ta i led At ; ;k  to.Xutoo.
Ku lous -b reas ted  B ronze  Cuckoo .  La rge_ ta i l e t l  N igh t j a t . .
S t r eaked  C rass -Warb le r .  F l an re  R . l f , i n .  R r r f t r i r r _ t h ' r . , , , t c , 1
Honeyea te r  i r nd  Aus t ra l i an  Raven  r vou ld  be  o f  ass i s rancc .
.  The  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  b i r ds  i n  eueens lanJ  i i ' no i " as  o ,e t t
known as in other Srates,  and t r i is  , rnai t  gr . , ia" ' i , i l i 'urr , r , .

A .  R .  McGILL .  A rnc l i f f e .  N .S .W.

. .U i r d1  o f  Aus t ra l i a .  p l a tes  f r on r  t he  l i r hoe raphs  o fJohn  C ,o r r i d  Tcx r  by  n .  Ru rge r . .  1  ,  u t , , , , ' I . J . ' i i . r n , , . n( \  (  o .  L l d .  L o n d o n  1 9 6 7 .  $ 5 . 9 0  p e r  r o l u n r e .
_  .The  f i r s t  vo l un re  o f  John  Go i l d . s  n i onumen ta t  wo .X
7l t .e Bir t l .s  t t l  Arr .st ru l iu was publ ished in f  St0. ' ih"  * .nrL
be ing  con rp l e ted  i n  7  f o l i o  vo l umes  i n  1g48 .  

'

. .  I t  has  become  a  c l ass i c  o f  o rn i t ho lo - cv  and  t hc
i l luyrat ions.  uhich are perhaps rhe f inest  . -u ' i .  p, i f , t i r t  . , l
: , ,^  t l i t l  1t ,un,  br . rds.  rank amongsr rhe best  exdmples of
t ne  t t t nog raphe r - s  a r t .

Very few.persons are for tunate enough to have access
lo  l hese  vo lumes  t nd  i t  i s  t he re fo re  ue ry  g ra t i I i ng  r . ,
: : :  j . " o  a " t t r ac l i l e . l y . . . p roduced  vo lun res  c -on ta i n i ng  "
se tec t t on  o t  C iou ld ' s  i l l u s t r a t i ons .  become  ava i l ab l e  a r  a
pr ice which the man in the street  can af for j .  

. t - t  
e

vo lume-<  a re  a  successo r  t o  Me thuen . r . i r t i . i - i Jec t , on
from Could 's Birds of  Eurctpe publ ishJ in ' f  SZo ana
are to be fo l lowed by succesi ive-pairs covei ing Could.s
!9Ia '* f  

nq rmportant  work.s f i rc  Birds , t l  Aoi  Gzrrrc,r ,
I  t ta I t r rd.s t , l  A. \ id and Tha Birds t t . f  Sot t t l t  Antcr i t . t t .
,  

The  se lec r i o -n . . o f  p l a tes  i n  t he  ro i r rmes  L rnJe r - r ev i eu

11r -o, . .+, .ut . ru i ly  .made and 160 of  the best  are repro-
ouced .  I  he  co lounng  and  de ta i l  o f  t he  cop ies  i s  exce l_
ren t  and  a  compar i son  w i t h  t he  o r i g i na l  p l a tes  sho*  s
t na t  ve r y  l t t f l e  has  been  l os t  i n  t he  rep roduC t i on .  I n  f ac t
in th is reviewer 's opin ion the reduct ion in s l ie of  the
reproduct lons has improved some of  the or ig inal  p lates.

A short  note of  about 200 words prepared by the
D.utch orni thologist  Abram Rutgers a icompanies each
r l l us t r a t r on  and  ou t l i nes  t he  d i s t r i bu t i on ,  hab i t s  and
behaviour of  each species.

I t  is  unfor tunate that  Rutgers in compi l ing these nores
did not  refer  to Gould 's Handbook'o l  ihe Bir t ts  o l
A.ustra l ia (1865) which revised and brought up to date
the  ma te r i a l  i n  l he  ma jo r  wo rk .  I f  he  h i d  done  so  he
would nor iave capt ioned the plate of  the Horsf ie ld
tJronze Luckoo as the Shining Bronze Cuckoo and that
of  the Beach Stone Cur lew as the Stone Cur lew.

To bi rd students these volumes wi l l  be of  interest
as a guide to ident i f icat ion,  but  they u ' i l l  be much more
to the bi rd man who has a feel ing for  the history of
Austra l ian orni thology.

R. G. LONNON. Eastwood. N.S.W.
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