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REVIEWS

Handbook of New Guinea Birds, by Austin L. Rand
and E. Thomas Gilliard. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, Lon-
don, 1967. 612 pp., 5 col. pl., 48 pp. of half-tone ill.,
map. $19.60.

This long-awaited book (the manuscript was written
in the period 1959-63) is ‘a guide to the identification of
New Guinea- birds with a synopsis of what we know
about them.” Tt is a tragedy that Tom Gilliard did not
live to see it published.

The area covered is the Papuan subregion, an area
nearly one-tenth the size of Australia but which has
the same number of species, about 650—and a high pro-
portion of these are polytypic, especially passerines.

An introductory chapter of 12 pages outlines the
climate, physiography, and vegetation: the bird fauna
and its distribution; migrants; breeding seasons; and
birds in relation to man. There is a useful synopsis of
bird orders found in New Guinea.

The species are treated systematically under the fol-
lowing headings: a synopsis of families within the order
or, if only one family, a key to the species (or a
synopsis of genera); a synopsis of the family characters;
a species description of adult male and female, but not
immature plumages—brief but adequate; range of the
species; subspecies in New Guinea—listed, with a synop-
sis of characters separating the well-marked races; nesting
(New Guinea data where known, otherwise extra-limital
information is used); and remarks—a brief statement of
the life habits of the species. Vernacular names have
had to be ‘manufactured’ for the endemic species, and
some are not a very happy combination, e.g. Rufous-
underwing Greybird (Coracina boyer), but it is a
difficult task.

A disappointing feature of the book are the illustra-
tions: there are only 27 species illustrated in colour and
eleven of these are birds-of-paradise; they have, how-
ever, been competently done by Albert E. Gilbert. The
half-tone plates have been shared by Gilbert and Doug-
las E. Tibbits, whose drawings range from poor to
average. Doubtless, considerations of cost (it is already
an expensive book) dictated so few colour plates, one of
which has been badly reproduced.

The printing is good but marred by a number of
typographical errors that should not have escaped the
editor: between pp. 9 and 224 a cursory reading re-
vealed at least 18; and in the index to the plates a
generic name, Neochmia, has been omitted altogether,
Incredibly, there is no index, but it is understood the
publishers have since rectified that.

Rand and Gilliard have made major contributions to
New Guinea ornithology during the past 25 years and
this handbook brings together some, but by no means
all, of the information collectively gathered during many
years of field and museum work. It should be a standard
reference for a considerable time.

W. B. HITCHCOCK, Canberra, A.C.T.

Field List of Birds of Queensland’s South-East Corner.
by Robin Elks, 11 pp. Available from the Author, P.O.
Box 71, Caloundra, Queensland. Price 25c.

This is a small pocket-sized compilation of ‘sightings
and specimens since 1950’ in south eastern Queensland,
north to Bustard Head and Fairfax Island and west
to Hawkwood. The author states that no historical
records have been used. Only vernacular names are
given, and numbers and letters following each species
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refer to numerical status, migration and habitat. A map

is included and a lined page for additional records.
Three hundred and seventy-nine species are listed and
the sequence of groups follows Peters’ Check List in
the main and not the Australian Cliecklist (1926). How-
ever, including the whipbird with the ‘shrike-tits’ and
not with the babblers, the two songlarks in the "Old
World warblers, and not in "Australian warblers’. and
the robins in the ‘Old World flycatchers’ and not in
‘monarch flycatchers’ may need some explanation. It is
difficult "to find a species suspected of occurring in the
area and not included, although the Banded Plover.
Sanderling and Brush Bronzewing are a few that come
to mind. On the other hand, some extra information on
the inclusion of such species as the Broad-billed Prion,
Diving-Petrel (which species?), Black-breasted Buzzard,
Swamp Quail (as distinct from the Brown Quail), Painted
Snipe, Pectoral Sandpiper, Red-tailed Black Cockatoo.
Rufous-breasted Bronze Cuckoo. Large-tailed Nightjar,
Streaked Grass-Warbler, Flame Robin., Rufous-throated
Honeyeater and Australian Raven would be of assistance.
The distribution of birds in Queensland is not as well
known as in other States, and this small guide will assist.
A. R. McGILL, Arncliffe. N.S.W.

Birds of Australia. Plates from the lithographs of
John Gould. Text by A. Rutgers. 2 volumes. Methuen
& Co. Ltd. London 1967. $5.80 per volume.

The first volume of John Gould's monumental work
The Birds of Australia was published in 1840, the work
being completed in 7 folio volumes in 1848.

It has become a classic of ornithology and the
illustrations, which are perhaps the finest ever published
of Australian birds, rank amongst the best examples of
the lithographer's art.

Very few persons are fortunate enough to have access
to these volumes and it is therefore very gratifying to
see two attractively produced volumes containing a
selection of Gould's illustrations. become available at a
price which the man in the street can afford. The
volumes are a successor to Methuen's earlier selection
from Gould's Birds of Europe published in 1966 and
are to be followed by successive pairs covering Gould's
remaining important works The Birds of New Guinea,
The Birds of Asia and The Birds of South America.

The selection of plates in the volumes under review
has been carefully made and 160 of the best are repro-
duced. The colouring and detail of the copies is excel-
lent and a comparison with the original plates shows
that very little has been lost in the reproduction. In fact
in this reviewer’s opinion the reduction in size of the
reproductions has improved some of the original plates.

A short note of about 200 words prepared by the
Dutch ornithologist Abram Rutgers accompanies each
illustration and outlines the distribution, habits and
behaviour of each species.

It is unfortunate that Rutgers in compiling these notes
did not refer to Gould’s Handbook of the Birds of
Australia (1865) which revised and brought up to date
the material in the major work. If he had done so he
would not have captioned the plate of the Horsfield
Bronze Cuckoo as the Shining Bronze Cuckoo and that
of the Beach Stone Curlew as the Stone Curlew.

To bird students these volumes will be of interest
as a guide to identification, but they will be much more
to the bird man who has a feeling for the history of
Australian ornithology.

R. G. LONNON, Eastwood, N.S.w.



