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Recent Literature
BANDIN.G AND RECOVERY REPORTS

Recoveries in Grcat Britain and Ireland of Birds
Ringed Abroad. Robert  Hudson. 1967. Br i t is l t  Bi rds.

60:6-5-80.
Seven hr:ndred and twenty-one recover ies of  71 species

of  foreign r inged bi rds were reported for  .1965. The
se lec t i ve - l i s t  o f  r ecove r i es  con ta i ns  210  b i r ds  o f  69
spec lc  s.

.A 'NALYTICAL STUDIES

Survivat  Rates in Red-winged Blackbirds.  Don. P.
Frankhausen. 1967. Bird- l lut td i r tg.  38:  139-142.

Survival  rates of  Red-winged Blackbirds were calcu-
lated f ronr (a)  l ive recapt t l res of  banded birds at  one
stat ion at  Cape Cod. U.S.A.  and (b)  f rom recover ies by
shoot ing of  b i rc is f rom many banding local i t ies.  L ive
recaptrr ies refer  to b i rds banded at  least  15 years before
analysis of  data.  and shot  b i rds refer  to b i rds banded at
least  l0 years pr ior  to analysis.  The two sets of  data
g i ve  r ve i gh ted  _annua l  su r v i va l  r a tes  o f  53  and  51  pe r
cen t  r espec t l ve tY .

Reliability of External Sex Characteristics of Starlings
in Cal i fornia.  Robert  G. Schwab and Rex E.  Marsh.
1967. Bird-Barrr l l r ig .  38:  143-147.

Star l ings in Cal i fornia were sexed on the basis of  eye-
r ing and bi l l  colourat ion.  and the re l iabi l i ty  of  these
character is t ics as sex indicators was later  determined by
the examinat ion of  the reproduct ive organs of  100 male
and 100 female star l ings.  The bi l l  colourat ion,  a l though
useful  only in the breedin-q season. is  somewhat more
rel iable than the i r is  feature (97.4 percent  contpared
w i t h  95 .7  pe rcen t ) .

The N'Iigration and Dispersal of British Blackbirds.
D. W. Snow. 1966. Bird Srrr l_v,  l3:  237-255.

Migrat ion and dispersal  of  b lackbirds in Great  Br i ta in
are : rnalysed.  based mainly on recover ies of  b i rds banded
as nest l ings or  juveni les.  I r ish recover ies const i tute about
one th i rd of  winter  recover ies of  b i rds banded in Scot-
land.  but  th is proport ion decreases to abo'ut  two per cent
of  winter  recover ies of  b i rds banded in Southern Eng-
Iand.  Blackbirds are very l i t t le  prone to hard weather
nrovements,  and there is  no evidence connect ing the
amount of  migrat ion in d i f ferent  winters wi th food sup-
ply or  populat ion level .  There is  no tendency to be more
migratory in their  f i rs t  winter  than in later  winters.
There is  l i t t le  d i f ference in migratory behaviour between
the seres.  Some aspects of  the bio logical  s igni f icance of
part ia l  migrat ion are discussed.

Another Aspect of Negative Information. Mabel War-
burton.  1967. EBBA News, 30:  83-84.

Issue is  taken wi th the Banding Off ice concerning their
d iscouragement of  banding "s ick and in jured bi rds",  on
the basis that  such bi rds are part  of  the populat ion
being studied.  and that  re ject ion of  th is part  of  the
populat ion can give distor ted data.  Unfortunately the
wri ter  does not  consider the aspect  that  banding act iv i -
t ies near feeding stat ions are l ikely to resul t  in the
banding of  abnormal numbers of  s ick and in jured bi rds.

Wind and the Net Hour.  Don Beimborn.  1967. IBBA
No ls .  39 :  42 -43 .

Americans of ten summarize their  net t ing ef for t  in
terms of  net  hours.  Some f  actors inf luencing net t ing

ef f ic iency are discr . rssed.  *  i th part ic t r lar  er l lphi is is  being
given to the ef fect  of  u int i  veloci t l ' .

The lVander ing Albatross \Di t tntcdcu c, t t r / r r r t . r ) :  Resul ts
of Banding and Observations in Nes South \Ylles
Coastal  Waters and the Tasnran Sea. J.  D.  Gibson.
1967 .  N otorr t is  l4 ' .  47 -57 .

The dist r ibut ion of  the var io l ts  a lbatrosses in Aus-
l r a l i an  wa te r s  i s  b r i e f l y  summar i zed .  W i t h  t he  deve lop -
ment of  an ef fect ive ntethod of  catching Wander ing
Albatrosses at  sea.  over 1700 have been banded of f
N .S .W.  up  t o  1966 .  Da ta  on  ue igh t s  and  measu remen l s
are given.  Sonre 6I  recover ies have eventt tated f ron. l
Sou th  Ceo rg ia .  a  d i s t ance  o f  ove r  7000  m i l es ,  and
reciprocal  recover ies of  Soulh Georgia banded birds have
been recorded. Other recover ies are f ront  Kergtre len.
Mar i on  and  Auck land  I s l ands .  The  ab t rndance  o f  t hc
soecies in the Tasnran Sea is d isctrssed.  Var iat ions in th:
p l umage  o f  back .  head .  i nne r  s i ng  and  t a i l  a re  desc r i bec l .
and i l iustrated.  The -sequence of  p lunrage change. bascd
on  i nd i v i dua l  r e t r aFS .  i s  d i scussed .

Recovery Rates for  Snral l  Band Sizes Used at  the
Long Point  l l i rd Observator l .  1960-196,1.  D.  J.  T.  l l t ts-
sel l .  1967. Ort tur io Bird Batrd in.g.  3 :  ,5-  10.

Recover ies of  b i rds banded at  the observatory and
repo r t ed  by  t he  gene ra l  pub l i c  a re  g rouped  b1 '  band  s i ze .
As would be expected.  the recover l '  rate increased wi th
i nc reas ing  band  s i ze .  r ' i r r y i ng  f r om 0 .0 l 9  pe r  cen t  f o r
t he  sma l l es t  s i ze .  t h rough  0 .01 .1 .  0 .0 .12 .  0 .  I  l .  0 . . { - s  t o
0.76 per cent  for  the largest  s ize consic lered.  The four--
fo ld increase bet*een the fourth ancl  f i f th s izes is
regarded as s igni f icant :  the four snral l  s izes have onlv a
se r i a l  number  s t an rped  on  t he  ou t s i de .  uh i l e  t l r e  l a rge r
s izes also include instnrct ions : rnd address.  I t  is  recom-
r rended  t ha t  t he  W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ces  exan r i ne  t he r r  r e -
covery data and that  bands be redesigneC i f  i t  is  founcl
t ha t  l ack  o f  a  r ead i l l '  r ' i s i b l e  add ress  i s  hav ing  a  se r i ous
adverse ef fect  on smal l  b i rd recovery data.

Color l\Iarki:g to Trace Blackbird and Starling N{ove-
n ren t s .  Joseph  L .  Gua r i no  and  Pau l  P .  Woroneck i .  1967 .
lVestern Bird Burtder.  42:?6-27.

Approximately 50,000 blackbirds and star l ings have
been marked by adding a coloured plast ic  st r ip at tached
to  t he  b i r d ' s  l eg  b l ,means  o f  t he  regu la r  band .  Ana l ys i s
of  data shows no adverse af fects of  the colour marked
birds.  Of recaptured bi rds,  98 per cent  reta ined their
t ags  f o r  up  t o  f ou r  mon ths .  bu t  on l y  l 0  pe r  cen t  we re
le f t  a f t e r  13 -16  mon ths .  I n  one  s tudy  i t  was  shown  t ha t
colour marking increased the recovery rates by between
65 and 205 per cent .

TECIINIQUES

A N{ethod for  Construct ing and Erect ing Aer ia l -nets
in a Forest .  Jon S.  Greenla* 'and Jef f  Swinebroad. 1967.
B i r d -Band ing .  38 :  I  l 4 - l  19 .

A method is g iven for  erect ing modi f ied mist  ncts in
a broad- leafed forest .  The long hor izontal  axis of  a
standard mist  net  is  used as the vert ical  axis of  the aer ia l
net .  Shel f  s t r ings of  the standard net  are removed, and
new ones inserted on lhe new hor izontal  l ine.  The net
is  mounted between tu,o I ight  poles.  Placement of  the
ne t ,  aspec t s  o f  s i t e  se l ec t i on .  r emov ing  b i r ds .  and  s to r i ng
nets are discussed. I t  is  stated that  the aer ia l  nets are
as ef fecl ive as ground s i ted mist  nets in captur ing bi rds,
bu t  t he  da ta  t o  suppo r t  t h i s  c l a im  a re  meag re .
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Co-operat ive Bird Ringing.  U.  S Nau l967 I l i rd

Sr t td l ' .  14:  l -9.
An  ou t l i ne  i s  g i ven  o f  t he  g ro r r t h  o f  t he  R1e  l \ { cads

I { i n l l i nq  C ro t t p  f r on l  t he  i n i t i a l  i n t e res t  o i  [ \ \ o  non -

ban ien  *ho  r ' ecogn i t ed  t he  po ten t i a l  o f  t he  a r c : r '  l o  l h '

n resen l  we l l  o rgan i se . l  g ro t r p  o f  abo t l t  t h t r t i  men lhe rs

wi th vary ing in ierests.  T-he importance of  .  s-vstemat ical l l
recording fL i l l  data for  each bi rd is  en-rphasised' .Examples
are givei  of  informat ion obtained f rom analysis of  data '

Swal low Ringing in South Afr ica.  A.  D.  S'  Heu j t t .

1966 .  Bok rnak i c r i c .  l 8 :  90 -9  I  .

Swal low Ringing in Natal .  \ \ 'a l ter  J.  La*son.  i I i r l  '

I  i i : 9 2 .

Swal low Ringing in the \ \ 'estern Cape. J.  C R I r {ac-

l eod  i b i r l . .  18 :93 -94 .

fhese three short  papers st tntntar ize banding pl t r jec ls

i n  t h ree  a reas  o f  Sou th  A f r i ca .  D i s t an t  r ecove r i e r  a re

br ief ly  detai led.

I { inging in Rhodesia Toda1. Des Jackson l966

I l , t l ; r r t t t l . i <  r ' , , ' .  l l ( :  9 { - 96 .

Abou t  3 ,000  b i r ds  a re  banded  annua l l f  i n  Rhodes ia
The  n ra j o r  p ro j ec t s  be ing  r - r nde r t aken  a re  ou t l i ned '  B r i c f
d e t a i l s  a r e  g i v e n  , r f  d i \ l i i n t  r e L ( ) \ c r i e s .

N{ ist -net t ing Neotropical  Sn i f ts .  Char les l - .  f 'o l l in : '
1961  .  E I IBA  Nex  s .  30 :  7 l - 75 .

De ta i l s  a re  g i ven  o f  band ing  s *  i f t s  i n  T r i n i dad .  i n -

c l u< l i ng  cap tL r re  by  r t t i s t  ne t t i ng .  An  exan rp le  i s  g t ven '

i v i t h  i l l u s t i a t i ons .  o f  an  a lmos t  pe r f ec t  ne t t i ng  I oca l t on
in  Venezue la  f o r  ne t t i ng  s r v i f t s  as  t he l ' f l 1  t h ro t r gh  a

na r row  pass  i n  t he  h i gh  coas ta l  l r oL l n ta l ns .

Cowbirds lVinter ing in a Decol  Trap.  Harold E'  Burt t

a n d  N { a u r i c e  L .  C i l t z .  1 9 6 1  .  l B I l A , \ ' o r " i . 3 9 : 1 3 - 2 - 5 '

S ince  t he  p rac t i ce  o f  f eed ing .  b i r d :  i . n  u ' i n t c r  has  be -

con-re widespiead in parts of  the northern hemisphere.
some birds have foregone migrat ion and now wlnter

near ar t i f ic ia l  feeders.  The present paper recounts a

var iat ion of  th is,  whereb-v a grotrp of  cowbirds u 'as found

to have spent much of  a winter  ln a 80 f t  x  30 f t  x  7 f t

decoy t rap.

Birds and Viruses in Lower Anrazonia.  Thomas I i '

L o v e j o y .  1 9 6 7 .  E B B A  N ' c l s . 3 0 :  I 1 6 - 1 2 2 '

The operat ion of  a co-operat ive research pro1ect  near

Belem, brazi l .  to co-ordinate research into aspects of

t he  comp lex  b i o l og i ca l  commun i t i es  o f  t he  t r op i ca l  r a i n

forests L summarlsed.  Detai l  is  g iven of  a projecl  t t r

col lect  informat ion on bi rds and the v i ruses of  the

fo res t  canopy ,  w i t h  pa r t i cu l a r  emphas i s  on  ve r t i ca l  s t r a t i -
f icat ion of^birds and associated v i ruses.  The project  in-

volves the use of  60 high-r igged mist  nets:  a detai led

descr ipt ion of  the techniqt le is  to be publ ished elsewhere'

Diseased Mourning Doves.  Dorothy B.  Hunt.  1967
I B B A  N e w s . 3 9 :  5 - s .

An  i nc i dence  o f  canke r  i n  N {ou rn i ng  Doves  i n  Ca l i -
f o rn i a  i n  1966  i s  no ted .  The  d i sease  i s  con tag ious  and

can be passed on f rom feed or  u 'ater .  Backyard feeding.

i n  such ' c i r cums tances .  i s  t o  be  ac t i ve l l  d i s cou raged  l t

is  noted that  banders can spread fungtrs and olher b i r -d
d i seases  by  a l l ow ing  unea ten  ba i t  t o  r o t .

An Arron for  N{ ist  Nets '  Robert  I )  Ytrn ich 1967

E B I I A  N c w s ,  3 0  7 l - 7 2 .

A  s imp le  home-n lade  ap ron  s i t h  s i x  pocke t s  i s  de -

. . i i t .d. 'Tn" uui iout  pochet-s carry tw'o or  three .nr is t  
nets

.r i . i ,  *n i r .  one is  re ierved for  g i ry l ines and.  other smal l

; ; ; ; '  ; ;d;"Jr .  Th.  upton facl l i ia tes erect ion and dis-

nrant l ing nets.  part icular ly  lvhen the nets are set  sonle

distance f rom the car.

A l l i rd I landing Box.  IVIary A Heimerdinger '  1967'

EBBA Nev , s ,  30 :  76 -78 .

Detai ts and sketches are given of  a box designed to

keeo  band ing  equ ipmen t  r ead i l ;  access tb l e .  and  sepa r -

^i"'d l"-l'.rn;-urtil.lit The box also provides a writing

surface for  iecord sheets.

On the Use of  Faul t  Bars in Aqeing l i rds-of  Prey '

l - r u " . i i  Hamers t r c ,m .  1967 .  IBBA  Ne r t ' s ,  39 :  35 -41 '

Fatr l t  bars,  or  hunger streaks,  are descr ibed and i l lus-

t rut . . i .  fn.  possib i l i ty  of  usin-g fatr l t  bars to age raptors

i r - . iun ' t in"d 'and some con-rpl ' icat ing except ions a.re d is-

cussed. N' toul t  pat terns of  several  raptors are glven'

Hood for  Handl ing Birds '  John aqd Ann Mathison'

1 9 6 7 .  I B B A  N e r l s , 3 9 :  7 3 .

A  hood  i s  advoca ted  t o  q t r i e t en  be l l i ge ren t  b i r ds  r vhen

these 'have  t o  be  hand led  f o r  : p -ec i a l p ro j ec t s . i n  such  a

t t  " - t f - r " i  both hands have to be f ree The hood is s inrpl -v

; r , ; ; .  ; i  dark c loth wi th shoe- laces for  drawstr ings'

A Screw-dr iver l l lodi f icat ion '  J im Parrack 196T '

R inec rs '  Bu l l a t i n ,  J : 8 .

l \4ost  banders wi l l  have exper ienced the necessi ty t t r

. .n lo* i  i i .and of  net  f rom behind the barb on a bi rd 's

ionnu..  A smal l  screu'-dr iver ,  wi th a b lade abotr t  *  inch

ui i8s. ,  ^n. l  modi f ied by notching lhe blade wi th a t r t -

n i r* i i rut  f i le ,  fo l lowed by a deepbr ctr t  wi th-  a hacksarv

h l i de .  i :  advoca ted  as  x  ve r )  t r se fu l  t oo l  l o r  l h t s  p l l r po \e

I lu lk Storage.  Derek Washington l96T Ri t tger 's '  Bt t l -

l e r i n , 3 ' . 11 .

The use of  a length of  mutton c loth is  su-qgested as a

.onuani .nt  method of  sto l  age when large nt tmbers of

imal l  passer ines are cziptured and -awai t  banding. ' .  Ur to

iCO SdnA--u. t ins have been thus held wi thout  i l l -ef fects

t o  t he  b i r ds .

The Capture of Sand-martins in Colonies' Andre l\'[ey-

lan.  1966. Tl te Ring.  49:  260-263.

A method of  captur ing nest ing Sand-mart ins by set-

t ing mist  nets f roni  the iop of  a c l i f f  is  descr ibed and

i l l u s t r a ted .

Easi ly  Readable l lands.  Char les H. Fel tes.  1967 '

We .s te rn  B i r d  Bande r .42 :  38 .

A re lat ively s imple method for  darkening the band

numbers on 6i rd bands wi th a b lack spir i t  s ta in is  out-

l ined.  The colour ing is  semi-permanent and the possib i l i ty

of  misreading band numbers when handl ing retraps rs
great ly  reduced.
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