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Recent Literature

BANDING AND RECOVERY REPORTS

Recoveries in Great Britain and Ireland of B_irds
Ringed Abroad. Robert Hudson. 1967. British Birds.
60:65-80.

Seven hundred and twenty-one recoveries of 71 species
of foreign ringed birds were reported for 1965. The
selective list of recoveries contains 210 birds of 69
species.

ANALYTICAL STUDIES

Survival Rates in Red-winged Blackbirds. Don. P.
trankhausen. 1967. Bird-Banding, 38: 139-142.

Survival rates of Red-winged Blackbirds were calcu-
jated from (a) live recaptures of banded birds at one
station at Cape Cod. U.S.A. and (b) from recoveries by
shooting of birds from many banding localities. Live
recaptures refer to birds banded at least 15 years before
analysis of data. and shot birds refer to birds banded at
least 10 years prior to analysis. The two sets of data
give weighted annual survival rates of 53 and 51 per
cent respectively.

Reliability of External Sex Characteristics of Starlings
in California. Robert G. Schwab and Rex E. Marsh.
1967. Bird-Banding, 38:143-147.

Starlings in California were sexed on the basis of eye-
ring and bill colouration. and the reliability of these
characteristics as sex indicators was later determined by
the examination of the reproductive organs of 100 male
and 100 female starlings. The bill colouration, although
useful only in the breeding season. is somewhat more
reliable than the iris feature (97.4 percent compared
with 95.7 percent).

The Migration and Dispersal of British Blackbirds.
D. W. Snow. 1966. Bird Study, 13: 237-255.

Migration and dispersal of blackbirds in Great Britain
are analysed, based mainly on recoveries of birds banded
as nestlings or juveniles. Irish recoveries constitute about
one third of winter recoveries of birds banded in Scot-
land. but this proportion decreases to about two per cent
of winter recoveries of birds banded in Southern Eng-
land. Blackbirds are very little prone to hard weather
movements, and there is no evidence connecting the
amount of migration in different winters with food sup-
ply or population level. There is no tendency to be more
migratory in their first winter than in later winters.
There is little difference in migratory behaviour between
the sexes. Some aspects of the biological significance of
partial migration are discussed.

Another Aspect of Negative Information. Mabel War-
burton. 1967. EBBA News, 30: 83-84.

Issue is taken with the Banding Office concerning their
discouragement of banding “sick and injured birds”, on
the basis that such birds are part of the population
being studied. and that rejection of this part of the
population can give distorted data. Unfortunately the
writer does not consider the aspect that banding activi-
ties near feeding stations are likely to result in the
banding of abnormal numbers of sick and injured birds.

Wind and the Net Hour. Don Beimborn. 1967. IBBA
News, 39: 42-43.

Americans often summarize their netting effort in
terms of net hours. Some factors influencing netting
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efficiency are discussed. with particular emphasis being
given to the effect of wind velocity.

The Wandering Albatross (Diomedea exulans): Results
of Banding and Observations in New South Wales
Coastal Waters and the Tasman Sea. J. D. Gibson.
1967. Notornis 14: 47-57.

The distribution of the various albatrosses in Aus-
tralian waters is briefly summarized. With the develop-
ment of an effective method of catching Wandering
Albatrosses at sea. over 1700 have been banded off
N.S.W. up to 1966. Data on weights and measurements
are given. Some 61 recoveries have eventuated from
South Georgia. a distance of over 7000 miles, and
reciprocal recoveries of South Georgia banded birds have
been recorded. Other recoveries are from Kerguelen.
Marion and Auckland Islands. The abundance of the
species in the Tasman Sea is discussed. Variations in the
plumage of back. head. inner wing and tail are described.
and iliustrated. The sequence of plumage change. based
on individual retraps, is discussed.

Recovery Rates for Small Band Sizes Used at the
Long Point Bird Observatory, 1960-1964. D. J. T. Hus-
sell. 1967. Ontario Bird Banding. 3: 5-10.

Recoveries of birds banded at the observatory and
reported by the general public are grouped by band size.
As would be expected. the recovery rate increased with
increasing band size, varying from 0.019 per cent for
the smallest size. through 0.024. 0.042. 0.11. 0.45 to
0.76 per cent for the largest size considered. The four-
fold increase between the fourth and fifth sizes is
regarded as significant: the four small sizes have only a
serial number stamped on the outside. while the larger
sizes also include instructions and address. It 1s recom-
mended that the Wildlife Services examine their re-
covery data and that bands be redesigned if it is found
that lack of a readily visible address is having a serious
adverse effect on small bird recovery data.

Color Marking to Trace Blackbird and Starling Move-
ments. Joseph L. Guarino and Paul P. Woronecki. 1967.
Western Bird Bander. 42:26-27.

Approximately 50,000 blackbirds and starlings have
been marked by adding a coloured plastic strip attached
to the bird’s leg by mears of the regular band. Analysis
of data shows no adverse affects of the colour marked
birds. Of recaptured birds, 98 per cent retained their
tags for up to four months. but only 10 per cent were
left after 13-16 months. In one study it was shown that
colour marking increased the recovery rates by between
65 and 205 per cent.

TECHNIQUES

A Method for Constructing and Erecting Aerial-nets
in a Forest. Jon S. Greenlaw and Jeff Swinebroad. 1967.
Bird-Banding, 38:114-119.

A method is given for erecting modified mist nets in
a broad-leafed forest. The long horizontal axis of a
standard mist net is used as the vertical axis of the aerial
net. Shelf strings of the standard net are removed, and
new ones inserted on the new horizontal line. The net
is mounted between two light poles. Placement of the
net, aspects of site selection. removing birds, and storing
nets are discussed. It is stated that the aerial nets are
as effective as ground sited mist nets in capturing birds,
but the data to support this claim are meagre.
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An Apron for Mist Nets. Robert P. Yunich. 1967.
EBBA News, 30: 71-72.

A simple home-made apron with six pockets is de-
scribed. The various pockets carry two or three mist nets
each. while one is reserved for guy lines and other small
odds and ends. The apron facilitates erection and dis-
mantling nets, particularly when the nets are set some
distance from the car.

A Bird Banding Box. Mary A. Heimerdinger. 1967.
EBBA News, 30: 76-78.

Details and sketches are given of a box designed to
keep banding equipment readily accessible and separ-
ated in compartments. The box also provides a writing
surface for record sheets.

On the Use of Fault Bars in Asceing Birds of Prey.
Francis Hamerstrom. 1967. IBBA News, 39: 35-41.

Fault bars, or hunger streaks, are described and illus-
trated. The possibility of using fault bars to age raptors
is examined and some complicating exceptions are dis-
cussed. Moult patterns of several raptors are given.

Hood for Handling Birds. John and Ann Mathison.
1967. IBBA News, 39: 73.

A hood is advocated to quieten belligerent birds when
these have to be handled for special projects in such a
way that both hands have to be free. The hood is simply
made of dark cloth with shoe-laces for drawstrings.

A Screw-driver Modificatior.
Ringers’ Bulletin, 3:8.

Most banders will have experienced the necessity to
remove a strand of net from behind the barb on a bird’s
tongue. A small screw-driver, with a blade about # inch
across, and modified by notching the blade with a tri-
angular file, followed by a deeper cut with a hacksaw
blade. is advocated as a very useful too!l for this purpose.

Jim Parrack. 1967.

Bulk Storage. Derek Washington. 1967. Ringers’ Bul-
letin, 3:11.

The use of a length of mutton cloth is suggested as a
convenient method of storage when large numbers of
small passerines are captured and await banding. Up to
2¢O Sand-martins have been thus held without ill-effects
to the birds.

The Capture of Sand-martins in Colonies. Andre Mey-
lan. 1966. The Ring. 49: 260-263.

A method of capturing nesting Sand-martins by set-
ting mist nets from the top of a cliff is described and
illustrated.

Easily Readable Bands. Charles
Western Bird Bander, 42: 38.

A relatively simple method for darkening the band
numbers on bird bands with a black spirit stain is out-
lined. The colouring is semi-permanent and the possibility
of misreading band numbers when handling retraps is
greatly reduced.

H. Feltes. 1967.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Co-operative Bird Ringing. B. S. Nau. 1967 Bird
Study. 14: 1-9.

An outline is given of the growth of the Rye Meads
Ringing Group from the initial interest of two non-
banders who recognised the potential of the area. to the
present well organised group of about thirty members
with varying interests. The importance of systematically
recording full data for each bird is emphasised. Examples
are given of information obtained from analysis of data.

Swallow Ringing in South Africa. A. D. §. Hewilt
1966. Bokmakierie. 18: 90-91.

Swallow Ringing in Natal. Walter J. Lawson. ihid..
18:92.

Swallow Ringing in the Western Cape. J. G. R. Mac-
leod ibid., 18:93-94.

These three short papers summarize banding projects
in three areas of South Africa. Distant recoveries are
briefly detailed.

Des 1966.

Ringicrg in Rhodesia Today. Jackson.

Bokmakierie. 18: 94-96.

About 3,000 birds are banded annually in Rhodesia.
The major projects being undertaken are outlined. Brief
details are given of distant recoveries.

Mist-netting Neotropical Swifts. Charles T. Collins.
1967. EBBA News. 30: 73-75.

Details are given of banding swifts in Trinidad. in-
cluding capture by mist netting. An example is given.
with illustrations. of an almost perfect netting location
in Venezuela for netting swifts as they fly through &
narrow pass in the high coastal mountains.

Cowbirds Wintering in a Decoy Trap. Harold E. Burtt
and Maurice L. Giltz, 1967. IBBA News, 39:23-25.

Since the practice of feeding birds in winter has be-
come widespread in parts of the northern hemisphere.
some birds have foregone migration and now winter
near artificial feeders. The present paper recounts a
variation of this, whereby a group of cowbirds was found
to have spent much of a winter in a 80 ft x 30 ft x 7 ft
decoy trap.

Birds and Viruses in Lower Amazonia. Thomas E.
Lovejoy. 1967. EBBA News, 30: 116-122.

The operation of a co-operative research project near
Belem, Brazil. to co-ordinate research into aspects of
the complex biological communities of the tropical rain
forests is summarised. Detail is given of a project to
collect information on birds and the viruses of the
forest canopy. with particular emphasis on vertical strati-
fication of birds and associated viruses. The project in-
volves the use of 60 high-rigged mist nets; a detailed
description of the technique is to be published elsewhere.

Diseased Mourning Doves. Dorothy B. Hunt. 1967.
IBBA News, 39: 55.

An incidence of canker in Mourning Doves in Cali-
fornia in 1966 is noted. The disease is contagious and
can be passed on from feed or water. Backyard feeding,
in such circumstances. is to be actively discouraged. It
is noted that banders can spread fungus and other bird
diseases by allowing uneaten bait to rot.




