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On Tuesda i ,  8  Augus t  1967 .  t he  Aus -
t ra l i an  B i rd -band in_e  Scheme rece i ved  a
ia re  honou r  w 'hen  H is  Exce l l ency  the
Gove rno r  Genera l ,  t he  R igh t  Honou rab le
Lord Casey jo ined members at  sea of f
Ma laba r  t o  w i t ness  the  ca tch ing  and
band ing  o f  Wander ing  A lba t rosses  (D io -
medea eru lans) .

Ear l ier  His E.xcel lencv had exDressed inreresr
in th is  pro ject  and af te i  s tudying some mater ia l
.1nd photosraphs rvhich I  was able to supply.  i t
' . , ,as decided that  Monday,  7 August ,  be devoted
to a lbatross banding.  This date proved impract ica l
when the worst  easter ly  gale for  some months
bat tered Sydney's  coast l ine and i t  was a measure
of  His Excel lency 's  d isappointment  that  h is  pro-
gramme._was rearranged to make the fo l lowing
day avai lable.  Almost  miraculously  the weathei
abated and f rom then on the exerc ise could be
r lcscr ibed as a 100 per  cent  success.

The smal l  boats,  ably  or-sanised by Bi l l  Lane
\ \ 'crc  at  Malabar car ly  and set  out  to  look for  b i rds
which.  at  that  hour ,  were d isconcert ins lv  scarce.
. lohn Disney,  Malcolm Cameron,  Sue I lewi t t  and
Peter  Cox manned the 20 f t  l \ luseum boat  whi le
two smal ler  d inghies were crewed by Bi l l  and
Trev.or Lane, Hairv Battam, Durno Murray, John
l-ewis and David Purchase,  the last  having iowed
r ine boat  f rom Canberra.  Peter  Cox an? John
i .crv is  representcd thc Bel lambi  banders.  I t  was
Ltnfor tunate that  Ar thur  Mothersdi l l  who has
contr ibuted perhaps morc than anyone to the

His Excel lency is  in t roduced to a 'Wanderer '  by Doue Gibson rvhi lc
t s i l l  Lanc .  T rcvo r  Lunc  and  Har r r  Ba t tan r  i t cad r :  t hc  d ineh r
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succcss of  a lbatross banding \ \ , i t ,s .  on t l rc  t lar ' .  roo
i l l  t o  t a k c  o a r t .

The pol ice cru iser  "Col in  J .  I )c lancr , "  ]c1 ' t
A d m i r a l t y  H o u s e  a t  9 . 1 - 5  a . m .  H i s  E x c c l l c d c r ' * a s
accompanied by h is  mi l i rary and pr i r  a te iccrc-
tar ies,  Kei th Hindwood and mvsel f .  Senior  nrenr-
bers of  the Ncw South \ \ 'a les \ \  arer  Ptr l icc r icre
also on board.

At  Malabar the b i rds prov ided p lentv of  ocr ion.
Wanderers and Giant  Petre ls  arr ived in  increasrnc
numbers throughout  the morninc and despi tc  l
s t rengthening wester ly  breeze the catchers d is-
p layeci  thei r  technique to per fect ion in  carchinc
about  20 b i rds,  several  of  which were pur  o i
board the "Delaney" for  c loser  inspe ct ion.  . {
Giant .Petre l  p le l ' ious ly  r i r teed.at  Macquar ic  Is land
provided a specia l  point  of  in terest  and one c l t
the Wanderers had been banded at  Bel lambi  a
weck earlier.

His Excel lency,  who is  patron of  the \ \ / i ld  L i fc
Preservat ion Societv of  Austra l ia .  was keenlv in
terested in  a l l  aspects of  the operat ion 'and
revealed a broad knowledge of  natu ia l  h is torv in
the course of  in terest ing* conr  ersat io l t .  Beiore
leaving Malabar for  a p icn ic  lunch in N4iddle
Harbour,  His Excel lcncy thanked a l l  those tak in!
Dart .

-  .A memorable day indeed and especia l l l  erat i -
tyrng In that  we were able to prov ide His Er_
cel lency wi th a thoroughl l ,  en jo lable respi re f ronr
h is  more formal  dut ies.

Doug Cih.st t r t ,
I  2  Redman  Ay .enue ,
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