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His Excellency is introduced to a “Wanderer” by Doug Gibson while
Bill Lane, Trevor Lane and Harry Battam steady the dinghy.
Photo: Australian News and Information Bureau. Canberra. A.C.T.

On Tuesday 8 August 1967, the Aus-
tralian Bird-banding Scheme received a
rare honour when His Excellency the
Governor General, the Right Honourable
Lord Casey joined members at sea off
Malabar to witness the catching and
banding of Wandering Albatrosses (Dio-
medea exulans).

Farlier His Excellency had expressed interest
in this project and after studying some material
and photographs which 1 was able to supply, it
vas decided that Monday, 7 August, be devoted
to albatross banding. This date proved impractical
when the worst ecasterly gale for some months
battered Sydney’s coastline and it was a measure
of His Excellency’s disappointment that his pro-
gramme was rearranged to make the following
day available. Almost miraculously the weather
abated and from then on the exercise could be
described as a 100 per cent success.

The small boats, ably organised by Bill Lane
were at Malabar early and set out to look for birds
which, at that hour, were disconcertingly scarce.
John Disney, Malcolm Cameron, Sue Hewitt and
Peter Cox manned the 20 ft Museum boat while
two smaller dinghies were crewed by Bill and
Trevor Lane, Harry Battam, Durno Murray, John
Lewis and David Purchase, the last having towed
one boat from Canberra. Peter Cox and John
t.ewis represented the Bellambi banders. It was
unfortunate that Arthur Mothersdill who has
contributed perhaps morc than anyone to the
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success of albatross banding was. on the day. too
ill to take part.

The police cruiser “Colin J. Delaney™ left
Admiralty House at 9.15 a.m. His Excellency was
accompanied by his military and private secre-
taries, Keith Hindwood and myself. Senior mem-
bers of the New South Wales Water Police were
also on board.

At Malabar the birds provided plenty of action.
Wanderers and Giant Petrels arrived in increasing
numbers throughout the morning and despitc a
strengthening westerly breeze the catchers dis-
played their technique to perfection in catching
about 20 birds, several of which were put on
board the *“Delaney” for closer inspection. A
Giant Petrel previously ringed at Macquarie Island
provided a special point of interest and one of
the Wanderers had been banded at Bellambi a
week ecarlier.

His Excellency, who is patron of the Wild Life
Preservation Society of Australia, was keenly in
terested in all aspects of the operation and
revealed a broad knowledge of natural history in
the course of interesting conversation. Before
leaving Malabar for a picnic lunch in Middle
Harbour, His Excellency thanked all those taking
part.

A memorable day indeed and especially grati-
fying in that we were able to provide His Ex-
cellency with a thoroughly enjoyable respite from
his more formal duties.

Doug Gibson,
12 Redman Avenue,
Thirroul, N.S.W,



