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On 28 and 29 Dccenrber  i  95 8 in
ext remely hot  weather .  thc authors mist
net ted at  Cat ta i  near  Windsor .  N.S.W.
The local i ty  is  s i tuated in  the Wianamarra
shale area and consis ts  of  dry  sc lerophyl l
forest  habi ta t .

One 30 foot  bv -1 foot  Japancse mist  net  rvas
sct  at  r ight  anslcs lc t  $  hat  appeared af ter  br ie f
observat ion to be the most  populur  of  a number
of  snra l l  watcrholes a long an otherwise d. ) '
watercoursc.  Dur ing thc t "vo days.  128 b i rds wcrc
banded.  inc ludin,s 88 Fuscous Honeycaters
(Meliphaga ILt.s<a).

Banding was cont inued in thc arca for  a few
vears at  not  verv regular  in tcrvals  dur ing the
summer months.  Encroachntcnt  of  human habi t : t -
t ion and the construct iorr  of  an ear th dam
across the watcrcourse rcsul tec l  in  the ccsset ion
of  these act iv i t ies.

A problem r ' " ' i th  Fuscous Honcr ,catcr  p l r - rmagcs
caused us to consider  a return to the area dur ing
the summer of  1966 /  61 ancl .  rv i th  the co-
operat ion of  thc orvncr .  a number of  'u , is i ts  were
nr  ade.

Apart  f  rom the honrc LrLr i lc l ing aboLrt  100
r  ards f rom the \ \ 'a tcrcorr rsc and the construct ion
o f  t hc  sn ta l l  dan t .  l i t t l c  chancc  l r ad  bccn  madc
to  t hc  hab i t a t .  l n  f ac t .  t hc  c i ' ns t ruc t i r ) n  o f  t hc
c lanr  probablr  hc lpcd l rs  thc wl i tcrcourse w, : rs
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[ ) h c t l o :  S .  ( r .  I  ; i n r

T lte A rt . t trul iurt l l i r t l  lJttnt l t , t '

conrplete lv  drv or . r  sonte occasions.  Thc b i r t ls
prcfer  to  dr ink and bathe at  the snta l l  \ \ar r . rh() lcs
scat tercd a long the watercourse but  r r  hcn thcsc
w'ere dry.  succcssfu l  banding u.as carr icd oLr t
anrong the vegetat ion near the Iargcr  l r t i l ic i l l
u r t c rho le  f o l r r r ed  bv  t he  dam.

The outstanding resul t  o f  thc v is i ts  dur inc thc
pi ls t  Summer was the ret rapping o l  f i rc  FLr ic , r r rs
Honeyeaters and one male Rufous \ \  l r is t lcr
(Puclttcepltala rttf iventrisl- see Recove rr Rourrd-
up p.  4O-which had been banded on th l r  f i rsr
v is i t  in  l9-58.  For  the honeveaters rh is  rcLrr .scnrs
an unusual ly  h igh recovery rute of  5.7 pe r  c t -nr .
abou t  e igh t  yea rs  a f t e r  band ing  und  i n  rhc  cusc
of  thc Rufous Whist ler .  as i t  u ,as rhc onlv onc
banded dur ing t l re  f i rs t  v is i t .  a  100 pcr-  ccn;
recover) /  over  e ight  years la tcr l

Other  "o ld"  recover ies at  th is  s i tc-  dur in-c t l r t
season inc luded a Brown-headcd Htrncr  catr . r
(Mel i t l t reptus bret , i rost r is)  8-5 months.  r r t l tcr '
F u s c o u s  H o n c v e a t e r s  U 4 , 8 7  a n d  9 5  n t o n r h s .
and  a  Ru fous  Wh is t l e r  72  mon ths  a f t t r  bund ing .

\ \ 'e  iv ish to record our  thanks to \1r  C Tol l rs .
the owncr of  thc propcr ty  who so k indl r  pr ' rn t i r tc( i
us thc neccssarY access.  and to Hc' lcnu Dor le  .
C l i ve  Camp ion  and  Pc te r  Spu rec  uho  p ro r i t l e . i
c l c ta i l s  o f  t hc i r  band ing  a t  t h i s  k r ca t i on .
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