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The Versatilé

Interest attaches to the suggestion by Mr. R.
H. Green of Launceston (Aust. Bird Bander,
June, 1966, p. 37) that the Grey Shrike-Thrush
(Colluricincla harmonica) may sometimes breed
in immature plumage. Any such occurrence, how-
ever, must be rare, for in a long experience with
the species, in various States and at all seasons,
[ have never met a case of the kind. On the
other hand, I have been puzzled more than once
by particular vocal performances on the part of
immature Grey Thrushes.

As a youth in Central Victoria I once heard
plaintive piping notes that were not familiar, and
even on tracing them to their source—two sturdy
small birds with streaked breasts—I was no wiser
until 1 saw the two pipers being fed by a pair of
adult Grey Thrushes. It seemed curious that a
species possessing bold and melodious notes in
maturity should use such plaintive (almost wail-
ing) calls soon after leaving the nest.

Later, in Queensland, 1 was astonished by a
very different example of vocalism on the part of
a young Grey Thrush. On a day in early spring

Grey Thrush

the bird was hopping from ground to branches in
a grove of eucalypts near Brisbane. and every
now and then it poured out a most charming
melody-—not the resonant whistling notes (which
are usually individual) but a beautiful song of
soliloquy.

This was the most continuous and perhaps
most engaging performance 1 had ever heard from
a Grey Thrush; and it came from a bird whose
breast bore the streaking of immaturity.

More than forty years passed before 1 heard a
similar performance from a Grey Thrush: and
this time, although the occasion was a hot day
in Jate summer—with the sun beating down on
a woodland west of Svdney—the melody was
again continuous and very agreeable. but so
slight as to merit being classed as a whisper-song.

It seemed to me that in this sccond case also
the singer was an immature bird. but in the brief
glimpse available one could not be certain.

A. H. Chisholm, History House,
8 Young Street, Sydney.

NEW MEMBERS

Full Members:

BYWATER, J., CSIRO Division of Wildlife Re-
search, Canberra, A.C.T.

KAY, R. A., 53 Kelvin Grove Rd., Kelvin Grove, Qld.

Associate Members:
COOPER, W. T., “Manooka”, Bungwahl, N.S.W.

EMERY, REV. BRO.. St. Joseph's College, Hunters
Hill, N.S.w.

GILBERT, Mrs. G. E., “Cabarita”, 18 Shiprock Rd.,
Port Hacking, N.S.W.

GOOD, R. C.. 13 Coroneagh St., Penguin, Tas.

KEEN, M. F. A., Scotland Island, via Church Point,
N.S.w.

McCARTHY. D. M., 2 Nilgenee St., Rostrevor, S.A.
MIFSUD, Mrs. J. R, C/- P.O., Pine Creek, N.T.
REIDY. J. G.. 40 Bowditch Place, Griffith, N.S.W.
ROBERTS, N. L., 10 Kardelia Ave., Killara, N.S.W.
TALBOT, B. S.. Kimberley Research Station, Kunu-

nurra, W.A.
WEST. A. H.. Birdwood Ave., Cowes, Phillip Island.
Vic.
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WOOD, C., “Faraway".

Green Lane. Churt. Surrey,
England.

Junior Members:

ANDERBERG. ..
N.S.W.

BUSBY, J.. Woodlands. Armidale. N.S.W.
DANIELS, M., 6 Fraser Rd.. Cowan. N.S.W.
DUDLEY, P. S.. 15 Mirool St., West Ryde. N.S.W.
LATIMER. S., 8 Cumberland St.. Blacktown, N.S.W.
LIDDY, Miss M., 5 Ben St.. Chermside. Qld.
LIDDY, T., 5 Ben St.. Chermside. Qld.

SOUTHWELL. N. A., 33 Darke Ave.. Caringbah.
N.S.W.

69 Marmong Rd.. Booragul,

Change of Status:

The following members have been advanced
to Full Membership.

BETTS, 1., 16 Walker Cres.. Griffith. A.C.T.

DONAGHEY. R. H.. D.AS.F. Warangoi. via Rabaul,
T.P.N.G.

LONGMORE. N. W
Hills, N.S.W.

LSO Daniel Ave.. Baulkham
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