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'fhe Versatile Grev Thrush
ln terest  at tachcs to the suggest ion by Mr.  R.

H. Grccn of Launceston (Aust. Bird Bander,
June, 1966, p. 37) that the Grey Shrike-Thrush
(Colluricincla harmonica) may sometimes breed
in immature plumage. Any such occurrence, how-
evcr, must bc rare, for in a long experience with
the species, in various States and at all seasons,
I have never met a case of the kind. On the
other hand. I have been puzzled more than once
by particular vocal performances on the part of
immature Grey Thrushes.

As a youth in Ccntral Victoria I once heard
plaintive piping notes that were not familiar, and
cven on tracing them to thsil 5stl lss-two sturdy
small birds rvith streaked breasts-I was no wiser
unti l I saw the trvo pipers being fed by a pair of
adult Grey Thrushes. It seemed curious that a
species possessing bold and melodious notes in
maturity should use such plaintive (almost wail-
ing) calls soon after leaving the nest.

Later. in Queensland, I was astonished by a
very dif lerent example of vocalism on the part of
a young Grey Thrush. On a day in early spring

the b i rd r . i ,as hopping f rom ground to branche s in
a grove of  eucalypts near  Br isban! ' .  and cvcrv
now and then i t  poured out  a most  charnr in-g
melody-not the resonant rvhistl ing notes (*'hich
are usual ly  ind iv idual )  but  a beaut i fu l  song of
soli loquy.

This was the most  cont inuous and perhaps
most engaging performance I had cve r heard fronr
a Grey Thrush; and it came from a bird *'hose
breast bore the streaking of immaturit l ' .

More than forty years passed befclre I hcard a
s imi lar  per formance f rom a Grer  Thrush:  and
this time, although thc occasion \\ 'as a hot da1,
in la te summer wi th thc sun bcat ing dor in o i r
a woodlar.rd west of S1'dncy-the nrclody g as
again cont inuous and verv aqrecablc. .  but  so
slight as to nterit beine classc-d as a ri 'hispcr-sclnrl.

I t  seemed to me that  in  th is  sccond casc a lso
the s inger  was an immaturc b i rd.  but  in  th. -  br ic f
g l impse avai lable one could not  bc ccr ta in.

A.  H.  Cl i .s l to lnt ,  Hi . r tor t  House,
8 Yottnc Street. Slr/rrcr'.

Ful l  Members:

BYWATER. J. ,  CSIRO Div is ion of  Wi ld l i fe Re-
search.  Canberra.  A.C.T.

KAY, R. A. ,  53 Kelv in Grove Rd.,  Kelv in Grove,  Qld.

Associate Members:

COOPER, W. T. .  "Manooka",  Bungwahl ,  N.S.W.

EMERY, REV. I lRO..  St .  Joseph's Col lege,  Hunters
H i l l .  N . s .w .

GILBERT, l \ { rs.  G. E. ,  ' 'Cabar i ta" .  18 Shiprock Rd.,
Port  Hacking.  N.S.W.

GOOD.  R .  C . .  13  Co roneagh  S t . ,  Pengu in ,  Tas .

KEEN. Iv l .  F.  A. ,  Scot land Is land.  v ia Church Point .
N .S .W.

M..  2 Ni lgenee St. ,  Rostrevor,  S.A

R.,  C/-  P.O.,  Pine Creek,  N.T.

Bowditch Place,  Gr i f f i th,  N.S.W.

10 Kardel la Ave. ,  Ki l lara,  N.S.W.

TAI-BOT. ts. S.. Kimberley Research Station. Kunu
nur ra .  W.A.

WEST.  A .  H. .  B i rdqood Ave. .  Cowes.  Ph i l l i o  Is land
Vic .

WOOD,  C . ,  
"Fa raua1  " .  

G reen  Lane .  Chu r t .  Su r l e r .
England.

Junior  Nlembers:

A N D E R B E R G .  I . . 6 9  M a r m o n g  R d . .  I l o o r a g u l .
N .S .W.

BUSBY,  J . .  Wood lands .  A rm ida le .  N .S . \ \ , .

DANIELS .  N , [ . .  6  F rase r  Rd . .  Couan .  N .S . \ \ , .

DUDLEY,  P .  S . .  l - s  \ { i r oo l  S t . .  \ \ ' e s r  R1de .  N .S .W.

LAT IMER.  S . .  8  Cu rnbe r l and  S t . .  B l ack to *n .  N .S .W.

LIDDY, Miss l r { . .  5 Ben St. .  Chernrs ide.  Cl l t l .

L IDDY,  T . ,  5  Ben  S t . .  Che rms ide .  Q ld .

SOUTHWELL .  N .  A . .  33  Da rke  Ave . .  Ca r i ngbah .
N .S .W.

Change of Status:

The fo l lorv ing nrenrbers have been advanced
to  FL r l l  I \ f embe rsh ip .

BETTS.  I . ,  l 6  Wa l ke r  C res . .  G r i f f i t h .  A .C .T .

l \ {cCARTHY. D.

MIFSUD,  Mrs .  J .

REIDY.  J .  G, .  . {O

ROBERTS.  N.  L . .

I\EW MtrMBERS

DONAGHEY.  R.
T .P.N.G.

LONGN,{ORE. N
Hi l l s .  N .S.W.

H. .  D .A .S .F .  Warango i .  r ' i a  Rahau l .

\ \ ' . .  L -50  Dan ie l  Ave . .  [ ] au l khan r
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