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the inception of thc project and there would be
a rcasonable chancc of recoveries or retraDs.

Banding of Known Breeding Birds
This can be done by netting adults adjacent

to ncsts whcn they are feeding young. At that
period it is usually easy to determine sex by
plumage as thc male of any mated pair is nor-
mal lv  br ichter  than the fcmale.  Examinat ion of
thc 

-cloaJal 
region can confirm sex and cven

whcn trapped away from nests, can indicate that
the bird is breeding in the area. H. J. de S.
Dislrcy proposcs to givc details of this method
in a paper at a later date. Experience with this
mcthod is essential before giving positive informa-
t ion.

Recording of Plumage Data
Esscntial plumage data should be recorded for

all Silvercyes banded in relation to the Co-
oDerativc Silvereve Proiect. Each bander wil l no
dbubt have his own way of doing this, but what-
cver thc notation used, it must be translatable
in tcrms of recognised plumage groups.

It is difticult to get an exact standard of
plumage recording without a detailed colour
chart available to all banders. Efforts are now
being made to produce a suitable guide for this
purpose. However, I have previously indicated
( 1962 ) that there is a very clear plumage differ-
cncc between Tasmanian type Silvereycs and
S-v"dney type birds and somc grouping between
these two cxtremes is also possible. I havc found
that thcrc are noticeable plumage differences in
pairs of birds breeding in the Sydney district.
Somc have rather dull plumage, the females
particularly lacking colour. Others have bright
plumage with a rufous wash on their f lanks.
stronger in thc males. (In any pair, the male is
normally more brightly plumaged than the
female.) It must be remembered that plumage
will vary to some degree with individuals. After
moulting. the birds are brighter, particularly just
prior to breeding but at the end of the breeding
season before moulting again, feathers are worn
zrnd colours usually duller.

Throat Colour:
Yellow, varying from bright
or olive sreen.
Yellow oi oale vellow.

The following classification used by me is
basically that published by D. M. Walker (1964),
with variations.

7'hree Silver"eye specimen.s front A.C.T. tuken
itr Junusry.

o Four Tusntanion type Silvereye .spe(imens olso
from A.C.T. taken in |uly.

Flank Colour:
to pale Grey, sometimes with buff or tawny

tlnge.
T'awny (midway between Sydney typc
and Vic. -Tas.  types) .
Rufous.
Grey.
Rufous.

Rufous brown.

Type: Location:
A Sydney

A-B Canberra

B
C
D

Melbourne Yellow or pale yellow.
? Grey.
Tasmania Whitish to pale grey, sometimes

flecked with a l itt le yellow usually
near chin.

Tasmania Grey.
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