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REVIEWS

A Ficeld-list of the Birds of Canberra and District.
Compiled by members of the ACT. Branch of the
R.AOLU. and published by the ACTT. Branch of the
R oA O, 1966, 16 ppooand map.

I'hiv hands. pocket-~ize hooklet is based on the re-
searches o menhers of the AC T, branch of the Roval
Awstralasian Ornithologists Lnion. 11 stmmarises,  in
what mav well be the ultimede in graphologic and dix-
cramatic representation  all that is at present known
abhout the status of the 2584 species of bhirds recorded
from  the area treated by the compilers.

Unostiad occurrenees aoted include such birds as the
Piain Wanderer, Cattle Feret, Caspian Tern. Black Kite
Girey Fulcon, Shining Bronse-Cuckoo, Crimson Chat tone
Brecdine record), Tawnmy-crowned Honeveater. and the

Yellow-throated  Miner tone  breeding  recordl Other
miteresting information refates to the Pink Robin (an
unconumon ctumn amnd  winter visitor), the Western

Warbler ta spring and sommer breeding migrant) und
the Pilot-hind 1a restdent spectes of the timbered Brinda-
Bella and Tidbinhilla Ranges)y.

1The main purpose of the booklet i~ 1o provide re-
Jable Jata tor ornithologists and naturalists generalfs
on the distribution.  habitat preferences  and  nesting
periods of the birds normally inhabiting the Canberra
Dyistrict tand those of 1Take George and Lake Balthorsin
[t fulfills this purpose admirably and will undoubtedhy

promote much valuable field work in the future. Tt i
s o most wseful source of information for those
interested in the distribution of Australiun birds as a
whole. A perusad of s 1A pages of condensed know-

ledee i os <timlating as 4 vame of chess,

Copies mas be obtamed from Mo W HL Oldham, 14
Willcock Place, Curting ACT, The price s 3 -0 or 30
cent fposted 3OSd or 35 cents ).

K. A, HINDWOGOD,
Svdnev., NSV

“Report of International Banding in Fastern Asia,
1964 v HL Fllioun MeClhure tmimeo. foolseap:
Migratory Anmimal Puthological Surves. Armed Forces
Puthologieal Institute. Tokyoo Japand,

The uhjectives of the banding programnme which s the
subiect of this report are: “to determine migration routes
ot bards in Asin and 1o adentity therr Fewos and endo
parasites. and through the accumulation of these data 1o
and o studies of the distoibution and movement of the
soonoses related o birds, 1ol Tapanese encephalitis, seralb
nphus, tich-borne encephalitis, etel”

Sinee 19630 when the programme became  operalive.
A65NR birds of 689 species have been banded, and the
cmiphusis hiss been on fund birds because migration
rontes of Jand Brds mocastern Asta are poorly known,
and itowas felr that information aceruing from these
would huve correluted medical value as well.

Fhe report emphasises the ditliculties inherent in o

programnte with  co-operators banding im0 oan area
stretchime from Japan o Nepal, and  including the

Philippines and North Borneo thut not Burma, Cambaodia
or Vietnamy Some 1R species are mmvolved  and
MoClure has tackled the enormouns sk of compiling o
provisional checklist of cast Asian hirds: this runs inle
151 pages. Fach page of species (with vernacular names)
also shows the numbers banded during 1964 10 ten
coeographical areas.

Fechmigues of banding tmostdy mist netst and collec:
tion of ecto-parasites and hlood Protozon wre described.
and o short list ol recoveries s ogiven. These suggest
alrcady  that buzzards  rBarasioer Foadicnsy (a0 passage
migrant in Japan, and two egrets, £ oncrmedinc and
b, of Japunese origing over winter in the Phillipines

The possihifitn of recoveries between south-castern
Asio and New Guinea Australia are enhanced now thai
banding teams are operating in the Philippines, particu-
larlv in the case of some water birds and waders
Endonesia still remains a blank on the banding map. bui
itis o be hoped that co-operaters can eventually he
enlisted there.

WoOR. HITCHCOQCOK. Canberra, ACT.

BIRD REPORT: 1964, compiled by Lord Medway and
I.Co0L WNisbet, The Malavan Natiive Joarpal, vol 19,
Nos. 2 oand 3 September. 19650 pp. FAO-T0

This Report. the third of the series. deals with such
achivities ws the movements of migrants, ringing  resident
populations and nesting reconds. Ten species were added
1o the Malayan list in 1964, one of the "new”™ birds
being u Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. @ wader that normally
passes east of Malavsia on ity migration to Ausiralia
where iU is commoen and widely distributed during the
spring and autumn muoaths.

Fhe number of birds ringed in 1964 wus 7394 Some
244 species were represented in this wotal. which is well
in excess of the 1963 Agures of 2588 individuuls and
199 species respectively. The increase was due. in part.
1o the services of trained professional ringers emploved
under o prant from the Migratory Animal Pathologicid
Survey (AMAPS). bapan.

Farlv in 1964 o nest record  card seheme wis
fuunched by members of the Societs and 89 cards for
42 species were completed.

An interesting photograph shows o darge flock of
Black-tuiled Godwits in flight: o concentration of these
hirds on the Perah coast on November 3 numbered
S0k in addinon, several thousand more were noted
in o ncarhy locality, Such numbers are impressive 1o
Anstralian observers 1o whom this Godwil s a con-
paratively  rare  lird, Other  photographs  depict
Dowitcher at Singapore wnd Whimbrels roosting in man-
grove Trees il high tide, a Babii common to that species.

A final secton of 14 pages deals with selected species.
among which are several kinds thal ocenr abo in Aus-
rralic, A roost of Common o Barn Swallows (Hirendo
rrsricad at Bentong wus estimated by sample counts e
contain 100000 hirds in December, Another reost in
the town of Tampin totlled about 200000 birds, Such
watherings in Australin would couse o mild flutter i
the hearts of hird-banders. In recent sears this Swallow
has been seen in small numbers at Derby in posth-west
Australia.

Members of the Malavan Niature Sociely are o be
congratulated on their enthusiasny. Their field activities
have resnited in much valuable information of interest
aot only to local werkers. bul also 1o orntthologists in

other parts of the world
k. A HINDWQOOID.
Sydney, N.SW.



