The Australian Bird Bander

— EXTRACTS

A letter dated December 150 1965, from Mr.
R. H. Green, Queen Victoria Muscum and  Art
Gallery. Launceston, Tasmania, states:

“l have read with interest the article in the
December, 1965, issue by Steve and Denis Wilson
titled “Juvenile Plumage n the Grey Shrike-
thrush’.

“They refer to one bird still retaining some of
the sub-adult plumage colour at about sixteen
months of age and conclude that it was probably
an immature female. 1 assume they mean sexually
immature thereby suggesting that these birds may
net breed in the first year of their life.

“lIn the spring of this year (1963) 1 had under
observation a pair of Grey Shrike-thrushes which
nested at Exeter, Tasmania, Though the (as-
sumed) male was in full adult plumage, the (as-
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June, 1966

Another Royal

Occasion

Some members will remember that in our issue
of March, 1963, we published a short note of an
occasion on which H.R.H. The Duke of Edin-
burgh. during his last visit to Australia. joined
Steve Wilson and his sons on a mist-netting
outing at Lake George. Now history repeats itself,
for Steve and members of his family lately had the
privilege of taking Prince Charles on an carly
morning  bird-banding expedition  during  the
latter™s recent visit o Canberra. This time the
locality chosen  was  the Canberra Botanic
Gardens. where the native flora provides a good
attraction for honeveaters (see Awst. Bird Bander,
Vol. 1, p. 100). The catch appears to have bheen
reasonably good. for uccording to the Canberra
Times, the Prince helped band nearly 60 birds of
13 pecies.

o L R.H. Prince Charles with Mr.and Mrs, 5. 1.
Witvon durine the mist  npetting  outing  at
Canberra.

FROM LETTERS—

sumed) female or sitting bird carried plumage
similar to that described by Steve and Denis
Wilson for their presumed immature bird.

“It appears therefore that these birds may reach
breeding maturity before they take on complete
adult plumage.”

Subscriptions

Mcmbers are reminded that subscriptions for
the current year are now long overdue. No further
issues will be sent to unfinancial members. Prompt
attention to subscription renewals would greatly
assist the work of the honorary officers.



