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On The Western Yellow Robin
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Recentlv, the writer incompany with Dr. Charles
Jenkin., Rov Musson and David Rust of Port

Lincoln, examined an area of scrub [0 miles
west of Ceduna. moorder to cateh and band
soverul species whoese range does not extend

Tarther cast than Favre Penmsula. After walking
throuvh the arca and seeing only an occasional
bird. we were aboat o leave when one of us
observed the Western Yellow Robin (Eopsaliria
oriscovitlarisy, Ts actions suggested 1t may have
hid i onest nearbyv, but as it was late afternoen
wo deaided to leave and return the following day.

On arriving at the arca the next morning.
26.8.640 we saw two of these birds. One was
carrving a small grub or maoth in s beak and
the other one poerformed  the breken wing act,
shuliling alonyg the ground with feathers rufiled,
s left wing Tully extended and trailing to the
side and behind, We decided to creet Tour mist-
nets amd by early afternoon had  caught and
Fanded both the adults. Then we decided to
search for the nest. eventually locating it seven
teet from the ground in o Mallee Eucalvpt. The
pest was situated betwoen the twe main forks
where they joined the trunk and was cup-shaped.
composed ol small strips of bark, lined with fine
griss and dried Eucalypt leaves. The nest con-
tained two Jarge voung and after banding them
we noved away to observe their feeding habits,

One ot the adults brought to the nest a grub
at least an inch longe but afier several unsuce-
cossful attemipis o swallow it the young birds
teft the arub on the outside of the nest. The parent
then wok the grub, flew away to o ncarby limb,
and appeared 1o bresk it up into smaller portions
with its beak, returning 1o the nest with one piece
at o ume,

We were about o feave when suddenly an
adult: Yellow Robin without a band on its leg
ficw to the nest and started to feed the young
while the two parent birds we had banded were
absent. Later, all three adults were seen in the
vicinity of the nest, We again erected the nets
and within a short dme had caveht one of the
adults we had banded carlicr and also the bird
without the band.

Both birds began calling while being handled
and the newcomer which we decided was the male.
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was noticeablv the farger bird. 1t had a stronger
harsh call and @ more pronounced white bib,
though 1 feel that unifess the birds were observed
at close distance 1t would be nractically impossible
o distinguish between the two sexes. Photographs
of both voung and adulis were tuken by Charles
Jenkin.
Note Taxoizom)

Fhe Taxonomic position of the Western Yellow
Robin (whether it should be classed as a full
specivs or sub-species) 15 somewhat confusing.
Muany well known ornithologists deny that it is a
rrue spectes. and refer to a number of well known
pairs ol subspecics which occur in both  the
wesiern and south-castern parts of Australia, c.g..
Western - Mallee Whipbird  ( Pyophodes  nigro-
enlarisy  Scarlet Robin (Petroica  multicofor
Yellow-winged  Honeveater  (Meliornis novae-
hollandice)  Grev Currawong  (Swrepera versi-
colory and <o on,

In the distant past the ranges of many of these
species became discontinuons. some populations
adapting to the wetter south-castern climate while
others became restricted to the drver western
regions.  As regards  the Yellow  Robins,  the
southern form (Fopsaliria awstralis) extends from
coastal NLS.W. through coustal Victorra to the
south-cast of South Australia. as far north as
Millicent. whercus the western form, known as 2.
eriscagidaris or as EL australis rosinge,  ranges
from south western Austratia to Evre Peninsula,
South Australia.
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Sydney Meeting

A scientific nmecting will be held on Saturday,
25th June, 1966, at | p.m., in the Australian
Museum. College St., Sydney. The President, Mr.
Disney. is to be the speaker and his subject is
cntitled “Bush Fires and Birds”. Colour films
will also be screened.

Members, friends and  visitors are cordially
invited to be present.



