The Australiun Bird Bander

A De Luxe Band Holder

Every bander has his own method of storing bands ready for
use. A method found convenient by one bander is illustrated and
described in the following notes in the hope that it may provide useful
hints for others. It is perhaps most likely to appeal to sedentary (i.e.
backyard) banders. It is also a good example of making use of the

materials to hand.

No doubt many banders have cvolved o
satisfactory method of dealing with various sized
bands in the tield. but for those who have not
arrived at a solution. details of a method | have
found satisfactory may be of value. All materials
used can be obtained for little or no cost,

As illustrated the holder is comprised of a
newspaper wooden reel end as the base. These recl
ends are obtainable at daily newspuper offices
or at offices where newspapers are printed on rotary
presses from newspaper reels, They are of no
commercial value and usually get burnt. The base
has o hole already drilled through its centre. This
hole varies o little. but it is not difficult to find
a picee ol dowel rod that will fit tightly in the
hole.

Around the edge of the base drill holes to i
rods of varving thicknesses to take the different
sized bands. A wire can be used that a No. |
band will fit, and plastic tubing can be fitted over
ather wires to take larger bands.

Picces of various sized welding rods could be
used, as also knitting needles of different thick-
nesses. The idea is to get the bands on the rods.

In the illustration the two longest rods are 6}
inches out of the base, allowing 27 No. ! and 27
No. 3 bands to be loaded. These are the two
sizes 1 find 1 use most. The other rods are all
standing 4 inches out of the bhase and all told
there are cight rads to tuke band sizes | 10 8.

The centre dowel stands clear of the base about
5 inches. with a plastic oil tin seal on the top (the
tvpe with a recess around the cdge).

A flat headed galvanised nul s partly driven
through the plastic seal and into the dowel. From
this nail tic a string or lace and form into a
lifting loop. The plastic scal is later used to
hold the clips that are placed over the rods when
not in use to prevent the buands falling off the
rods. A little ingenuity will supply suitable clips.

(See oppesite page)
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Parrots
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And Cockatoos In Mist Nets

[ was interested to read J. Liddy's article on Lorikeets in Mist
Nets in the issue of December, 1965, During my first banding attempts
I tried bags and gloves, but have abandoned and forsuken them in

favour of bare hands. the chief reason being that one cannot “feel™. if
the hands are encumbered.
My method is the same as with smaller birds— The following have been banded by me in

I grab them behind the head with my right hand the past 21 years:
(1 am a left-handed bandery. by Lmumll\ holding Galah (Kahaioe rosoicapitta) _ 15
the head between the first and second fingers. i Cockaticl i Leprolophus hollundicis) 2
ficld high, the head cunnot turn cnough for the Regent Parrot (Polvielis anthopepliis) 10
hoeak 1o upcr;m on the bander' If the bird i Yellow Rosella (Plarveercns flaveolis) |
dilficult te erab, 1 merely give him a stick or Ringneck Parrot (Barnardius barnardi) 111
the pliers or i acither, the banding bag which Red-rumped Parrot ( Pseplroties

is kept in front like an apron, W chew and se
occupy the head for a peried.

Ay chicl complaint with the “eocky™ tribe ix
that they take o long time to free. in that their
fegs can become hopelessty entangled and cer-
lnnl\ it bander kerows he's heading into cocky
country. he should have a helper. While frecing
anad banding noone nen Pee had parrots (,hv\unﬂ
the next net in a hhlk-simrpmmg exercise while
waiting for me to release them.

(from previous pagel

It s necessary o place the loaded base in a
container for transporting. | found that a Shell
2troke oil quart tn with a diameter of 31 inches

and o length of 8! inches with the top cul
neathy  off with an American can - opuener.
makes  w container.  The  band  holder s

lowered into the tin by helding the lowering string
in the hand. and taken out the same way. The tin
it inside the issue haversack and ailows the
haversack to be buttoned down.

When in use the clips are tuken off the rods
as shown in iltustration. and cight different sized
bands are instuntly ready for use.

the red
a tight fit)y and
string from  the
This places the

When loading @ rod with bands. pull
out of the base (it should be
transfer  the bands from  the
hottons to the top af the rod.
hand to be used in sequeney,

R. C. Dickens,

49 Rosamond St Horpshy, N.SW,
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frdemdionoties) 4
Mulga Parrot (Fsephors 1(1.'11”) 175
Biue Bannetl (Psephonis haematogasier) 27
Bluc-winged Purrot (Neopheme

clirvsastoma 1
Budgervaah (Melopsittacus undilaius) i

369

There bs always the risk of my left hand (free

hand) being bitten while extricating or banding
the hird, but 1 would not have had more than

three bad bites and only about 20 nips.

A big problem is to actually hold the bird in
the aet, for like pigeons. apostle birds, magpics.
currawongs. elc., they escape freely and deep
shelves are needed 1o hold them,

The cocky-parrot family nray seem diflicult to
handle, but 1 have suflered worse with other birds”
claws. Agony has been endured handling such
hirds as the Grey Currawong, Little Friar-bird,
Rod and  Little  Wattle-birds,  Spiny-checked
Honeveaters and Miners.

I've  experienced  delight and dismay  within
a few hours! With two or three nets around
mallee water-hole. 1 revel in the lirst of the cocky-
parrot tribe, then secretly hope they will vanish
and so allow the honeveaters and other smaller
birds in to the water. Later in the morning with
sore, pricked hands, 1 find myself hlcssms_ the
Spinv-cheeked Honeveaters and hoping for the
smaller honeyveaters and hush birds?

K. I Muack,
Box 8, Waikerie,
S.A.



