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Observations on Anting hy an Indian Myna
A. S. CARTER

Thc authtrr  reports his own observat ion of  ant ing by an Indian Myna (Acr idotheres
// ' i , r t r r  ) .  He thcn discusses this cur ious habit ,  wi th some refercnce to the Austral ian l i tera-
turc on thc subicct  and to some of thc theor ies advanced to account for i t .

On Sunda l .  Januar l  lT .  1965.  I  observcd  an
lnd i  n  Myna ln t ing .  lhc  t imc was approx imatc ly
6 .30  1r .n r .  anc l  t l r c  b i r t l  con t inucd tn t ing  fo r  sQmc
scvcn or ciglrt nrinutc's. As this particular activity
of birds is n()t observcd cvcrl dal perhaps a fcw
thoughls on l lrc \Lrbjcct arc in ordcr. The lndian
Mvna rvas one ol thc l irst birds to be obscryed
in  th i \  coun l r !  to  r 'ngagr ' in  th is  somcwhat  s t range
bchav iour .  A .  H.  Ch isho lm in  h is  paper  " - fhc

His lo rv  Q i  Ant ing"  (Cr l r ,  1959)  has  sc t  down
: rn  Aus t ra l ian  b ib l iograph l  wh ich  quotcs  l c t tc rs
to thL' Mclbournc ;1rgrrI clateri April 27 and May
-1. 193-1. Irom rcadcrs who had obscrvccl Indian
Mvnas rL rbb ing  an ts  bcnc l th  the i r  w in {s .  Thc  l i r s t
.\ustralian rccorcls ol nnting involve thc Europcln
Starling (Slrirrrrrr lrr/garl.r ') in 1927 and again in
193-1 wht'n ir le t le r f r()m l Mclbournc bo1 (April
l) Jrrnitr,4rgil.f ) prompted A. H. Chisholm to
rclcr to a Srrincr mlrn s r!-port oI sevcn )cars
cr r r l i c r  i rnd  to  \ugg( 's l  tha l  thc  cur ious  prac t icc"
nccdc t l  inv t ' s t iga t ins .

S incc  thcsc  c i r r l l  no lcs .  mLrch  has  hcen wr i t t cn
rcgarcling thc practicc both hcrc and overscas;
birds havc bccn phototrlphccl rlhilc e'ngrgcd in
tlrc itct irnd vurious thcorie's i ls to wh\ thev act
rn  l l ) i \  n r i rnn( r  l l i  ve  h , . . r r  p r , 'p , , r r r rd . | . l .' Ihc rc  

a rc  tuo  b t i s ic  n rc thods  o l  an t ing .  tc t i vc
i rnc l  pass ivc .  Ac t i \ c  i tn t inu  occurs  * 'hcn  a  b i rd
p icks  up  an  an t  and lpp l i cs  i t  to  bod)  o r  lea thcrs .
an t i  p r rss i rc  an t ing  whcn thc  b i rd  squats  among
lhc  ln t \ : rnd  i r l lows thcnr  to  c rawl  c tvc r  an t l  thn tugh
i ls  l r :a thcrs .  In  ac t i vc  an t ing .  obscrv l t t ions  ind ica tc
I l l r l  thc  an ts  a rc  i r Ip l i cc l  c i lhc r  1 ( )  thc  rv ings ,  bo t ly
or  !cn l r i i l  i t f c l .  In  s ( )ma cascs  lhc  an ts  l t rc  ca tcn
i r l t c r  app l i c i t1 i ( )n  rvhcrc i rs  in  o thcrs  thc  c rushcd
brx l i cs  a rc  l c f t  \ ca t tc fcd  in  t l le  t rca  in  wh ich  thc
rc l ion  ha \  ta  kcn  p lacc .

Ml  obscr l i t l i on  w i rs  o l  l c t i vc  ln t in { .  Thc  b i rd
p ic lc t l  up  thc  an t  and app l icd  i t  t c r  thc  unders idc
o l  thc  w ings .  o t r l r  n to r ing  thc  an l  a long the  rad ius , /
u lna  l rom thc  c \ t remi t i cs  in  towards  rhc  bodv .
l l t ( r  ( h \ , , u n l !  t h ,  i r n t .  A l  t h t .  m r r n r c n t  q r 1  1 p p i l
c i r t ion  thc  b i rd . !nga- [cd  in  sontc  e r ra t i c  dan i ing
nt , ' \unr (n t . .  \ l t i ch  \L t tFL \ l ( r l  lh l l l  th ( rc  t ! i , \  \ )n t i
( ' l \ , 1 ' n l l ' \ l l  t  r l l (  l r r i j C l i r ( .  I t  w l r .  l r r  l l r l u ! . 1 1  1 ; , .
h i r r l  uas  under tak ins  a  l i r rm o i  sc l f - in l l i c tc ( l

pun ishn lcn t  ra thcr  th rn  cngag ing  in  an  cn joyab lc
pas t imc.

Somc thcorics rcfcr to thc usc ol thc ants'
lormic acid as ln insecticidc to combat ccto-
parasitcs; as thcsc birt ls arc rcputcd to carry such
''boardcrs'. and as I havc rcccntly obscrvcd the
sanrc spccics ncsting in thc arca, it could possibly
be that this particular bird was trying to rid itsclf
of some anrroying agcnt by this mcthod.

H. A. Salmorr. obscrving a Grcy Thrush ((ir l-
Luricin<lu herm(nitu) anting in his backyarti.
notcd that thc arts wcre not catcn by thc bird,
whcrcas during a lrtcr obscrvatioir of a Mr.rdlark
lGrull inu clunoleucu) cngagcd in a sinri lar act.
hc noticcd that thc bircl rtc thc iLnts.

I did not collc'ct anv ol thc ants being uscd by
the Myna but I was close cnough (about 8
lce t  above thc  b i rd  and l0 Icc t  to  thc  s idc)  to  scc
thiLt thc ants rcscmblcd thc brown and black
Sugar  an t  rvh ich  is  p lcn t i lu l  in  thc  d is t r i c t .

Thc  l i s t  o f  spec ies  known to  an t  thcmsc lvcs  is
a  long onc :  ( 'h isho ln r  re lc rs  10  scvcn in t roduccd
i rnd  twcnt \  Aus t r i i l i an  na t ivc  spcc ics  in  "1 'hc

His to rv  o l  Ant ing  .  rnd  K.  E .  L .  S in rmons in  h is
rcv icw o f  thc  "Ant ing  Bchav iour  o f  Pusscr inc
ll irds' rccords rt lcast 7.1 spccics Ironr various
count r i cs .  l t  i s  rcmarkab lc  tha t  no t  on ly  an ts  i t rc
ttscd its mctliums. l i)r instanccs arc on rccord of
birt ls using mothballs. tobilcco ash. l ishted cig-
lu-cttcs. cigar stubs. snli i l l  l intcs. varrous rnsccts.
hot ch()colrtc. soap-suds lrnd pungcnt-smcll inc
bu-qs .  a l l  l s  quot .d  b r  S imntons :  an t l  bces .
bc 'c1 lcs .  n r i l l i pedcs .  l ron ta t i c  l cavcs .  g rass- t rcc
l ragnrcn ls  as  recordcd bv  ( 'h isho lm.  C 'e r ta in
Itrrike-cls ( 7)-lr / l .rr,1().\! l /\ spp) havc bc'cn obscrvcd
to  chcw cuca la -p t  shoots  and app lv  the  o i l  thus  ob-
t r incd  to  the i r  I ca thcrs .  Choughs \ ( r t r t t t rax  me[ur
r t l t t t t t l t l t r t s )  cngarc  in  thc  hab i t  o f  "dus t inq"  bu t
l l \ c  thc  du \ t  l r l  l i rncs  i l t  i t  manncr  s in r i la r  to  thc
ln l in r  ac t ion  n f  o thcr  b i rds .  a l thor rgh  thcy  havc
be-crr rccorclcd using lnts as rvcll. Of coursc, dust-
ba lh ing  is  p r lc t i scd  bv  many spcc ics  and is  so
c , ,n ) rn r )nn l i rc !  i r \  I . , l  I  h i  r r . t i r r t l cd  wh ich  mrry
h .  _ i r  f r t \  i r .  l l t (  l i r \ \ i \ i  l ( ' r n ) , , 1  i n r i n l . e , ' t r l d  v e r ]
rvc l l  bc  invo lved in  ml rn l  ins tances .
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Thc practicc of anting sti l l  remains as a rarcly
rccordcd occurrcncc, although from the numbers
of birds known to ant it is obvious that many
instanccs must pass unobserved, or, if obscrved'
thcn thc watchcr, being unaware that ants arc
usctl. does not rcalise the significance of the
ac t ions .

Bird-bandcrs mav possibly be able to shed some
l igh t  on  lhc  much-d iscussed qucs t ion .  "why do
b i r . l .  ln t . '  i l  t r rppcd b i rd \  r rc  examincd [o r
cctoparasitcs, ctc. An indication of what may bc
lclrnt from having 'antcd" birds captured and
cxamincd. can bc secn from notes publishcd in
thc l///srrr Bulletin, April, 1963. on rcmarks madc
bv Dr. V. B. Dubinin, a Russian parasitologist
who dicd in 1958. on the clTect of formic acid on
fcathcr mitcs. Four pipits which had bcen anting
wcrc collcctcd and it was found that of a total
of 732 mitcs. 7O we rc deatl and 163 dicd within
I2 hours. Four ()thcr non-anting piPits wert
collectcd and of a total of 758 mitcs only fivc died
rvithin thc samc pcriod. Thcsc obscrvations tend

to confirm the theory that the birds usc the ants
to combat ectoparasltes.
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An Unusual Superb Blue Wren RetraP
Thc scdcntarv hxbits of thc Superb Blue Wren

lMulurus < r'arti i ts ) wcrc reccntly discusscd b)'
Rorv lcv  (1965) .  In  v icw o f  th is .  a  recent  rc t rap
rccord'of this spccics in the Brindabella Range's
is of considc'rabfc intcrest (See Rccovcry Round-
L r p .  t i l q c  J I . l'  

f i r i '  U i rA  tn r rc l l td  f rom L : rke  Ceorgc .  \ 'S  W.
to Ncw Chum's Road. A.C.T., a dircct l inc dis-
tancc of 35 miles. As this movement may appear
incrediblc. it is considered worthwhile cstab-
l i sh ing  thc  va l id i ty  o f  thc  re t rap .

On March  9 .  1963.  the  au thors  banded to -
cctlrcr l l t thc southern cnd of Lake George'
McKe an banded ,13 birds with size 010. numbers
-19256 k) 49297 inctusive. The Superb Blue Wren

conccrncd was banded as a Juvenilc with band

0l r)-49261 .
lhc rpucics is common r l  LJkc George lnd in

rn i t i rh lc  h r rh i t r r ts  lh ro t rgh( )u t  lhc  Aus t ra l iun
Capital Tcrritorv. It is also common in the

ftxrthil ls of thc Brindabclla Ranges.

Thc arcas in thc Brindabclla Range in which
b 11d in l :  uor l  i '  bc i r r l  cur r i c t l  ou l  i l r c .  w i th  lhc
exccot i , ,n  t ' f  t l te  r re l '  o t l  Lowcr  Le l  s  Crcc l '
bclond th.' normal rangc of thc spccics. At Lee's
Cr"cck it is dccidedl-, '  rarc und in 32 trips the

:Dcc ic \  l l l \  hc in  sccn  i t t  the  a t tu  ( )n  l cs i  thun
'ix occ,,*ion.' rnd onll one hird ha: becn birndcd
At New Chum's Road in 62 visits thc specics
has bccn obscn'cd onlY twicc.

Thc retntp was takcn by Wilson in thc coursc
t r f  u  rc tu la r ' v i . i t  lo  Ncw Chum's  Rr ru t l  on  August
21 .  Iq?r5 .  rnd  t l re  b i rd  wa.  thcn  in  ec l ipse  mr t le
n lumr tc .  As  thc  b i rd  qus  hcur ing  u  : ' l r i l n ! (  h i rnd
i rnd  rs -on l r  o r t (  o l  th (  spcc ics  hud bcen b lnded
in thc arcn previously, spccial carc was takcn
to havc thc cjther two pcrsons prescnt vcrify thc
numbcr .

McKern has done onll '  a l i tt lc banding in the
uencr l l  Canbcr ru  l rcu  lnd  h ls  no t  b rndcd a
Superb  BIue  Wrcn in  the  ts r i r rd rhe l l r  o r  T idb in -
bil ia Rangcs or about Canbcrra' and so it can
bc seen that there is no possibil i tv of crror at

cither thc rctrapping or banding end of this in-

tcrcstlng movemcnt.
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