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BIRD BANDER
Mist Netting In 'l'he f\orthern 'l'erritory

M. M.  t ]  RAN I ) I -

Dur ing thc per iod May to n ugust .  1965.  I  opcratcd mrst  nets
in the nor thcm pl r t  o f  thc Northern Tcrr i t t l ly .  a  rcs i t ln  le la t ivc ly  ncw
to bandcrs.  At  no t imc rvas a regular  banding progranlmc contcmplatcd
or-  unt ler taken.  Howcver ,  an account  of  the specics met  may bc of
some interest  to  other  banders.  especia l ly  those wl . to  nray operate ln
th is  l lea in  the futurc.

( - fh is  rccnrs  to  us  a  fa i r  c ranrp lc  o f  thc  u :c
o l  b i | r1 -br rnd ing  fo r  rcconna issance Purposes-
il gircs sLrbscclr.renl r.rrnithologists ln indicltt ion ,.ri
\ \ l l . , l  t o  ( \ l c \ 1 .  . r r l J  p r , ' v i r l e .  i l l l  , , f p . r r l l l n i l \  t i '
h r rnd l r  l i t t l c  I 'nou  n  spcc ics . -Fd i to t .  )

l ,oca l i t ]  t .  I  l i r s t  sc t  t t |  n rv  nc ts  on  thc  Mt l t tn
t r r in  ( ' r cc l  \ \ r t c rho l t  nc i l t  t l t c  r tb l lndoncd homc-
s tc lL t l  o f  S t .  \ ' i d {con.  sonrc  3 l  m i lcs  south-eas t  o [
Ropcr  Bar  I 'o l i cc  S ta t ion  (  Aus l r i l l i an  Gco-
g laph ic l l  Scr . i cs  n rap .  I :1 .0 (X) . (XX) .  SD-53.  Ropc ' t
R i r .c r :  I  5  I '  S . .  I  l - i  - l l '  E .  ) .  Hcrc  ovcr  a  pe  r iod
o l  l l r c  consccr r t i rc  dars  I  b l r rdcd  thc  spec ies  in
l i rh lc  L  I -h .  nn jo r in  o i  b i rds  u t re  nc t lcd  in  thc
ll lc ir l[ 'rnoon rt thc \\ ' l tcr'\ edge.

I ' , \B I  -F-  I  .
I l i r l . s  buu lc r l  u t  5 t .  I ' i l sL 'o t t .  l r . l . ,  j ron t

. l . 5 . 6 5  1 r , 7 . 5 . 6 5 .
SPECIF-S No.  bandcd

I ' cecc fLr l  Dr r r  t ( )eope l iu  p la< idu)  l
Res t lcss  F l l c . r tchcr  lSe i lu td  inqu i . ta l  I
BrrlI-sit le ci Robin ( / 'rrcii orlr 'r 'as :upet dliosal I
Rr . r fo r rs  \ \  l r i s t l c r  1 I 'ue  hve  p l tu lu  ru l i re t t t t i s )

n ra lc
l  . ' n  t : r le

llrown Honc\crter (Gli ipli lu inLlivin(tul
Yt' l lorr -t intcd Honcvcirtcr I Meliphagu

iluresterts ) -1
t:t lack-ringccl Finch ( Slr,garro,rrlr, rta anntrk*ul 6
l-ons-tail,, 'd Finch (l 'oepli la u(uticaudaJ (r
Nlaskccl Firrch lPotpliLu per.\t)nata) I

' IO  
f . \L  BANDED 26

l-ocalit l  2. 
' l  

hc ncxt l()catiols itrc all in th.'
l l o r ro loo la  d is t r i c t .  \ \ ' hc rc  N4r .  R .  K .  C ' i r r ru lhc f \
hlr\ i l lso opcratcd.

(a  )  On thc  McAr thur  R ivcr .  a  ha l f -mi lc  up-
s t rcant  f rom thc  Bor ro loo l i l  k )wnsh ip  on  19 . /5 / '65
I  ne l ted  one Maskcd [ - i r rc l t .

(  b  )  On Tarw i r l l l h  S t i i t i ( )n .  3o  nr i l cs  wcs t  o l
l lo r ro loo la .  ncr r  a  w l tc rho le  l i vc  mi lcs  l ronr  thc
homesteld. I bandcd thc follorving spccics fronr
25 / -5 , '65  ro  l7 '5 . r65 :  2  l -ong- ta i led  F inchcs .  3
Masked Finchc-s. 2 Pcuccful Dovcs und I Ycllow-
tint! 'd Honevci!ter.

(c )  A t  thc  Bat tcn  Creck  Cross ing  or r  the
Bor ro loo la  U ing  Uong Sta t ion  road.  son lc  l5
nr i l c .  l ronr  Bor r r r l r r r ' l : r .  thc  l i r l l r ru ing  spcc ic .  uc le
bandcd car l l  in  thc  norn ing  o f  29 , /5  /65  :  I  Azurc
Kingtishcr ( Alctvtrc u.l[ea). 1 1'awn], Frognl()utlr
( Podurgus strigoiLlt't | .

l ,ocalit1 3. Thc thilcl irrca rvhcrc I blndcrl urs
a long P ine  Creck .  rvh ich  l lows in to  thc  Gu l f  o l
Carpcntaria to lhc north-\lcst of thc Sir Edrvard
Pc l lcw Group o f  i s lands .  (  A .G.S.  SD-53.  Ropcr
R ivc l  bc twccn 135 50 '  E .  to  136 5 '  E .  and
l5  50 '  S .  to  l6  (X) '  S . ) .  Th is  rcg ion  provcd
to hlve somc linc sitcs lor banding along a
chlin of springs and waterholcs nclr thc hcad-
wrtcrs of thc crcck. Thc l inch l ifc in particular
uas  prod ig ious  dur ing  the  t imc o f  n ry  v is i t .  Thc
plndanus palnrs grorv in dc'nse clumps lround
the wrterholcs and it wus in thcsc that the l inchcs
ncsted in grcat nunrbers. Honcvcatcrs too \\ 'cre
nunrcrous and fcd on thc l iorvcring papcr barks
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' I  
he Au:tral iutt  Bir l  I londer June,  I966

which sttnd in all the srvampy areas of the North
Birds rvcrc nr-ttcd hcrc i it nll t inrcs of da.v.

,T , \BLE 
2 .

I l in ls  l t tu  u l  u t  P ine  ( reek ,  N. ' t . . ln t tn29.5 .65
I o . l . 6 . 6 5 .

SPECIES No.  bandcd
Pcaccfrrl Dovc lGeopeliu pla'ida) I
Budger lg r ih  (  Mehtps i l tu t r rs  un( lu lo t l t s )  2
Wi l l i c \ \ 'ag ta i l  ( l l l t i p i lu ra le tu t tp l t r t s l  2
Rtrfous Whistlcr ( I 'u lttceplnla url itenrtit 1 |
I landcd Honcve-lttcr ( Nll:.onrclu pedorulis) 2
Rulous-tlrroatcd Honctr-' lrtcr t1Conopl4tlt i lu

Ye llo\\ t intrd Honc!! 'utcr (Meli7;ltugu
llar csc r'rrr )

\ l  h i t c -gapcc l  Honcrca tc r  l  S l t ) tn ioperu
u n i (  t  l t ) r  l  3

I l l r rck - r ingcc l  F inch  (S lcaar top l 'u tu  t l tu t lo . \L t l  l0
( ' r in rsor r  F inch  l . \ ' eo<hn ia  p luc t r t r t )  l3
[-ong iir i lcrl Finch (l 'rtcplti lu u(ttt i(tt t la) 6
\lasl.crl [ i inch l l\x'pli la Pcrtt)ttatl\ l ]
( ioLrlrl ian Finch \l 'oLplti lu Rttt lLlittt ' l  I

I  o  I  AL  L ] . \NDFD 1 I

l -oca l i t l  { .  ( )D  t l rc : l ro rc \  o f  l  l i j [ roon a t  thc
150 nr i l c \  pe{  ( )n  t l rc  f lo r rokxr la  D i t l y  Watcrs
fo r ( i .  l i l t c  in  l l r c  i r f t . rnoon o l  5 '6  65  I  bandcd:
I 13utlgcrr gah ancl i Black frontcd L)()ttcrcls
| (  l t e ra t l r i u  \  t t t ( l d t t t ) l ) \ ) .

l - oc r l i t \  - s .  l h .  l l l t h  a r t r l  l r r s t  i r r c r r  $hc rc  I
b rnc l t t l  r r l s  i n  t h .  \ \ ' . \ l c rn  A rn l r cn r  Land  r c t i on .

(  l l  )  . \ t  \ l oun l  I l a ( ) cknLLn .  nca r  l t  s c t  i c s  o l
' f r i ng .  i r t  1hc  l i ) o1  ( )1  1h .  \ \ ' e \ t c rn  \ r nhcn t  Land
f . \ c i u p n r c n t  ( . \ . ( ; . S .  S I ) - 5 - 3 .  R o p e l  R i v e r ;  1 3 1
- l '  

l : .  l l  1 ( ) '  S . )  \ \ l t c l c  r r v c r  i r  p c r - i o d  o f  a
n l ( r n t l r  ( l u r i n r . \ l l g L r s l  I  f u 1  u p  1 l l ( ' n c 1 s  l o f  i l t r o t r l
. c r cn  t l i r r s  i n  l r l l  an t l  f r l nc l cc i :  I  Sp i t ng l cd  D rong ( )
l (  l t i h i d  l ) t d ( t uuu ) .  I  l  o r c \ t  K ing l l shc r  (H . t l r . r ( ) n
t t L tL l cu r i i l  l r d  I  I ) cacc lL r l  I ) o r c .

(  l )  )  |  h i \  l oca l i t r  r r  a r  onc  n r i l c  sou th  o i  t he
( ' r r h i l l  C r t , ' r i n !  ( ) n  t l r c  E l s l  A l l i ga to l  R i vc r .
( , \ . ( ; . S .  S t ) - 5 1 .  R o p r r  R i r e  r .  l - l l  - 5 7 '  F l . .  l l
l 6 '  S .  L  Hc r .  I  bandcc i :  I  Wh i l e  -b r c i r s t cd  Honc \ ' -
.  i , l ( f  { . ; 1 1 ,  i 1 ' l t t l t  t , t , , ; , 1 / . 1  | , , r )  - l  -  h 5 .  I  P . r r e c r i r l
I)orc on l l  i l  (r5 irnd I \ \ 'hi tc-uupctl  Honcr'-
cirtcr olr I  t)  6-5.

I )u r ing  thc  t in rc  Iuus  on  thc  E : ls t  A l l i { i l to r
I  i r l \o  tn rppcd t \ ! ( )  l i t t l c -knor rn  spcc iss  o f  p igcons
t l rc  dcsc I ip t ions  o l  sh ich  io l lo \ ! .  (Both  spcc ics
ucrc ulso obscrrcrl in thc l\4ount Brockntan arca.
i rs  L rndcr  loc i l l i t \  5  ( i l  )  ) .
L Black-bandcd Pigcon ( Lcrrtr.rl lelon all igator'1

S i te  ;  On thc  Eas t  A l l i -qa tor  R ivcr .  I  m i lc  south
of thc Cahil l Crossing on thc \\,cstcrn sidc
o f  thc  r i vc r .

.  l  u\r.nJ I.  rrtgnttt : t t l t l ) l r r t t )  L :  B t rn l l

Hc lc l ;  Wh i t c .
l l i l l :  Y c l l o r v .
l l i l l  l cng th :  l . 6S  cn r .  ( t i l k c r r  ak r t r g  t hc  s i dc  o l

t hc  b i l l  i r on r  t hc  c ( ) l nn rcnccn rcn t  o i  t hc  g l rPc  ) .
l . 5 l  cn r .  ( l i l k cn  a long  l l t c  l op  t o  t hc  dc -
cu r ! l l u t c  ) .

l l i s  :  Rc t l .
Ncck -  t h  ro i r t .  b r cas t :  Wh i t c .
L l ppc r  abc lon rcn :  B lack  i l i n t l  t x l c t t c l i t t g  i t r oun t l

thc bodr' .
[ - r r r vc  r  a l l r . l i r , r cn :  P l l c  i r t c r .
l - o r vc r  back :  l ) l r r ' (  g I c l  n l o l l l cd  b l i l c k .
L l ppe r  l l r i l co \ ' ! r 1s :  G re !  f r t d i ng  t o  t h i t c .
T r i i l :  B lack  u i t l r  b roud  $h i t c  t i ps .
L i nc ie r  t i r i l ;  ( l r c r  * i t h  b ro i r r i  uh i l c t t ; . r s .
W ings :  Da rk  -u r c1 '  u ' i t h  n r c t l l l i c  g recn -b lue

' l r ; en .  t l r  i n  u  l r i t e  l r r r .  , ' r r  r  r l : , r '  L r l  p t i t r l r t  i ,  ' .' I  
ib ia  and ta15us:  Both fcuthcrcd.

Cluu s iLntl toes: Rrd.
L c n g t h :  I 2 "  -  1 3 " .
Wing length:  7"  ( t t tkcr  r f tcr  d i rcct ions in

S e r v e n t y  a n d  W h i t t c l l .  D . , 1 ) r .
Wing sprn:  I  6"-  |  7" .
Trr i l  lcngth:  5 .5"  -  6" .
Tarsus lcngth:  2 .3 cm.
Lcngth of  nr idd lc  to !  p l l rs  c law:  J .7 cm.
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I  t t ,  .1 r t : r r t l , , t t r  l l l t , l  l l a t t t l

I  t r .u r r r ' r t t l r  . r rs  t l te  B I r rck -hr r t t ' l ' d  P ige t ' r l

, . . i ,n ' . ,  i i t  l t j \ : \  ' r l  l l l .  h r tse  o l  r rnd  l l ' r l f ' u r r1  t tp

. ' ,n . l s io r tc  c l i l l s .  Oncc  lsa*  i t  f ccd ing  on  the

:;irri l l  ycllu* l igs of thc bonion trccr rvhich Cayler

, . i i ' , ' , . i  . .  l ' ( i r iT  i l '  n t . r r r )  ' i ' t t r i ' .  . ' 1  fooJ  Cr r l le r

, i i . , ,  , 1 . ' . ' i l ' . .  i t .  l l r S l t t  , , .  r i r r  t t o i ' r "  h u t  I  d i d

n ( ' l  I i ' l J  i l  - ( r .  \ L , l l l l \ . r r j J  I r \  l l l c  l t ' t l d  \ ' l i t n P l n l

rroisc of lhe l i ight t lf thc nlore conlmonly -sccn
Sq i r i t t c r  I ' i gcon 

- {  
(  iu t  p l tups  s t r ip tu l  o r  lhe  Chcs t -

r t r i r - . r r r r l l . , . l  l ' i t ! r \ n  I / ' , / r , i / y ' / { r \ ' . / , t / r i ' i l r , i i \ ) :  I

t t , ' , , i J  , f . . . r i f . r ' :  t l te  r t r r i ' r ' , r I  i t '  I l i ! l r l  r s  rnu i ' l t i t t :
sou rlrl,

1. ( 'hcstnut-quil lcd Rock-pigeon ( I 'etntplns:a
r t t l t  p ( t t t l t s  t .

Sitc: As fttr Prcvious bilcl.
Hci.l. napc. brca.t and uppcr abdomcn.: .Dark

bro\\ 'n f! 'athers rvith rvhitc ccntrcs glvln€l i:t
\D( ) t led  e l l c t t

I r ) r r : \ :  t l l i r i k .  l i n e d  u l r i t i  ( ' n  l h c  ( d i ( '  W l r i l '

l i nc  cx tcnds  f rom undcr  the  e !  c  to  bcaK '
Ch in .  th roa t :  Whi tc
lJack. loucr lbdonlcn: Brown fcathcrs cdgcd

pa lc  r .. fu i l .  
uppcr  lnd  undcr :  Dark  Brown.

Wings: Brown. primar! covcrts and prinlarics
chcs tnu t  cdgcd bro$n

T i t rsus :  Dark  rcd .
Fcct : Dark-brorvn-black.
t - e n r t h .  l ( ) . 5 "  I 1 5 " .
\ \ ' i r i l  l . r rg th :  i .5 "  t t : . rLc t r  i i \  f c r  S \ ' rv (n t )  i r r rJ

wh i t tc l l ,  p .  :1 ) .

l ) .  L  S c r v c ' r t !  r t n d  H  N l  W h i t l e l l .  A  H a n d h o ( l

o i  lhc b i r ( i \  of  Wc\tcr  n r \ ( r \ l r r l ia  .  l rd Fdi l ion

r  I h i \  i s  p r o F , a b l )  r h c  U l n l a n  I I e e  ( F i c r r \  k c ( n ) .

t h o u g h  t h i s  i \  c h l r r t c l e r i t t i c a l l )  a  l r e e  o l  t h e  m o n s d ) n

I  u t l e ,  l 96 t i

Wir rg  sp ln :  13"  -  l l "  -

B i l l  l c r i c th :  l  7  cnr .  ( l  kcn  i r long  thc  s idc)

1 .2  c i r .  ( t i r kcn  i l l ( )ng  top  to  dccurva turc  )

Ta i l  l cng th :  5 "  -  6 "
- l ' a rsus  lc r rg t l t :  1 .9  cnr .

Lcngth  o f  midd lc  toc  p l r ts  c l l t rv :  2 '5  cnr '

I t  w ls  ra rc ly -  tha t  I  c l imbed thc  s rnds tonc

cli l ls of the csctrpmcnt without heartng thc n()ls'\

in' i i 'r!, l .,"ut. of t ir is bird. whcn Ltndisturbcd' it

squiLts shvlv on nnd among thc fock! massifs lnd

l 'havc  n iv i r  sccn  i t  in  t rccs .  l t  i l ppc i l l s  to  n lovc

in l locks ol twtt to six at lci lst i l t thc timc I

oh . r r \ ' r ' r l  i t .  l r t ,n l  n t r . l - Ju l )  lo  n l id -S(P lcmhLr '  Jnd

iee , l .  in  t l l r ' \ r r l J )  p i l l c l lL \  l r t  l l t (  h i r ' !  L t l  r t rck

shcltcrs ltnd on thc floor of cavcs High on thc

tops of t ltL' rtrcks and rock Platcaus I have ft lund

sniall rescrvoirs Of watcr in dt'prcssions und it is

possiblc that thc pigcon ob{rins its wtltcr froll l

this sourcc.
Bird bandinc in thc nrorc rcmotc arcas ol t lrc

Northern Tcrritory is restrictcd b1' thc climatc

to-it.-.ontt . of the rlry scason. ipproximatcly

Aoril to Novcnlber. Conditions at thc end of thc

div scaton arc particularl! f lvourablc as watcr

."inurcct for thc birds re rcstricted to pcrmancnt

waterholes tnd rivcrs. During Deccnlbcr to

March. sporadic rnd unexp!'ctcd rains. which

mak" roai, impassable. wotild rcnder opcrations
hazartlous. Added to this there is thc physical

discomlorr of humid and hot wcather t this t imc'

F inu l l r .  I  r r i sh  to  recor t l  m)  t r i r t ( l t l l  Jcknou-
lcdgcmcnt  to  Vr '  H  J  .d , . .  S  D isnc l  l i ' r  h i r

l tdv i ie  in  thc  p rc f i l r l r l l t rn  ( ) l  tn l \  p lpcr '

Mrs M M Rrandl'

5 2  l o h n  S t  ' C o t t t ' \ k ) e ' W  A '

Arrival of the House Sparrow in Mount Isa
Thc Housc Sparrow (/ 'rt.r.rt 'r 1()'1e.tl i(1lt ) has

br-'cn cstablishcd in towns in Ccntral Wcstcrn

Ouccnshnd such as  l -ongrcach and Win ton  fo r
n)an\ \ 'errs. Thc species rcachcd Cklncurry sornc-
t imc 'a l tc r  thc  war  p robab ly  in  thc  car lv  1950s .
It has norv reachcd Mtlunt lsa.

Thc f ' irst Sparrows wcrc sccn in March, 1965.
in thc grounds of thc Christian Brothcrs' School
on thc lastcrn sidc of toq'n. They quickly cstab-
lislrcrl thcnrsclves and hitvc nestcd scvcral t imes
in  thc  schoo l  bu i ld ings .  Dur ing  1965.  Bro ther
Wlrncr, u tcrcher at thc school. trappcd and
brndcil ninc Sparrows including scvcral young

birds. By Ock)ber, 1965. the! had sprcad 1() thc
westcrn sidc of town iurd wcrc cstablishcd in ooc

ol the rcsidcntial arcas 
'fhis 

arci! is ovcr a mil! '

distant fronl thc school.
Thc rate and mclhod ol sprcad of thc Housc

Sparrow in country districts could bc a nlost
interesting stud),. Unli)rtunatcl!. i l  is a study that
rDDeitr\ i., fr1 

'[g1onJ 
lhc r,:: '  urccs t)l J \nlJll

ha i :c l ing  gn 'up .  rnd  pr , 'g r . . '  i t  u r : l i l c l l . .un lcs '
i t  wcr . l  to  hc  tu lcn  up  r \  rn  t ' l l i ( i J l  p r r r j cc t  h t
the C.S.l.R.o or b1' a Statc Govcrnnrcnt
Depar tmcnt .' 

R. K. C,rrutlrcr,. Mt. Ls,t. Queen'lutd.
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